THE CATHOLIC.

aospely which subdues the loftiest dignitaries of tha
carth to the yoke of Christ; and breaks with con-
tation the hardest hearts. It is the voice of the
Suaviour's precursors, cryine in the desurt of this
world: prepare ye the way of the Lord, §c. ’
Verse 17, Shall be slain by Elisius.—FEliscus!
did not killany of the idolators” with the material,
snord:s but he  bere yoined with Hazael amd J(\Im,l
the great mstrumentsof God in pumshing the ido-
fawy of {sroel; Lecause he joretold to she former his'l
xaltation to the kingdom of Syria; and the ven-
aeance hie wonld exeente agsiust Israek: and anoint-
«d the latter by ancof his dis:iples to be king of]
fsracel, with comnussion to exarrjate the House of
Achab,
Verse 20,

snd, when Elas cane up lo him,

cflorts of men against God, and his servants, whom
he_willeth to protect. D. B,

Verse 17.—7ke Second year of Joram, counted
from the time that he was aseociated (o the ‘Ihrone
by his Father Josephat.—Ibid- .

Chapter 2,— verso 1+ By Heaven, liere is not
meant the final Heaven. of tre blest, where
God is seen faceto face  for no man can see God
and live: butsome lowar hearenly regivn,the Proph-
et’s appointed place of temporary residvnee.

Verse 8,— 7'he Sons of the Prophels; that is,
the Disciples of the Prophets ; who seem 1o have
had their Schools, Jike Colleges, or commum!ties
in Bethel Jerico,and other pTuscs in the Days or
Eliasand Eliscus.— D. B

Verse 8 —FHere is mentioned another miracle
wrought with the mantle of has ; which agin is

Ae cust his mantle upon him, nd ke forthwith left:
the oren, and ran ufter Elias. God with any -’
strument ean work whatwonders he pleascs. What
a wonderful change dul he not  here workou the ‘
mind ot Eliscus. with the touch of the mantle of
Elias:—Are  Protestims aware that all the differ |}
cpce between them and the Catholie Church an
the subyeet of vELIcs, is, thetshe atfirms, with serip-
1ural proaton her s, e & lh\\‘y deny,nithoutt,that;
God can wo k any wonders with such things; which
o tntinn less Ran blasphemy.

Clapter 20—~Verse 11, Let not the girded §-c.!
Lt am not boasy betine the victory. 1t will then |
L time 10 glory, when Le putteth off lis armour,,
has g overcome tas adversary. DL B i

Veise $6-

T'ne one, who woull not strike, at
the word of the Lord, represented Achab; who
spaved the bfe of the blasphemous king Benadaly!
whom hie therefore should have slam.  And I:cucci
he like the disobedient prophiet, doomed humself to ||
was perish.

Chapter 21—Verscs 27, 23,29. In these verses:
we see, confirmed the doctrine of the Catholic
Church; that fasting and pemteatial exercisos ap-
prase or mitigate the wrath of God.

Chapter 22—Verse 15.  Go up§c. This was|
spoken ironically, and by way of jesiingat thei
fattering speeches of the fulse pml:he(s, and so the
King understood it, as appears by his adjuring
Micheas in the following verse to tell hun the truth
in the name ofthe Lord. D. B. f

Verse 20— gad the Lord suid $¢.  God stand-
eth not in need of any conncellor; nor are we to!
suppose that thiigs pass in Flzaven in the manver |
here described. ~But this representation was made
to the Prophet, to be delivered by him in a manner
adapted tn the common ways and notions ofj
Men, Ibid.

Verse 22.  Go forth and doso. 'This was nota
command, but a pormission; for God never ordain-
oth lies: though he often permitteth the lying epirit
to deceive tlose, who love not the truth.—2 Thess.
2. 10; & in thissense it is said in the following verse:

the Lord hath given alying spirit inthe mouth of
all thy prophets.—Ihid.

Verse 1{) Ile tool: not away, &c. e lef) some
of the high places, viz. those, in which they wor-
shipped 2 true God; but took away all the others,
2 Paral. 7, 6.—and wale, verse L1, of ch. 13, 3,
Sings.—1Ihid.

Verse50.  Anad Josapha! would not. He had
been reprehended before for admitting sucha part-
;xgr; m\ilbgl;crcfore would have no more to do with
1 —~~1bid.

Fnd of thethird book of Kings.

THE FOURTII BOOK OF KINGS,

Chapter 1—verse 10, Let fire §'e.  Ehas was
« nspired 1o eall for {fire fiom Heaven upon these
captams, who came to apprehend  him ; hedid so,
not out of any desire to gratily any private passion

finzint

repeated with the sare precious Relic by the
hhet Lliseus, who had received with it the Double

pirit of its first Owner.—VYerse 14.

Verse 15. . . .. . Zhey worshipped him, fulling
to the ground.—These sons of the prophets were
no Quakers : no, nor Protestants, wfxo hold it un-
lawvful so to worship the Creature, from any religi-
ous motive ; or forany Spiritual excellency.

