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NO ONE DEFENDS IT.

As yet, so far as we have seen, no one
has undertaken to assent to the constitu-
tionality of the action of the Lieutenant-
Governor. The News-Advertiser has
sought to evade the responsibility for it
by claiming that Mr. Beaven must be
held to account for it, but this is a posi-
tion which no one will seriously take for
a single moment. We do not believe
the present government have the slight-
est intention of defending it. It gave
the control of affairs into their hands,
and that is all they want. If they can
engage popular attention by side issues,
they will be fully satisfied. ]

It is a singular thing that not one per-
son or one newspaper can be found to
say that the Lieutenant-Governor did
right. Such papers as the Times and
the News-Advertiser rejoice in the result
of the act, but do not pretend to show
that the act itself is justifiable. The
Times would not know how to go about
such a thing if it wanted to; the News-
Advertiser knows too well where it
would land if it attempted a defence.
of the transaction, and their opinions
should carry great weight. They
are sufficiently remote from the scene to
be able to take an unimpassioned view
of the transaction, and they are unani-
mous in their condemnation. They
know that if such a stretch of the pre-
rogative is allowed to pass without pro-
test, the end of responsible government
will be reached very soon. Even those
papers which stood by Lord Aberdeen
when he undertook to dispense with his
constitutional advisers, cannot justify
Lieutenant-Governor McInnes’ - course.
Surely an act, which no one can defend,
will never receive public endorsation,

ORI ol O
THE TIMES BLUNDERS.

The Times is willing apparently to
take the amazing position that a lieuten-
ant-governer may dismiss his ministry
because the legislature passed a measure
which he did not like, even although he
assented to it. We are not quite sure
if it is worth while to discuss such a
proposition, because it is hardly possible
that any member of the government will
make such a claim. We did not suppose
that such a depth of ignorance of consti-
tutiopa) usage existed in any one’s mind,
until we heard it advanced as an excuse
for the late dismigsal. There are sev-
eral stages at which the Crown or its
representative can signify its disapproval
_Of proposed legislation. It can do so
when asked to sign a message accom-
panying the bill. In order that the pub-
lic may understand this, we may men-
tion that when a-bill involving the ex-
penditure of =~ money or amending the
fundamental law of the province is intro-
duced, it is always accotpanied by a
message signed by the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, in which he recommends the meas-
ure to the favorable consideration of
the house. He may refuse to sign such

“'a message, in which case the govern-
ment must take their choice between re-
signing or abandoning the measure,
Most governments would resign if the
lieutenant-governor refused to accept
their advice as to a proposed measure.
During the progress of a bill through the
house, the lieutenant-governor may inti-
mate to his advisers that, if it passes, he
will not assent to it, but this would be a
very extraordinary thing for him to do.
When the bill is passed, he may refuse
to assent to it, in which case, unless the
refusal was by the advice of his ministry,
they would be bound to resign. But
when a measure has once passed and
been assented to, it becomes the law of
the land, and a dismissal because it
passed would not be constitutional, be-
cause 'it would not be for a reason that
‘could be justified to parliament, for par-
liament has already declared in favor of
the bill.

But the Times seems to rely upon the
circumstances accompanying the passage
of the bill, referring to the fact that the
opposition left the house because of the
ruling of the Chairman of Committee.
This action of the Chairman was sus-
tained by the House; but even if it were
not, the Lieutenant-Governor had no
right to take any notice of it, or cite it
as a reason for dismissal. To do so is
to interfere with the privilege of parlia-
ment. - Let it be supposed that after the
House had sustained the Chairman, the
Lieutenant«Governor had sent down a
message of his own motion, finding fault
with what the House had done. In such
a case, we venture to say that the ery
-of “ privilege ” would have gone up from
both sides. Of course, we do not expect
the Times to appreciate this, or to have
the least idea what it means. It has
no more conception of what the privilege

. .of parliament is than it has of the obli-
gation to veracity which every person
outside of 4n asylum is assumed to recog-
nize. One might as well discuss a prob-
jem in the differential calculus with ‘a
Thydrant as argue a constitutional ques-
tion with the Times.

