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SOLAR CONFLAGRATIONS.

Mr. Richard A. Proctor writes to the
London Zfc/<o as follows : “ We have within 
the last fortnight had new evidence in the 
stair depths of a danger to which our own 
sun, and we along with it, would seem to 
be exposed. There are some astronomical 
subjects of inquiry which, though they re-1 
late to bodies inconceivably remote, concern 
us inhabitants of earth very nearly. It is, 
for instance, a question of considerable in­
terest to us whether the evidence we have 
about the sun suggests or not the 
probability that that orb—the tire,
light, and life of our system—is 
gradually parting with its energies, in 
such sort that our descendants will be 
less thoroughly warmed and lighted than 
we are ourselves. It is a question of in­
terest again whether there is any truth in 
such a theory as was onee thrown out (to 
the amazement of astronomers be it re­
marked) by Sir W. Thomson, that the frag 
ments of destroyed planets might lie the 
vehicles whereby the seeds of life are car­
ried to now worlds, and that our earth, 
visited in remote ages by such fragments 
was thus supplied with the germs of that 
life which is now so abundant on her sur 
face, so she, in her turn undergoing des- 
struction, will be sent in fragments through 
space, scattering about the germs of life for 
the benefit of other worlds as yet unpeopled. 
Another question of very great interest was 
that started by Sir Isaac Newton, in the 
well-known suggestion that should a comet 
fall upon the sun there would be a tremen­
dous outburst of solar * eat, whereby this 
earth and all the other worlds which 
circle round the sun could l e de­
stroyed, or, at least, all life caused to 
perish from their surface. This idea 
has not, indeed, of late received much favor, 
because astronomers, noting the small effects 
produced by comets upon even the inferior 
memlxirs of the solar system, such as the 
moons of Jupiter, have come to regard 
comets as b cry little weig
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furnish for believing that the new star, 
which was not in Argelander's list, simply 
escaped record by "him on account of its 
faintness. It is now fast loosing it suddenly- 
acquired lustre, and is already invisible to 
the naked eye. It appears, therefore, that 
there is nothing in the long-continued stead- 
fastnes of our sun as a source of light to 
assure us that he, too, may not sud­
denly blaze forth with many hundred 
times his usual lustre (the conflagration be­
ing originated, perchance, by some comet 
unfortunately travelling too directly toward 
him). Though he would probably cool down 
again to his present condition in the course 
of a few weeks, no terrestrial observers 
would be alive, at any rate, to note the fact, 
though the whole series of events might af­
ford subject of interesting speculation to the 
inhabitants cf worlds circling round Sirius 

• Arcturus. Fortunately, we may legit’- 
...ately reason that the risk is small, seeing 
that among the millions of suns which sur­
round ours, within easy telescope distance,
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material, therefore, falling upon the sun gucj1 catastrophes occur only 16 or 12 times 
could produce but insigm 1 i uaut^tirest More* ^ ucntury. ’
overr wc have learned to coiisider the proba­
bility of the downfall of a comet upon the 
sun as exceedingly small. We know that 
among those whose paths have been pro­
perly determined during the last few years, 
only two have made a very near approach 
to the sun—though, by a strange coinci­
dence, one of these was the first ever dealt 
with on the Newtonian principles—viz., 
Newton s own comet of the year 1680. 
That one approached the sun within less 
than a sixth of his diameter,. and its 
very ltucleus must have swept the summits 
of the red liâmes which we now know to 
exist all round the sun w e sec. The other 
was the comet of 1843, which, on the 27th 
of February in that year, was within about 
60,000 miles of the sun’s surface ; so that 
the bulk of its coma or hair must ha\e 
swept over the sun, and the outermost parts | 
of its nucleus must not only have met the 
solar flames, but even have reached the iow- 
lying bed of flame seen during solar eclipses, 
and called the sierra. Still, these two 
comets only, among all those of the last two 
hundred years, have made a very near a; 
proach to the sun, and, as no mischief has 
followed, astronomers are encouraged in the 
"belief that, whatever danger we may have 
to fear from changes in our sun’s condition, 
comets are scarcely to be regarded as the 
probable cause of such danger.

Rut the newsjust received from the star 
depths eonc'.*ns us more nearly. It tells us 
of a sun, doubtless in general respects like 
our own, which has met with some great 
catastrophe, whose cause wc cannot at pre­
sent determine, but whose real nature is 
unmistakable. Our sun is one among hun­
dreds of millions, each of which is probably, 
Jike it, the centre of a scheme of circling 
worlds. Eacli sun is rushing along through 
spaeç, with its train of w orlds, each bearing, , 
perhaps, tike our earth., its living freight, 
or, more probably, each, at some time or 
other of its existence, becoming habitable 
for a longer or shorter period. Thus 
the suns may be compared to engines, 
each drawing along its well-freighted 
train. Accidents among these celestial en­
gines seem fortunately to be rare. A few 
among the suns appear suddenly (that is in 
the course of a few hundred years, which in 
celestial chronometry amounts to a mere in­
stant,) to have lost a large part of their 
energy, as though the supply of fuel had 
somehow run ashore. Mishaps of this kind 
have not attracted much attention, though 
manifestly it would be a serious matter if 
our own sun were suddenly to lose three- 
fourth.- of his heat, as has happened with 
the middle star of the Flow, or ninety-nine 
hundredths, as has happened with the 
once blazing, but now scarcely visible, orb 
called Eta, in the keel of the star-ship 
Argo. But when wc hear of an accident of ! 
the contrary kind—a sun suddenly blazing 
but with more than a hundred times its 
usual splendor ; a celestial engine whose 
energies have been overwrought, so that a 
sudden explosion has taken place, and the 
tires, meant in work steadily for the train, 
have bla ?d forth to its destruction— we 
are impre. with the thought that this 
may possibly one day happen with our own 
sun. The circumstances are very curious, 
and though they do not show clearly whe­
ther we are or are not exposed to the same 
kind of danger which has overtaken the 
words circling around those remote suns, 
they are sufficiently suggestive.

