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beautiful condition—as plump a3 partridges, with-
out being so fat as to destroy what little symmetry
the somewhat vulgar-looking contour of the sheep
presents. When you pressed iheir fat Hanks with |
the hand, the sensation was as thongh you were
squeezing a spring cushion.  The fleeces o many
of the long-woolled kind were literally as white
as snow, and the breadth of back which the
Leicesters exhibited, as they rolled huxwrionsly
upon their straw bedding, was somewhat remark-
able.  The high condition both in fleece and tesh
of the “woolly people® could not but be apparent .
even to the most superficial observer.

It is due to the society, to the judges, and to the”
agriculturists of the eastern eounties, 1o state, that
at this exhibition the rage for stock, fattened till
they were fit only for the tallow chandlers® melt-
ing tubs, has been entirely extinguished.  Over-
feeding, with ali its painful and” diszusting con-,
sequetices, does not, at least as fur as cattle.are.

of Cambridge, whose eloquent and instructive
speech we could like, had we room, to transfer to
our pages. It must have been a truly gratifying
spectacle to every real lover of his country, to
witness, as on this great occasion, so large an
amount of rank and talent arrayed in the noble
cause of agriculture.

We are indebted to the Norfolle News for the
following report of the Rev. E. Sidney’s lecture to
the members of the Royal English Agiicultural
Society, at their recent annual meeting at Norwich,

REV. E. SIDNEY'S LECTURE ON THE FARISITIC

FUNGI OF THE BRITISH FARM.

This leeture was delivered on Wednesday afternoon,
toa nunerons and artentive audience.  From the far
ton-extensive field selected by the lecturer for the sub-

- o % . ject of asingle lecture. it, of necessity, was sketehy in
concerned, exist in this distriet.  The =<tock e‘}“'i}ls nature and rapid in its u:msilio)ns. Some of }z')ur
bited is in excellent condition, and notning more, i yeaders. not intimately acquainted with this cluss of
and it would really appear as if there was some; the diseases of corn erops, and us little aware of the
prospect that the encouragement of the society ravages they commit. wili very naturally ask what are
would now be permanentl v given to the produc-1fungt 2 Tlas very question Mr. Sidney undertook, some
tion of the best breeds. " The eastern counties: Yers since, to answer in a little work * On the Blights
have in times past been principoally a feeding | ol Wl:.c‘ul :m(! tl}cu‘ Rc}fl(:dlcs,f”?lxbllshe(l by the Reli-
vather than a breeding district, anJ therefore the j ious Tract Society. * Fungi,” he said,  belong. bo-
exemption of this from the areat blemishof funuer‘l‘}""f'“l,l-‘, s]“{a.l‘ ""‘.’"n,“’ the class ;" thallogens, of which
exhibitions is the more creditable fo them. To|wer¢, are three alliances well described in Lindley’s
this distriet. tempted by tl st les of \cgclpblc I\mgdom.. lhpse :_Llllances are (l[,'."a'../ungl,
. > ptec by the vast supplies olignd lickens. "The first live in water, or very moist
turnip and other artificial food. vast quantities of! places; the last two live in air.  Between tungt and
the lean stock of Scotland and England have been | lichens the chief distinction is, that fungi aie never ac-
drawnj and from this, when in_good condition, | companicd by any of those eurious green gonidia, or
they are transported in_extraordinary quantitics, separated cellules of the medullary Jayer of the thallus,
by the railway to London and the other great. which. as well as their spores or sceds, form reproduc-
markets of the kingdom. Latterly, cousiderable; tive mwtter in lichens. ~ Supnose then, the question
cfforts have been made to introduce lhmnzlwm"I'\':f“"" W bt s “],"“’1-’&"“} . The answer is, it is a cel-
the eastern counties the purest biceds hoth of, ubar, fhowwarless plant, deriviug its ytrinent by means
- o' a thaltus. 10 which the nne bas been given of myce-

sheep and cattle, anda glance at the names of g, oro o 5 s i air, e i Sho o) Y
¢ X o 1 - corspawa; it lives in air, aud is propagated by
the most suceessful candidates in the list of prizes, ! spores. which are naked, or by sporidia, so called when
will satisfactorily show that the matter is in good inclosed in ascis or Kitle vesicles.  The way in which
hands. these spares serminate. generally speaking. is by a pro-
The display is upon the whole equal, if not;L:wion of the inner membrane, or an clongfxsiqn of the
superior, to that of auy former mecling. 'l‘l\ert.'fmf":'“ thus 1(:nz|hv;m-|g onl' its_ spawn. This is the
mever has been an eshibition of the Society in [ S TCT 0L 05 N e ELer seen,
“'I.n"h all. te classes of stock have come Oul SO he anofher method of” germination in the cuse of cor-
strongly, although there may have been VCCASIONS} ain parisitic Sunei belonging to our subject. The
on which particular classes have shown greater;term sporule will also oceur, by which we mean the
excellence and been present in larger numbers. ¢ fie contenis of the seeds of the fingi.  We shall see. in
In no department was the show of a decidedly | the course of the work, that these_fine contents appear
inferier character, and in nearly every one the fo circulite in plants.and grow.  Fungi may be said to
animals were of extraordinary Deauty, size, and jconsist of amass of litle cells, or little threads, or of
purity of breed. hoth combined in various ways. They have no fructi-

. e . fication except their spoves, or sporidia, of which the
Both the couneil and pavillion dinners were as | inathods of attachment are singularly curious and betu-
usual numerously attended. The Tl of Chi-|tiful. le\j!}cir T_"-*PE"“‘IW)' f;‘““ﬁ“"s they approach to
chester, the presideut of the, sociely ie the peculiarity of animal rather than vegetable life, for
hai ,W p _ & SOCICLY, occuplc:d‘ the they absorh oxyzen and exhale carbonic acid gas.
chair- - We notice, among the numerous visitors| Like flesh, they contain a great quantity of nitrogen ;
and distinguished personages, the names of the imd }lhe slubst_anc(i) called fungine, cxlﬁcted from them
’ N L hy the cheinist, bears a near resemblance to ammal
Dul:.e of Cambridge, mul‘that zealous patron of} Ratter. "They derive their nourishment from the sub-
agriculture the Dulke of Richmond, the Bishop Of‘s!anm:s on which they grow, and not, as is the case
Norwich and a number of the clergy, iucludingm . The Tuices ted with 11 i
o PRI RS o | they exist, Juices impremnated with-the peculiar
. th?ge two eminent geologists, the Dean of West- wrinciples of the watter to which any particular fungus
minster, Dr. Buckland, and Professor Sedgwick ! is attached, form its appropriste food.? ;
1]

with the lichens and ale, from the media in which



