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THE -NEW GOVERNMENT HOUSE
SCAND.

The Miner predicts that the McBride
administration will find ftself utterly
discredited and probably dismissed
frem office if the Oppositien will press
for a thorough investigation of the
mew government house scandal.

The arbitrators appointed to adju-
dicate upon the differences between
the contractors and the lands and
works department have made their
award, which is in the possession of
the government, but the evidence on
which it is based is in escrow until the
®overnment pays the fees of the arbi-
tration. The case was really the con-
tractors versus the architect, but tech-
nically it was the contractors against
the government. In a large measare
the contracters proved their case and
the costs have been assessed against
the government. Apparently the gov-
ernment does not wish to pay the
costs. At any rate they 'are not paid
to date. As a coast exchange remarks:
“The government is now in poasession
of an award, which is unpleasant and
is mot in possession of the evidence on
whichk it is based. The award is there,
the evidence is there. Where is the
government? The government has
submitted to an arbitration which is
equivalent to granting a Petition of
Right. The government has been cast
ia the suit. Why does it not pay up,
unless—unless it wants to screen some-
body or something? What is behind
all this business? There is something
behind 1t. Let the Opposition in the
house drag it out to the light of day.
That is what the Opposition is there
for. The government will place itself
in a bad position if it tries a policy
of smothering the truth or screening
individuals implicated by the finding
in. jobbery.”

The gist of the award is known. The
more important facts brought out in
evidence are also available, The Op-
position can kill two birds with one
#tone. It can insist upon an immedi-
ate investigation of the workings of
the lands and works department and
at-the same time run this latest scan-
dal to earth. There must be no minc-
ing of matters. The rascals must be
exposed and turned out of office.

For upwards of a year The Miner
has: made repeated demands for a
thorough investigation of the lands
and works department. ‘We now rei-
terate the assertion that the rottenness
of this branch of the public service
is known throughout the length and
breadth of British Columbia. The
placc reeks with corruption . and
slothfulness, There are plenty of
honerable men to be found to fully
substantiate all that The Miner has had
0. say in this connection. Why, then,
not investigate?

_—
THE SOPHIE MOUNTAIN ROAD.

The McBride government seems de-
termined to ignore the demands of
Roesland and Trail-Ymir districts for
& ‘wWagon road from Rossland to Sophie
mountain. The proposed thoroughfare
would cost from $15,000 to $20,000 and
upon completion would open up a dis-
trict : containing an enormous amount
of mineral wealth. There are at least
& dozen partially developed properties
along the proposed route which have
all the earmarks of great mines. The
owners of these promising showings
only await the introduction of better
transportation facilities to immedi-
ately commence development work]
On an extensive scale. One company
is prepared to spend $26,000 this year
if the government would only provide
2 wagon road over which to haul heavy
muhlqery. It is conservatively esti-
mated by these people that were this
done, they would be on a dividend-
paying basis before the end of zihe
year. .There are quite a number of
other companies ready to do the same
oa a somewhat smaller scale, but the
aggregate of money wailting 18 . very
considerable.

The Miner has been particularly
sealous In this matter for nearly a
year. Through the efforts of this jour-
nal it was brought to the attention of
the Rossland board of trade, but
owing to the discouraging obstructions
and objections deliberately raised by
Mr. MacNelll, the president, the ques-

Wright, the legisiative mémbers re-
spectfully for Rossland and Trafl-Ymir.
tively for Rossland and Trail-Ymir.
need for the wagon road and promised
their best endeavors to secure an ade-
quate appropriation. Their represen-
tations have, however, been shame-
fully ignored.

Considering that Smith Curtls ac-
tually succeeded in getting an appro-
priation of $12,000 for preliminary work
on this very road last year, it {8 noth-
ing short of outrageous that the pres-
ent administration should prevent its
being available this year simply be-
cause it was not used last summer.

It is to be hoped that Messra. Mac-
donald and Wright will make a stren-
uous effort to have provision made for
this appropriation in the supplemen-
tary estimates.

e ——

ONE SOURCE OF WEALTH.
—_—

Scanning the columns of the Mining
Journal of London one better compre-
hends where so large a proportion of
the wealth of the people of Great Brit-
ain comes from.

