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(0L PRIOKS POSITION,

The Premisr's Foreeful Reply to Sei -
ator Mclaues—'Ths Crown's Pre-
rogative Uulimited.

A Member of The Privy Couucil the
Equal ot all His Col-
leagues.

Replying to Senator McInnes’ speech
on the subject of Hon. E. G. Prior’s
position as a member of the cabinet, on
the 12th inst.—

Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell said :—I am
sure the Senate must have been pleased
to hear the dispassionate mannerin which
the hon. gentleman delivered himself,
more particularly his declaration that he
was not actuated by anything like a party
spirit in discuseing a question of this
kind. His closing remarks to-day, and
more particularly  the,K speeches
which he made in Victoria
during the recent contest there,
are the best answer to the hon. gentle-
man’s statement. Itis somewhat singu-
lar that the» hon. gentleman, who has
been most earnestly contending for a
representative of British Columbia in
the cabinet, should, upon the very first
opportunity that the government have
had to give that province representation
in the cabinet, try to defeat their object.
I admit that the policy of Sir John Mac-
donald, when that act was introduced—
I do not know that any member of the
cabinet discussed the question with my
late chief oftener than I did—was to
place the controllersin thesame position
as under secretaries, or parliamentary
heads, occupy in England, to defend
the departments over which they pre-
side so far as the departmental work
is concerned. But is there anything in
the language of the act which the
hon. gentleman has quoted, and which
he has so often said during his re-.
marks has been violated to establish even
by implication, that a controller could
not be made a member of the cabinet if
the policy of another government, under
a different head, was to make him such?
Is there anything in the language of ihe
act which deprives the crown of any of
its prerogatives or any of the authority
which it held before the passage of that
measure? So far as the formation of the
government is concerned, the A preroga-
tive of the crown ig unlimited. If my
hon. friend from Prince Edward Island
(Mr. Ferguson) and my hon friend from
Toronto (Sir Frank Smith) can occupy
seats in the cabinet with all the power
and authority which is vested in a. cab-
inet minister, though they receive no
salaries and are not heads of depart-
ments, is there anything in the statutes
or in the constitution to show that a
gentleman who happens to be controlier
and who draws-a smaller salary than a
minister of the crown, cannot occupy
the same position? Until the hon. gen-
tleman can show that the prerogative of
the crown it limited in the selection of
advisers, he fails to make out his case.
The subordinate character of the Con-
troller of Inland Revenue is limited to
the administration of the affairs of
hig department.. When  he -was sworn
in as a member of the Privy Coun-
cil there was no limitation whatever
to bis power as a cebinet minister.
If the hon. gentlemen had argued that;
apon the face of it, there was an appar-
ent incongruity in the position held by
the Controller of Inland Revenue,.there
might have been some force in his re-
marks.: I am willing to admit that, but
there is this distinction to be ‘drawn—,
while he is administering the affairs of
the department he does so under the ad-
vice, and control. if you like, of the Min-
ister of Trade and Commerce, but the
moment he takes his seat in the cabinet
he is as free to express his opinion and
to assist in framing the policy of the gov-
ernment—whether it shall be a protective
tarift, free trade, or unrestricted reci-
procity—as the Minister of Trade and
‘Commerce himself. I freely admit that
sthere is a second Daniel come to judg-
sment in the expoeition of Parliamentary
‘Government in the person of the hon.
-gentleman from New Westminster;. yet
he does not draw the distinction between
the formation of a policy which should
:govern the country and deciding whether
-a man should be fined for smuggling,
-or whether an item bears a certain
rate of dauty. More than that, turn-
ing again to the question of subordinate
position, has the hon. gentleman taken
the trouble to look at the formation of
the British cabinet? Does he not know
that, so far as the salaries of cabinet
ministers are concerned, they range
from £20,000 sterling a year to £2,000
sterling & year? Does he not know that
Lord Salisbury, the Premier of Great
Britain, receives a salary of £5,000 a
year, while the Lord Chancellor receives
£10,000a year, and the Viceroy of Ire-
land £20,000 a year; and does he imag-
ine that. because of this difference in
salary they occupy different positions in
the cabicet, or that the member of the
cabinet who receives the highest esalary
has the most influence in the formation
of the poliey of the government?? Mr.
Morley, when a member of the Glad-
stone government, received a salary -of
£2,500. “No one will say, who knows
anything of that gentleman, that he was
an inferior member of the cabinet, or a

