
TIEEC CANA]MAN MASON1C PIONEER

Massachusetts ; and cons-ideritng 'lie naies it
bears, and tlie history of tlic formationa of the
Grand Lo<lge of that ancient Comman %vealthi,
1 havo been more tlaan iturprised at somoi of
ite Positions.

The Report bogins with flic expressions of
a great deni of sympatlîy, and expresses tlice
opinion that an inutopeaident organisaios ae
essentiai to thoc eff'ectivo and proper %vorking
of tlie order, in fico opinion of flico entire craft
in Canada; but professes tu faîîd "' vili-ti
principles"' in tho ivay of recuuinitioîs, and
then Ctales tho question ai issue te bc, - %vite-
thier it is consistent, with tise recognizcî' laws
or customs of Ireemasonry, for any lodgeb tin-
der a particular jisrisdiction, te secede from
the parent body without its consent, anit.î
f orm, of tlieir own autlîoraty, a new body,
lsaving ais independent existence aciâ Inde-
pendent powvers."I

Althosagh the question maght have been
etated with greater fairness, 1I(do not obeto
il, as thus express-ed. And I fée aic datliuu]t,
in saying, that if tlie ccnsistency of suc/i ac"-
taon is clenied, Massachusetts lîerself las no
Iegitirnate Grand Lodgc uh-latecrer. Site askA-
cd nu Ilconsent" te Ilsecedt!" from tlic -pa-
rent body," by eitlier etf lier Provincial
Grand Lodges. Boti on the 2nd la), of
January, 1783, wvhen the uld Mass.îcliubett
Grand Lodge assembied, aftei ait ctiic sus-
pension cf eight year4; andin Augusiï 185î-
when hier Saint Johin's Grand Lodgc' met, afier
a suspension cf more titan twelve ,car-
we find nec such idea dreanied of,
se far as site laas scees fit te diboluse
het lîistory te flic rnasunic wvorid. Titec
Granl Master cf ccii of lier Grandt Ludgcs
laid in lais sliroud et gluiry nter tîlu Kitig's
Chapel, and flic otiier alsis had pasbeJ aud)
from cartla. An assumned -- elctiý( bupn'-
n1acy,ll ini ctueee case, and a ,iei ly iss-
stimed right to act, ai tlie utlitur, %vere alt that,
%verc theught aîecessary in -1ui good da3s
cf etd."1 Nor was ancre tliougl-it needfui %%lien
the Massachsusetts aaîd St. .hshiî*s riî
Lodges, unaited iii 1792, aand fujrmed thàe pre-
s5ent Grand Lodge cf MsaUst~

Ifail titis acti on wvas net secessioai. b3 %% hng
isame isit toecdestribed ? IV]ioevCir leii'd,
ameuag il ail, that tii -- conusent *" cf tue

Grand Btody' Ilas asked, aaid Nv.,o 0 iî
munt as not tn kcnout, fiit tîpoanefas~z,:
authority, M~assachsusetts iainIjratscd. a 'i
body, wvith an indejecsadet eQlItCîII t. alid ita,-
dependent powers." 'IThis bein- ftie, the
committce cf M-assacisuseits intast eitlier dîs>a-
vow isemrselveil, or admit fiait iindeccdtili
action is te bc c:,ijovcd Uv theusa onii iii coin-
monw~ith others.

1 quote another paragzraeii frurm tite repornt

correctness. Tite second portion has ne truthli intcntied, at secîns te me te open, n founitain of
te sustaîli at, and, af M~assaclIuqetts 1101(1 te at, 1bitte, waters, illy adapted te promete the
sfio stands alone. 1 %vold bc highly thank-
rui te k-now, ulhen, whlere, and by ic/let ni ay
siacîs rote, ns te tlie Granad Lodzes cf fiac ler-
ritories, %vas csîablislhed and iilit Granid
Lo.lge lias cater nsseaitcd te or acqîaîesced iii
it. For myscîf, I know of none. If siach
Grand Lodges are cf desitfiii validitv, I can-
net vthtîolu ltie question, whcther mny own
native and leved State as net nioiv an fuit ana-
sontie commnion wath Miannesota, Oregon and
Ratîsaq ?-and if she as not, wlsy elle dees net
iîaforiîî lier sister Grand Lodg-es that lier mna-
sontie compasses do aaet embr ace iaem ani titis
carele et masuiiac brothenisootd.

Ttae Comanattee cf the Grand Lodge cf Mas-
sac'laosetts iind île ditliculty an decading, that
.ail tise rensons gaven '%y tise tormers of tie
Grand Lot] - ci Cascada make eut eaîly a case
cf --simple incoasveaîsencc ;*" Iold tlîe action
îlaey bave taken te bc rebeilion , assert
finit -- ais aaîasonry tiiere cati u aie Ieaig-contan.
tied oppressiona," tinat "-tîjere caîî Uc ne tcunp-
tatîcal te tyraias, for aîeahaaag is te be aîned
by il," and Étiat - w'ilin certalia bouaads tkae
walt cf flic îîîajoraty as tîbsoltt." Thacy tlien
most fraterii'uiy cal! the GralaL Ledge cf Eng
land ciaur vcnierable inother.," protesi agaiaîst
tlie iievy formed Granid Ledge cf Canada Uy
resolcuîcio, aand ferbid ail masouaîe comminnca-
taian watts aS ter wvitI any Lodge or andavitîal
laavaîag any conunexion tlierevatli.