The New Westminster Sun thinks that
in the event of a defeat of ‘the present
government when the House meets, the
Lieutenant-Governor ~will- grant Mr.
Semlin a dissolution. - Such a view is
. not warranted by precedent, and is not
' “1iKely to bé rendered necessary by cir-

cumstances. When the government is

defeated, as it certainly will be on the
address, Mr. Turner will have a suff-
cient following in the House to be able

to carry on thg affairs of the country, in
which event an election will not be called
for. We do not wish to be understood

he has not the power to do so. Our
contention is that precedent will not
warrant him in doing so, and when the
time comes we shall cite precedents, if
they are wanted. It would be a start-
ling thing if in a house fresh from the
people, Mr. Turner should be found,
notwithstanding his dismissal, to havea
majority, he could be prevented from
carrying on the affairs of the country.
Even a gentleman entertaining such ex-
treme ideas of the prerogative as Lieu-
tenant-Governor’ McInnes does, would
hardly be prepared to refuse to accept
the verdict of a house fresh from the

people.

THE CONSERVATIVE CONVEN-
TION.

The Conservative party in British Co-
lumbia is displaying excellent judgment
in perfecting its organization. The_elec-
tion of 1896 showed the result of di-
vided councils. Even the most ardent
Liberal will not claim that his party
could have carried more than one seat on
that occasion, if the fortunes of the Con-
servatives had been in the hands of a
competent general organization. That
election demonstrated that this prov-
ince is normally Conservative. What
effect the events of the last two years
have had must be a matter of conjec-
ture, but we see no reason to suppose
that there has been any change, and
certainly none in the direction of added
strength to the Liberal party. A large
number of new voters have come into
the province since 1896, and the use
of the provincial voters’ lists in federal
elections will further enlarge the new
electorate, but we feel very confident
that the Conservatives have gained and
will gain at least equally with their op-
ponents thereby. Indeed so unpopular
has the federal administration managed
to make itself during the last two years
in this province, that it is doubtful if the
party supporting it can honestly claim ‘to
be relatively as strong as it was in 1896.
Dissensions among themselves, disap-
pointment in the matter of patronage
and the marked failure of the govern-
ment to show itself equal to the gequire-
ments of the situation, resulting from
the great Yukon gold discoveries, have
weakened the party materially. The peo-
ple have watched with care the lines of
policy followed by Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
and find themselves compelled to assent
to the saying of Sir Charles Tupper,
that “what there is good in it was bor-
rowed from their predecessors,”

We canngt tell at what time the next
geners)] elections may be brought on, but
may make up ou¥ minds that the govern-
ment will select sach a date as suits
thelr purposes best. At one time there
seemed to he a likelihood of a dissolu-
tiori before the next session of parlia-
ment. This does not seem probable now.
The Quebec conference will hardly have
concluded. its deliberations before some
time in November. Lord Herschell when
hete said that it would doubtless be in
session iwo months at least, and if, as
is reported, there is to be a long ad-
journment, the end of the sitting may
not be reached before December 1st, in
which event there is not likely to be
an election before next summer, The re-
fusal of the government to grant ay
railway subsidies last session indicates
that there is in contemplation a railway
policy of some kind, and, if so, there is
not likely ‘to be a dissolution before the
scheme has been brought down. But be
this as it may, it is highly desirable in
the interests of the party that the eom-
pletest possible organization should be
made at once. There ought to be a cen-
tral organization with local branches.
There should be sympathy and harmony
between all elements of the party. There
should be rallying points where the new
voters can be kept in line, and there
should be permanent committees, charg-
ed with the duty of seeing that ‘the
names of new Conservative voters are
put upon the lists.

With proper organization, so that the
strength of the party will not be again
divided, the redemption of the province at
ihe next election, no matter when it may
be held, ought to be a very easy matter.
1t has been said that Liberal administra-
tions in Canada are only incidents in the
normal condition, which . is that the
Conservatives shall rule, and the indica-
tions in all parts of the Dominion are
that the present incident is drawing to a
close. British Columbia must be ready
to do its share when the time comes.