man of inferior intellect, or that he oc-
cupied any less prominent position.in
the political world, and particularly.in
the United Kingdom, than any of ‘his
colleagues, except perhaps the Premier
of that day himself, Mr. Gladstone.
The Vice-President of Council on
Education, who was also a member
of the. cabinet, receives only £2,000
a year. The Duke of Norfolk,
who ceftainly is not an inferior man’in
the political . world or-of the -empire to-
day, is mot a member of the cabinet, yet
he is the postmaster-general and re-
ceives @ salary of:£2,600. The post-
master-general in the Gladstone ad-
ministration was a member of the
cabineti; There is no limit whatever to
the power.of a prime minister, with the
authority of the crown, to bring to his
cabinet whomsoeyer he pleases. Mr.
Gladstone had in his cabinet but seven-
teen members; Lord Salisbury to-day
has nineteen members in his cabinet.
Some of the officers, prominent men in
England, holding portfolios, were not
members of the late cabinet, but those
holding precisely the same positions to-
day are members of the cabinet, and
vice versa. The very instance I have
given you —that of the postmaster-general
illustrates this. In the Gladstone gov-
ernment Mr. Morley, when he was post-

cabinet. The Duke of Norfolk to-day, !
who occupies the same position, is not a
member of the cabinet. It illustrates
what the hon. gentleman said—and it"
was a true statement—that the consti-
tution of England. on which our consti-
tution is framed, is so elastic that you
can adapt it to any and all circumstances. '
There is no question about that, unless
there is a law to the contrary. Thehon.
gentleman shakes his wise head.
readily admit the hon. gentleman’s

stitutional law, but all he has to do is fo
refer notjonly to precedent but also to the
formation of caginets in England, and
he will find that in these matters there
is no limit whatever to the Frerogative
of the crown. There is no inferiority, as
he attempts to establish, because Mr.
Prior receives $5,000 a year, while other
members of the cabinet- receive $7,000.
My hon. friend from Toronto (Sir Frank
Smith) and my hon. friend from Prince
Edward Island (Mr. Ferguson) receive
no salary at all. So far as their position
before the country is concerned it is per-
haps more honorable than that of a man
who receives a salary and sits at the
council board, for the reason that they
are willing to give their time, their
talents and their ability in order to
assist in the governing of the country
without receiving any . remuneration
whatever; but:-at the same time
they are not _burdened with the
duties of a portfolio. While I
admit that the intention and the
policy of Sir John Macdonald, when he
placed that law on the statute boook was
not to make the controllers members of
the cabinet, it does not follow because a
prime minister and his government had
a particular policy at one time, that
therefore it becomes like the laws of
the Medes and Persians, unalterable. If
so, when my hon. friend crosses the
floor of the house, I hope he will carry
out the same principle and take the
ground that this government having
placed on the statute book a certain tar-
iff he is not to change it. I scarcely
think that he wonld take that position.
The hon. genteleman seems to think
that because the title of honorable is
only retainable by a controller of cus-
toms or a controller of inland revenue
while he holds office, therefore that af-
fects his position in the government.
The hon gentleman himself if he ceases
to be a senator, will cease to hold the
title of honorabie which he now holds.
I do not think that that fact interferes
in the slightest degree with his inde-
pendence and his right to assert his
opinion in this house. For the fact
that Mr. Prior has been sworn in a
privy eouncillor, and the fact
that he is a member of the
cabinet, coniers upon him the
title of honorable for life. How
the hon. gentleman can say that Mr.
Prior has not the same right and auth-
ority in the cabinet as any other mem-
ber of the Privy Council, because he is a
controller, is a marvel to me and is al-
together beyond my comprehension.
First of all the man who takes the oath
of a Privy Councillor, and then is given
aseat in the cabinet, no matter what
position he may oceupy, whether it be
at the head of a department or whether
he has no office at all has just the same
power and authority and the same right
to express an opinien as the man who is
prime minister. If my hon. friend sat
at the council board, as I°®have done,
with the hon! gentleman  from Toronto
(Sir Frank Smith) I think he would
find that hon. gentleman has opinionsto
express and that he enforces them when-
ever he thinks it necessary in the in-
terests of the country to do so, and so it
would be precisely with Mr. Prior. The
hon. gentleman referred to Mr. Bour-
inot and used some very strong lan-
guage which [eft impressions on my
nmiind that he was quoting the language-
oi Mr. Bourinot himeelf. Now I
know Mr. Bourinot tolerably well, and
I was rather amazed and put the ques-
tion as to whether he wae quoting
the language of Mr. Bourinet. The hon.
gentleman seems just new to havea
very exalted opinion of the constitu-
tional and parliamentary knowledge of
that gentleman. He had net so exalted
an opinion of that gentleman when he
was addressing the electors of Victoria.
He then represented Mr. Bourinot as be-
ing the mere creature of the government.
That is not the actual language he used
but that is the purport ot it. He used
language something like this—I suppose
he will not question the correctness of
the report in the Times, his own news-
paper, and to which he called my atten-
tion ; it reports him to have said:

In that terrible editorial referred to was a.
telegram purporting to be % reply to a tele-
m sert to Dr. Bourinot asking him if
olonel Prior wasa Cabinet minister. That
reply merely stated that he never gave an.
opigion on the subject.