On Nov. 24, quite early in the evening, 
Prof. Schmidt, the well-known director of 
of the Athens Observatory, observed a star 
of the third magnitude in a part of the con­
stellation of the Swan, where no such star
should be. At midnight the new star’s light.

A HALF ACRE OF BROKEN GLASS.

New York Times of Friday.
The snow and ice that had accumulated 

oil the long strip of corrugated iron roofing 
forming the upper part of the roof of the 
east side of the Grand Central Depot, having 
become loosened by the warmth of the sun, 
slid off, and fell with a tremendous 
crash upon the plates of glass forming 
the next section below'. The fall was 
abo t six feet, and the plates, although 
half an inch thick, were shattered 
for about two-thirds of the length of the 
building. Showers of broken glass and 
snow sell into the interior of the edifice, 
but fortunately without injuring any one, 
as that portion of the depot was almost 
deserted at the time. The horses of two of 
the Fourth avenue cars, which were await­
ing the arrival of the 12 o’clock .train, 
however, were severely cut by the falling 
fragments, and the roof of one of the ears 
was slightly damaged. The drivers, who 
ware in the cars at the time, were not in­
jured. Had the slide occurred a few min­
utes later a large number of persons would 
undoubtedly have been hurt, as the New 
Haven and Hartford train was due at 12 
o’clock, and would have been run directly 
under that portion of the roof which was 
broken by the falling sn?w. When it did

An An»i of

the freedom of the room; soon they will come 
at your call and fly to meet you whenever 
your voice is heard. I had one that came 
regularly to my desk as I sat writing each 
day, and disputed, with fluttering wings 
and open beak, my humble right to the ink- 
stand. And when I reasoned him out of 
his mistaken notion he would perch him­
self on my pen-handle (no very comfortable 
proceeding for me), and watched gravely 
as I wrote. 1 have many a time, 
also, discovered him in the act of eating 
oft‘ the corners of my pajier, even to the 
title of my article. Another thought no­
thing of trotting about on my head and 
shoulders, and even hopped under my throat 
to nestle against my chin. He would take 
his bath as I held the cup in my hand, and 
coolly dry himself on my head. Another would | The 
fly up or down stairs whenever I called him; 
and many a time when l have been out, he 
has welcomed my return by flying down the 
stairs and tinging at the top of his voice all 
the while, until at last, perched on my 
shoulder, he would accompany me to my 
reoin.”

A lady had a canary which she let ont of 
the cage each day. She placed a dish of 
water on a piece of eil cloth spread on the 
floor. Thefbird flew to the dish and bathed, 
and remained on the oil cloth until its fea­
thers were dry, and then flew to its mistress, | and 
and entered the cage when told to do so Î 
One day the little pet was caught and killed 
by a cat.

It is said, that il left a day and a night 
without water and food, canaries will make 
an attempt on each other’s lives, and those 
that arc killed will be eaten by the surviv­
ors. The professional gentleman above re­
ferred to had a dozen birds in a cage, and 
while out of town on business five of them 
were killed in this way after the water and 
seed were all used up. Rape and canary 
seed is the standard food for canaries.

QUIETING AUDIENCES.

Next to absence of body, presence of mind 
is the best possession jin a crowded house 
afire. I made this rtgnsrk yesterday t) the 
dispenser of foammgVlî in Brooklyn as 
looted over my mug and w aited for it to set­
tle. He was an Englishman, ajman of con­
siderable education and culture in languages 
besides his own. “ You're right,” said he, 
as I tipped up and took à sip. ‘ ‘ And I re­
member just the case to prove it. It was 
almost a generation ago, in the old Brooklyn 
museum, the tip-top theatre of those days. 
It stood on the corner of , the next street, 
Orange and Fulton, where Ijockitt’s now 

There was a couple of roaring farces 
that night, and the house W'as full, 

star was Fred M. Kent, a low 
comedian of considerable audacity and 
full of fun. He was a man of re­
sources, too—never stumped by an> thing, 
full of expedients. Well, suddenly smoke 
was seen oy the audience. Its origin was 
not quite certain, but it strongly suggested 
tire. It increased for a moment, when 
several jumped up, put on their hats, and 
started for the door. There was a cry of 
fire, and a panic was imminent. At this 
juncture Kent rushed to the footlights, 
struck an attitude of mock tragedy, 

shouted in tones that pierced 
every part of the house: “Better stay 
’round- -better stay ’round—going to cut 
a watermelon soon !” The effect was in­
stantaneous. There w as a roar of laughter, 
a momentary diversion during which the 
smoke was suppressed, and the farce went

A RACE OF MEN WITH 
PORTED.
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arrive it was run into the depot on one 
the centre tracks, and no delay 
was experienced by the passengers, 
most of whom left the building 
without knowing that anything un­
usual had occurred. The noise made by the 
slide was tremendous and lasted for sc reral 
seconds, causing considerable excitement and 
no little trepidation among the passengers in 
the different waiting-rooms, some of whom 

ined that the whole building was falling 
to pieces. The officers and clerks of the sev­
eral roads, who were in the upper part of 
the building facing Vanderbilt avenue, were 
also considerably exercised, and many of 
them rushed into the.long corridor running 
along the inner side of the structure, from the 
windows of which a full view #»f the interior 
of the depot could be obtained. It was 
positively asserted by a number of persons 
that they felt the whole build: ig shake and 
quiver during the fall of the snow', but the 
writer of this article who happened to be in 
the edifice at the time, and who was engag­
ed in writing a letter, could not perceive 
any movement whatever. When he first 
heard the noise he fancied it was caused 
by the escape of steam at a very high 
pressure, and consequently paid no 
attention to it, and did not cease writing. 
Had the building been shaken he must cer- 