In its issue of December 19, 1903, that
Journal prints a list of 38 mining com-
ranies announcing dividends. = Thase
range from 3d. (6 cents) a share up to
10s. ($2.50) a share. In some cases the
amount of dividend is P
ed by percentage on the capital, run-
ning as high as 30 per cemnt.

The list further shows that the prop-
erties of these companies are all over
the world, in Asia, Africa, the two Am-
ericas, Europe and Australia. They
are all British- companies, that is to
say are operated under British incor-
porations, in accordance with British
methods, and the shares in them are
mainly held by ‘British peopis. - Britons
are not gamblers, not, at least, in the
sense of rashly risking in any enter-
prise their capital. Their investments
are chiefly from their incomes; if the
venture proves a losing one their capi-
tal remains unimpeired, <c¢ontinuing
to provide them with an income.

e

THE LE ROI AND CONCEN-
TRATTON.

The - Miner presents to. its .readers
this morning a statement of facts and
figures concerning the adaptability of
Le Roi ores to concentration. We have
exercised care in compiling the data
contained therein, and the estimates
are all made on a conservative basis.
The deductions arrived at are well
within the mark.

‘While realizing fully that the instal-
lation of an effective and economical
concentration system on a large scale
would involve the outlay of a consid-
erable sum of money; it would seem
that circumstances fully justify the
step. Not only is there an enormous
tonnage of ore lying on the dumps
directly available for -profitable con-
centration, but the run of the mine,
which has been occasionally treated
at a loss, might also benefit greatly if
milled before sent to tHe smelter.

The Miner does not presume to of-
fer advice in this connection to Mr.
Parrish, the general -manager of the
Le Roi. That gentleman is fully alive
to all the possibilities and advantages
of milling. He is, we believe, making
a thorough investigation of the situa-
tion and may be expected to do what-
ever Is necessary without a moment’s
unnecessary delay; but he is not the
kind of man to make mistakes. ‘When,
therefore, Mr. Parrish finally decides
to issue a statement or ingugurate some
change, it is safe to say that there
will be no room for doubt as to the
successful outcome of the undertaking.
All that The Miner is alming at is to
maintain its reputation for plainly
setting forth the needs and prospects
of the camp with a view to increasing
the prosperity of its inhabitants.

Eaa— — — Y

THE BOARD OF TRADE AND
POLITICS.
—

A. H. MacNeill, president of the Ross-
land board of. trade &nd the Rossland
Conservative Assoclation, has inform-
ed the board of trade that the Mc-
Bride government will appoint a com-
mission on taxation and that the board
can make strong representations to
this commission when its sittings com-
mence. This is certainly a case of
locking the stable door after the horse
is stolen.

It will be remembered that when the
Secretary of the Victoria board of
trade wired Mr. MacNeill, asking him
t)y call a meeting of the Rossland board
of trade to protest against the passage
of the iniquitous Assessment Act, Mr.
MacNelll, although he had the tele-
gram in ample time to call either a
special general meeting of the board
or a special meeting of its council, de-
liberately failed to do so. His conduct
in this instance certainly smacked of
partisanship, and the placing of party
prestige before the stern requirements
of the country, which in this case in-
cluded the truly pitiful plight of every
business man in Rossland, is scarcely
the conduct desired om the part of a
Diesident of a board of trade.

The community owes Mr. MaeNeill
no thanks or gratitude for his attl-
tude in this matter. Neither 1is his
tame announcement about the- sittings
of a taxation commission likely %o in-
spire the general public with any deep
belief that he is offering anything but
a cheap bunch of hot air,

e e
U. 8. PRESIDENCY.
—

The Massachusetts Democrats de-

spairing of getting Grover Cleveland

tion was dropped in that direction and
taken up with Messrs, Macdonald and

confidential friend, Richard Olney, who
has been In' front of the Cleveland
movement. ever since Mr. Cleveland’s
definite retirement. That the west,
which is reported to hate Mr. Cleve-
land as cordially as his followers in
the east worship him, will liks Mr,
Olney any better is not plain. Mr.
Olney has the iderabl