What political exigency causes the gov-
ernment to refrain from appointing some
one to the ‘vacant judgeship? We
do not care to keep hammering on one
subject continually, especially when it is
so simple an affair as this, but if any
sort of an excuse can be given for the
delay, we, in common with a great many
other people in British Columbia, would
like to know what it is. It may seem
to the federal authorities, a matter o:
perfect indifference . whether or not i
should be possible to appeal from judg
ments of single judges in this province
but we can assure them that it is of
scme importanée, and that, odd as it may
seem to them, the ‘interests of litizants

|in this province are as vital as those

of littigants in the other provinces. Itis
high time something was done, and an
end was put ‘to the present extremely
awkward state of things.

o
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The explanation given of the alleged
protest proceedings in the case of A. W.
Smith is that the gentleman charged
with filing the papers forgot to do so.
‘This takes any color of: eriminality out
of it, but it does not explain how ‘the
papers came to be served. ‘We do not
make any objection to the practice of
having papers prepared for service, to
be served after receipt of a telegram

in the interest of the public generally
some notice should be taken by the Law
Society of the Smith case, for it is clear
that if such mistakes can be made with
impunity, careless solicitors may put peo-
ple to great inconvenience and expense,
while unscrupulous ones may use the
process of the conrt to work serious in-
jury. A strict rule should be made to
prevent such mistakes. We are quite
ready to accept the explanation that in
this matter no wrong was intended, and
to join in congratulations to Mr. Smith
on having escaped the annoyance and
cost of a protest.

UNWARRANTED DELAY.

No word has yet been given out asto
the time when the by-elections will be
held. The delay is great, and, we think,
quite unprecedented. = Ordinarily the
practice is for the writ for a new elec-
tion to be issued the moment a minister
accepts office. The acceptance of office
vacates the seat. As the statute ex-
presses it, a member accepting office
vaeates his seat as if “ he were naturally
dead.” Therefore, Messrs. Semlin, Mar-
tin, Cotton and Hume are no more mem-
bers of the legislature than they would
be if, instead of being transplanted from
the cold shades of opposition to the
sunshine of the ministry, they had been
removed from this vale of tears to—we
will permit the friends and opponents of
the gentlemen to fill the blank accord-
ing to their own ideas. Being no longer
members of the legislature, His Honor
‘has, therefore, for advisers gentlemen
who are not responsible to the people.
The Lieutenant-Governor was unable to
permit ministers, who had been elected
by their constituents, and had at least
half the house at their back, to carry
on the affairs of the country until the
house could be called; he appears to
find nothing inconsistent in permitting
the government to be carried on appar-
ently indefinitely by gentlemen who.are
not members of the house at all, and
who, so far as he may know, never may
be members again. The apologists for
the ministers say that no harm is being
done. There might be no harm done if
the Lieutenant-Governor, with the as-
sistance of the Private Secretary, should
undertake to carry on the government
himself. Everything might be done hon-
estly and wisely. But that is not in ac-
cordance with our institutions, which is
that the advisers of the Crown or its
repregentative must be responsible to
the representatives of the people. There
is more in this than mere theory. Some
time between now and the session of
the legislature, the ministers must offer
for re-clection, if they intend to meet the
house. They may be re-elected, but
they may be defeated. If the latter
should happen, or if they should decide
not te offer for re-election, then there
would be no one responsible to the
house for what they are not doing, OF
may do hergafter. - Moreover, it it is the
Lieutenant-Governor’s view that minis-
ters may carry on without offering for
re-election, he may hold that they may
continue to do so, even if they are de-
feated when they go before their consti-
tuencies.

The practice is for ministers, on tak-
ing office, to apply for re-election as soon
as the writs are made out. ‘When the
Turner ministry came in, the elections
were over within three weeks of the
time they took office. As‘'a matter of
fact, cpnstitutioual practice forbids a
minister to do anything except the
merest routine until his acceptance of
office has been ratified by his constitu-
ents. The present ministry are pro-
ceeding on very different lines. They
are abolishing offices, discharging em-
ployees, and generally carrying on af-
fairs as if they were regularly and fully
installed in office. Against this grossly
unconstitutional line of action, we de-
sire to enter the strongest protest. We
desire also to say to the people of British
Columbia that if they are not on the
alert, they will lose many of the safe-
guards which the  constitution throws
around them. Kternal vigilance is the
price of liberty, and the liberties of the
people of British Columbia are being
filched away from them, one by one.
The conditions existing now in this prov-
ince are such as were to be found in the
older provinces of Canada early in the
century, when the people were brought
to the stage of rebellion.