I leave the house to judge which state-
ment of the hon. gentleman is correct,
that which he has made to-day when he
told the senate that Dr. Bourinot had
given a distinct and positive opinion,
using language something like this, that
it was an outrage on the constitution, or
when he told the peeple of British Co-
lumbia, on the 26th day of December,
that the reply sent by Dr. Bourinot was
to the effect that he never gave an opin-
ion on the question.

Hon. Mr. McInnes (B.C.)—That tele-
gram.was never sent to me.

Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell—I did net
say it was. The hon, gentleman did not
deny it though, and he had no right to
deny it. The hon. gentleman was eriti-
cising an editorial and a telegram which
appeared in the CorLonist, which was
supporting Colonel Prior, that that was
the language of Dr. Bourinot. Itcan be
easily verified as to whether it is true or
né)t. But the hon. gentleman continu-
ed:

Reading between the lines, it wasas plain
as daylight that if Dr. Bourinot could have

iven an affirmative answer and had he
one 80, it would have been flashed from
one end of the country to the pther.

Hon. Mr. McInnes (B.C.)—Hear,
hear.

Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell—The hon.
gentleman had not so high an opinion
of Dr. Bourinot then. He continued :

All these telegrams, he firmly believed,
had been doctored some way or wilfully
framed and sent out here for a vile and
brutal purpose.

I do not know what brutality there is
in a telegram stating that a man never

ave an opinion upon a certain subject.

leave that to the hon. gentleman to éx-
plain. Perhaps, it grated upon his ears,
and his fine sensitiveness was so shocked
that he could not find other language to
express himself than to call those tele-
grams brutal and vile. Then the hon.
gentleman went on to say:

We would ask again could any one in
that audience suppose that if Dr. Bourinot
could have telegraphed a reply saying,

master-general, was a member of the |

uperior i - g
superior knowledge, particularly on con | of controllers and cabinet ministers? Please

i answer.”’ Ué) to the present no answer had

“Yes, you can occugy a controllership and !doubt on the position ‘which Col. Prior

have a seat in the Cabinet,’”” that it would
not have been made the most of by the
Colonist.

The Senator hjmselt telegraphed to
Dr. Bourinot—at least sc he says. He
says he telegraphed on Sunday.

Hon. Sir Frank Smith—On Sunday!

Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell—Yes, he
was then acting on the principle that
the end justified the means.

The Senator last Sunday had sent the
following question by wire to Dr. Bourinot-
** Can controllers occupy the dual position

been receive

Then somebody cried out ¢ And never
will,”” and the hon. gentleman continu-
ed:

Perhaps so, but the natural inference was
that if an affirmative answer could have
been given it would have been flashed
across the wires in short time. Dr. Bour-
inot mnst be so under the control of the
government that he dare mot reply to a
telegram, although in the past the senator
had always found him one of the most
obliging and accommodating officigls in
Ottawa.

Has Dr. Bourinot emerged from that
state of vassalage in which he existed
last December, so that he could have
stated that we had violated the constitu-
tion in a *‘vile and brutal manner?”’
Any one who knows Dr. Bourinot knows
that it is a base slander on his reputa-
tion. A more_independent man does
not exist in Cauada. I do not believe
there is a man who occupies the same
position that he does, or any other
position, who is more thoroughly in-
dependent of those who appointed him
and of those with whom he is surround-
ed, than Dr. Bourinot. If he had an
opinion on this question he would not
hesitate a moment to express it, and I
appeal to those who have known him for a
number of years if what I state is not
strictly correct. Whether his opinion
favored the government of to-day or
whether it favored the opposition, it has
been all the same to Dr. Bourinot. It is
true he gave certain opinions when
asked by a gentleman occupying a high
position in this country, in reference to
certain questions which occurred con-
cerning the Manitoba school question.
He was perfectly right in that, but he
received the condemnation of the opposi-
tion for doing so, because it did not hap-
ped to be in accord with their views,
just as he is condemned here because he
very properly refused to answer a tele-
gram sent to him during a political cam-

aign. Where the inspiration came
rom to-day I do not know, but in the
hon. gentleman’s estimation Dr. Bouri-
not is to-day one of the best officers in
the country, and the hon. gentleman
has every possible eonfidence in him. I
am glad it requires only two months to
elapse since the denunciation of his
character which appears in this paper,
to enable the hon. gentleman to form a
eorrect opinion of the character of Dr.
Bourinet. In this same speech of his,
Decembe} 19, they have capitalized the
following—printers will understand what
I mean by the word eapitalize :—

The Senator also created some amuse-
ment by pointing eut the vague wording
of the despatch to the CoLoNIsST yesterday
morning, quoting Sir Mackenzie Bowell as
stating that Mr. Wood and Col. Prior will
be cabinet ministers.

