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without fall, to the Villa Vittoria, 
here, at four o’clock to-morrow after
noon, L. P.”

Mr. B penser Churchill’s face grew
radiant

"I knew he’d do HI 1 knew it! What 
an eye for character I have! I should 
have made a good general! I know 
how to pick my men. I was confident 
Percy would do what I wanted! To
morrow! Oh, yes, I’ll be there! Bpen- 
ser, ay dear friend, you hate won the 
trick; you have—” He stopped, and a 
shade crossed his benevolent face. "I 
wish I’d made it twenty thousand, in
stead of ten,” he muttered, wistfully; 
"I might Just as well have done so— 
he would not have said anything, rnd 
she wouldn’t have missed it Why, her 
mother’s portion of settlement money 
will bring her flve-and-twenty thou
sand a year, and that will which the 
marquis is not capable of altering 
makes her the mistress of all his

Fashion. to the greeting,thee, as he
he mât 1 ______________________

“I had expected to see you before 
this, Mr. Levant Will you walk up
stairs r -

Percy Levant declined the offer.
"What I have to say will take but 

a few minutes,” he said, gravely. “We 
neither et us desire a prolonged inter
view.*

“I am at your service.” returned 
Lord Cecil, With a slight bow.

Percy Levant eyed him with a 
strange expression, scarcely that of 
resentment as of dull, heavy sadness.

"I presume, my, lord, you conceive 
that I am here to demand from, or of
fer both of us—both Of dll” he add
ed, grimly.

"! can only say that I am prepared 
to accept any proposal you may have 
to make, Mr. Levant” eaid Lord Cecil. 
"But I am obliged, in honour, to any 
this—I don’t want you to taka it as 
an apology; great heavens, no—but 
I’m bound to say that the words you 

1 heard me address to Mies Marlowe the 
other evening were uttered in com- 

1 plete ignorance that her word was 
plighted to you or any other gentle
man."

Percy Levant bowed.
“Were you in Ignorance that your 

word was plighted to another ladyT” 
he said, in a low voice. 1

Lord Cecil’s face flamed, then grew. < 
pale, and he sprang from hie lounging 1 
attitude against the mantel-shelf to an < 
upright position ; hut, with a palpable < 
effort, he restrained himself.

“That is a rebuke which I have de- < 
served and must submit to, Mr. Lev- i 
ant.” he said, grimly. "It is true that i
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CHAPTER XXXV.
•THE APPROACH OF THE SHADOW.’

The days passed in what her lady
ship declared to he a tediousness al
most insupportable. She had the best 
rooms of the best lofcl,9»ul they were 
not grand enough for her fine London 
taste ; and as tor the scenery, Lady 
Grace would have exchanged the 
whole Alpine range for a quarter of a 
mile of Hyde Park. She would have 
been happy enough if Cecil could have 
spent every minute of his time with 
her; but this Cecil could not dfl. In 
his present condition of mind the so
ciety of his engaged wife nearly drove 
him mad, and he spent most of his 
time either beside the marquis's bed 
or at the villa.

“Surely you do not Intend to play 
the part of sick nurse, my dear Cecil!” 
Lady Grace remonstrated when, on the 
third morning after their arrival, he 
told her that he could not go out rid
ing with her, because he had promised 
to sit with the marquis.

"Not exactly that, Grace,” he repli
ed, quietly. "But I am naturally anxi
ous about him and wish to be with 
him, more especially as, strange to 
say, he seems to desire my presence.”

“He must have' changed’ to- an ex-* 
traordinary extent!” she retorted, with 
something like a sneer on .'her ex
quisitely carved lips.
., Cecil nodded.

“Yes,” he assented, simply. "He has 
changed—for the better. I suppose we 
shall all feel the approach of the 
Great Shadow! Poor old man!”

She stared at him, then laughed—a 
cold laugh of amusement, almost of 
mockery.

"Really, you are the most forgiving 
of men, Cecil!”

“I’m afraid not," he said, stifling a 
sigh. "I’m sorry I can’t go with you, 
Grace.”

"Oh, I daresay you will be happier 
with the marquis!” she retorted, as 
she turnedVo the glass to arrange 
her riding-hat "I only hope and 
trust that the marquis will soon get 
better, and allow us to leave this place.
I was never in a duller hole in my 
life.”
■pThey call Peseta pretty, too,” he 
replied, absently, as hè followed her 
out and helped her to mount.