! tainly have noticed it. Immediately after 
the occurrence a force of men was put to 

rork to clear away the broken glass and 
snow, and in less than an hour the tracks 
were cleared. Fearing, however, that some 
of the cracked plates mightjfall, no trains \ 
were allowed to run on the track» 
under the broken part of the roof, 
and measures were at once taken to have 
the unsafe plates removed. The roof 
will be repaired without del*y,[and the pro­
per precautions will be taken to prevent the 
recurrence of a similar accident. The glass 
plates of which the broken section of the 
roof was formed were 10 feet long by two 
feet wide, and half an inch in thickness. 
Two hundred and thirty-two of these plates 
were broken. Fiâtes of this size arc worth 
35 cents per square foot, or 87 a piece. It is 
estimated that it will cost nearly 82,000 to 
repair the damage done yesterday.

From the Fall Mall Gazette.
A Wesleyan missionary, Rev. George 

Brow’ii, has returned in safety from an ex­
ploration of twenty months on the unknow n 
coasts of New Britain and New-Ireland. He 
crossed the latter island, which he found 
well populated. “No white man was 
ever seen inland before, but ne opposition 
was offered to the explorers. A difficulty was 
experienced in getting the natives to go any 
distance from their villages, as they are often 
at wrar with one another. Plenty of proofs 
of cannibalism were found. One of the 
party, on going into one house to light his 
pipe, saw a woman roasting the thigh and 
leg of a man who was killed the day before.” 
The exploring party were interested in the 
curious legend of the tribes of “tailed men” 
which is met with in many uncivilized 
countries, but they did not, unfortunately, 
succeed in getting any further than second­
hand testinn my. ‘ ‘ The natives, ” it is stated, 
“of Blanche Bay, New-Britain, affirm 
positively the existence of a race of men with 
tails at a place called Kali, and deny in­
dignantly that they arc monkeys, asking if 
monkeys could fight with spears, plant yams, 
make houses, &c.” But it is significantly 
added that the interesting race dwell in the 
interior of the country, “ where no white 
person has ever penetrated. M r. Cockerell* 
a naturalist, who accompanied the expedi­
tion, had special opportunities of research. 
He was detained for some time as a hostage 
in New-Britain, and was engaged in “collect­
ing” upon New-Ireland for five months. 
He found the natives “ very friendly,” but 
he does not otherwise give them a good ! 
character. “ They are all dreadful can­
nibals, and there is a strange custom in New- 
Ireland which requires that a chief’s daught­
er shall be kept in a cage within her father's 
house until she is of a marriageable age. The 
cage scarcely gives her room to move, and 
she cannot leave it during any part .of the 
day, though she is allowed to take a stroll 
with near relatives after nightfall. When 
a chief dies his body is wrapped up and 
placed in a tree, and the poor people are put 
in canoes in the sea to float away. The 
natives have large plantations, and work 
about two days in the week. They live 
chiefly on bananas, cocoanuts, and pork, 
but they also indulge in human flesh.”

I have learned of another ease—in New 
York, this ome, Mine. Ponisi was playing 
w'ifck Edwin Forrest. The piece on that night 
was “ fltill Waters Run Deep,”Mme. Ponisi 
as Mrs. Sternhold. It was the night scene, 
and as she walked to the table to “turn 
down ” the glass camphene lamp burning 
thereon, there was a little “pop;” the top 
flew out like a cork, and flame mounted to­
ward the ceiling. It stood within a foot of 
the flat and the theater seemed in great 
peril. Mme. Ponisi looked at the flames 
for an instant, while the volatile 
fluid streamed out, then walked quiet­
ly to the table, took the burning 
lamp firmly in her hand, whisked it 
quickly across the stage, and either flung it 
out the window to the left or handed it to 
somebody outside. It was all over in a 
moment. Then those who were running 
out turned back, and the courageous Ponisi 
had to stand for many minutes before the 
footlights while the audience paid her the 
prolonged and repeated tribute of its ap­
plause. It x\ as such a scene as few’ theatres 
have ever witnesssed.—Graphic.

THE PKOPHEl’S STANDARD.

MALE AND FEMALE WHINERS.

was seen to be <>l* a markedly yellow color. 
The news was, of course, spread about 
among the chiefs of the principal observa­
tories, and, as soon as clear weather per­
mitted, the new-comer was submitted to 
the searching scrutiny of the spectroscope. 
Unfortunately, it had already dwindled 
down to the fifth magnitude by Dec. 2, when 
first it was thus examined, and its light has 
become greenish, almost blue. It was not 
till Dec. 5 that really satisfactory observa­
tions w ere made. Then M. Cornu obtained 
the following very curious results : The 
light of the star showed the usual rainbow- 
tinted streak crossed by dark lines, which 
forms the spectrum of a star or sun, but on 
that rainbow-tinted streak, as on a dark 
background, there was seen the bright liner 
of hydrogen, a bright line belonging to mag­
nesium, (in the state of glowing vapor, ) 
and two other bright lines, one of which 
seemed to be identical with r. bright line 
shown by our sun’s corons during total 
eclijwo.