Was the hon. gentleman as disingenu-
ous then as he is to-day? There is no-
thing in the telegram to which he re-

ferred which would warrant such a sfate-

ment. Had that language been used it
would have been quite proper, because
Col. Prior could not be a eabinet minis-
ter until he was sworm in, but there was
nothing in the telegram to indicate any-
thing of the kind. What I stated was
plain and distinet—the telegram speaks
for itself. The whole Grit atmosphere
—1I will not use that word—the atmos-
phere of those who are opposing the
government in Victoria was shocked
because the telegram was sent—suppos-
ing that it be correct—to Lieutenant-
Governor Dewdney. With wheom else
would the Premier of the country com-
municate in order to obtain an answer
upon a matter of this importance?
The Lieutenant- Govermor is the
appointee of the Dominion Cab-
inet, and all communieations on
public matters between the Secre-
tary of State or.the Premier must be
through him, and especially on a matter
of this kind where it refers to the forma-
tion of the gowernment. He is not
asked to interfere, not asked to do a sin-
gle thing in the way of interfering with
the election —he is simply asked to in-
quire of Col. Prior if he would acecept a
certain position with a seat in the cab-
inet. What did €ol. Prior answer to
that? The answer, whieh the hon.
gentleman very dexterously omitted to
read, is that upon those terms he would
accept the office. Is it amy wonder,
then, that an offer being made of a con-
trollership with a seat in the cabinet, I
should have expressed surprise that
men were s0 biased and led away by a
desire to defeat a member of the cabinet,
that I should marvel bow any doubt
could be entertained as to the intentions
of the government on that question?
The hon. gentleman may hold a differ-
ent opinion of public men from what I
do; he may think that an offer may be
made from one public man to another,
or by the premter of the country to a
representative to join his cabinet, and
that he really does not mean what he
says, thatit was merely done to influence,
as the hon, gentleman intimated, the
election which was going on. There was
no election going on when I made that
offer? How, then, could the telegram
be intended to influence the election?
Wasit at all marvellous that Col. Prior’s
friends should become uneasy when they
heard the statements made by the hon.
Senator and others, that the Colonel
had no right to a seat in the cabinet,
and that it was never intended that he
should occupy such a’ position? Was
there any impropriety, under the eir-
cumstances, 1n Lieutenant-Governor
Dewdney’s telegraphing to me as the
head of the government, to ascertain
what the actual position of affairs was?
I leave it to the common sense of this
house and of the country at large to re-
ply. It was not until doubts had been
thrown upon.the honest intention of the
5overnment that these telegrams were

espatched. Even in the face of the
messages themselves, some persons had
go liftle faith in the truthfulness of the
men at the head of affairs that they
would not believe that Col. Prior was a
member of the government in the same
way that all other ministers are. Even
to-day, when Col. Prior is sitting at the
council board giving advice upon every
question brought before it—whether
it be one of trade policy or of a fast
line, or cable, by which the different
outlying portions of the empire may be
connected with this country and with

England—the hon. gentleman throws

holds. But that gentleman has the im-
primatur of the Governor-General’s
sanction upon his official acts; and I
may say that the advice which Col.
Prior’s experience enables him to give
| in relation to militia matters, which are
! occupying so much attention at the pres-
ent time, is of inestimable value to the
country. The hon. gentleman claims,
| nevertheless, that{Col. Prior’s elevation
to his present position ig contrary to the
. law, but in that law from which he read
{ there is not to be found one single sen-
"tence which gives any color to his state-
ment. I advise the hon. gentleman
when he undertakes in future to deal
with questions affecting the interests of
his province, not to allow his partisan-
ship to carry him away so as to deprive
him of the common sense and judgment
which he displays on ordinary occasions.
It is true that Col. Prior’s majority was
largely reduced, but that was for twe
reasons, first the persistence with which
the hon. gentleman and some others eir- ;
culated the rumor that Col. Prior
was not and could not be a cabinet min- !
ister, and, second, the hon. gentleman’s’
action in introducing the question of the
Manitoba schools. The hon. gentleman |
in his speech the other day referred re-
peatedly to the action of the government
as being coercive and as indicating a de-
termination to interfere with the pro-
vince. I will quote his own words:

But there is another question to be con-
sidered, and it is also brought betore us
througﬂ the same cause, that is the deci-
sion to coerce Manitoba. He would ask all
libefty lovihg subjects if they would return
a man whose views were in accord with the
Qecision to coerce our sister province, the
young and prosperous province of Mani-
toba. He knew what the answer would be,
but if we returned a man like Col. Prior
who was in accord with that policy, we
would be saying to the present government
that we approve of the coercion of Mani-
toba.

