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be the crowning desideratum of human
existence, longevity? What says the fol-
lowing tabie, recently issued by the In-
vestigation Committee of the BriLish Med-

ical ocintion 1

Aveorage

years,
Habitually temperate e
Careless drinkers. . . .67
Freo drinkers .. e 7.09
Decidedly temperate. . . . b2.02
Total abstainers .. ... ... h1.22
It is often urged nowadays that the

concensus of medical opinion is in favor of
teetotalism. But this is far too readily
assumed and accepted. Ten or twelve
years ago there was no doubt a disposition
on the part of the ical profession to
weepingly condemn the use under all cir-
cumstances of intoxicants. Doctors, like

affected by public opinion to an extent

little suspected, even by themselves. They,

moreover, are governed by fashions and

fads, just s otl ientific men are, -nd‘
lore, they are liable to
and i

[ the moderate use of stimulants. Evi.
dences, therefore, are wultiplying on all
hands that the faculty are coming back,
if not to their old position, yet to a mid-
dle one, which, while rejecting the old
theory, prevalent in my boyhood, of

i ing a sort of uni | pana
cea for wll the ills that flesh is heir t), re-
cognizes them in their proper place wnd
use, as invalusble aids to the preservation
of health and the warding off of disense.

THEIR RECKLESS EXAGOERATION,

3. Another evil feature of the teetotal
craze is the reckless exaggeration indulg-
od in by its advocates in the press and in
the pulpit and on the platform. We are
told, for instance, that a certain number
of persons, equal to half the entire death
rate, die from the effects of immoderate
drinking. But is it possible for anyone
in his senses to mn. such a statement
a8 that ! Is it possible for anyone who
has had experience of life in Canada
to h-luv:ql‘m more than, say, b per cent

ly using liquor to excess—Canadian
society—u sort of pandemonium of riot
and drunkenness, and every other man
you meet more or less of a sot. Any
cause that requires to be bolstered up
with such wild, reckless misstatements
little intrinsic worth or
xaggers-
tion, indulged in as it is by public guides
and teschers, trans tly al o8 it
nevertheless is, bearing its own re-
futation on its face, is bound to have a
demoralizing effect uj the general
public, and especially young and un-

ing, in maki lawful or excus-
able to sacrifice trutl int,
and condoni
tion for the
“

it
to make a
any kind of safe falsifica-

of halping on &
good cause.’ We hear & prest ded | b

about ** Jesui " nowndays ; bot what
of that *‘ Jesuitism” that has reduced
Moy v ”

falsification to  science | =
PROHIBITION UNJUST.
o L S

of the entire death rate is due t
dul 35 Utemmionté

liquors.  Asa

1t is becoming every

Y more unmistakably evident that the

profession is waking up to the fact
hat under the pressure of i

nd in the rebound from

of indiscriminate prescribing of intoxi-

rushed to the opposite and

qually untenable extreme d‘d'::mmoing

heir use under all ciroumstances us &

, are ad the moderate use
of stimulants, ”?tﬁ:.n 'nll-inown’ fact
hat the late Dr.

the brethren, i
inion on the nbjo:d“l, hefore
reintroduced into his family

the celebrat-
fe

lergy of some exp and one
whose work has mainly laid among those
classes said to be most addicted to exoes-
sive drinking, T am not afraid to say that
the percentage of habitual drunkards in
Ontario illm'ly low. In a town
of several ¢! inhabitants where I
once resided all the habitual drunkards
could have been counted upon the fingers.
1 could at this moment give the names
from . And if this town, and
others in wl 1 have lived, are any
criterion, not more on the outside than
one per cent of the general population

4. Prohibition is lly unjust, and
op) to all principles of British justice.
It is punishing one man for the sin of an-
other, the sober man for the drunk

at least ten to one of immoderate drinkers;
and yet we are asked to deprive them of
sacred rights to benefit an insignificant
minority. By an exact reversal of the prin-
ciple of the old and well known proverh,
we are asked to * venture a 'h'-lo to eateh
a aprat,” todo great wrong to bring about
ln"’inﬂniﬁn&m&l benefit, to npp'n':lt the
many, to advantage the few. A clumsior
or more childish method of securing u de-
3’1‘:‘4 result could not be well imagined. It
1d be like ordaining that no man should
walk the streots unless gagged and hand.-
cuffed because a small percentage of the
people are addicted to theft and profanity.
IT NAKES FOR EVIL.
5. From a religious or moral standpoint
is eraze makes all for evil. It
involves the manufacture of new sins and
the crestion of what is practically & new
nliﬁi::.. It fosters an odious b i
i who, feeling themselves
use stimulants, fear the tyranny of po
Iar fanaticism on the subject. This is
manifested by the unworthy dndg
and subterfuges, the sneaking tricks,
lying excuses, the innumerable shams,
A p o

Bocause my neighbor gets drunk, I, who
can ** use it without ahusing,” must be de-
m-dduyindiﬁmbhﬁ'hu as a free
Briton. Because my neighbor is &
lunatic, therefore I must L it under re-
straint | Because someone buys a razor
and cuts his own or somebody else’s
throat, T musn't be allowed to shave.
Even were drunk i

i

evasions, 5,

i of the truth employ w
those who, wishing to stand well with &
certain olass, even gain & reputation
for zeal and *
of .

“soundness " in the cause
, oannot see their way to
personal total abstinence. Practices like
the foregoing of which glaring instances
are almost weekly I:uu!g forth in

in an
majority, 87 cent. of the popula-
tku’:? prohil -
state

pap nre d to bring not
only the teetotal cause, but the whole

name of religion into contempt. What

of | effect can this sort of thing have upon the
smmg. :lx'upthﬁnthndmm
H wi

(Continued on page 19).

G o B