Now, a point to which 1 would call spe­
cial attention is, that all the elements of 
the catastrophe, if one may so speak, which 
has befallen the remote sun in the Swan 
exist in our own sun. At times of marked 
dintmhanee parts qf our sun's surface show 
fhc hues of Y ydvogen bright instead of dark, 
which means that the flames of hydrogen 
over those parts of the sun are hotter than 
the glowing surface of the sun there. We 
have all heard, again

HOW CANARIES ARE TRAINED

all heard, again, how Tachini and 
Secchi. in Italy, attributed some exception­
ally hot weather we had a few years ago to 
outburst; of glowing magnesium. And, 
lastly, oui un is certainly v ell supplied 
iyith that element, whatever it is, which 
gives the bright line of fiis corona during 
eulipees ; f«>r we now know that the whole 
of the streaked and radiated corona occupy­
ing a region 20 times greater than the glolie 
of the »un (whi;h itsvU exceeds our earth 

iu voiumé) bôlôngs to the1,250,000 times 
sun. Again, though the sun has shone 
nreadily 101 thouj&nqs of years, yet, ..o far 
i,s can.lie judged, the stars which, like this 
une in the S van, have burst out suddenly, 
blossoming into flames of nydrogen. within 
which the star’s heart-core glows with many 
hundred times its former heat, have also 
been for ages shining steadily amid the star 
depths. We know that the one which blazed 
out ten j ears ago in the Northern
was one of Argelander's list* a star of the 
tiefctb magnitude, and that, after glowing 
with MX) tunes its former brightness for a 
few days, it has resumed that feebler lustre. 
We have every reason which anology can

A professional gentleman residing in Read­
ing, Penn., raised forty canary birds last 
year, and he has at present nine birds a few 
months old tlw he is teaching to whistle 
notes. An Italian hand-organ, which pipes 
half-a-dozen popular tunes in a clear, sweet 
tone, is the instrument used.

The birds are taught one tunc, and some 
times a second one after the first has been 
thoroughly learned. When about two 
months old the canaries begin to chirp 
little, and the organ is immediately brought 
into use. A single tune is played each day 
at dawn, also at noon when the birds are 
eating, and sometimes at nine or ten o’clock 
at night.

The playing is done at a late hour “to 
give the birds something to think about at 
night, and they will have the tune fresh in 
their memories in the morning.” When 
about six months old, and having molted 
they will not unfreqliently learn to sing the 
air of a tune from beginning to end, giving 
all the notes correctly, although previous to 
shedding the feathers they may have learned 
only a few notes after a moJith or two’s in 
structiop.
. In learning to whistle a tune a bird follow 
the organ correctly part way, but before the 
tunc is finished suddenly breaks off into a 
chirp. A bird organ is turned with a crank,
Those of the Italian make cost 810 a piece, 
and play eight tunes, while the French or­
gans, with a capacity of six tunes, can be 
had for 86. The Italian organ has a softer 
sweeter sound thah the French organ.

Says a writer on umaries : “In this way 
I answer the nueytion of ‘ How had I such 
luck with birds ?’ Simply by allowing the 
birds to attend to their ow n affairs, and by 
letting them understand that their master I now 
would never harm them. Also by aceus- 

! to ning them to plenty of light, and air, anrl 
| company, rather than as recommended in 
books, keeping the cage in a dark room, for 
:ear of fi igntening the birds. Make just half 
thè fuss directed in bird-books over the mat­
ter. and you will have double the success in 
raising birds. Nevet give them sugar, but 
all the red pepper they will eat. It is the 
best thing for them. And if your bird feels 
hoarse at any time put a n!*--- 
wrk ’2. the cage, and see how the little fel- 

Crown lo w will enjoy it, and listen for the result.
Give him flaxseed once in a while, and if he 
appears dumpy occasionally give him diet of 
bread and water, with red pepper sprinkled 
in.

“ Open the oage-door and give your pete

It is evident that whining is essentially 
feminine in character. There is nothing 
manly about it. It is the feeble expression 
of a weak nature. While, then, it is un­
pardonable in men, it is, to a certainextent, 
excusable in women. It is certainly under­
standable in them. Women, as a rule, do 
not enjoy the robust health which falls to 
the lot of most men. Their mode of life for­
bids that they should. Now, physical frailty, 
especially when it is largely the result of 
inactivity, tends to produce querulousness. 
Indeed, it is not too much to say that in 
many instances the temper is weak 
precisely in accordance as the body is feeble.
If a woman is continually experiencing little 
aches and pains, and finds it a toil to move 
about much, there is nothing extraordinary 
in the fact that she becomes peevish, and 
that her unfortunate surroundings, in the 
shape of servants, husband, and children, 
arc compelled to lead a wretched cxiatence. 
One can almost sympathise with her when 
she declares, with an air ef the most pro­
found conviction, that she has the worst 
servants, the most troublesome children, 
and the most neglectful husband which any 
w oman in the country is afflicted with ; or 
w hen she alleges that her neighbours possess 
this, that, and the other, whue she com­
piled to deny herself nearly e\ erything that 
is necessary to per existence, allait that at 
the time she murmurs she is reclining fon 
velvet, dressed in silk, and has at hand 
various costly delicacies. She really be­
lieves that she is ill-used, and the belief 
that one ia ill-used becomes a monomania at 
last. At the same time, no one can be blind 
to the mischief which she causes. It is 
owing to her baleful influence that the home 
is Sometimes regarded :.s ^ place to T>e 
avoided rather than «might, that it is felt to 
be the centre of discomfort and annoyance, not

and that, 
are re-

question, tnen, whether 
she should receive that toleration which is 

extended *to her. Undoubtedly the 
male whiner is undeserving of the in­
dulgence which is granted him. \n pis own 
interests it should be discontinued ; for so 
lonti as be van write, w ith the certainly tint 
people will patiently listen to and, perhaps, 
believe him, so long wiU he he encouraged to 
whim, fur that position in public estimation 
which he ought to work for. Let it .be re­
membered that when a ttlln commences to 
whine >»» begins to encourage himself to 

tat salt ! be lax ; and that just in the same degree as 
he give* himself up to whining so will tie 
fall into the way of thinking that it is un­
necessary for him to do anything, in 
practical fashion, for himself.

