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terby, with warmth. MTE would be
robbing you to take such achet.”’

“'0h, rob. away ! retorfed Clar-
ence Hedway, lightly. *'I make a lit-
tlé money in my paper-staining bus-
jness, and the loss of fifty pounds
wanld . not mean pankruptey to me.
Come, 1. will tempt you by befting
that what I predict will happen be-
fore I start for America again  next
week.”’ 2 i

upone* " said the author, quickly .
“Remember you have only yourself
to blame for this.”

“Or to congratulate!"

And so the bet was made in due
form.

The rest of the voyage passed
 pleasantly for the two men‘in con-
stant exchanges of knowledge and
confidences. It must “be admitted,
however, that Tapton Flutterby
parted with more of both than did
his companion. The author's nature
Wwas the more communicative..

“yonr enemies are waiting for you
40 land, 1 see,”’ remarked Clarence,
Hedway to the author as the vessel
drew alongside the dock wall at
Southampton.

“What do you mean ?”
ton Flutterby.

“Why, the interviewers are muster-
¢d, or 'm a Dutciman,’’ Hedway re-
plied. ““That knot of men on the |
quayside bears the fleet street stamp |
or 1 know nothing like so ' much of |
London as 1 pride myself 1 do.”

1 believe you are right,” said the
author; turning pale with vexal,ium‘
‘sflow on earth am T to avoid them ?
1 dodged the New Work interviewers |
by locking myself in my statemom‘
_hours hefore the ship started, but 1
can't stay on board hours after she |
lands. Confound the' interviewers !’

“Right ! ~ Let us confound them. |
Where do you put up when you get |

“rapport. Pre-

itted into purely

‘apton Flutterby

exteht and var-

ompahion’s reading, but

‘ , Bnd that it stopped

short of yresent generation of

¢ | writers. Even their names appeared
.| ynknown Yo him.~ - ;

o] figure it out in this way, Mr.

| Plutterhy,” esplained his fellow-voy-

ager. ‘“Although I do a good deal of

| reading, there are so many hurdreds,

' jusands, of acknowledged class-

substance for the

neg,ecting them in favor

ving authors, who

“hand their names

rby admitted that

ing  in; this argu-

vowed his gratifica-

“not umiversally

asked Tap-

uh- | ence Hedway he found a truly con-
genial _spirit—one who could listen
entively and —inteiligently, and
who limited his owh-share in the |
conversation to throwing out sugges- |
tions as to pegs on which his' com-
‘vould hang" fresh discourses.
afraid 1 bore you with my
y Flutterby said on

't town ?"

“At the Hotel Cecil.”

“And you mean to reserve a com- |
partment  to ‘yourself in the ' train |
from Southampton, 1 think you
said 7"’ .

“Yes." G

“Very well, then, the thing is quite |
simple. We will change names for an 2
hour or two. You, the rich but un-|

|

your luggage, see it past the customs |
people and go on into your reserved
compartment. Then I, the great Tap- i

iving o;u@l;nrs o
lied ‘Cht'ence

"

if you turn gage, and of course gather ‘all the
g -writers it mhust’
be a ease of master and pupil be- :
: - % expect | the unreserved compartment in
gt B S B et That will not

; - B | which 1 shall travel.
e 1o have any ‘views of my own to |
i e f 5 © |matter in the least. I have no root-

viewers, and they will be welcome to
all they cam get out of me. On reach-
ing Waterloo, you drive with the Jug-
gage to my hotel, the Metropole, and
then take yoursell on to the Cecil,
while 1 drive your luggage to the
Cecil; and then betake myself to the
Metropole. We thereupon resume our
own . pames;” and all ends happily,
with the interviewers neatly dished.
I shall quite enjoy carrying out the

little plot. How does it strike you?”’

ity of mod-J
of his
In a

“Not #t all generous. Or if Yed
st it is, when it isn't, re-
mem
for.y u(f admirable lessons in modern
litergtyre.  Allons, then. Here we
lgngside. You lead the way, Mr.
Hedpiy."
: 5 plot worked admrirably, favor-
" ; the close general resemblance
. Ny &hg;:":cn:: of two men. As Clarence Hed-
o i SOl {wdy/ had expected, the waiting jour-
read -extracts from, i{is"‘iﬂjch!‘ themselves. o him,
some of them traveled with him
the same compartment to London,
fully under the impression that they
had Tapton Flutterby at bay. Toeir
wiles, however, were of but little
avail. The great author appeared
: the. deal to.their entreaties, literally as|
P e : on | Well as metaphorically. - All  they |
f&&w!“{. Jast five could get out of Aim, after super—é
W“‘ a single human shouting, was the repeat‘ed‘i
B assurance that they would see all|
they wanted to know sgon in the
New York Daily Boom. Beyond im-
parting this precious piece of infor-
mation, which, of course, only exas-

pupil at the
and interest-
“ Jecture on

ey
- No,

m m‘ Fhca 33 al
UBut at least you give the world |,
of your views in magazine

Properly
might be

| by,

i England.

