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tion in verterinary medicino was cowmmonced in this
city by Mr. Sr.ith, a member of thoEdinburgh Veteri-
nary School, ahd in 1864, a school of Veterinary
medioine was duly organized, and hassiance continued
in successful operation wader very encouraging au-
spices.  We give clsewhere a brief notice of v
Swith’s opening Yecture for the present season in con
nection with tho Toronto Veterimary School  We
heartily wish success to this excellent institution. We
uuderstand that six students will shortly be prepared

to pass their final examination, and that more than |}

double thisnumberare at present attending the course
of instruction furnished in this city under the able
superintendence of Dr. Bovell, Professor Buckland,
Mr. Smith, Mr. Merrick of the Royal Artillery, and
other well qualified teachero

The good example thus set in. Toronto has been
Tollowed in Montreal, where, about two years ago, a
system of instruction of n similar character was in-
augurated, and now bids fair, we believe, to become
a*flourishing Bchool of Veterinary science. In both
provinces, thercfore, we have now the means of
training for useful sphores throughout the country, a
body of well educated, and thoroughly qualified sur-
geons to attend to the maladies of the increasingly
valuable and better bred stack that is gradually tak-
*‘ng the place of the old inferior breeds. This is a
subject for congratulation, and we feel that we are
giving sound'advice when we counsel our farmers to
avail themselves of the advantages within their reach,
and o scek the best rather than the cheapest help,
whencver the animals under their care stand in need
of assistance on account of accidents or sickness.
b ¢ —— ——

The Wool Interest,

Tar wool-growers in the neighbouring States have
of late been almost unanimously urgent for a con-
tinuance if not an increase of the high tarifl on the
importation of foreign wool into American markets ,
yet the report of Commissioner Wells, recently pub-
tished, ought to convinece them of the futility and
cven mischief of the policy they would advocate. This
report shows most clearly that, as regards this one
interest at least, the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty
between the United States and this country has in
flicted a far more serious injury upon our neighhonrs
than ourselves 3 that the system of protective dntics
has signally failed to encournge ecither the home pro-
duce or manufacture of the article, and has demon-
strated most conclusively, we think, the injustice and
impolicy of taxing the community at large for the
protection of individual or class interests. Mr. Wells
is not a freo trader, qn the contrary he is a warm
advocate of proteclion ; yet the logic of fucls com-
pels him . to plead in the interests of the wool
growers themselves, 83 well as of the community at
large, for some relaxation of the protective dutics in
this particular instance. In his rcport he draws the
following conclusions :—

1. That the present high duties on_combing wools
(formerly admitted froe under the Reciprocity Treaty),
have, doring the past year, almost entirely prostrated
and crushed ont ‘tho worsted manufacture ;_and that
like causes in fornteT yearuhave also nearly destroyed
the broaicloth maaunfacture, which formerly consti-
tuted Sty per cent. and upwards of the entire woollen
industry of {be country. Both of these industrics,
although rc,%ulnqg woolIs nut yetraised to any extent
in tho Unibed Btates vs their basis, would, if in active
operation work np & very considerable proportion of
American fleece, trom twcntg to uﬁrtnvj per cent., and
their prostration, therefore, bas nof only deprived the
American woo)- "qqr of & very important and cer-
tain market for £ 3msrtion of bis surplus products, but

has also diminlphed the indnoement for the introduc-
tion of new varicties of wool.

2. Duting the qud of war, colton, formerly the
taxable fabric of gomimon copsumption, attained and
maintaintd 5o bigh a prito that its uso «as greatly
restrioted, thas necddsitating a modt extraordinary de-
mand for wool as & cheaper &b, and leading to a
great incresss in the num%icr of woollen manufac-
turers. Atprescotthis condition of afairsisreversed ;
and cotton, as t¥o cheaper fibre, is rapidly resuming

its normal position, and supplanting tho uso of
wools ; thus introducing a disturbing element which
no legislation can remedy or prevent.

3. Another curious and interesting fact brought up
incidentally during the enquiries instituted by the
Commissioner relative to priees, was tho reception of
testimony fromn alinost every section of the country
from dealers in, and manufacturers of, clothing, that
rarely, in their experience, has so littlo of cloth and
clotling been sold as during tho past fall season ;
thus showing that the burden of taxation and the
high prices of wonllens have forced the peoplo ton
practice of the most nnusual and rigid economy. It
1s now proposed {o remedy these difficulties by mak-
ing the prices of woollens sull higher.

While these facts would seem to unprejudiced
minds to point out an entire withdrawal of protecs
tive dutivs, as the only effectual remedy for the evil,
Mr Wlls, whateves his private conclusions may be,
i3 too well anare of the prejudices of Congress, and
doubtless of a large proportion of the American
people, to ask so much, and contents himself with
advocating & reduction of the duty in favour of
“worsled or combing wools.”” Wools of this char-
acter, which are not grown in any considerable quan-
tity in the United States, are produced in Canada to
the extent of six willions of pounds per annum, and
under the Reciprocity Treaty were imported by the
Americans free of duty. “Under these circum-
stances,” says Mr. Wells, ““ the worsted manufaciure,
which searcely existed in the United States prior to
1560, developed up to 1865 with & rapidity that has
scarcely any precedent in the history of American
maunfactures ; the amount of capital at that date
being estimated at eight millions of dollars, with a
yearly value of product of not less than ten millions
of dollars.

* By the termination of the Reciprocity Treaty,
these wools, before free, became subjected to a duty
of about sixteen c¢ents per ponnd, without any cor-
respouding advance.in the rates imposed on the im-
portations of foreign worsteds. An internal revenue
tax of five per cent. on the domestic manufacture,
was also wmaiotained in force. Under these circum-
stances the only resnlt which could be expected
oceurred, viz. : the almost complete annihilation of
the worsted manufacture—a husiness which withall its
branches employs in France at i~ present-time over
three hundred thousand persons.