daiuon of being best remembered as
the author of the tail-twisting war dis-
patch to Britain on the Venezuela
question. But while Massachusetts
proposes Mr. Olney, Judge Parker
looms large in New York, the empire
state, and Senator Gorman appears to
hold the solid south. There seems,
however, to be little use in choosing
respectable candidates so long as the
riff-raff of the east is linked with the
faddists of the west in the strange
combination between the godly Bryan
and the yellow-tarnished Hearst to
rule or wreck the party. Absurd as
the pretensions of Mr. Hearst to lead-
ership may appear, his infamous
newspapers in New York, Chicago and
San Francisco are a ruling force among
the numerous baser sort. This Bryan-
tearst faction is not likely to accept
the lead of any of the champions nam-
ed, so that the probability seems to be
that unless times change for.the worse
the Republicans, whether ruled by the
trusts or at issue with tham, will have
another term of office. In good times
people are never anxious for a change.

THE WINTER CARNIVAL.

Plans are now fully launched for
Rossland’s Seventh Grand Mid-Winter
carnival, and the indications are that
it will equal, if not excell, anything of
the kind ever held in the Golden City.
It is too early for The Miner to be able
to announce all the many interesting
features that will be arranged for the
great event this winter, but it is a cer-
tainty that there will be many new
ones added to the long lst of estab-
lished sports and amusements. With
the prizes for several of the contests
gv the championship of Canada, while
associated with others is the champion-
ship of British Columbia. The winners
of the hockey finals will also gain the
proud distinction of being champions
of Western Canada. There will be lots
t> see.and do In other respects. The
jolly snowshoers and the merry tobog-
ganists will provide rare fun for visi-
fors. Good, honest, wholesome sport
will be the order of the day coupled
with general merrymaking in the brac-
ing, invigorating, health-promoting
sunlit hills hereabouts. Rosslanders
may be relied on to be as hospitable
as ever, and there will be a general
geod time to which everybody is cor-
dially invited.

————ra————

THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS.

One_of the leading demends in the
“immediate program” of German So-
clalism is the very reasonable one of
freedom of the press, and the final re-
sponsibility of proprietor or editor for
whatever appears in public journals.
The Socialists despise the pettiness of
ferreting out the unknown men who
put into form what the editor desires
to print and clapping them in jail. They
insist_ upon the right of any journalist
t> print whatever he pleases so0 that
it is not indecent or libelous and does
not give aid to the public enemy in
time of war, the editor or proprietor
being solely responsible for whatever
appears. If Soclalism demanded no
more than this, we would all be Social-
ists in this country, and the fact that
German Social Democrats are at pres-
ent fighting for Iiffle more than what
Canadians consider elementary rights
accounts. for the rapid growth of that
party in Germany.

Muzzling the press doss not pay.
It is much better for soclety to let
even sensational journalism alone un-
til it becomes uttterly discredited by
its excesses than to give those respon-
sible for it a chance to pose before the
urnthinking as martyrs in the cause of
free speech. Those who have unlimited
liberty to rant will seldom take the
trcuble to conspire, but nothing so
surely turns cranks into conspirators
as to cut off their chance for notori-
ety. Patriotism and a regard for the
decencies of life should, and usually
will, prevent open dispespect to the
chief magistrate of a nation, whether
hereditary or elected, for he 1s the
representative of all, but it is more
than doubtful whether the German
emperor adds stability to the monarchy
or gains in the respect of the people
by his relentless hunt for those guilty
of “lese majesty.” A safety valve is a
mcest valuable appliance on an over-
strained boiler, ‘and a free press is a
safety valve. Doubtless the uproar
of the escaping steam is often disa-
greeable, but it is a pretty fair assur-
ance that there is no danger.. The
louder the newsboy yells the more cer-
tain it is that there is nothing doing
in his trade. On the contrary, the con-
spirator is silent. The character of a
free press is determined by’ the char-
acter of the community which it ser-
ves, because if the people do not like
it they won’t buy it, and that is the
end of it. If it is a bad community
the press will be bad, but upon the
whole, it is desirable that such bad-
ness be permitted to advertise itself.
Then decency knows what it has to
deal with. At amy rate, the prohibi-
tion of the free expression of political
or social opinion is rank folly. The
majority of the German people doubt-
lesg think so, and in reply to a recent
Interpellation in the reichstag the

mrinistry “announced that it was pre-

into the presidential fleld have nomi-|Pared to propose some relaxation of

nated Mr. Cleveland’s lieutenant and
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THE VICTORIA SCANDAL.
e