He used much stronger language than
that which I have quoted, and he knows
as well as I do how easy it is to excite
passion and prejudice, but in his intense
patriotism he did not hesitate to resort
to that method of argument in order to
reduce Col. Prior’s majority. I find no
fault whatever with the hon, gentle-
man’s objeetions. No matter what policy
a_government may adopt, it is not

to what he considers to be wrong; but I
think he is exceeding the bounds of par-
liamentarly usage when he questions the
prerogative of the erown -to select anv
person whomeoever as an adviser. Itis
quite consistent for the hon. gentleman
to object, no matter what the govern-
ment may do.. He eondemns them for
not having a representative in the cabinet
from British Columbia, and the moment
one is selected he renews his protesta-
tions. I think the diffienlty is that the

self the proper person for the position;
however, there is a difference of opinion

man and those who control the destinies

say for Col. Prior that a more assiduous
worker in the interests of his province 1
have never met.. He devotes his whole
time and attention to his offieial duties

yond my expectations as an adminis-
trator of a department. I ean assure
my hon. friend that as a British Colum-
bian he may be proud of the representa-
tive of his provinceinthe eabinet.

POST OFFICE FUNDS TAKEN.

Port ANGELES, Feb. 22.—(Special to
the P.-I.)—John Brown, deputy-post-
master in this city, who is held for em-
bezzling post office money, is endeavor-
ing to protect Postmaster Hooker’s
bondsmen, who hawe to make good -the
shortage, which, according to the report
of Post Office Inspector Geordon, is
$1,200. The Inspector says that the
former postmaster; J..$. Fenn, was not
implicated in the affair, which is
though to be true.. Brown covered up
his deficit in his weekly reports by issu-
ing money orders to. fictitious persons.
These orders, together with enough
cash to cover the amount in his report,
were forwarded to Port Townsend by a
special messenger. It is stated that the
money orders- were- taken to the Mer-
chants’ bank of that city and cashed,
after which the entire amount would be
forwarded to Seattle.. The messenger
evidently did not understand the com-
bination, for on his last trip he did not
have time to cash the orders in Port
Townsend, and instead turned them in
at the Seattle office.. This was notice
to the department that there was some-
thing wrong here, and an inspector was
at once sent to investigate. Brown will
probably be taken to Seattle on Tues-
day by Inspector Gordon.

A Daily Tormentor!

Theusands of Victims.

PAINE'S CELERY COMPOUND
NATURE'S TRUE CURE.

The King of Dyspepsia
Medicines.

The acknowledged king of dyspepsia
medicines! This high position has been
gained by Paine’s Celery Compound after
years of grand successes in evex?' province
of the Dominion. Our ablest legislators,
our most eminent judges, the clergy, medi-~
cal men, business men, and thousands in
humbler callings, unite in fproclaiming the

nd and curing virtues of ‘Paine’s Celery
ompound. It has cured the worst cases
of dyspepsia, indigestion and stomach
troubles, after the established formulae of
the medical faculties failed todo the work.
Mr. George A Wiltse, of Athens, Ont.,
says:—

“I want to add my testimony in favor
of your valuable remedy, Paine’s Celery
Compound, which I have been taking for
over a year for dyspepsia and severe pains
i the neck and back of head our
medicine has produced a complete cure in
my case, and I have recommended .it to
several friends, who claim they have re-
ceived great benefit. I can testify, there-
fore, in all honesty, that your Paine’s Cel-
ery Compound ig a very valuable medi-
cine.”

only the right and the privilege, but it |
is the duty of every public man to object !

hon. gentleman probably considers him-

on that point between the hon. gentle-|

of the country for the time being. I can 5

and is proving: himself to be much be-

Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U.S. Gov’t Report

-

Baking

| Roy = Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE

‘TAXATION ON MINING.

Great interest has been created by the
prosposal of the government to levy a
new tax of 2 per cent. on the gross value
of the mineral product of the province.
Our representative had an interview
with Mr. John A. Finch on the subject

.yesterday. Mr. Finch is well known as

one of the most successful and enterpris-
ing of the mining men of the West, and
his high character for integrity and great
business capacity entitie his views to
grave consideration.

I think,” said Mr. Finch, ‘‘that I
express the views of the mining men of

deeply grateful to the government of
| the province for its just and liberal leg-
| islation in favor of the prospector and for

ite fostering care of the:mineral develop-

ment of the country. The government

in thie respect has done well and wisely,
{ for nothing increases the wealth of a
{ country so rapidly as mining. The pos-
I'sibilities of this country in the produc-
ition ofi gold, silver, copper, lead, coal

and irom are simply fabulous. Mine
! owners-are the last people in the world
: to object to an equitable tax on mines.
{ They receive the protection: e the laws
and the government, and they gladly
pay for it. Baut, like all others, they
naturally object to taxation which mars
their enterprise and dves them injustice.