‘Daily Boom,
new to you. known Mr. Hedway, land first wit.h“
i

Shrow | tresh | to0 Flutterby, Tollow with my lug-

1;:sir 9 thundered Tapton Flutterby.
interviewers about me. Some of them | “With pleasure, if it is a reason-
will no doubt accompany me to town |able one.”

ed objectiop to the presence of inter- |

“Exce’lent, and very generoy # or'| Flviderby.

that 1 am your debtor still |

- -
any light on these newspaper stor-
jes 7 Read This one first.” ;
Clarence Hedway took the London
morning paper that was thrust into
his hand, and read the marked re-
port. It told of the landing of Mr.
Tapton Flutterby, the distinguished
anthor, at Southampton on the pre-
vious’ day, and of how he d jour-

neyed to London in an ordinary car-}

riage, and not in a reserved com-y
partment, as had been expected.
‘Phe great novelist was as taciturn
as usual in his bearing toward the
representatives of the press,’’ the re-
port went on, “‘and .was suffering
from real or assumed deafness. He
declined to answer any questions but
advised the interviewers to kéep an
eye on The New York Daily Boom.
The meaning of this advice is under-
stood g be that an exterprising re-
presentative of the journal named
had obtained an exclusive interview
with Mr. Flutterby.” 7

Clarence Hedway looked up from
the reading of this paragraph with
an amused smile. :

40h, yes, you will say, perhaps,
that this idea about ‘The Daiiy Boom
was part of your fun witih the inter-
viewers," burst out Tapton Flutter-
with more than a suspicion of
wrath in his voice. “But now read
this, and then explain the two things
together if you can.” ¢

“This” was an evening paper, in
which a New York telegram was
marked. In this despatch the vigilant
Reuter told how The Daily Boom at
that morning had published a cable-
gram from its special correspondent
in London, giving the substance of
an interview he had with Tapton
Flutterby op the author's retury to
The interview related to
modern literature, and the novelist
had indicated what he considered to
be his own place among the contem-
porary writers. What he had said on
this point was given in summarized
form, and a full report of the inter-
view was promised by the next mail.
The successful enterprise of The
added Reuter, in thus
securing what was, if authentic, the
first actual interview with the great
writer for some five years past, bad
created quite a sensation in journal-
istic circles. i

Clarence Hedway looked up again,
still smiling. :

“Will you answer me one’question,

jn the® course o1 pur few days h—,f\cfnut’ract,ﬁ""rhank yoti..
gether on shipboard. The mill .for" éver 8o much more

the States leaves tomorrow. I have Was before, besides fias
brought -the ‘copy’ ‘of the interview vantage of beéing auf]

‘in my pocketintdnding to submit it new . with your permission:
for your inspection on one condition. 'gofng.” .

make terms. For that 1 am sorry. asked Tapton Flutterby, j
The copy must be posted tomorrow,: ““Oh, never mind abc;ut t
and so it will go as it is. 1 will not ‘can wait.”' ‘
infifet my company upon you at din- ~“What on earth do you&M
ner ; that would Be a sorry farce. !What can wait™?" 3
(100d evening, Mr. Flutterby."’ “Why, that little matter of

And Clarence Fledway took up histy-pound bet. You can'm f
hat to go. appear in print first, if Fon

“Stop.! Stop ! Mr. Hedway;' said isend the cheek on to mé at
Tapton Flutterby, with renewed agi-'| Boom office, New York,"
tation. “If you arc prepared to let| “‘Well, ’'m —!” For the
me see the copy and revise it, thatitime that evening Tapton
alters the situation very materially. inearly committed himself. o
Will you name your conditions b Lt —1 had forgoften all about it

«The tondition is that if you strike |of course, I have lost it "
out any of the copy you shall intro-| He insisted on making ouf a
duce fresh matter equivalent in bulk, | there and then, and k‘,m
and shall empower me to say in the | Clarence Hedway‘zé* acceptanes
introduction that the interview is am} ‘‘Good-bye,’’ said the
anthorized one.’’ ‘“‘Look me up when next you

Tapton Flutterby pondered a mo-; London, but if ever you ¥
ment or two  lterview, mind you _don's

“You are a hard bargainer, Mg, {me!"