Verse 20. T'he clean vessel with salt in it vepresent
the just whom the Saviour calls the salt of the Furth
becaus by their virtuous conduct and conversation
they carrect the impuritics of guilt in others; pre-
serve them from the corruption of sin; and render
them fruittull in goood works.

Verse 24—~ Cursed them. This curso, which
was followed by so:visible a judgment of God, was
not the effect of passion; but of zeal for Religibn;
which was insulted by these boys in the person of
the Prophet and of divine inspiration; God punish-

L iis manner the inhabitants of Bethel, (the

fchief seat of the Calf worship:) wha had trained up

their children in a prejudice against the trye religi-
on and its ministers.—=D B.

Chapter 8.—Verse 14 If Fdid not reverence the
| fuce of Josaphut, Ring of Juda, 2 would not huve
hearkened 1o thee nor looked upon thee.—Flere 1we
see, as the Catholic Church teaches, that the wickerd
and unbelieving, are often saved, forthe sake of
the Faith{ul and just.

Verse 25.—Brick walls only remained. 'This
was the proper naw e of thelChicf City of the IMo-
abites, in Hebrew ATr— Haraseth. .

Chapter 4.—Verse 29,  Sulute him not. He
that is sent, to raise to life the Siuner spirituaily
dead, must not suffer hismself tobe called off, or
diverted from his cnlcrprizc by the salutations or
ceremonies of the worid.—Ibid.

Verse 81, St. Augustine considers a great mys-
tery in this miracle wrought by the prophet Elise-
us; thus, by the stafl sent by his servant, 1s  figur-
ed the rod of Moses, ur the old law; which was
not sufficient to bring mankind tolife, then dead in
sin. It was necessary that Christ himself should
come; and by taking human nature, become  flesh
of our flesh and restore ws thus  to lite. In this
Lliiseous was a figure of Christ, as it was necessa-

llry that he should come hituseif to bring the dead

child to ik, and restore him to his mother; whois
here, in a mystigal sense a figure of the Church.
bid.

Verse 37. And the child gaped seven times and
opened Lis eyes, Analiusion is here made to the
spiritual rcanimations and enlightening effect of the
seven sacraments, at the last ‘exertion of the pro-
phet; thatis, under the final dispensation of the Sa-
viour.

Verse 39, She came and fellal Lis feet and wor-
shipped upon the ground. Did she do wrong, in
thus worshipping the creature; not as God, but as
his minister!

Verse 39, Wild gourds.— Colocynthidas, They
are extremely bitter. and therefore ave colled the

bat to punish the insult affcred to Relynon 5 to con-
firm his Mission : and 10 show low vamare the

gall of the carth; and ave poisonous, if laken in a
great quantity,
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pro-,

| Imprison’d thas, and

Verse 41, Bring some meal. This represents
the flour. of which that bread is made, which is
changed in the Eucharist into the living and life
giving bread of the saviou,

Verse 41, And they cat; and thre was lof?, ar
cording tothe word of the Lord. Who sees not
here the tigure of the wonderful revroduction of the
living bread in the cucharist; in the same manner as
our Saviour alluded to it, by the reproduction ol
the few loavesan the desart, to feed the bhungry
multitud.? . i

To be centinued
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Extracted From Charity.

A M. S, POEM.

YWhat treasuzes vast in carth’s rich bosom stor’d
Of min'ral Iuud ; all for our various use

And comfort desun’d ! Whence materials fit
We for cach choice or needful purpose form :
The ores metalic ; and the pitchy stone,

‘Their stubborn force i"mtctl tosubidue :

Or warm in wint'ry colds our chilly frame

With kindly blaze ;

and sweet repast prepare.
ever close at hand

In many a substance sleeps the embryo ffamc;

80 wond’rously compress'd ; since nought on carth

So volatile and fugitive is kuown.

. Say, Chemysts, whenee and how your drugs & dges
Ye mix and decompose ; with all your art
Pharmatic tried, and stalf progressive found 7
Such from her store exhaustless earth supplics
And bids to man, her Lord and ruler own’d,
Her ¢v’ry slement submissive yicld.

For bim her viewless winds careering fls.
Far from his lowly hone inteut to swec[;
The dauk contagion, brew’d in loit’ring fogs,

{Mr. L., O'Bricn,. ...

And lurking 5 shrouded in the stagnant gloom.

The misty fluid canght, they bear aloft's

Roll into clowds ; and waft all around our globe
On sounding pinions bome 3 till, where abrupt
Xuwns the wide chasm, by heats dilating caus’d <
They suddeu drop tacir chargein welcome show'rs
Irrigu ous spread, (o dsench our thirsty soil.

Fhrough foaming occan’s tide they too impel
Like stccdﬁ eerial tugging at his Car, ¥ beh
Man’s vent'rous bark ; and urge to distant climes
Its course ; like flect wing’d cagle’s airy flight,
Thus, ev’n the wat’ry world, at first that scem’d
The bound’ry plac’d impervious to man’s sway ;
Free access, and convenient now afiords
‘To all the realms remote of bis domain.
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