‘“ A.produeing mine rapidly creates
taxable property. It must have ore
bins, tramways, boiler houses, pumps,
hoisting machinery, air compressors,
boarding houses and offices. A. group of
producing mines will create a town in
an inconceivably short time. When I
went to Trail Creek, two years ago,
there were two log cabins there.
To-day the'young and vigorous town of
Rossland is a busy centre of life and
activity in the same spot. It has
nearly three thousand people, and
it has already its light and water plant
and two railroads are building into it.
Producing mines have made it, and they
have enriched the province.

¢ Any legislation that will foster and
promote mining development in British
Columbia is certain to build up- other
gsuch towns, and that will increase the
resources of the-government. But if you
unduly burthen development by taxing
mines in their infancy and before they
have become profitable producers you
will infallibly hurt and not promote the
mineral development of the country.

My associatesand Ispent $23,000 devel-
oping the Wonderful group in the Stocan.
The ore we took. out realized us $7,000.
I' would be manifestly unjust to levy a
tux on that $7,000 worth of ore. That
would be merely piling on the agony.
Again we spent $#4,000 on the Reed and
Robinson and the ore we sold for §5,000.
In such cases the mine operator needs
sympathy and not punishment. The
wage earner has heen paid; duty bas
been levied on mining supplies and the
enterprising mine owner is the sole
loser. Surely his losses should not be
| increased.

¢ Taxation of infant mines would be
| most impolitic. It would be a premium
| to the prospector to stay development
except the mere perfunctory assessment
work which the law demands. There
are thousands of prospects in the Koote-
nay which need smelter and milling
tests to show their value, and the owners
i should be encouraged and not deterred
| from shipping their ore and finding its
value.

‘““The only wise and just course to
adopt if a speciai tax on mining is neces-
sary for the supportof the government,
is a tax on the net profits of a producing
mine. Moreover, that tax . ought not
to be excessive, for no industry should
be taxed excessively. Two per cent. is
really an excessive tax, for at that min-
ing enterprise and industry would be
taxed out of all proportion to other pur-
suits and enterprise. Last year the Trail
district contributed over $24,000 from
the mining recorder’s office to the pro-
vincial government; in addition all im-
proved p.cg)erty contributed a due pro-
portion. tax of 2 per cent. of the ore

roduct would have added $20,080 more.

his year a 2 per cent. tax would add
$80,000 more. That would make the
Rossland mining district alone contribute
10 per cent. of the revenne of the
province while its population is not
more than 5 per cent. A tax. of 1 per
cent. on thre net profits of the mines of
the Kootenay will vield, this year, a
handsome revenue, and next year will
more than double itself.

‘It has been suggested that the net
profits are difficult to obtain. But the
smelter returns are very easily obtained,
and so are the wages of labor. The
difference between the two is the net
profit, and there is after all no difliculty
to be found here.

‘“ The injustice of a tax of two per
cent: on the gross output of the mine is
best illwstrated by a few figures which I
will give you,”’ continued Mr. Finch.
‘“ Manyof the properties in the Trail
Creek district are low grade, having a
valuwe of say $20 per tom. gross. There
are, of eourse, some properties where
ore is found having a gress value of from
$4€ to $75 per ton; hnt the great wealth
of the camp, the great employment
of labor, the creation of other tax-
able property wifl be made in the
development of the vast low grade prop-
erties. The cost of mining, freight and
treatment is the same with both
properties, and averages from $16 to
$17.50 per ton. With the completion of
the railroads now “building into the
eamp and the treatment of the ore on
the ground, this eost will be materially
reduced. Now a tax of 2 per cent. on
the gross value of $20 per ton, dedueting
$17.50 (the cost of production), equals a
tax of 17 per cent. on the net product,
while the man who is fortunate enough
to have a vein of $40 ore would pay only
3lg per cent. on_the net, the net in his
case-being $22.50. In other words, in
the former case the man who mined
25,000 tons of $20 ore would pay out in
expenses, labor, ete., $447,500, in taxes
$10,000, making a net profit of $42,500:
while the other miner would mine 12,500
tons of ore only, he would pay in taxes
$10,000, his Jabor bill would be only
$228,750 per annum, and his net profit
$266,250. If the tax instead of being 2

per cent. on the gross, were 2 per cent.

