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grafting agricultural instruction upon the: Barish
Schools, and the teachers who have commenced
the experiment are unanimous in approval- of its
success, and in urging the Society to persevere.,
Wiih these remarks 1 would for the presentleave®
the subject to conunend itsell to the public atten-
a liheral and practical footing, need look no inr-l hion, trusting: that public feeling will awahe;to
her i (o b oy e high importance as a means of vital inprove-
ther for @ civie Ciown 10 grace s brows. t| ment to the province, and ag one ‘in which ull
may perhaps he fairly enongh objected that Tover political discord may, nay, must be submerged.
eatimate the e'mims of the agncaltural class, and , Without a stiong and decided expression of pub-
that in fier, they are newher auxious to hold, nor e feel.ng, the scheme must languish, With-a-

lified . I . hearty determination in its favor, the Legislative
qualified to mawtaw so high a position. To, and Executive will readily acquieses. The
some extent this may be admitted of the present jneans aré easy and obvious,~the expense must

been done tltere wobld have been; no ‘lack
of funds 10 carry a liberal and useful system into
operation. Perhaps it 13 not even yet too late,
and sure T am that the statesman who shall sue-
ceed in establishing educattonal 1nstitutions upon

generation A large portion of our farmers are;
men, who, oftorsteadily grappling with hardships
and pnivauons of no common magntude, now'
find themselves at an advanced period of life, in
comfortable emnyment of the fertile acres, which
in the sweat of their brow, and Janngz ahe best
period of life, they had reclaimed from the forest.
With such men, the aichitects of therr own for-
tune, education necessarly assumes a sunple and
limited formn. Neither tume nor opportunity
offered them more. It is different now. They
contemplate & guneration using around them for
whom ihey desue beuter things. They regard
their lads as nien who are 1o fill a Jarge and m-
fluential poztion i the province—therr guls, as
no less destined to promote social improvement
in the domestic circle. "T'hewr hearts yearn to
secure for thuse dear to them, that enlarged
knowledge whilh untoward cucamstances demed
1o themselves, aud every generous mind must
rejoice that such praseworthy desireshave a rea-
sonable prospect of bemg reahsed. 1n Europe

the education of the raial population has begum

be a trifle when put 12 the scale with us unpor-
tance and benefit to the public. Our Common’
and District Schools tust be casily prepared to
recewve 1t, and competent instruction in scientific

tand practical agriculfure conveyed to the pubhic

in a useful and econonucal form. Incons.denng
the object in view, we ought 1o bear in remem®
vrance that the tenure of Jand holding in Canada
15 widely different from. that of Britain. We
have no large and distinct class of men, toiling
in a great measure for the behoof of others, and.
Isincerely hope we never shall have any such
class in Cansda, Our farmer is the frechold
owner of the soil which he tills, and his children
seein destined 10 reahize the captivating pcware
of rural life, so graphucally drawn by the Roman
Poet:

¢ Beatus ille que procul negotiis,

t prisca gens mortalium,

Paterna arva, bobus exercet suis.’

Nenher must we forget that our almost unlim-
ited cenunand of land preciudes all necessity or
pretest for that panful disunction 1 the famuly
settlements which forras the law of our father-

to excite much attention, and has Jed to some;land. A landed proprietor 1n Canada, without
happy and promising attempts at meatal cultuie ' any extravagant expectations may caleulate upon
m the various parts, both of the Continent and of giving frechoid estates o half 2 dozen of sone,
Bntain perhat innone more conspicuously than sheuald their taste lead them to rural pursmits,and

ill-fated Ireland. '
It would be premature to discuss the details of -
systems, books, &c ,adopted in hese institutions,
it may be sufficient to state that they are econo-
mical and simple  In some of them substanual
elenientary ins'ruction is bestowed without any,
other remuneration to the teacher than the profits
aceruing from the labor of the boys upon a piece
of land during a limired portion of the day. The
system carries with it many advantages, none
perhaps more decided than the feeling of self
dependence which the boys acquire, and the jost
estimare which they co early form of the valus of
industrious habits, while the pleasing reflection
to affectionate hearts, that without neglecting
ihe-invalwable blessing of educauon, their hard
working parcuts are relieved fiom all expense,’
must prove through after life a cheening remems
brance. '
The Highland. and- Agricultural Society of
‘Scotland, ever prompt to-foster schemes of socral
improvement, has made considerable progvess i

it isevident that the great body-of landed propri-
etois must in an equal proporiion become influ-
ential and large. Let us then, without delay,
ennble the farmers of Canada to piofit by the
¢ Schoolmaster abroad.” (noy thereby aliuding m
any wanner to our Supenntendem,) and of at«
fording them the means of qualifying their chil-
dren for the most useful, healthy, and mteresting
pursuit which can engage the attenton of man:
I have to claim your pardon, sir, for.tlis un.
warrantable 1nroads upen your columns, but L
trust you will concur in regarding the object a5
one of paramount imporience, and that you will
do your best to nterest the members- of. the
Lemistature, District  Supenntendents, and your
humerous readers, 1n giving 1t due consideration.
When Parhament shall sssenible; T for one am
ready to lend my Zealous, though' humble aid; to
promote its success. Meantime. ~ *
1 remain your obedient servant,

) , Apix Fercusen,
Woudhill, Dec. 1st, 18145, ~ T



