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FARM-WORK FOR SEPTEMBER.

——

The season s a very backward ouwe,
o good dextl of the land in grain was not
sown till very late, aud, consejuuantly,
the work of OLBARING TIIE STUB-
BLES canunot be proceeded with untit
the middle of this montl, when the sun
can no louger be trusted to kill the couc:
and other root-weeds. In such a stite
of things these enemxes -t necessarlly
be gathered at once, af.er the geubber
bas brought themn to the surface, and
burnt carefully, so as that not a single
rootlet be left undestroyed ; the ashes
may either be spread whare they lie, or,
which is better, be stored under shelter

52' till the spring, wlhen they wild cuaue in

ro! Very handily for mixing with any l:o.w-'
i menl or other artificial manure for tur-;

53, nips, swedes, or mangels. There sho .1l
54' be no delay m setting about this work
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B

as soon as the harvest is finished ; few
things save spring-work so0 much as

___' {cularly in heavy land, asif the cleaning

_.! on clays, the plough has a tendency to,
, produce clods, and, on samis, to dry up.
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is thoroughly done, and the first furrow
for the root-crop is <iven before the
frosts, the grubber and the harrows will
sufficiently prepare the lapd for the
reception of the manure, rendering the
use of the plough in the spriny quite
unnecessary. DBvery one knows thar,

the land : whereas, the grubber and
harrow stir the land thoroughly, keep
the topsoll, finely pulverised as it is by

o the winter's frosts amd thaws, in its pro-
~ per place, and retain the bumidity nead-
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i is not troublesome this month, as the

[

od to sta~t the seed into germinadon.
THE FLOCK.—The care df the flock

stubbles, ete., are - pen to them, and the

a ! rape, that all wise farners bave takaa
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041 the trouble to sow. Is in fu'l bxwinz.
!

Azd here, swe beg to ¢ 1l the attention
of all our readers to Mr. Macfailwe’s
letter on our—page. They will sea how
astonished that worthy corresponient
of ours was at the sight of a real field
of rape, with its 100 lambs at work
upon it, and how surprised he was at
the description the farmer gave him >f
the returns in mutton aad wool from a
fifteen acre plece of that plamt, So, it
is not without reason that we have baent
for nearly 20 years continually pressing
upon the suberiters to this periodical
the advisability of providing a good
sized field of this mutton-making plant
for their sheep.

The owes intended to lamb down early
should now be getting into good cond!-
tion, as a lean ewe scldom bears twias,
and twins are highly desirable in
flocks that are properly louked after,
though we bave heard mep, who
keep sheep as weed-killer+, compiain
of ewes twinning, because the dam in
such cascs requires more food ! Almost
as slily a speech as that of Mr, Dick-
son’s friend, the ¥nglishmnan (of whom
we have nat the slightest recollection).
who wrote, Lo this periodical, that he had
known stock PREFER BROWN HAY
TO GREEN ! Of course he was referring
to meadow-hay; as for clover-hay,that, it
put together fresh enongh in the stack,

cannot be green, the sweating it takes
on there changing the colour, however
green It may be whan earried. The Eun-
glish clover-hay taken from the stuck
to the Lonlon markets would surprize
any foreigner who had been used to
barn-kept hay.

SWINE.--The early spring pigs will

"be gotting on in flesh by the middl: of

this month, and a fuw pease wil. help
them amazingly on the “shack™ of
"the stubbles. See that they have abuwi.
dant s.oplies of water and a place to
wallow in at mid-day, for we have many

age of pasture$ that should be attended
to, nad was, he thought he might say.
absvlutely aeglocted. Nowhere had ae
ween pasture laex] surfuce-gripped, as it
ought to be at intervals—a plough rug
Jdowa the low places. OCuttiug a narrow
trench, about two inches deep aud three
mehes wide, and connecting these tren-
ches with 4 main chaunel iato the neaz-
est diteh, would bave a marked effect
nut only fn unproving the herbage, but
also fn hastening the early growth in
the gpring by making an outlet for the
surface water, which now could not es-

. | Afr. Howman said his remarks were in-
5_‘ cleaning the stubbles in the fall, pm'u-l tended to stimul