The Miner-is not surprised, as. & mat-
ser -of fact we prophesied it, thsAt a
special ittee of the ure
has been appointed to make & thor-
ovgh investigation of the elrcumstan-
ces surrounding the government house
contract. There esa be litle doubt
but that the eorruptionists of the lands
and works department have beea “do-

ing things” as usual; but evem if it

"should transpire that mo partieular

party or parties ean. be sucesssfully
h 4 with mal the publie
will have in this eommission an ex-

j
cellent ofportunity to probe & mum-,

ber of scandals that have originated
()

|
it that branch of the govermment I\I
is to be sincerely hoped ' thats the

|
verlook this. The
legislature will not o | Py

Miner's dispatch eoneerning nn ap-
pointment of the eommissien did mot
state the extent of its powers and du-
ties, and it may be that the investi-
gation of the government house inef-
dent is the only feature.authorized. If
g0, it is umfortunate. There is, how-
ever, still time tQ remedy the over-

ter has been inoreased proportionately.

Never before in the history of world’s
fairs has & board of exposition man-
agers had such & vast amowat of eap-

s
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was sure if the matter were brought
to the attention of the government
a change would be made.

“‘Mr. McKenzie pointed out how ab-

ital at its disposal. The has|

lutely it was for a man

been intelligently expended. Every-
thing about the exposition grounds ex-
eept some of the landseape effects has
been practically fimished. Although it
is yet nmearly four momnths from the
da‘e aof the 4 fts from

doing business to pay the tax. It took
all he could make and more.

“J. R. Seymour said the discussion
which followed the introduction of the
act had Opened the eyes of the gov-

er

abroad are being delivared om the
ground and arranged im their assign-
ed plaeces. The wealth represemted in

the exposition will be unpreeedentsd.
Sinee the Columbian Hxposition of

185 the manufactured prod of

t, and a was to be
appointed to amend the defects. What
should be done was to have these de-
fects pointed out when the inquiry
was being made.”

Finally the following resolution was

some of the leading countries of the
world have practically jncreased 50
per cent In value. All mations are
vying with- one:another as to which
The
Orl 18 are part rly active. China
is preparing to make a greater showing
of its productions tham it has made
at any previous world’s fair. The wis-
dom of postponing the opening of the
fair for ome year is now proved be-
yond reasonable doubt, for, instead of
an unfinished ecreation, which would

sight, if necessary. I is the
tionable duty of the Opposition to in-
sist upon the purging of all rascality
from the lands and works department
before the adjourmment of the house.
sl

DEMAGOGUES ALL.

A dispateh from Vietoria says:
“Hawthornthwaite was unsuceessful
in his effort to secure am eight-hour
day for engimeerms.”

Why?

Does not the MoBride administration
exist oty by virtae ef the support
of the Bocialists, who are led by Haw-
thornthwaite? Certainly. Without
Hawthornthwaite’s permission the Mo-
Bride govermment ocould not exist M
hours.

If Hawthornthwaite were mot =
wietched, ranting, humbug, a politi-
cal fraud and a fakir, he would have
insisted upon the passage of an eight-
hour law for engimeers and COM-
PELLED McBride to, wsupport Lhe
measure. Hverybody who knows Dick
McBride kmows also that he would
certainly have swung his 20 Conser-
vatives to Hawthornthwaite's ecall if
Hawthornthwaite had but demanded it.

What further preof is meeded to
show that both the Soeialists and the
McBrld:ltn are nothing but an aggre-
gation f‘bh.u.nt demagogues of un-
sur insinceri and 4

lolty ?

e
THE DUTY OF THH BULLBT.

It lacks one year of being a cemtury
ago that Admiral Nelsom hoisted the
famous signal, “Hngland expeects that
every man will do his duty.” That was
at the beginning of the battie aff Cape
Trafalgar whem Nelson eneountered
the combined French amd BSpanish
fleots. I} was a famous battle; it was
a famous victory. Neison died om
board the Vietoria during the progress
@ the fight.