Kootenay when I suy that we all feel |

on the net, the former miner would pav
$1,055 per annum in taxation, while the
latter would be called uponto pay $5,525.
A tax of 1 per cent. on the net output of
the mine, m addition to the ordinary
taxation on improvements, will produce
a very large amount of money as time
rolls on.” ’

THE CITY.

Arxorr Hewton and Miss Ada C.
Lowry were united in marriage by the
Rev. L. N. Tucker in Vancouver on
Saturday.

O~ TH®RSDAY evening the directors of
ithe British Columbia Agrieultural and
Industrial Association meet at the city
hall to make preliminary arsangements
for the exhibition of 1896.

TaE funeral of the late John Van
Treight, who died on the 18#h instant,
eldest son of the late George Van Treight
of Tremon, Meath County, Ireland, took
place from the family residence at Gor-
don Head yesterday at 2.p. m. The pall
bearers were Messers. S. Phipps,. J. S.
Yates, J. J. Austin, C. D. Mason, W. L.
Paddon and C. C. King. A large assem-
blage of the residents of the district at-
tended.

MEr. SworD gives notice of motion for
a return showing the grounds of appeal
by the Bank eof British Columbia
against the amount assessed against
them by the provincial assessor; any re-

ort or judgment on such appeal

y Mr. Mills, who acted as a court of re-
vision, and the reasons on which the
Finance Minister acted in withdrawing
the claim of the province.

SEVENTY-FIVE second vice-presidents
of the Northwestern Mining Associations
atterrded a conferenee in Spokane last
Saturday, representative mining men
being in attendencefrom Oregon, Wash-
ington, Idaho, Montana and British
Columbia. Two important suggestions
were indorsed by the convention,. one
for a secretary of mines, to be a member
of the cabinet, the other directing the
preparation of a bill providing for paral-
lel end lines in the location of mining
claims, this bill to be laid before other
mining associations for the securing of
the needed legislation by congress:

WaILE sitting quietly in her chair,
about five o’clock yesterday afternoon,
Mrs. Harrison, wife of ex-Alderman J.
B. Harrison, died very.suddenly of heart
disease. Dr, Milne was called in imme-
diately but the attack-had been so sud-
den that medical aid was of no avail.
Mrs. Harrison had long been a resident
of Victoria and had many friends.. She
was a prominent member of the Presby-
terian church. The deceased lady was
a native of Dumfrieshire, Scotland, and
was 63 years of age. The funeral will
take place to-morrow, at 2 o’clock, from
the family residence,.42 Montreal street,
and from St. Andrew’s church half an
hour later.

Tue Natural History Society had a
well attended meeting last night at
which proposed changes to the game act
were discussed, and as a.result the gov-
ernment will be asked to:accept several
suggestion to be embodied.in the bill be-
fore it is presented to:- the house. One
of these recommendations is that the
sale or purchase of unmounted heads
and horns of big game be prohibited,
and that the sale of willow grouse be
also prohibited. Another suggestion is
to do away with the clause prohibiting
the shooting of ducks between sunset
and sunrise during the open season.
The meeting approved of the recom-
mendation of the Vaneouver Island Fish
and Game Protection Seciety to make the
close season for grouse from January 2 to
August 2. The meeting also adopted a
suggestion that the game act should not
apply to Indians killing game for their
own immediate use for food only. The
prohibiting of anyone having game: in
their possession.during the close season
will be asked for.

THE probate of the will of Rt. Rev.
Dr. George Hills, late vicar of Parham,
Suffolk, and: formerly Bishop of Co-
lumbia, shows the estate to be valued
at £17,851 12s. 7d. To hisnephew, Geo.
H. B. McSwiney, of Brighton, and to
Arthur C. Hammersley, of London, is
bequeathed the sam of £50 each; to
Bent McSwiney, £500; to the" testator’s
sister, Diana Phillips, £1,000; to his
sister Caroline Arden, £50 and the in-
come of £1,000:during her life; subject
to the life interest this sum to be in
trust for her sons Frederick and W. D.
McSwiney. to each of whom is also be-
queathed £500; in trust for the late Mrs.
Hills’ niece, Justine King, £3,000, or in
the event of her death whilst under the
age of twenty-one, this sum to go to her
two sisters; to Rev. W. H. P. Arden,
£4,000, and the reversion on the death
of hi® mother to £1,000; to Mrs. Harriet
Arden, £5,000; to Rev. George A.
Nicholls and Mrs. Fanny Nicholls, £500
each; to Robert Nixon, to Mrs. =criven,
and to Mrs. Blackstock, of Victoria,
£100 each; to his nephew, George E.
Arden, £1,000; and to his nieces, Mary
Pye and Katherine Bulkley, £500 each.
The residue is left in trust in equal shares
to Rev. W. H. P. Arden, Mrs. Harriet
Arden and George Herbert Bent
McSwiney.

