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wholly extinrt, and wc fail to sec to
whom the Mtinister is to look for as-
sistance in this work. Docs lie intnd
to fix requirements, appoint an exam-
ining board and conduct cxaminations
cntircly by his own advice and on his
own sole responsil)ility ? This woulld
be one.man control with a vcngeance.
But, as a matter of fact, departmental
control always has been onc-man con-
trol, and always will bc so, and as
such we object to it strongly. The
interests involvcd are too important
and too manifold to be under the
con trol of one man, howcvcr capable.

It still renains to be scen how the
leaving examination will bC lookcd
upon by the univcrsities and other
learned bodies, for which it is in-
tended to serve as a matriculation
test. On this point we arc almost
entirely in ignorance. It seems likely
that the denominational universities
at least would be inclined to accept
a leaving examination as a mitricu-
lation, but with the important proviso
that they should have representation
on a gencral board appointed by the
Department to conduct the examina-
tion. Here is a most serious -nrac.
tical difficulty. We should expect to
find the Minister, as the guardian of
the public educational system, very
chary about making any concession
which might lay him open to the
charge of giving the so-called denomi-
national colleges a representative
voice in the non-sectarian provincial
system. On the other hand, we should
expect to find the denominational
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colleges the exponents of independ-
ence and dliver.ity in cdu, ational mat-
ters, vcry unwilling to hand over to
the Govcrnment any of their power,
or to give up in tltir natriculation
examination a part -f the independ.
ence they so highly prize. And ag.ain,
if thef Minister can succcd in recon-
ciling the conflicting intercsts of the
Department and the denominational
iiiiiversitic, wliat about the Provincial
Univcrsity? Will tlie Senate of that
institution be willing to forego the
exercise of its well defincd riglt to
cstablish its own matriculation stand-
ard and to conduct its own matricu-
lation examination ? It scems to us
that upon the action of that body
depends not the success alone of the
Minister's scheme, but its very possi-
bility.

On the whole, it is cvident that the
undertaking the Minister has on hand
is no easy one. Even froni the brief
reference which we have made to the
subject, it is evident that there arc
serious difficulties in the way and con-
flicting interests which it will be diffi-
cult to reconcile, if indeed possible.
We reserve further comment until we
are more fully informed as to the
details of the Departmental plan, ex-
pressing meanwhile the hope that
wlhatever is done may be the result
of careful deliberation, and may be
permanent in character. The High
Schools have suffered much in the
past from crude Departmental schemes,
and our only hope is tlat this one may
not prove a continuation of the series.

WHAT better, what greater service can we
of to-day render the Republic than to in-
struct and train the young ?-CicERo.

THE price of retaining what we know is
always to seek to know more. We preserve
our learning and mental power only by in-
creasing them.-DR. H. DARLINC.
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