“The only remedy fur this state of things is to
reduce the present drty of sixteen cenis per pound
on the importations of combing wools—six cents
being, in the opipion of the Commissioner, a fair
rev e rate—or to place large additional daties on
the importation of mannfactures of worsted, suffi-
ciant to connterbalance the increased duties on the
raw material 1t is unt baelieved that the reduction
of duty on these wools, cven to the extent of making
them entuirely ree, can hring anything of detriment
to the interesis of the American wool grower, inas-
el as the demand for these wools tends, at the
present time, to greatly exceed the supply. Indeed,
in England. at the present time, the future adequate
supply of these wools is already becoming with the
manufacturers a source of no little anxiety, and meet-
ings have heen called looking to the adoption of
measures caleulated to stifl further stimulate their
production. It isstill further the opinion of the best
suthoritics in the United States on this sabject, that
the eountry eould readily and pro &ﬂy consume
twenty millions of poundr annually of this wool, pro-
vided 1t could be obtained. The present market
price of Canada combing wools (November, 1866)
ranges frum scienty to eighty cents per pound, as
compared with forty-five to sixty cents ‘z::‘:pound‘for
donestic fleeces.  ‘The Commissioner, therefore, sub-
nuts to the judgment of Congress whether any fur
thur protection 1s nceded for this branch of’shgcos
lsbandry in the United States. or can bo-offe
greater than that which will result from the develop-
nient of the worsted manufacture.”

This eonfession by Mr Wells is & 600 commentary
upan the wisdom of those narrow-minded statcsmen
who sought the vepeal of the Reciprocity Treaty for
the purpose of injuring and punishing Canoda. Itis
no exaggoration {0 say that the vuin of tho worsted
manufacturev of the Upited States is a tenfold more
serions matter than ol tho Yoss and inconvenicnco
which Canada has suffered from the repeal of the
Treaty  Rut the injury to the worsted manufacturers
is only an item nn the American sidy of tho accommt.
Thero are many articles affected by ‘the zepeat of tho
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Reciprocity Treaty upon which the American con-
suwmer pays tho daty, while in veiy few cases, if at
all, does the burden fall entirely upon tho Canadian
producer. When Americans generally comprehend
the mischief which the repeal of the Recipracity
Treaty has wrought for them as clearly as Mr Wells
comprehends the consequences of the duty upor
Canadian wool, we may expect a more enlghtenca
policy to prevail at Washington. By putting « pro
bibitory duty upon Canadian wool, the Americans
crush out the worsted mapufacture, destroy to that
extert the demand for their own wool, and drive
their people to buy worsted goods made in France
and England ¢ This is the way that protection encour-
ages home production., The sbuiting out of n few
wmillion pounds of Canadian wool is accomplisbed at
the cost of shutting up the worsted mills. reducing
the consumption of American wool, and of increas-
ing the importation of woollen goods from Europr
They could bave part of the wool-growing and all
the manufacturing done in their own country § but
rather than allow some of the wool to come from
Canada, they adopt a policy which vesults in having
all the wool-growing ard all the wanufacturing done
in Europe! That is « protection to home manufac-
tures ”? with a vengeance.

If it were possible to protect the wool-growers of
the United States withont destroying their market,
tho argument in favour of doing so would. ¢ven from
a protectionist point of view, be of the wenkest
character. The demand for wool tends, as Mr. Wells
says, to exceed the supply. The great difficulty is
not to make wool-grawing profitable, but to make
wool chcap cnough to permit mannfacturing to be
profitable. At present prices, which are far in excess
of prices a fev: years ago, the growing of wool isthe
most profitable thing which a farmer who understands
the business can undertake. Given good sheep, suit-
able farming land, and good management, and a fui-
tune may be realized in a few years trom & moderate
capital.  Mr. Wells intimates that the American
wool grower does not require further protection thau
that which would be afforded by the development of
the worsted manufacture, and on that ground recom
mends that the duty upon combing wools be reduced
to six cents per 1b.—a suggestion which is, as we
have said, much more moderate than his facts would
warrant.

We have litlle fo’th, however, that Mr. Wells walt
sneceed in getting bis recomendations passed mto
law at present. Nevertheless he has done his coun-
try an cmpinent service by his masterly exposure ol
the evils of its commercial policy. His exposure 1s
all the more crushing from the fact that it is the work
of a man who sets out by admitting so much of the
theory upon which that policy is based. It would be
an casy thing for a free-trader to expose the evils of
the American system, but when an American protec-
tionist shows so conclusively how American protec
tion defeais itself. there is no answering Lim even
upon protectionist principles.
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Royal Agricnltural Society of England.

Tne gencral annual meeting of members ot the
above Society was held Dec. 12, at the xuctety &
house, Hanover Square. Wo cxtract a portion of
the annual scport which is of general interest.

“ During the Jast half-year six governors and 114
members have died, while ono governor and 32 mewmn-
bers-havd been cleoted, so that the list now com-
Efrises 76 life-governors, 82 annual governors, 1,380
ife members, 3,974 annual members, and 15 honor-
iry hembers, making o fotal of 5,525. The funded
capifal has been reduced by the salo of £1,000 Stock.
and now stands at £18;027 {n tho Now Three per
Cents. This is owing pattly to the appropriation of
& considerable sum to a thorough' investigation into
the resulls of tho calfivation of {be 8oil Ly steam-
‘driven machinery in various l}nu't.s of tho country.
Tothis laticr objeot the council deferminéd to devote
a _sum not cxceeding 1,000, and votwithstanding

the wet autumn, considerablo progresshas been mado



