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" Children’s Companionships.

(By Mary Wood-Allen, M.D., in ‘Con-
gregationalist.’)

A handsomely dressed little boy stood
looking wistfully out of the window of an
elegant house at the play of three bare-
footed children in the yard of a small. cot-
tage across the street. ‘Ob, do let me go
and play with them, he cried; ‘they have

such fun.’

‘I really don't see, Robbie, why you want
to go and play with those rude children,
. They have no nice toys .like yours. ‘Why
can’t you play with your express wagson
or rocking-horse?’

‘Robbie glanced
beautiful toys and replied frowningly:
‘ They - don’t need playthings; they bhava
each other., Oh, mamma, let me go, they
are such beautiful children.

Mamma, locking out of the: window, saw
only three noisy urchins, ‘tooting’ horns,
playing drum on a tin pan, hallooing,
climbing fences,. tearing clothes and occa-
gionally squabbiing among themselves, and
.ghe did not enjoy the thought of Robbie
looking and behaving as they did, so she
said quietly but firmly: ‘I can't let you
go to play with them, but I'll play with
you.

*‘Oh, mama,’” said Robbie, despamngly,
‘yoa don’t real play, you only play play.’

What a keen insight into facts this little
outcry displayed and what a longing for
true companionship ! - It ought to have
touched the heart of the mother with a
new revelation of Scripture that, ‘it is not
good for man to be alone,’ be the man six
years old or twenty-six or sixty.

As the adult man must live with his
kind, ,so the child-mau should live with
his kind, and in the varying pheses of ‘child
life learn to adjust himself to the demands
of society. The one child among a tamlly
of adults does n»ot learn the social virtues.
How can he? He is in a world not made
for him, not suited to him, and he is de-
barred from the world where his.interests
and opportunities are. He may be taught
the superficialities of good manners, but
there is nothing to develop within him the
emotiops, thoughts and desires, which
wculd engender the truest politeness. He
does pot seem selfish, it may be, because
no demands for generosity are made of
him. He is not learning the property
rights of others, because no one wants his
poessessions. He is not receiving lessons in
yielding to the wishas of others, for in im-
portant matters he obeys commands; in his
plays he has his own way.

I kpnew a child who, brought up alone,
did not know how to behave when other
chi*dren came in to visit her. She would

look at them timidly and then, perhaps, -

run to the piano and pound on it and sing
at the top of her voice, or she would run
up and down the room shouting loudly.
Her mother could not understand why the
child did not play with her little visitors,
but the truth was she did nol know how.
The presence of another child elated her,
and, as she knew no way to play with other
children, - she tried to entertain them by
making a noise of some kird.

Observant parents can learn more of thelr
children’s true character by watching them
fn their play than in any other way, and if
they are wise can use the knowledge thus
obtained in helping the child to overcome
his defects and strengthsn his character.
even children may have character, but they
can only attain it by mingling with their
kind, If taught self-control, truthfulness,
honor, fair-dealing and purity in childhood,
not by seclusion, but by meeting the prob-
lems of child life under the sympathetic and
not too obtrusive guidance of their parents,
they will be fitted to meet bravely the prob-
lems of adult life when they are perhaps
deprived of parental counsel and sympathy,

In exeessive fear that their children may
be injured by evil influences, parents lose
sight.of another fact, namely, that children

contemptuously at the’

BN

may be’ taught to become positive moral
forces for the mﬂuencing of their compan-
ions.

‘He's not a good boy for you ta play with,?
said a mother to her little son. -

‘But, mamma, I'm a good boy for. hlm to
play with,’ was the reply of the child, -who
consclously recogmzed his own mora.l
worth.

This is suggestive. Why should not the
child be taught that he is tb-be a moral
power, taught that instead of being afratd
of being led into wrong he is to be 2
conscious leader into righteousness. As he
grows older he will meet evil in its various
forms, and it may be that through negative
training he will fall an easy victim to temp-
tations; Wwhereas, if he had been taught
the positive side of virtue,-
with the consciousness of hig own divinity

and his obligation to lead others into paths -

of righteousness, evil would have had no
power over him,

Child hermits are no more to be. desired
than adult hérmits, but because children
are immature of judgment their companion-

ship must not be left to chance, nor must it

be without supervision. The methods by
which his associations shall be regulated
must be left to the wisdom of the parent,
but companionship of his peers the child

* must have if he is to grow naturally into

the social life of the world, be it in busi-

ness, pleasure, intellect or religion.

Reserve Toys.