A Madras Mussulman paper, the Sumsh- 
al Unltbar, gives its readers the following 
nteresting information respecting the “Pro­
phet’s Standard,” which, it states, “was 
enshrined among other relics of the founder 
of Islam in Constantinople, and has been 
dispatched to the scene of war, in order 
that the valor of the Turkish troops may be 
stimulated through their religious feelings. | 
An English author, Mr. Thornton, lias pub- | 
lished in his book on Turkey copious details 
regarding this standard, which is called 
‘Sunjack-i-Shu reef ’ by the Turks, who as­
cribe a mysterious efficacy to it, holding 
it in the highest veneration. Non-Mossul- 
mans are forbidden to gaze on it on pain 
of death, and it was this threat which de­
terred Mr. Thornton from casting his eyes 
on it when the standard was being paraded 
in the streets of Constantinople after it 
had witnessed a repklse of the Russians hy 
the Turks during the Crimean wrar. When 
the Turkish Army marches to war with the 
Sultan himself or his Vizier at the head, the 
standard is displayed, and on catching a 
glimpse of it every Moslem recites his 
prayers while lending a hand in carrying it. 
A splendid silk tent is erected, in front cl 
which the standard is raised, guarded by 
forty chiefs of the Empire and four 
bodies of infantry. Another writer, describ­
ing the standard, says that it is made of four 
layers of silk, the topmost of which is green, 
those below being composed of cloth embroi­
dered with gold. Its entire length is 12 
feet, and from it is suspended the figure of 
a human hand, which clasps a copy of the 
Koran, transcribed by the Caliph Osman. 
In times of peace the banner of the Prophet 
is kept in a chamber appropriated to the 
purpose, along with the clothes, teeth, the 
venerable locks, the stirrups, and the bow 
of the Prophet. ”

FARM, GARDEN AND HOME.
THE CLEMATIS.

Few plants of late years have received 
pre_attcntioe than the clematis for out of 

-ration, and few’ are better adapted 
ti va ting as climbers in cool green- 

ses, for covering some unsightly object 
in the pleasure grounds, for training on a 
trellis, and for training up the posts of the 
veranda. The gorgeous flowers of most of 
the varieties arc really very attractive, the 
colors of the different kino s being white, 
blue, pink and purple. The flowers of the 
native one, c. Virginian, are small and 
inconspicuous, of a greenish color. C. ritalba> 
or traveller’s joy, is one of the most rampant 
growers in cultivation, and useful for cover­
ing quickly any large screen or trellis. Its 
flowers, however, are small and unattractive. 
From China and Japan have been introduced 
the most showy kinds we have, and from 
w hich have been raised most of the excellent 
varieties now to be found in our gardens.
Of these, c. lanuginosa is the type. From 
c. patens, a white-flowering one, have also 
been raised some fine varieties.

The soil most suitable for the clematis is 
a w ell enriched, deep, open loam. There is 
no use in planting iu poor soil, and expect­
ing success. During their season of vigorous 
growth, they luxuriate in plenty of liquid 
manure. Attend regularly to the training 
of the young shoots, as they soon get en­
tangled into such a mass that it is almost 
impossible to separate them. A beautiful 
position for training them is on some large 
rock in some open exposure, w’here they 
generally bloom freely, and form an invit­
ing object. The propagation of the her­
baceous kinds is accomplished by dividing 
the roots just as they commence to grow. 
The climbing kinds are generally propa­
gated from layers a*d cuttings, although, 
for the purpose of giving more strength to 
weak varieties, and to produce plants 
quickly, budding and grafting are resorted 
to, using for a stock c. Jtammula, a native of 
Europe, from which have been raised some 
good varieties. Cuttings of well firmed 
young w ood root most freely, especially if 
taken from plants growing in a greenhouse. 
They should be inserteu in sand on the 
benches, or in pots, and get a good, brisk 
bottom heat, when they will soon root, and 
if potted and grown in a genial temperature 
for a short time, then placed where they 
can receive more air, and keep in a cool 
house for the first year, will make excellent 
plants for putting eut of doors the second 
year. Layering is performed upon well- 
ripened shoots of that year’s growth by cut­
ting about half through the shoot, just u«- 
der a bud, and slitting an inch or two along; 
then pegging into a pet filled with some 
porous soil. As soon as well rooted, sep- 
parate from the parent plant, and treat 
as described for cuttings. If the layer 
should not be well rooted in the fall,’ cut off 
the shoot and insert as a cutting, giving a 
gentle heat, when it wiU soon emit roots 
from the cut portion.

Priming should be performed with caution 
on the climbing varieties which produce 
flow’ers on last year's young wood; endeavor 
always to preserve as much as possible of it.

' Such kinds as produce fiow’ers on young 
wood of the same year should have all v eak 
shoots thinned out, and the buds that will 
produce good strong shoots encouraged. 
Cultivator and Country Gentleman.
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YOUTHS’ DEPARTMENT.
HARD ON THF. FF.ET.

Boys ! Read this and be glad you don’t 
live in Syria. It almost makes one’s feet 
sore to read about it, let alone experience it :

In Syria the bastinado is th• common 
form of punishment The culprit lies down 
—not willingly, but because lie must—and 
the officer takes a stick with a cord tied to 
it, and twists the cord around the ankles of 
the man as tight as possible. He then, with 
a heavy rod, beats the sûtes of the victim’s 
feet until he is black n.- the face with 
screamin' an 1 pain

It may interest those scholars who com­
plain of the severity of American schools to 
know that the bastinado is of;un inflicted in 
Syrian schools. When the American mission­
aries first started their schools in Syria, the 
native teachers would frequently use the bas­
tinado. The missionaries forbade its use, but 
the boys w ere so unruly, and used such bad 
language to each other, -cursing is a natural 
vice in the East that tile teachers often re­
sorted to the national punishment.