Hedway,’’ he said, at last, !‘but — “Good-bye,’’ -~ returned
there, 1 accept your offer and the |Hedway, laughingly. “A
condition attached to it. Come in te { WAy, if you should ever
dintier, man, and wé will go through |dodge the interviewers
the copy afterwards. Hang me, put | you don’t—"' h

1 adiire your straightforward busi< “What 7"’

ness capacity . almost as much as| ‘‘Come to me 1 —Walt
your truly Yankee impudence!’’ ia Toronto Globe

Ii was a cheerful little dinner par-
ty .of two, after all. Under the gen-
jal influence of —the champagne the
author took a more generous view of
the situation, and quite renewed-the
familiar fhanner he had assumed to-
wards the joyrnalist on the
pver.

“Thank vou !”’ said Clarence Hed-
way, with real gratitude, when they
had spent an hour over his MS. to-
gether, and Tapton Flutterby had
made sundry emendations, followed
by addifions to match, according to

The authorities of Ax
recently sentenced to two
prisonment a man wh
threw away a lighted g
forést near that city;
voyage damage was caused by th

Salt fish are more quickly
and are improved in fla
ing in sour milk instead Iy

Accidents in factories are
be much more frequent in
ther than in good.

| “‘Were you the sender of that
| sage to The Daily Boom ?”
| N1 was.”
HWell, I'm ——!
jeapth are you, Sir : L

“(larence Hedway of New York,
paper-stainer—that is to say, inter-
viewer for The Daily Boom.”
| ‘‘Upon my word, sir, you are cool,
‘1even for an American journalist. And
you have dared to look me in the
| face—to accept my invitation to din-
|ner—after abusing my confidenge in
|this way ! Pray, sir, do you call
| yourself a gentleman, sir 7 :
| “1 will answer you seriatum, Mr.
1 see no reason why I
| should ngt dare .to look you in. the
{face, fof T am conscious ol no ter-
| rible byeach of confidence. You told
me yoprself that it was not the in-
| terviefy you objected to so much as
{the aferage interviéwer. As/to your
| confiflences, you will do me/ the jus-
‘lticc perhaps, to recall the fact that
lit was not I who invited them, but
] who ~ bestowed them unasked.
{Was T not justified in/ assuming,
it,h brefore, that my personality was
| ngt distasteful to you, and that in
Tepnseguence -your ohjee&i/an to  being
'{i‘ terviewed did not ap,bly' in - this
{¢ase.’’ |
| “Bat the subject-mafter, sir—the
| subjest matter ! Was it right and
honorable to draw me out on such a
| question as the relative literary n'er-
its of my contemporaries and mysel
without any warning that you meant
to print what I said ?"

“Excuse me, Mr. Flutterby, il 1
take exception to the imputation

mes-

Then who on
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that I ‘drew’ you on the subject. |8
You volunteered your views, and nat- |
urally I was glad to listen to them.
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perated his tormentors, the great | As to whether T ought to print them
man*-would - be neither cajoled nor gin full without your coasent, I con-
theatensd. ifess that I have had wy gualms. You

hecause 1 ! : s {will notice that all I have done so [ 28
gf’un average| ‘‘Well,  Mr. Piubterhy,” said the | 0 record in my cablegram | &

B saemocine :::: S'::::-\l”:;:;.:.,:: a:“lﬁ‘::f:!your own estimate of your literary |8

x arrival with the luggage at the Hotel worth—an estimate which does credit

Meiropole ; mhat ia 16 ks to be an | nore | modesty, inasmuch as it falls | )

author pestered by interviewers, eh?”’ short of the verdict of the whole | i}
& - e 1 #4° | English-speaking race."

“Oh; jolly ! And how do yop find | ‘“Then am I to understand,’ asked |

Unalaska and Western Alaska

Q economy
S be tankiully |

€ s not an un-
W ‘of impudence and

‘{8 therefore a man |the privacy of Mr. Hedway, the pa-|
avoid him.'' per-stainer, when he travels ?”

clever man,” | "Jolly, indeed ! Well, thank yol |

welever, 1|very much for your services. Comeé

_{and dine with me tomorrow at the

({Cecil, I shall expect you without

NL:I 4

by o “Thanks, 1 will come."

M  the| Clarence Hedway kept his. word,

: ut his w the Hotel Cecil

“was not of the

had two hews-

Tapton Flutterby, in a somewhat
mollified tone, ‘‘that you are prepar-
ed to withhold the full report of the
so-called imteryiew from publica-
tion 7" 7 ;

“Not quite that,” answered the
journalist. ‘I owe a duty to my ed-
itor,
me to send me at some expense on a
mission from which so many distin-
guished interviewers have teturned
bafigd. But I came here this evening
prepared to do for- you, My: Flutter-
by, what I would have done for no
one else. I have conceived g real ve-
spect—you wquld ‘perhaps object ' to

my. use of the word ‘liking’—for you

whe had confidence enough in

&

i
¥ »
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for Sltka, Yakutat, Nutchels, ‘Orca, Ft. A€
Valdes, Resurrection, Homer, Seldo :
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Point, ofsky, Unasaska, Dutch Harbor,
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