TR AR i

DEATHS IN BATTLE.

Before reading this article, make a
guess at the number of people who were
killed in battle on the side of the North
during the War of Secession. Remem-
ber that the war Jasted nearly four years
and that the North must have had
2,670,000 men in arms at one time and
another during its continuance. These
millions had a good many shots fired at
them. Of bullets, cannon balls, shells
and other interesting things of that
nature, the number of which * hurtled
through the air,” must have been num-
bered by scores of millions. How many
of these Confederate bullets found their
billets ? In all, 67,058 officers and men
were killed in battle on the side of the
North, or not 3 per cent. of those en-
listed for service, while the number who
died of disease not resulting from
wounds was nearly a quarter of a, mil-
lion.. The large number of 9,158 were
drowned or killed by accident. Those
who died from wounds numbered 43,102.
Fighting does not appear to be-such a
very great risk after all. In round num-
bers, not 4 per-cent. of the enrolled
army of the North were killed in battle
\or. died from wounds in four years—not
as great -a_death rate as would occur
‘gmong the same number of men living at
home and attending to their' ordinary
avocations, At Waterloo, out of about

150,000 men engaged, 34,000 were killed
on the field of battle, or nearly 25 per

Belgian forces which retreated early in

'the fight be deducted, it will be found

that fully 25 per cent. of the actual com-
batants died on the field. In old times
the loss of life was even greater. There
were many battles in the Middle Ages
and in the years before the Christian
era, in which more men were slain than

fell on both sides during the War of

Secession. Coming down to the present
year, we find that only 282 men we.e
killed in battle on the American side
during the war with Spain. The con-
clusion from this is that, with improved
arms, the death roll is reduced. Inold
days there was more hand-to-hand fight-
ing than now. At Waterloo, for example,
the French cavalry rode round the Brit-
ish squares, seeking a chance to break
them. Such a thing would be impossi-
ble now, in these days of rapid-firing
guns. This change in arms completely
changes the rules of tactics. We are
all more or less inclined to laugh at
sham battles and naval evolutions; but
in some respects they are very like war,
as it must be conducted in the future.
It is eoming to such a pass that com-
manders will soon not feel the necessity
of sacrificing any lives, and wars will

be conducted by cable, like international |

chess games. Then, in the event of a
war between, say, Great Britain and
Russia, the commanders of the army
and navy of the two countries will as-
semble at their respective capitals and
begin the campaign over the wire. Lon-
don will telegraph to St. Petersburg:
“ Will despatch the Mediterranean fleet
to the Black Sea. We have 25 vessels
of such and such a class, and we can
easily smash your Black Sea fleet into
smithereens.” St. Petersburg will tele-
graph back: “We will rush our fleet
down to the Dardanelles and seize the
Turkish batteries,” London will reply:
“You can’t do it; your fleet is further
from the Dardanelles than ours and any-
way Turkey can hold out until we come
up.” And so it will go on, and if a
point arises about which there is a dis-
pute, the German Kaiser or the Presi-
dent of the United States will be called
in to say which has the best of the posi-
tion. The next step will be to do away
with fleets and armies altogether, and
settle the affairs of nations with a game
of chess, or possibly one of poker.
0 S AR

IT WILL MAKE FOR PEACE.