ilis doisbtless always - incoaîvecieîî Il fer
aaonay (t) lip governied by a power thrce

slaosasanit mies off and across an oceaîs. Tie
(.r.iuîd Lodccet of -assachusetts at5elf fosand at
se at tlae close cf flic revotutioiiary war, andî

rcî it(- h in convcauenre "ý by its cu-n
eici. Cansada, cvenî more inconveniently sît-
usated tlians liI~.~cIîsts as sîînply clone
-îa act of lii an'kiîsi. Is îî possible n

ice w'orlils or li I leaven's hi-fs cliaaceaYI te
lseld onetc anl, lovai, and the otîlier treason able?
Tlîat ofid lc ienajoraty Il waiels - w'ithan

certains boiids as absoltte., aasd vlaici flic
cf the Massactss.sctts C*Ummitt.--". Earl Mla'sacliiset Cemmittce sco se cleariy te Uc

ranad Lodge in the Unîitedt States rides ai a protection agaîaîsî-"ppression asd tyraaiay,II
govertîs %vittaout iaaîcrfcresîce frusn ;ti o tlar, lias Ucit prostratcd upen tlise flooreofftlac Grandt
ail I.odges within tise ciiI i ;.ýutctioas cf tlae Lodgc of England Uy tise ulespflae lviil ef the
State in wvhici she i- iu -hsolding the prescrit Granid liIaster, and lias, ai tiais me-

groivt1a et cisarity and brtieriy love.
I hsave eNamiaaud, w atia semne care, the

commusnicatifoas cf soine masoalie %vriters oas
titas lsîghly aîsîeresting subjeet, ivith a view cf
learisang ail that waus accessible; and 1 arn
oblageri toexcpress mny surprise at what lias
appenred an relation te i is some cf tlae lead-
sng masonie publacations. It hias beeuî con-
tended iaî case qasarter ttîat tise recognsitions of
5lie Iiîdepeasdcnt Grand Loîlge of Canada by
the Grand Lod<ge cf fretanîl is of sic greal iam-
portance. beause sue Iîad on/y about fifleen
lodges ia Cîancda, and did mit burt/uc» ihent
icith charges seo lîar-sîl as tlhe Grand Lce
of En gland did the lodges holding itarraiits
tindcr her. Tisas as a sîsigialar.-argumienttoe 
ur"es1, anud very iataurally Icaîls te tUe mnquiry,
whv, if treland's trcknoudiedgenicnt as cf ne
importanice, Scotiaasil' refuisa/ as cf even as
nisucl wcight, wheîs it as koivas tit site Uad
a far less lisnsber ot lodgcs an tIse Province
Isntcr lier cire. If iîa a aerratory firce and
op«ýn for tUe adanasi i ofvarraastcd lo(tges by
iiferent foegii Grandi Lod"ges, tliscqesa

of rigfi ut n vroiiag as; te Uc settled by tie
greater or leseer aîunibtr cf lodges introduceui
Uv eacla, tlica we have antrodisced a new
aîasoaaae iiîsl. et îlraivea, tUe existence of
iviacisl as vca isknowaî te or constitutions,
ant cqîaalî saaakîowaî te file sasîelleeîoat tribu-
laah of masoia eqity aaîu justice.

Ans i litns ticca couitea.ded toc, sarange af.
it rmay scean. liat siaice tUec separation cf
Canada frosat Fransce. tie hree Granad Lodges
et G;reat Bratasis assi Irelasîd, have *' Ueld and
inaproved- that province, (te uase flic lant-Pi-
ag" cf tae %vnatier,) as a -copaircenary or a

patnrsaa asîeriatice, \vatli a joint rîislt
cf oucsus-s"ne icar hlîoding the
promise.; a-, ais cslte in cemmnl." Wsth
sui'ti as vaev of lier posstion, Cansada nig.ht
%veil coînpltilu tîsat titis iateresting masoilie
partnership cf tlie rose, tise sisamrock and the
tili,çtie, <lidti transact its business under
some regular painea'ship tatle, and issue ils
aedge warrants an tie ae cf tUe frmr. It
ni,,git aIse have been importanît te enqoire, in
wviat respective anitividîsai proportions theso
joint.part murs (Pr' taadian mnasonic riguts

territoraes as commun ground, wvherein cach ment, asq every %veIl-informeul masoas knows,
Grand Iedig as fren to chlarler LodgeIs i only aL nytlîîcal exi.stence, ai lcast %vithin
plectsilri. i niai each, tcrrilory by being regai- that Grand Lodgo of d- our veucrable mohrp
larly ati.ti'(ed te the Un ian as a State, ne- 'In the fulin eaning uf tlie seconîd resohtt
quires flic iaîght to formn a Grand Leuige, for it- lion pas9seci by flie Grand Lodgo of Diassachu-
self. 'jour Comnnttec aro awvaro that titis scits, at i i naa'îdt. of ilt3 commnitteo,
hia> > ietimes brei dforte before aidm&issonlas a vcry large range 1q takien. Carried ont to
a 8fr'- but althotigh it ny be alleged ian its resiilts, as il ol)%,uiisly it'adt, sormo sevoxs
ewcnso tiat territories are States in process of or ciglit Siat,; Granîd Ludus, ail their finbor-
formation, %ve stili think tUic practice illegal, dinates, anid ail the meuibers of eaeh, -aro lit
ant nit (o bc just!/ied in any case, tlic only craily eonmaî'tîtfront association ivith
safe rmie, nri our opinion, being that laid thutGrand bodyv,-inia6nitieli as that numnber ot
c1tw." Granit Lodgcs bave agreed fliat tlsey will havo

Tite first portion of titis opinion admils of -- conlnexionIl with tUacs saine independent
no controverey ;-noc one (tentes at, truli and Grand Lodgec of Canada. If titis vas actually