A visitor j who called at one of these 
schools, was invited to hear the boys recite. 
After they had gone through the lesson, the 
teacher offered to whip the school, from the 
biggest boy to the smallest, to show’ how 
well he governed.

MY PET RABBIT.
Said a shy little rabbit 
Who came to inhabit 

My garden one day in the spring 
“Id like to run over 
Your walks end cat clover,

I’m sure I’ll not harm anything.”
Such a nice little fellow !
My gorden w’as mellow.

And rich with the dainties it bore ;
I gave him one. corner,
And trusted his honor 

To feed on the weeds, nothing more.

He nibbled the clover 
The whole garden over,

1 saw where his little feet fell 
And somehow the traces 
Were deep in some places 

Ho trampled my pansits as well.

My salad grew jagged,
My cabbage was ragged 

With marks of his teeth, 1 am sure; 
My green peas were shelling - 
There’s no use in telling 

The troubles I had to endure.

This shy little bunny 
I thought w as so fuuny,

Un close î acquaintance I found 
(Though most unassuming),
Hy far too presuming 

When no watchful eyes looked around.

He sat in a corner,
The model of honor.

The moment I chanced to pass by ;
His cars nodding over 
A choice patch of clover.

An innocent look in his eye.

' That meant to betoken 
’Twas t ruth he had spoken 

When sa) ing how harmless he’d be ; 
But there was the ruin '.
I'm sur e ’tw as his doing.

Though how, it wras not plain to see.

When mischievous habits 
Come asking, like rabbits,

A corner and dinner of weeds;
Don’t give them a footing,
For they will be suiting 

The best of your life to their needs.

AGRICULTURAL POLITICS.

Unless the interests of the farmer arc 
more carefully studied and subserved by the 
law-making power of the country, there 
w’ill grow up of necessity what may be 
termed agricultural politics. The interests 
of no class embracing half the population of 

j the country, can long be rode over rough­
shod, without begetting oppositiDU in neces­
sary self-defence. The interests of the 
moneyed classes, the manufactu ring classes, 
and other classes, are carefully subserved 
by our law makers—but the farmers’ inter­
ests arc scarcely recognized, and are daily 
dwindling, as statistics too conclusively 
prove. There must be a change for the 
better.

Wood-Sheds.—Any farmer who has not 
a good wood shed makes a big mistake if he 
docs not erect one at once. This winter 
the whole supply of wood can lie cut to the 
proper length for burning, and piled under 
the wro<xl-shed, where it will season and be 
ready for use all summer. It will be dry, 
and there will lie no complaint from the wo­
men folks. The men will not have to get 
up early to chop firewood, or if they come in 
from the harvest field they have not got to 
cut firewood before the day’s work is over.

Again, if a rainy or snowy day comes, or 
several of them, they can be utilized, as the 
hired men can saw or chop and pile away the 
firewood. The w'ood-shed is also a, good 
place for rspairing tools, racking implements 
and fixing up things W general in tamv wea­
ther. ^nV(eed thefre should he n w’ork-shop 
ill connection with every W’oocl-shed, w here 
a full kit of carpenter’s tools are kept for 
use, ready for any emergency ; and a port­
able forge might lie put in it to make and 
rei>air iron work, and thus save blacksmith 
bills. —Hural World,

Horses from Canada.—We are glad to 
ood useful

qu ESTION AN D AN SW F.R,
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A Lui» "shi rt ti 
Tlegram at a lximlou 
sage was inclosed in 
ueiving it the of ; 
open it. “ What aie i 
the lady. The vit r 
could not send a met 
ing it. Then, observ 
4'Do you suppose I’m 
my private affair* ? 1 
And forthwith she in 
in disgust.

t\ anted to know
rope used when a mm is “tied-to time.”

A Wiseacre—Your wisdom tooth.
“ That bed is not long enough forme,’ 

said a very tall, graft old Englishman, upon 
being ushered into his bedroom by an Irish 
waiter at one of our hotels. “ Faith an’- 
you 11 find it is plenty long. Sir, when you 
g®1 it,” was the reply; “ for then 
there II be two feet more added to it.”
Exit Pat, with a boot fetching up the rear.
\ e redoubtable Son?hern Buildozairc 
\fr St->amP that in some obscure comaire 

ayiays the man with the kinky haire.
V i d1 the ktws have made a fre > votaire;
And then with his shot-sun persuade ire.
Ail ready for action, autiroosed halt a ire,
And also a loaded revolvaii e.
Coaxes Blarky to vote as a White Lcagaivc :—
Tha t is the terrible Bulldozairc.

It is a bad plan to get filled with emotion 
you may not have room for your dinner.
One of the sable orators of old Virginia 

blinde a good point when he said, “ Dc 
oyster gotrtim^emrh diurvomc fvïks/’caiise 
lie know when to keep his mouf shot.”

tad. *• Do you object to. smoking, niissï” 
Lady. “I don't know, I’m sure. Ko 

gentleman ever smoker! in my presence.”
The Single Scull Race !” exclaimed an 

oJ-i lady, as she laid down the morning 
paper: “ my gracious ! I didn't know there 
was a race of men with double skulls.”

On' coming for the first time from a 
wretched garret in an inland manufacturing 
town to the sea-shore, a poor woman, garing 
at the ocean, said, “ 1 am glad for once in 
my life to see something « here is enough 
of. °

Punctuated Courtship.— 41 i* appose 1 
should work myself up to an interrogation 
point Î ” said a beau to his sweetheart. “1
should respond with an exclamation ! ’ was 
the reply.

Scientific 1*act. There is no reason why 
the earth’s inhabitants should always look 
•grave, but it would disarrange things ter- - - 
ribly if the earth herself were to lose her 
gravity.