In considering the possible action of
Russia in the Orient, it is necessary to
keep in mind the domestic problems with
which the Czar’s government has to deal.
A few years ago there seemed a proba-
biiity that Germany would break the
peace, but the rye crop was a failure and
the policy of the Keaiser turned a very
sharp curve. It was about the same
time that the crops failed in Southern
Russia, and the famine set in with dis-
astrous results. The year following the
famine was fairly fruitful, but the next
year was not so much 80, and there have
now been two bad years, in 1897 the
failure of the crops having been very
serious. The prospect now is that of
crop of 1898 will be as bad as that of
last year, in which event there will be
very great distress. The district especi-
ally affected is the Volga valley, and
the condition is so bad that even the
landed proprietors are asking for govern-
ment assistance. The problem thus pre-
sented is likely to call for the very best
efforts which the government can put
forward. The poverty of the masses of
Central Europe is inconceivable by Can-
adians, and a succession of lean years
has rendered their normal condition of
destitution very hard. The peasants have
no reserve to fall back upon, and if fa-
mine becomes at all general, the loss
of life is almost certain to be great. In
the face of a domestic problem of such
a nature, the Czar’s advisers may well
pause before committing the nation to
a war in the Orient.

THE QUEBEC CONFERENCE AND
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Ontario has several representative men
on the international conference, yet Mr.
Hardy, the Ontario Prime Minister, as-
sisted by counsel, will attend the confer-
ence in order to advise with the British
1epresentatives respecting the lumber in-
terests of Ontario. Michigan sends Mr.
Dickenson to watch the interests of
Michigan. The United States repre-
sentatives will confer with leading men
in the chief centres of the United States.
These are items of news to us in British
Columbia. How do we stand? With no
direct representative on the conference
British Columbia’s interests are relative-
Iy to population greater than those of
any other seetion of Canada. They are
the least understood. On the top of this
comes a confession of bankruptcy from
the government made not only by the
News-Advertiser but personally by min-
isters—a statement that they have mnot
the funds to send a special representa-
tive Bast! -

The amount required would not prob-
ably exceed $2,500, a mere pittance com-
pared with the importance of the sub-
ject matter. This is the first time
that British Columbia has had to appear
Lefore any tribunal in forma pauperis. It
is timely to remind intending immigrants
and investors that the ecredit of the
province stands equal to any . colonial
government in the London money mar-
ket.

The action of the Police Magistrate in
imposing a heavy penalty upon a hack
driver for wilfully running down a bicy-
clist will, it is to. be hoped, prevent a
repetition of such things. Bicyclists

have as much right on the public high-|

ways as anyone else. It is also worth
remarking that they have no greater
rights than anyone else, and in behalf
of people who ride in carriages we would
like to say something to the wheelmen.

' as saying that the Lieutenant-Governor
acancot grant a dissolution—that is, that

that they have been filed, which was
probably how these were arranged, but

cent. Probably if the number of the

The fashion that many of them have of

taking chances in passing a carriage is
foolhardy in the extreme. In regard to
ringing their bells, some of them might
just as well not ring them at all. They
come up noiselessly behind a carriage,
and when they get close alongside, give
a little tinkle, too late for the driver to
make room for them.  The regulation
of turning to the left does not go far
enough. That is all very well when
meeting a bicycle, but it does not help
the case any when a bicyclist comes up
behind a carriage and wishes to pass.
If a person driving a carriage wishes to
pass another, he waits until a convenient
place is reached. Not so the bicyelist. f
He wants to pass the moment he over-
takes a carriage. Let it be understood
that when they signal for room to pass,
they will always go on the side on which
the driver sits.

The Seattle papers are exploiting the
Atlin gold mines as the latest discovery
in Alaska. We suppose our neighbors
will likewise claim the Sooke mines as
being in Alaska. Since they have an-
nexed Hawaii and laid hold of divers
and sundry islands elsewhere, our neigh-
bbrs are ready to claim the earth.

The Times speaks of a “ night-bloom-
ing sirius,” and says it is a great rarity.
This is an error. Sirius is ever in evi-
dence at night, when there are no
clouds, but we shall hardly say that it is
night-blooming. Sirius is also called the
Dog Star, am.i during the month of Aug-
ust is supposed to be dominant over the
actions of men and puppies. 'Whether
this accounts for the funny blunder of
the Times, and if so, how it accounts for
it, must ever remain an inscrutable
mystery.