Then he lit a cigar, and was going 
across to the villa, his mind hekvy 
with thought when suddenly Percy 
Levant stopped to front of him and 
raised his hat.

Cecil’s face reddened tof- an Instant;
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“I hope so,” said Cecil, grimly. "One 
moment,” he added, hesitatingly, as 
Percy Levant turned to leave the 

Marlowe to

A SMART GOWN FOB A SLENDER 
FIGURE.

censqre! In Paris or—yes, Constan
tinople. That’s not bad: Oh, what a 
time I will have! And Cecil, dear Cecil, 
who used to sneer at .me and treat me 
as it I were an impostor ; I think, yes, 
I think, dear Cecil, I shall have the 
laugh on you this time-^you and your 
beautiful bride! For I’m afraid I shall 
feci it my duty to tell yci 
how completely you have been 
fooled. Yes, I think I must do that, 
really! To-morrow! To-morrow the 
new life begins. Hem! Well, the old 
one hasn’t been so bad! The charitable 
business has paid, it certainly has 
paid; but no more of It I’m sick of it 
and the whole cant of it I’ll

Yi

room.
Poscia?” ho asked, in a low voice.

"Miss Marlowe is in Peseta, my 
lord,” replied Percy Levant, looking 
at him steadily.

Cecil’s face grew hot.
“Will you tell her that—that I knew 

nothing of her engagement? No; tell 
her nothing!”

“I think that is far the better course, 
my lord,” said Percy Levant; and with
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myself in a proper fashion—enjoy my
self in my honestly earned wealth. 
Let me see. Ten thousand pounds, with 
what I have—ahem!—saved, together 
with, say, a thousand or two a year out 
of dear Percy—how grateful he will 
be, of course—will make a nice little 
income. Spenser, my boy,
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 
CONSPIRATORS.

Mr. Spenser Churchill has been hav
ing the very good time which a man 
might be expected to have who has 
had a magnificent palace with a host 
of obsequious servants placed at his 
disposal, and who is monarch of all 
he surveys—of another person’s pro
perty.

He enjoyed himself most amazingly. 
He went on pleasant little excursions 
to the neighbouring towns; fie order
ed the richest and most luxurious din
ners; he accepted thj best of the num
erous invitations which Lady Dee- 
pard’s
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you are a 
genius, and you ought to have been a 
general. Here’s your health and your 
future happiness!"

And, with a chuckle, he filled his 
glass till it ran over, and drained it 
at a draught.

The Italian^ are not fond of high 
houses, and the Villa Vittoria, like
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John Maunder,
Tailor and Clothier, St John’s, Nlld-

neighbours freely accorded 
him, as a friend of her ladyship, left 

Villa Rimini, andin charge of the 
wherever he went he was voted a most 
charming and agreeable companion. 
Indeed, since Percy Levant’s depar
ture no one had so completely won the 
hearts of the Florentine ladies as Mr. 
Spenser Churchill.

And do not for a moment suppose 
that the good man gave himself up to 
a carnal enjoyment without giving 
thought to his less fortunate fellow- 
men. No! The eminent and tender 
hearted philanthropist remembered 
his poor brethren, and gave such 
touching accounts of the various 
charitable societies with which he was 
connected—the Sweepe’ Orphanage,
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Tha ScboU_Mfg. Co., lasted

until the sixteenth. I have another 
request to make, which. I tear, you 
wlH deem p* strange as those which 
have preceded it" !

i "Go ob!” said Cedi, knitting his 
brows. :

"I shall he glad it your lordship'will 
permit me t» call at the Villa Vittoria 
Lord Steyle’s residence, at four o’clock 
on the i&teentiL I shall have an ex-, 
planation to make which you may con
sider an ample «reuse for accepting 
an y challenge I may offer.”

Cecil, after a momenta perplexed 
consideration, turned to him.

That Is where we shine.
Good Goods well made, mod- 

erately priced, and honest effort 
made to deliver on time. Expert 
accounting and satisfactory set
tlements of all claims.

The biggest clothing manu
facturing organization in New- 
foundland backs up its claim 
for Superior Service.

WHOLESALE ONLY*TOOTON’S, The London Director*The Kodak Store, 
820 WATER STREET.

-PLM.0H,'» |

yrw

gaggse

ES»!

> <s•

t A >' A- >' A >- A >- >' A' >' "A> -a: 'A'-T-À>'vA''r'A' ■ 'As ’ 'A' ’'A' ''A''

♦ a a ♦.

Ï t E?
■éérmhéhémmmm

MBynKUppi
' ' HH


