
HIS GREAT MISTAKE

Indians as among the officers of the Hudson's

Bay Company and the white settlers. He had

ever been credited with having a philosophical

turn of mind ; and this was accompanied by a

certain strain of impulsiveness or daring. He
had been accustomed all his life to make up his

mind quickly, and, because he was well enough

off to bear the consequences of momentary
rashness in commercial investments, he was

not counted among the transgressors. He had

his own fortune ; he was not drawing upon a

common purse. It was a different matter when

he trafficked rashly in the family name so far

as to marry the daughter of Eye-of-the-Moon,

the Indian chief.

He was tolerably happy when he went to the

Hudson's Bay country ; for Miss Julia Sherwood

was his promised wife, and she, if poor, was
notably beautiful and of good family. His

people had not looked quite kindly on this

engagement ; they had, indeed, tried in many
ways to prevent it

;
partly because of Miss

Sherwood's poverty, and also because they

knew that Lady Agnes Martling had long cared

for him, and was most happily endowed with

wealth and good looks also. When he left for

Canada they were inwardly glad (they imagined

that something might occur to end the engage-

ment)—all except Richard, the wiseacre of the
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