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the Grand Lodgye ofQOuebec to supremie
MaLSoliic authority in its own territory.
O)ur colite ni)orary %vill 110% appreciate
the imlportance of aiding " iniappreci-
able ruinorities" to withstand " the great
desideratuni of the restoration of bar-
mony" in the Craft wherc they unfortun-
ately live. There is also a différence
in the Quebec case froni New Zealand,
in the fact, that only a very fewv at the
present timie were miembers of the
Craft %vhen the difficulty began, yct tlie
Grand Lodge of Bngland, lias not t*ie
nianliness ta remcedy a grievance, after
twenty-scven years sufféring.

\VE.- were allowved recently to peruse
a nuniber of private letters %vritren b>'
our late ÏM. W. Bro. W. 'M. Wilson,
P. G. Master of the Grand LodgeA of
Canada, to a brother in -Montreal, dur-
ing the trouhlesônie timies, when the
Grand Lodge of Quebec wvas instituted.
In a letter, referring to, a discussion
that took place ini the Grand Lodge of
Canada, regarding the recogznition of
the Grand Lodge of Quebec, dated
6t I)ecemiber, i870, M.W. Bro. WVil-
son writes : " I did not advocate a
recognition on the grounds of expedi-
ency , but on the broad ground that a
prompt recognition %vould be for tlie
good of Masonry. So large and s0 re-
spectal)le a body of bre.he handeclared in favor of an independent ex-
istence. I %vas disposed to ignore al
mere legal and technical objections,
and urged the adoption of tliat course,
whicli 1 believed ;vould ensure the
speedy restoration of hiarmon>, and se-
cure the hest interests of Masonry."

\Vhat do our Eng-lisli brethiren think
of sucli sendiments ? M.,ere legal quib-
l)les, although hie was one of Her -
jesty's Judgcs, learnicd iii the law, lie
was disposed to ignore, where a speedy

restoration of harnmon>' wvs reqjuired ta
secuire the l)est initerests of Masoniry.
It was sucli sentiments as these that
miade MU. W. Bro. Wilson respected iii
his life and mourned by the Craft at
bis death.

To show our readers how absurd the
1EnAglislb Constitution is in regard to,
minorities holding Warrants, wve copy
the following letter fromn tle Frieena(-
sonz, w'bichi plainly states the case, in ai
somiewhat extremne manner, il ma>' be
truc, but stili within the scope of this
law:
To the .Edîtor of the 19W/lason.

I)ear Sir and Brother,-I hiave read
with nîuch ifiterest your report of the
special Grand Lodge on the Newv Zea-
land question, and from speeches made
by Bros. Baskett and Eve àt would
seen that the law of our Grand Lodge
presents a miost grotesque anomnal>'.
If J read aright, the lav ~s thus-The
Colon>' of, say (J/at/a, hias 50 Engylisa
lodges working within its boundaries,
controlled b>' a D)istrict Grand Lodge,

for/j'-sez'en of these lodges decide uzia-
n1111101S/y that the), wishi to forni an] in-
dependent Grand Lodgc ; the remiain-
ing t/zree lodges have respectivcly ioo,
So, and 3o memibers, and there are in
favour of the new Grand Lodgc,,, 97,
77, and 47 Of their total memibership,
wbhilst tlîr-ee cantankerous miembers of
echd decline to leave the Grand Lodge
of England, so that out lof 50 lodgZ>
witb, a memibership of aý -)ut /wo /ilioe-
SaInd Masons, there are onl>' nizie M\a-
sons dissentient. These ziéne, however,
can re/ain lue/r iliree wairra;(zis and
open their iodges (and, if thcy hel1 >
eacb other as visitors, can make 'Ma-
sons) and retain their Dis/r/ci Grand
Lodg§e in spite of a n/o/yof one
//ozsand nine hiundred anzd n/n/v-ane
aýgra/ns1 1lcn .' Surel>' if suchi a far-cical
absurdit>' occurs in our Book of Coni-
stitutions, for the sake of our reputation
for san//y, to sa>' nothing of ca;nmnon
sense, it should le speedily cxpunged.


