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UNION WITH ROME.

‘I'hat tho Oxford school (says the Ca-
“tholic Herald) is not uverse to union «ith
Rome, may be gathered from the fullowing
description of the helplessness and misery
attendant on separation. It is taken from
a spwritual article on the “New Oxford
Theological Statutes, ' which appears in
the last uumber of the *British Critic.”

“We must contess that we have no wish
to see the Chatch of England in  pusses-
sion ol & very strong organ for securing
uniformity of opinion, even though we
could expect that umfurmty to be of a
veuy high kind, und o decided improve.
ment on the present day.  Of course, in
saving this, we kuow wo are hable to nus-

constru- tion, but we are far too stre of

our grounds to be silent on that account. :

Tn the Giest place, it 1s notithe Church of
England, but the State ol England, which
ts very far from dentical with the Church,
that possesses the organ, whatever there
15 now, and whatever there is to be. Then,
what right has the Church of England, or
any other ‘national churcl,’ 10 such an
organ?  Where are her credeantinls ?
What text, what interpretation, what tra-
ditionary belief or commission?  There
are actually in the Chuich of England nlf
shades of opinton, all varicties of tone. [s
itnot the necessary condition, and even
the fair penalty of her insulted state,
that there should be such uncomfortable
divisions within hier pale ?  If thac insula-
tion be ever so unavoidable, and. on the
whole, ever so justifiable, still itis a state
ot schism; it isa misfortune ; 1tis a weaks
ness, an infirmity of ¢ thirty and eight
years, " and as such must be expected
to tell in certain palpable frus. We
cannot ba sick and strong st the same
time.  We cannot bargain for the name
and semblance of a fever, yetto be as vi-
gorous and comfortable as ever. Thus,
4s it appears to us, is it with our miserable
tnsulation. We bhave not, and must not

expect 1o have the anthority over men’s’

consciences which the undivi‘ed church
had, We give up union—then we must
give up strength. I it be as we sy, the
warking of the new Anglican Sorbonne
will shew it. It will be peremptory, and
will peshaps secore the implicit confidence
of those wito are inchned to a * Nationay
Taith :* but the more thoroughly 1t over-
awes the judzment of the numerous and
respectable classes, in a mere statisucal
point of view not undeserving of considara-
tivn, viz. these who undervalue all church
aathority, and those who look to a bigher

aue than vuaht to be assumed by a nation. |

al establishment,  The history of this
country under the existing schism suflici
ently shows that, however respretable
and venerable our branch of the church
ieesreemed, and ought to be esteemed,
still thete s a certain point beyond which
its authority will nat bear straining,  1f,
as of itsclf, asan integral, individual body,
it once pretends 10 speak in the Jofiy lans
zuage of Universality, and claims for jt-
self alone the blessed promises of Christ's
presence, through Iis Holy Spicit guiding
the church to all truth, all men are imme-
diately conscinus of its utter insufliciency

50 to speuk. They detect usurpation ;

The Catholic.

and pleading our church's own futal exs\course all chrisiians must esteem it, and,
ample of division, and apparent indifte- [nccordingly, an object among others, But
rence to Catholic unity, they assume for jour first and immediate duties are near-
themselves mdividually a similar license, {er home. Lot us reck then. to purify
and leave Yier bosom. Thisis a question jour own hearts, and act up to our'profes-
of fact, not of duty. There should be {sions, let us love and edify ono another;
little doubt in the mind of the humble and ;le( us moke common causo with holiness
reverential Cliristian, as 1o what authori- | wherever foundd in alliance with the truth,
ty and what communion he ought to cun- jor with & truth-secking temper, Let us

| sider as having the primary place to his throw ourselves with humility an. confi-}}ish State had been perlectly innocent, and
regards and affections in his Kingdom. As ; dingness into the duties which Providence | hnd merely acted on the defensive, he does
long as his conscience allows him, his re- | bas placed in our way 5 somay we bejyg appear to admit, whit the historian of
gnid for the Clarch Catholic should lead |ussured that He who holds heanis in Ilis

him to contmue in this branch of'it, Weflmnd will dispose our estranged brethiren ly forward, thata schism trom the rest of

are merely saying that as a matter of fact|townrds us, and us towards them, and

) . : ) the Church Catholic, however caused, is a
§wlnch none can help recognizing, however. cause tis One lloly Ca.lwlic Church 10 mst miserable condition, and one 1o bo

s differently people may view n, the claim Tavoided by the utmost stretch of all al-