A writer in the Alexandria Post News,
of Minnesota, says that he found the
bluejackets on the Imperieuse great
boasters. We think the visitor must
have had a very unique experience. As
a rule, our bluejackets are inclined to
be reticent about the prowess of their
ships. He also says that a number of
them had just deserted to join the
American navy. - As one is a number,
this statement may be true.

The Columbian congratulates Koote-
nay upon at last having a resident mins-
ter in the Hon. J. Fred Hume. Our
contemporary makes a funny blunder.
C'ol. Baker was as much a resident of
.hootenay as Mr. Hume., His home was
in Kootenay, but he lived here after be-
coming Provincial Secretary, just as Mr.
Hume will have to do, if he remains in
office.

.It our correspondent F. N. R. desires
his letter to be printed, he must sign his
name to it, as Mr. Pemberton did to his

letter, which led
write.’ our correspondent to

PLAYING THE PLEBISCITE.

The cabinet hinisters having given the
people their plebiscite, have tﬁoﬁlghtﬁrll;y
yenred out of range while they play with
it. They are careful not to remain where
they might be asked what it means. The
result is that the electorate is invited to
fire a blank cartridge. ;

_No one in guthority has told us what
will happen'lt the plebiscite carries in
the afirmative. We only know what
will occur if the negative votes prevail.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier has assured us that
in that case the prohibition question will

‘drop apq drop forever.” This is clear
and decisive enough. But unhappily the
Premier did not choose to be equally
explicit as to his intention if a majority’
of the people declared in fayor of pro-
hibitory le.gxslation. Consequently the
pall.otti_ng is to be done in the dark. It
is instinctive with most people to dis-
trust po_lmclans. They cannot get away
from this habit even when the politicians
make the most explicit promises. But
when the politicians avoid making prom-
1s:es—when_they dodge questions—that
distrust arises to a practical certainty
that they are about to be fooled.

The consequence is that few will ap-
proach the coming plebiscite vote with
an):llung like the sense of responsibility
which ought to characterize the casting
of a ballot on such a guestion. The
whole proceeding is regarded as a time-
muke_r for the Liberals, expeceted to re-
stlt in nothing more than an academic
expression of opinion.

Now the Premier, since he has actual-
ly fixed a day for the voting, ought to
ggl:liguiz)rwardé and answer two or three

questions wi
shfulrh - without delay, He
—How large a majority must be pi
?lll)e ﬁ)fr p;olﬁ@bition before he will spt;lig
e of his governmen ibi
or%' m%aﬁure. g : t on a prohibit-
.—What relation the vote cast must
bBear to the total number ames
the voters’ lists. c.’t - -

_3.—_What he will do if prohibition car-
ries in some provinces, but is defeated
in others; the total majority being in
favor of prohibition.

_These are plain, straightforward ques-
tions; and should receive plain, honest
answers. The saddling of the expense of
a plebiscite upon the country, and then
t]_Jrough sheer cowardice failing to fur-
nish information absolutely necessary to
enable the voting to be carried on with a
fu]l knowl_edge of the consequences, is as
tricky a piece of politics as this country
has seen for many a long day. It may
enablg the government to play with this
question throughout -a parliamentary
term, keeping both the prohibitionists
and the ‘“trade” on a string in the mean-
time, but it must in the end bring pun-
1shm§,nt to the partisans who so openly
and insultingly seek to “bamboozle’’ sin-
cere conviction and “vested  interests”
alike.—Montreal Star,

DUGGAN’S FREAK YACHT.

It Is Within the Ruples, Though Giving
Offence to American” Challengers.