How was it Done ?-—X ictor Hugo wrote to 
"Paternal banquet ’ of workingmen that 

he could not present, but sent them -‘a 
shake of his' hand from the bottom of his 
heart. ”

Catching It. A servant-girl who had 
been admonished by her mistress to he very 
careful in 44wastin' up” the best tea- 
things, was overheard shortly afterward in­
dulging in the following soliliquy while in 
the act _of wiping the sugar basin : “If j 
was to drop this 'ere basin, and was to 
catch it, I suppose I shouldn't catch it : tilt 
if I was to drop it, and wasn't to catch it,
1,reckon I should just catch it.”

During the polling for the London School 
- ward, a ratepayer arrived breathless and in 
a state of great excitement, at one of the 
polling-stations in Hackney, and said “ I 
want to vote for a woman.” “ Ah !” s.id a 
“y ™ice, 411 suppose you mean Uiss 
Miller 7 Ko, says the ratepayer, “that’s 
not her name; let me sit down and think.

11 ,on a placard as i came along. 
(Thmks aloud.) 1 have it. Poll Karlv- 
that s her ! J *

It was a Frenchman -the famous Carlin» 
—who contentedly laying his head upon a 
large stone jar for a pillow, repJ .A to oue 
who inquired if it was not rallier hard :

Not at all, for I have stuffed it with hay. *
It was an American lecturer who solemnly 
said one evening : 44 Parents, you may
have children ; or, ,f not, your daughters 
maj aa\e. It was a Gentian orator who 
warmrng with his subject, exclaimed ’

1 here is no man, woman or child in the 
house who has arrived at the ace of fifty 
years, but what has felt the truth thunder 
ing through their minds for centimes.”

“VV he said dreamily, 44 we arc always stm ing for a subjective goal. UnconsciotL 
iy, it may he, but still wc strive. Wo lean 
upon the verge of the infinite, longing to. 
grasp its mysteries, and lost in the profund- 

° “ Yes, ' she replied,
thoughtfully; blit, John, would you mind 
m> putting a brown patch on those old duck 
pants of yours ?

Did you ever know a waiter w ho 'camQ 
when he said he was “ coming?”

Did you ever know a younu Hdv I count)0™than tWCnty*uiCl <bAer own ao

MARRIED WOMEN IN THE ENGLISH 
ARMY.

An order has recently been issued by the 
War Office on the subject of the number of 
married women allowed to be borne on the 
strergth of a regiment. Hitherto, the 
number ef the rank and file allowed on the 
married establishment was 7 per cent, of the 
number of men in the regiment, and the 
wives and families of these men w’ere'in the 
enjoyment of certain privileges, such as 
being entitled to free quarters and being 
allowed to obtain rations at contract rates.
This number has been reduced to 4 per cent.
Of courue this will not affect the families at I see that ia ou? presentJdearth çjÇ g, 
present on the establishment, but vacancies | hor«^s there ia some chance of our scanty 
will not be tilled up until the nuiilb*:* are Supply lxnnc helped from the colonies, as on 
reduced to the lower figure. This reduction Wednesday; October 4, 10 fresh, active 
is probably * caused î?y the short-service animals from Canada, ranging from 5 to 6 
system, by which a soldier is bound to serve years old, were disposed of. They were all 
only six years with thi colors, in consequence quiet in harness, had good legs, and f" ir 
of which the authorities seem to think he action, looking likely to meet the want that 
will have plenty of time to get married after is now felt for sound working horses at a 
he leaves the army. Whether this will 
produce steadier soldiers we cannot say ; but 
it would seem to an unofficial mind that 
homo comforts, even in such a home as the 
British Government allots to the married 
soldier, would do something toward keeping 
Private Noakes out of the public house, and 
the consequent guard-room. JXuring the 
Crimea war a Turkish officer on being in­
formed of the small number of British sol-

1 CAN’T HELP IT.
That was what Harry Day always said 

when he was told of any of his bad habits: 
“leant help it;’ which really meant, “I 
don’t wish to help it;” because we know 
well enough that wc van ever/ one of us 
“help ” doing wrong if we try in the right 
way.

Olive Harry came upon an old story in a 
worn, soiled book which he routed out of a 
çhest iu the lumber-closet, and this story set 
nim thinking, as it may, perhaps, set some 
other young folks thinking about the rea­
son way it is necessary to resist what is bad 
in its earliest beginning.

Long ago there lived an old hermit who

count) ?
Did you ever know a young lady who 

would admit the bosomest of her bosom 
friends to be very pretty ?

Did you ever know a young lady who was 
so timid she was afraid to get married ï

Did you ever know any body to be better 
for that “ just one glass more” he took to 
do him good ?

Did you ever knew a cabman who was 
contented with his right and proper fare ?

Did you ever luiotv a good cook who 
hadn’t “ a temper ?”

When is a doctor most annoyed ?—When 
he is out of patients.

Dr. Mary Walker may not wear a bustle- 
in connection with her pantaloons; but why 
is it that the small boy puts pins in her chair

ha,l left" the busy world for a cell in the4! ^hout the slightest consequences ! 
desert, and who was reputed to be learned As an evidence of woman’s confiding na-

:mg
fair figure. The prices ranged from £29 8s. 
to £58 Ilia., no less than 4^of them causing 
the hammer to drop for more than 44 half-a- 
century. ' Four more i,açg,èd from £40 to 
£00 ; so that, if they only turn out as well 
as appearances would lead us to expect, 
there will not be much cause to grumble on 
the part of purchasers, and if they can be 
sent over and sold so as to pay their way at 
these figures, a sound horse may not in future 

diers allowed to be married, is stated to I be beyond the reach of a man of moderate 
have exclaimed, 44 Allah ! only six wives to | means. We sincerely trust this sale is only
a company !” What would he say to the 
contemplated reduction ?

ere is quite a curi­
osity in Harrison, Kentucky. It is a boy, 
thirteen years of age, without legs oy arms. 
t\n the right side of his body instead of an 
arm is a slight projection about four inches 
in length. Instead of legs he has a single 
foot,~\vtioh has but two toes. The hoy’s 
name is Charley Blair. His parents have 
returned from the Centennial with him, 
where he was the object of much curiosity. 
He is a remarkably sprightly and intelligent 
boy, and can hop about as fast as au ordi­
nary person can walk, t^e does not----- -

Did you ever know a family doctor who 
did not wear creaking boots ?

r------  requn
any uuroon t# cut his food, hut does it him­
self by pressing the knife lietween his sub­
stitute for an arm and L,is chin. He can 
write by holding the pen in the same man­
ner, and, by the way, writes a good hand.