(be in the end the joy of the whole carth.
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of our church as a branch of the Church Ours, it is tiue, may be the work, and U jowable means, one hkely to bu o most

uaspeakable hindrance to the prayers and

, Catholic, is asserted under grievous duffi- i children’s the glory ; we may die, (us one
other services of the separated church, and

a vemenduus impediment in the way of
Christian perfectiion.  This we say fear-
lessly—we would say it il all the works of
the Fathers—and other records of the first
four centuries, had perished—if we had
nothing but the Biblle to look to-—if we
had nothing but the 17th chapter of St.
John trom which to desive our notion and
estimate of Christian unity.”

I The identity of Oxford sentiments with
those of Roman divines,is no Junger consid-
ered an unwarrantable imputation to be g
once repelled. In a review of Goode's

Divine Rule of faith and practce, it is
thus noticed.

* The other topic to which we have
alluded is the supposed identity of those
doctrines with the received Roman theolo-
gy.  But this of course would only make
their truth more probable, as manifesting
so great an amount of consent for them
in so many churches. ‘Phetime, we trust,
ig pest, when it shall be considered an are
gument against opinions, otherwise pro-
bable, that they are held by all other parts
of Catholic Christendom. Siill less, surely,
will this arrogant clainy to exclusive purity
be allowed weight in the present case ;
. - portions of the same socicty happened to; for Mr. Goode’s line of argument on thy
pery dirsetly, it lhf"-v ple‘asc, !’"t fot by dwell,strangers & foreigners,among the in- | whole, be it observed, is not that the Ox-
leting |°°“:° upon it rationalism. What | abisaats of aneor another nation, ‘Thenford writers have changed their oxcn op-
could possibly play more into the hands \ o o1t Clistians one, wherever they %inions.bux that they have mistaken the sen-
of Rome than to rationahze the Enghsly’ dwelt; and wherever they journeyed they ;timents of the Roman church.  He main-
church 1 In point of fact, no event ever o ung yrethren. Then wasit not,as now, | tains against them, c. g. not that they have
did inspire such a jealousy, and indignas o1 5 Christian bishop, or pricsl', or layiceased 1o condemn the enforcement of
|tion, and disgust, in a ceraun set. of Ros man, by crossing a river or a mountaintruths as essential without Scripture sancs
i mamst agitators as the Censure of 1586, 44 Vimselr among men of another com- - tion, but that they were in error from the
"The creeds arc the great stop.gap of the "munion, from whose altars aud worship e first in supposing that the Reman chuich
. English Church against undue and factious ' i chut out, and by whom bis place in the idoes so enforce them 5 (vol. i. p.Gl, also

aggression on the part of Rome 5 wo say! Cpyreh (whmc'-'e.r it may chance to be) s Pu 533;) not that they blame less than they
~undue and factious, fur, of course, the ul-: gepied him ; but, furmshed with letters of  furmerly did, disrezard of anuquity, but
s tmate eadencey of all truth s a true wod | peace from the church at home, he mught'that it is really no Roman Catholic prines-
truthful union.” 'travel from Britain to India or Ethwpia, ple to neglectit (p.82).  Istheology then
“An explanation of a passage in an!yygi, every city, wherever he went, he:to be the only subject on which we
Aruicle on certain works of Bishop Jewel, ! o acknowlcdéed, loved, and honored, shall make no amends to our brother, if wo
tpublished in the British Critic for July, " nccording to his place and station in whe discover ourselvesto have slandered him ?
1841," hus recently appeared from the ! church s a fother or a son, or a brother, | That the growing fecling among us is very
; London press, ;md-is reviewed in the last: \ o b0 o oo might be, by every Christian different, we have a cheering sign in the
j pumber of this Periodical.  The conclud- throughout the world, He might wander,! Fécent controversy between Mr.Dodsworth
i ing pfznzngrxxlrlx is introduced by the review- indeed, among men of other tongues, and |and Mr. Sibthorpe.  The former respected
er with these words : i strange language, but inevery place heland much esicemed divine baving used