——

Truly The Detroit Free Press is a
comic paper. 1n an editorial article it
characterizes the view of the Vene-
zuelan affair taken in the Queen’s
speech as broad and statesmanlike, and
then says the speech is a pretty severe
rap at Lord Salisbury. Poor Lord
Salisbury! One would really have
thought be was too astute to severely
rap himself, but then in another article,
The Free Press tells us his star is on the
wane, and his brains, too, it might have
added, seeing that in the opinion of
the esame paper 'he is ‘*halting,
undecided and churlish.” and at the
same time ‘‘broad, statesmanlike and
benign.”” In penning this I am really
not exaggerating one bit. The troublé
with The Detroit Free Press is that it
does not know who is responsible for the
Queen’s speech—that, like many others
of its contcmporaries, it seeks toinstruct
without knowledge.

POLIE OFFT

Petition to the (
strong Reasons A
Proposed Red

Fire Wardens Agains
Charges—Seweragé
—The Aldermen’s

Last evening’s regulany
city council was broken
teresting point. A masg
been under consideratio
hours, when the Mayor
resolution from the heap
gsomething abouat officialg
Macmillar almost simulf
the adjournment—* I w4
last car,”” he explained;
gseconded the motion.

ing rejected.

plained that the motion

to aldermen’s salaries,
thorized the paymentof o
arv gourse, and Ald. Man
his name as seconder of t}
When the misunderstod
been passed, that of w
liamp had given notice f¢
of the payment of alder
up, and a motion to adjo|
proposed was carried b
almost before the questi
the Mayor’s mouth. Al
were present when the
p-m., Mayor Beaven pre

ALp. WiLL1AMS made 4
paragraph in the Times {
marks against an increas
taxation were credited tg
He said he had sent thq
that paper, but it has no

A letter from Mrs.
subject of the proposed
digent women was read.
that there are several ng
sistance, and asked whet
be referred to the Mayor
be sent that there will bd
the estimates are passed.

Mr. H. L. Salmon wro
of an obstruction near
Yates and Government 8
of abusive language f
Mason when spoken to @
The chairman of the st
stating that they had giv|
sion to place this obstruc
was referred to them an
gineer.

POLICEMEN’S PRIV

A resolution from the
of the B.C. R. T. of T.,
of the I. O. G. T. already
half of social reform, wal
senders will be informec
ter is receiving serious
Ald. Marchant in this co
whether officers are allo
while in uniform, or whe
bition applies only whi
duty. The Mayor said h
whether they wore their
on leave, and Ald. Wi
that some of them may
suits to wear these hard t

MR. CAMPBELL’S CH

A letter from Mr. G.
quested the appointment g
mittee to conduct the ing
his instance had been
fore the fire wardens.
another letter which hag
but notread. The Mayor
he had held it over beca
ered it libellous, and he J
the responsibility of hav
communication read. He
dermen to express their
spect to it.

ALp. PArTRIDGE said H
that the letter was larg
himself, and he for one ha
to having it read, as th
not damage his (the aldery
tion in the community.

ArLp. WiLson did st
as he considered the lettey
lous. He knew that lettd
same gentleman had been
tion in the press.

It was ordered that thel
on the clerk’s file, so tha
men have not seen it they
opportunity.

CEMETERY GARDE

Mr. W. H. Smith compls
son and himself had been
mit to work as gardeners
cemetery for their customg
that such permit be gra
closed recommendations fx
Lellan and John Hall, alddg

Arp. HumpHREY said t
quarrelling and jealousy
men working in the cemetg
therefore decided that for
one will be allowed to wo
out a permit from the coqg
applications are to be df
few days, no permits hay
granted.

The letter was referre
mittee.

Mr. H. P. Orton wrote]
asking reconsideration of
of his salary as clerk in tH
eer’s office and stating that
gaged in draftsman’s work
for the present.

Seven tenders for the wo
cement sidewalk opposite
were without being opene
the street committee and
to report.

ELK LAKE AFFAIJ

Messrs. G. White, G. V
Ferguson wrote complain
bricklayers at the Elk lak
‘being paid only 334 cen
while 5615 cents has been
Tate here.

Referred to the select
the grievances of thé work

‘suggestion that the com

power also to inquire into
which the work has been ¢
Ald. Cam
special expert committee

‘gineers has already been ap!

port on the quality of the
and he did not wish to see
tion in this respect. He d

‘in the misgivings that the

the clerk of works have ng

‘fully performing their duti

The Sylvester Feed Co.,

:and J. B. Giffin asked a

The entering wedge of a fat

-often aaslight ¢old, whieh a

Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral might
the commencement. Thereiore
to have this prompt and sure

-at hand to meet an.emergency.