Recently Prince Henry of Prussia
reviewed the German troops who are
about to depart for the “war” im South-
west Africa. In exhorting the men to
be faithful to the flag Prinee Henry
paraphrased Nelson’'s immortal words
by saying, “Germany expects every
bullet to do its duty.”

Prince Henry was perbaps wumecon-
sciously saresstie. It i» no longer ihe
men that do the fighting—it is the bul-
lets. When Neison holsted his imaspir-
ing signal the British sallors wers go-
ny into battle with their eguals. It
was to be a gigantie struggle of ship
against ship, gun agalnst FUm, man
against man. The German troops are
going to Bouthwest Afries te turm
loose & few maehine gums and slaugh-
ter a fow hundred maked negroes,
armed with spears—natives whose only
offense is that they ecammed readily
forget that they omes ware fres. What
inspiration for heroism & there in such
& war?

A% the great battle of Wwafalgar
Lord Neisen showed Nmglishmem the
way to duty and lost his life. Prince
Honry, who expects the bullets to do
their duty, remains in Germeng, sev-
oral thousand miles from the seeme of
combes. s

The German soldiers are undoubtediy
a5 brave as any soldiers om earth.
But there #s no ineemtive # herole
deeds in this proposed slaughter of the
blacks with machine gums. There was
glory at Trefalgar, where man fowght
against man for the honor of nations.
What glory can there be im Southwost
dfrica where the Maxim fights the
spear? =¥

—rre————

MAGNITUDE OF THE ST. LOUIS

_FAIR.

‘When the well matured plans of the
managers of the St. Louls HExposition
were first made publie most people
wondered where they expected to get
exhibits to fill the vast buildings to
be ereeted. These bulldings are mew
all finished. They are many times lar-
ger than any other group of world’s
fair buildings ever erectad, but the
demand for space, whieh has ecome
from every quarter, is far in exeess of
their capacity. Inner courts have been
roofed over to increass the area for
exhibits, and yet is sald if the bulld-
ings were three times their present
size they could easily be filled

The magnitude of the Louisiana
Purehase Hxposition will be better an-
dorstood by the gemeral reader, how-
ever, when it is stated that the ground
occupled by it is mearly double the
area of that of the Columbian Eixposi-
tion at Chicago. The fair grounds at

the latter city eovered 638 acres; thoeei
at 8t. Louls embrace an area of 1240

acres. Hverything else abeut the lat-

have been the result of opening an en-
terprise of such enprmous magnitude
last year, it will be finished in all its
details long -before the gates are open-
ed for visitors.
RIS S
THE LILLOOET CASH.
O ———

A. McDonald, the member of the
legislature for Lillooet, has by his own
confession violated the Independence

of parliament aot by aceepting pay as|

a road boss sub to his electto

unani

d wously, on - metion of
Messrs. McMillan and Buscombe:
“Resolved that this board comstders
tiat the provisions adopted or con-
firmed in the present assessment act
will tend to hamper trade;
“Resolved that this board would urge
upon the government to appoint a
commission, not of an official or poli-
tical character, to report upon the pre-
sent assessment act, and to make such
recommendations - as may seem advis-
able; that in case it be found by the
commission that the taxes levied un-
der the existing act are unfair as ap-
plicable to any particular business, in-
dividual or firm, the surcharge so
levied shall be at once remitted.”
Whken strong Conservatives like
Messrs. Buscombe and Seymour tacitly
condemn the measure it would surely

impartial -people.
e 1

SPREAD THE KNOWLEDGE®

—————
If ‘the d

’

His explanation is that he did so on
the advice of the government agent,

whko thought there would be -no objec-|

tion so long as Mr. McDonald had not
taken the oeth. Both Mr. McDonald
and the government agent must bave
had rather hazy ideas as to the status
of & member if they believed that the
taking of the oath had anything to
do with the matter. It is evident that
Mr. McDonald, being at the time-in
the employ of the government asg road
boss—which fact is attested by his
afterwards receiving pay—was not
qualified. as a candidate. He . siates
himself .that “although he continued to
discharge his duties as road boss for
the next two months he did not accept
pay for it.” He. did, however, accept

of The Minar will en-
deavor to secure the publication of Ge
real faets.in conneetion with the prew-
ent. status of mining o the Ressland
camp much good ean be secamplished