““Weare only embodying the sentiments | found the words of the prophet fulfilled, | rash language against tho Roman doc-
with which the writer before us, speaking hat even in the land.of Egypt thero were wino of the Mass, and haviag been set
on the subject ot union with Rome, con-} . , . ) . 1. | right by his oppouent as to its real nature,

cities speaking the language of Canaan; he

cludes his Leuter : foued the chieel be. indeed. a1 handsomely and generously acknowledg:
“Weo have no iuclination 10 recognrze | lound the c'“",'“ to be, mdeed, 2 heaved| 4 pis mistake, professing that, as now
union with the rest of Christendom as a|ubon carth.

" put before him, he saw no difficuhy in that
first okject.  An inestinable blessing, of DA S A . doctrine.  We think then that if tho view

“ The docirine of n visiblo church—
onie Catholic and Apostolic Churcli—~ho
seems to us 10 view through a very Angli-
can medium—in fact to wake very little of
1. Ho seams to imply the possibility of
one part-of the church being indepondent
of, i. e. under no actual existing obliga-
tions to the rest,  Throwing on Rome the
whole blame of the schism, us 1f the Eng-

suchanievent ought to have put prominent-

“culty and disparagement : viz. the too fla- j has benunfully said) in sight, but not as
"grant fact that she is separuted fiom tlw!yet in possession of the prowmised land 3
{ restof’ the Church Catiolic, and at wter | sull, better far to live and die in banish
hostluy with it Ouar church satstactori- | ment and isolation, than to anticipate
ly acceunts for the fact 5 all, or nealy all,) God's time, and purchase his blessings at
declare themselves fully satnfied with her § the expense even of onceven among those
account: but unfortunatelythe fuct remains, | meek and dunful tempers, which are the
yand in a standing lesson, and a pregnaut: indispensable conditions of their vulue.' "
“example. While the fact does so remain,{ A beaunful passage is extracted in the
"be it only for a few more generauions, or ! totices of bouks, from a work of Mr. 11
till the cousummaticn of ull things, the| W. Wilberfore, on ¢ Church Unity.”
t Church of England must assert its authe-! ¢ Chrishans were not always divided
;rily over opinion with a peculiar delicacy ! amongst themselves as we now see then.
'and reserve, and cven then must expecti No ; there was a tinie, before Satan had
only a very partial and precadions sub- sucieeded in scuing the cast lrom the west,
mission. 1t must remember that it has) i0 setting up.the south against the north,&
« 1wither the same human aids, nor the sume' in dividing each against jtself,~ there was
' Divine promise towards truth, as ll:osci" time when they were, in reality, one
enjoved by the Church Catholic.  Being: body. The Church, which now lies shivers
-onlv local and so under local inl]ucncesJed. and only hereand shere reflects from
it must u priori expect to foll so far short ! 00w or another of her fragments a spark
vof the truth,  And under this condition, } of the Divine glory, was then one unbros
" nawral modesty, as well as right reason, | ken mirror, giving back, aithough from an
! will suggest that she ought to entreat ra-i;c“"l"y substance, the very image of her
ther than command, and continue her old Father which isin heaven.  Then there
bearing, which has been rather that of a was no geographical religior, such as our
subordinate tnbunul, than as a court of, eyes s+¢; no English church, and French
final .nppcal.‘: .church and Roman charch, oand Greek

) } - church, except in as much as the different
« Let them assail what they think Po-!
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