' Iach year, with the arrival of ChnstmaS,

_there rushes into the home in which chil-

dren dwell a flood of toys that threatens to
inundate the nursery, and make all sem-
blance of order impossible. The playthings
are so numerous that the satiated owners
turn from ‘ome to the other without deriv-
ing thorough enjoyment from any one .of

.them. The novelty soon wears off, and in

a few weeks the pretty trifles are more or
less broken or marred, and the little ones
view them discontentedly, and  long aloud
for fresh fields and pastures new. To avert
this certain reaction the judicious mother
will select from among the mass of toys.a
number which are to be laid aside for fu-
ture use. It is not necessary to tell the
children of this scheme,
the attlc or the upper shelf in a closet may
be a storehouse for many of these treasures.
There they will rest unharmed until the
playthings in the nursery become an old
story, when they in their turn are relegat-
ed to the upper shelf, and the new toys ap-
pear. These will be hailed with delight by
the little ones, by whom they have .been
forgotten. Or it may be that the children
have been confined to the house by a
storm, or, more trying still, to the nursery
by some ailment that makes life seem
dreary to their baby eyes. Then mamma
appears with -her reserve fund, and outdoor
allurements, and 1ndoor ailments are forgot-
ten in the joy of new possessions. This
system keeps the nursery from being over-
crowded with toys, and preserves, the toys
from the breakages consequent upon such
overcrowding. - But, best of all, it provides
the children with a variety of amusements
through the monotonous winter days. —
‘Herper's Bazaar,

Give Peace Again.
0O God of Love, O King of Peace,

Make wars thoughout the world to cease. :

The wrath of sinful man restrain;
Give peace, O God, give peace again.

Remember, Lord, Thy works of old,
The wonders that our fathers told;
Remember not our sins’ dark sta.in—
Give peace, O God, give peace again.

Whom shall we trust, but Thee, O Lord?
Where rest but on Thy faithful Word?
None ever called on Thee in vain—
Give peace, O God, give peace again.

Where saints and angels dwell above,
Al hearts are knit in holy love;
O bind us in that holy chain; -
Give peace, O God, give peace again.
" H. W. Baker.
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The Messen ger

Hunt.mdon, Quebec.

John Dougall.and- Son.

Dea.r Sirs,—I" enclose- postal note for $1 25
for ‘ Northern Messengers '’ for one year to
five boys. .
- I want the boys to 1mb1be
principles’ 52 times in a year.
the saving of some of them.

Families little realize what their children

¢ Witness
It may be

_lose (in a moral sense) by the a.bsenee of

such reading matter in their homes.
Truly yours,
J. R. Clouston, M.D.
Coroner for Huntingdon, Quebec.

Will not each. reader of the ‘ Messenger*
send us one new subseription this season?

Why should not each reader of the ‘ Mes-
senger’ send us one or more new subscrip-
If that
only did happen we could afford to greatly
improve the paper in many ways.

. If the ‘Messenger’ is not taken in your
Sunday School, will you not show this copy
to your pastor, and say that the rate of sub-
seription to Sunday School Clubs is only
20 cents per annum; and then tell him
how much you and your family enjoy the
¢ Messenger s’ weekly visits.

If you have mislaid the Premium List,
and would like another, it will be sent you
promptly upon receipt of your request.
Meantime you had better get to work at

“onge if you want to earn a premium easily,

because there are more people willing to
subscribe to a paper in January than in any
other month. Few can resist so interesting
a paper at so low a price.

Tell your friends that if they subscribe to
the ‘Messenger’ at once, ba.ck copies con-
taining the first chapters of ‘Black Rock’
will be sent them free of charge.

* ADVERTISEMENTS.

EPPS'S COCOA

GRATEFUL COMFORTING
Distinguished everywhere
for Delicacy of Flavor, Supes
rior Quaslity, and highly Nue
tritive Properties. Specially
grateful and comforting to
the nervous and dyspeptic. .
Sold only in Y Ib. tins, lae
belled JAMES EPPS & Co.,
Ltd., Homceopathic Chema
ists, London, England.

SUPPER

BREAKFAST

EPPS'S COCI

NORTHERN MESSENGER

" (A Twelve Page Illustrated Weekly),

One yearly subscription, 30c.

Three or more copxes separately address«
ed, 25c, each, :

Ten or more to an indxwdual address, 20c,
each.

Ten or more separately a.ddressed 25¢. per
copy.

‘When addressed to Montreal City, Great Britain and Postal
Unicn countries, 520 postago must be addoed for each copy;
TUnited Btates and Canada froo of postage. Special arrangs-
ments will be made for delivering packages of 10 or morein
Montreal, Bubscribers residing in the United Btates can remit
by Post Ofico Money Order on Rouse’s Point, N.Y, or Express
Money Order psyable in Montreal,

uSample package supplied free on applica-
on,
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal.

T'HE ‘NORTHERN MESSENGER' is printed and published
every week at tho * Witness' Building, nt the corner of Craig
and 8t. Peler streets, in tho city of Montreal, by John
Redputh Dougall, of Montreal

All busi icobi should bo addresged ‘John
Dougall & Son, and all letters to the editor should bo
addrissed Editor of tho 'Northnrn Messanger.’




