150 RETURN FROM MONTREAL.

I embarked, on the 15th June, 1827, for
Montreal, and found Mr. K

in the service, at the head of affairs ; and my outfit

h, a chief factor

being prepared in a few days, I re-embarked,
taking my passage, as formerly, on board of a large
canoe, deeply laden. The last rapid and portage
on the Riviére aux Liévres is within eight miles
of the establishment, and generally takes the men
a day to pass it. Arriving at this place late in
the evening, I resolved on going on a-foot; it
being fine moonlight, I felt confident of finding
my way without difficulty. The weather having
been immoderately hot for some time past, I had
sat in the canoe divested of my upper garments,
and thought I might, without inconvenience, dis-
pense with them now, as I expected to reach the
house ere the night air could prove injurious to me.

Setting off, therefore, in “ light marching
order,” I immediately gained the high grounds, in
order to keep clear of the underwood that covers
the banks of the river; and just as the moon ap-
peared above the surrounding hills, arrived on

the banks of a small stream, where I observed a