Some Canadians, as well as most, if
not all, Americans seem to think that
there is something unfair in racing a
double-hulled vessel against a  single-
hulled vessel, and so there is, but the
unfairness, so far.as it consists in any
handicap suffe by the designers of
vessels, is against the double-hull vessel
and in’favor of a single-hullvessel. Had
a ‘desigiier  been compelled to build a
double-hull vessel to sail against a single-y
hull vessel in a race before Mr. Duggan
voluntarily solved the problem so tri-
umphantly, it would have been regarded

as a hopeless task. Instead, therefore,
of taking an easy path to victory, Mr.
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‘the prizes and glories of yacht racing

Duggan attempted an undiscovered one,
in which insuperable obstacles were sup-
posed to lie, and his triumph is, there-
fore, a most remarkable one; one to be
proud of, as a demonstration of the in-
ventive genius and resource of a Cana-
dian when pitted against the designers
of a nation noted throughout the world
for their ingenuity and resources. It is
admitted by the Americans themselves,
by all of them, that there is nothing in
the rules governing the Seawanhaka-
Corinthian international challenge races
which can be interpreted as debarring a
vessel of the “ Dominion’s ” type. They
admit that the sailing committee could
not with fairness havé barred the Do-
minion. But they appeal to what they
call the sportsman’s instinct of fair play.
They seem to forget Mrs. Battle’s fam-
ous saying, which is heid to voice the
very spirit of fair play: “ A clean
hearth and the rigor of the game.” The
fine old lady did not want to be treated
with any generosity, and she would not
have been satisfied with a victory un-
less won strictly according to the rules
of the game. No woman’s privileges for
her. She wanted “a foeman worthy of
her steel, who would \give and tize no
quarter.” It seems to be the fact, too,
that the rules of the Seawanhaka-Corin-
thian club were framed with a_ view to
allowing the utmost latitude in designing
the fastest possible small boats.

A New York writer says that the gen-
eral intention was to give the designer
an absolutely free hand in developing
the fastest craft, inside the rules, and
that many freak boats were built and
sailed in the trial races by Americans
as possible challengers. 1t would ap-
pear, therefore, that Mr. Duggan has,
in designing the Dominion, fulfilled the
very purposes for which the prize was
given, and which the rules were so
framed as to encourage. And it seems
to us that the Canadian designer has
scored what must be regarded as a very
real triumph by the ordinary lover of
boating, as well as by yachtsmen, The
condemnation of racing machines and of
{he encouragement of designing them by

victories is that racing machines built
merely with a view to speed have hith-
erto been successful in proportion  to
their instability, their incommodious-
ness, and the danger involved in sailing

them, The Canadian designer, in de
veloping the fastest possible racing ma-
chine yet produced within the rules laid
down to secure the utmost possible speed
in small boats, has been successful along
lines which secure stability and commo
dionsness and safety. Greatly superior
in gpeed as the Dominion is over the
Challenger, she is still more decidedly
her superior: in stability, safety and
power. All who ‘saw how the two ves
sels acted when sailing in the short half
gale yesterday afternoon were struck by
the bad weather the Challenger made of
it, laboring heavily as she did in the
heavy winds and waves, while the De-
minion sailed along swiftly and comfor
ably, making perfect weather under con
ditions which were certainly a gevere
test to boats of their size, carrying Suc
a disproportionate amount of gail, From
whatever point of view, therefore, M
Duggan’s success is to be viewed WI

gratifieation and satisfaction.

All will watch-with interest the f}lf;
ther development of the rules governivs
this branch of the sport. Either rmdy
will have sooner or later to be :1ltvrob,
or Mr. Duggan’s vessel will have to e
acknowledged as an orthodox boat.
new regulations are introduced to OSe
clude such craft, Mr. Duggan will hav
the credit of this advance in nautic
precision, and will also have introdu -
a new class of sailing craft quite “r
interesting as any now competing o
trophies. If his boat is not excluded -
new rules, he will have countless unlt:li
ors and possibly the single-hull bnms~‘;he
be gound to be “out of it.” Perhaps L
best course would be to leave the ru
as they are for another year, af
see what the new idea may bring
It may prove to be a most valuable
covery. ~Certainly a race next ,‘yvﬂfﬁ‘m
tween® an American and a (:miu élv
double-hulled - boat would be e.\‘mfg)é
interesting. On the other hand, t :ri-
are many, both Canadians aml‘Axmwe
cans, who would like to see 2 .‘“de,l]";ull
between Mr. Duggan’s latest single- &
design and the Challengel'¢,ﬂ“h°“"'h .
proprietors may very possibly mot = i
to try conclusions ur_:der the cire
stances.—Montreal Witness.
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