T ne Chinese papers state that on the 21st 
of Oei. two mpn were executed at Kauik' 
ang for pig-tail cutting

We sincerely trust tins sale is only 
the f' ircrunner of many more. — Ewjlish 
Uportiwj Gartfa.

John Ttimey has one farm of 43 acres, for 
which he refused last year 818,000, or 8400 
an acre. He has 1,400 bearing trees. Last 
year ho sold over 700 barrels of Twenty- 
ounce apples. His Baldwin orchards were 
this season a sight worth going a great dis­
tance to see, so heavily were they filled 
with splendid fruit. Has always kept nis 
orchards under cultivation John Collamer 
has another of those magnificent orchards— 
1,100 tree:, mostly Baldwins and Twenty- 
ounces—from Which he sold last yea; nearly 
83,000 w orth ot apples Cultivates his or­
chards, but doe* not crop them.—Rural 
liants.

Cattle during the winter while kept in 
the barn most of the time should receive a 
thorough brushing daily. Cattle that have 
their head* tied get very dirty about the 
head and neck unless they receive careful 
grooming. Cleanliness is very essential to 
their health.— Lcwintov Journal.

and wise
44 Many people used to visit the lonely 

man that they might receive his advice, and 
once a youth came to him who begged to her 
stay with him for a time as his pupil.

44 The hermit consented, and the first day 
he led his young companion into a small 
wood near to their humble dw elling. Look­
ing round, he pointed to a very young oak 
tree just shooting from the ground.

4 4 4 Pull up that sapling from the root,' 
sanl he to his pupil, who obeyed without 
difficulty. They went on a little farther, 
and the old man pointed to another tree, 
but als i a young one, whose roots struck 
deeper This was not so easy to pull up as 
the first had been ; but with several efforts 
it was accomplished.

44 The third had grown quite tall and 
strong, ho that the youth was a long time 
before lie could tear it up; hut when his 
master pointed to a fourth, which was still 
larger and stronger, he found that, try as 
he might, it was impossible to move it.

41 Now, remember and take heed to what 
you have seen,” said the hermit. 44The bad 
habits and passions of men are just like 
these trees of the wood. When young and 
tender they tnay lie easily overcome, but let 
them onee gs:n firm root in your soul, and 
no human strength is sufficient to get rid of 
them. Watch over your heart, anil de not 
wait till your faults and passions have 
grown strong before you try to uproot 
them.”

That was the end of the story ; but, as

i me, it is mentioned that a young lady in In­
dianapolis w as married the other day to a 
Mr. Forget, but he was always for getting

I
have said, it srt Harry Day thinking, aud 
when 441 can t help it ” was rising to his 
lips he was ashamed to utter it. Su he set 
himself t > the work of mastering his temper, 
his idleness, and all that conscience told him 
was amiss. Though this is a work that is 
not done in an hour, or a day, a month, or 
even a year, it will be effected at last 
(perhaps after many failures) by prayer and 
by perseverance ; nay, it must be done 
unless we wish to become the servants and 
the slaves of sin.

GOOD HULKS.
“ Work, work, with all your might. 

Whenever work’s begun ;
Play, play, with all your might 

Whenever work is done.”

Probably one of the most trying tunes in a 
man's life is when he introduces his second 
wife, seventeen years old, to his eldest 
daughter, who is past twenty.

Somebody says that one who wrill watch a 
w oman read a newspaper will get some new 
idea of the characteristics of the gentle sex. 
She takes it up hurriedly and begins to sea» 
it over rapidly, as though she were hunting 
some particular thing; but she is not. Shu 
is merely taking in the obscure paragraphs 
which she half believes were put in out-» 
of-the-way places for the sole purpose of 
keeping her from seeing them. As she finishes 
each one her countenance brightens with 
the comforting reflection that she has out­
witted the editor and the whole race of men 

for she cherishes a belief that the news­
papers are the enemies of her sex, and edi­
tors its chief oppressors. She -never reads 
the head lines, aud the huge telegraph heads 
she never sees. She is greedy for local 
news, and devours it with the keenest relish. 
Marriages aud deaths are always interesting 
reading to her, and advertisements are ex­
citing and stimulating. She cares but little 
for printed jokes, unless they reflect ridicule 
upon the men, and then delights in them and 
never forgets them. She pays particular 
attention to anything enclosed by quotation 
marks, and considers it rather liettcr au­
thority than anything first-handed. Th-... 
columns in which the editor airs his opinions 
in leaded hifalutin she rarely reads, v iews 
are of no importance in her estimation; but 
facts arc everything. She generally reads 
the poetry. She doesn’t always care for it, 
but she makes a practice of reading it, 1k.- 
cause she thinks she ought to. She reads 
stories and sketches and paragraphs indis­
criminately, and believes every word ofc 
them. Finally, after she has read all she 
intends to, she lays the paper down with 
an air of disappointment, and a half con­
temptuous gesture, which says very plainly 
that she thinks all newspapers miserable 
failures; but is certain that if she hail a 
chance she could make the only perfect, 
newspaper the world had ever seen,

,/j