: how to meet the evil of what e thought

cape except by evaporation, and by that
ver) process lowering the temperature
of the grasses often to freeziug polnt,
In arable land the question of draluage
was, of course, paramount, and ro
money was so well lald out as on this
work, bu¢ in this, the modern jdea of
cepth was opposed to that held when
draining was tirst invented, and mothing
less than from three to four feet was
thouzht admissable. This erroneons
depth was thought necessary, when 1t
was supposed that plants required =a
counsiderable depth of soil *o 2nable their
roots to descend in search of food ; but
modern knowledze showed that roots
of plants got their chief sustenance rrom
the swiface soil, and tuis probably with-
ot excoption, s2  that dralns from
2 1-2 to 3 fect deep answered all pur-
poses. The next, and probably the
most important iten. was the accu-
mulation in lacd of the fibrons
roots of plauts, commonly know:n
under the name of turf. The high
pressare of continunus  cropping was
no doubt respousible for the lass
j he might call the decreasing fertility of of one of the most valuable mate-
; land, though of course that was a dlm-! 1ials for the support of plfxot life. .\'9
cult point to be certain abont, viz., whe- land that was full of decaying vegetable
- ther tbe land was really poorer in ac-) D-atter could be cousidered to be in an
qguired fertility than it was, say, 50' exhausted state. and po land without
years ago; but the stress and strain that 1t couid bear maximum crops. He was
! was put upon farmers by the conpe-; now alluding to the patural decay of
tition from abroad ; by the imereused the roots of plants, but unrder the head
cost of labour, mot only tn wages, but of decaymg vegetable matter, they must
also in the decreased output of work,! Inclide farm-yard manure. The chief
ihat labourers felt called upon to give, valve of farmyard l:nauure. and 10 a
for their dally wage than they did form- ' great many cases the only value was
erly, compelled ::Stcmion to means by' cue to this decaying vegetabie matter
which larger crops should be grown. andl that .!t cout'alned. and whicl: acted me-
the principles upen which that lncrease' ch:m:cml;r x;!’ noit oml.v keeping the soil
depended. It was necossary, in the first) open, and allowieg the alr to permeate
place, to divide the land for (onsider-‘ tiirough it, but alse, I decomposing, it
atior: into arable and pasture, because ruised the temperatuire of the soil. aed
tnough the treatment in soice dcmlls; thus materially assist in promoting the
were identical, there must he a modifi-, sernination of the seed. and also en-
cation of some of them. Take drainm:' couraged the growih of the plant. If a
as tie tirst csseatial, common to both_;suﬁiciency of manure could be made on 2
before any improvemeot could he made. ' fiarm {o dress the arable land cvery
No practical wman would think !t neces- )ear t.pe question of the malintenance
sary to drain pasture land so thoroughly | of tfterhli;yr w:mld L?efsolvod. but as &
as tbey wonld do arable land, bocause, 'oatter of fact, with few exeeptions, 1t
the aatural habit of grasses were to re-! Was quite impossible to do this, and so
quire more moisture for the productiop, recourse must Le bad to other means
of leaves or herbage, than crops grown' Whereby the ** turf,” or they might call
on arable lamd for seed purposes, sueh' It the “staple of fertllity,” was main-
as cern crops. But large ss was the tained. This was, of course, done by
quauntity of moisture required by gras.-*-:the system of cropping, when the temp-
land, it was also clear that some outlet orary seeds took their place in the rota-
must be made for the circulation of the, fion, and the true principls seemed to
water, or else stagnation ensued. and lie in so prolonging the zrowth of these
a deterforation of the herbage conse- seeds that the maximum of root growth
quent upon it took place. Water grasses thould bLe attained. The same end. ap-
and mosses took the place of the betfer, peared io be attained Ly the growth of
tinds. The conditions for the proper any green crop, and then elther feeding
and vigorous growth of grasses were, it off or plonghing it ander ; but neither
exactly the same ss those for growing feediug off the crop vor ploughing it
21l other kinds of plants. They required, unger woull r";:]rw attain the end {hey
warmth and air and molsture. It did, bad o view. TLe reason why the ob-
not necessarily follow that because, 1alnlng of turf in land was so all im-
draining was necessary to ensnre chvu-' portant was, first because of its mechan-
lation of water, and thus the c!rcmauon' icnl nctlon, similar to farmyard manwwe.
of air and warmth were ensured at the in alding in the <«irculation of air
i, .
same time, that draining shounld be deep . tihrough the soll, and in increasing .its
and costly, asd in the class of Jand that, temperature ; but  secondly, and of
{liese vales had, would be utterly cqual i{mportance, was that in the de-
thrown away; it was the surface drain- tomposition of the vezetable maiter.

1t hot noon {n September.

Take care that THE COWS do not rall
off in milk, should a dry time ensu»;
but yon know all about these regular
duties quite as well as we do.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CHAMBER 0F
ACGRICULTURE.

Draining—Surface grips— Tarf— Rs-
tations— Manures

HOW TO KEEP LAND IN CON-
DITION.

My, Henry A. Howman, County Coun-
cil Director of Agriculture and Dairy
lustraetor, tlien wuroduced the suoject
{of “How to Keep land in coedition.”

ate thought and dis ,
| cussion, and dic not pretend to be ex-f
" haustive of the subject. It was no
. doubt a mutter for seriois consideration