Once Canadians are Informed jthat
by means of concentration, pow suc-
cessfully applied here, milling orss ear-
rying over $5.50 per ton will realize a
profit, their viewpoint In respest to
Rossland mines must be revolutionized.
Thousands of Canadians hold shares
in. Rossland mines and regard them as
valueless. Candor compels the confes-
sion that in' some Ingtances these cer-
tificates are worth mo more than the
paper they are printed wpoh. In wcores
of cases, however, the companies m-
suing the shares really possess mines
baving merit, and ¥ funds were forth-

pay for the twelve days of Sep
subsequent to his election. Now mark
the trickery of the government in con-
nection with this matter. The. plain
anu honorable course-for Mr. McDon-
ald ‘s to resign and go back to his
constituency for re-election in order
t» rehabilitate himself. No person
weuld want to see him punished as the
act provides for an unintentional’ vio-
lation of the law, but his resignation
is clearly called for. Instead of taking
the ordinary and legal course, however,
the government seeks to come to his
rescue with a bill to “remove doubt
as to the validity of his election.”
Which means that the government is
afraid to tést the feeling of Lillooet by
a bye-election, seeing the very strong
probability of a defeat there and its
own -consequent overthrow. It there-
fore seeks to keep Mr. McDonald in
his seat by a crooked device, trusting
to the complaisance of its regular sup-
porters and the Socialist dictators. The
premier has no doubt received assur-
ance from the latter that they will ap-
prove this barefaced attack on the
constitution in order that they may
perpetuate their own power. Manifestly
it McBride and his colleagues had any
confidence in their own strength they
would advise Mr. McDonald to resign
and ask for re-election. Their present
action is the best possible proof of their
conviction that they are utterly dis-
credited before the country.

A FAULTY ACT.
—

The provincial government’s new
assessment act has been wounded in
the house of its friends, that is to say
in Vancouver. At a recent meeting of
the board of trade of that city the
measure was.severely condemned, and
even good friends of the government
could do nothing better than offer
some faint apologies. An extract from
the discussion will' show how. the. mer-
chants of the coast view ‘the act:

“W. J. McMillan stated that any one
familiar with the act knew that its
provisions were manifestly unfair. It
classified all lines of business differ-
ently, and taxed the merchant on his
investment, on what he owed and
what was owed him. -1t was a double
assessment on' the same thing. He
moved that the action of the Victoria
board be endorsed.

“Mr. Buscombe said it was the in-
tention of the gover t to a i
a commission, and if a reselution were
passed it would only make it more
imperative. It was not claimed by the
government that the ‘new assessment
act was without fault, and the cx-
cuse for it was that revenue was need-
ed. If a were a inted
the matter would be gone into fully.

“President Lockyer said. that if the
old act had been-enforced the new act
wculd not have been necessary. As it
was, the measure had been rushed
through, and it should be materially
changed. If carried out as it is, some
merchants in Vancouver would cer-
tainly be crippled. Under the act east-
ern firms doing business through
brokers here escaped. It was well
known they had warehouses full of
goods in this city, and the man who
lived here and did business was tax-
ed, while the others escaped. It was

simply outrageous, and meant that it
was better to do business from the
outside. It was no encouragement for
& merchant to live In the city. He

for devel t and equip-
ment the properties would earn frof-
its. When Canadiems are advived of
the changed conditions prevailing here
in respeet to' mining they will ses the
advantage of providing wueli funds, and
it is eertaln that such Investors will
take the preeauntion to aseertain in ad-
vanee whether these funds will be pru-
dently ' expended dn properties merit-
ing expenditures. Send & marked copy
of today's Miner # wsome of your
friends in the cast and wrge the publi-
cation of the article dealing with the
changed conditions brought -about by
the inauguration of concentration. It

may be “bread casi upon the waters.”
e ercE———

GOVERNMENT HOUSH FOB.

A commitice of the house i& now in-
vestigating the facts in etion with

the architect of the bullding. That ig
incorreet. It recites certain facts quite
capable of an innocent interpretation.
capable alwo of sinister terpretation,
But it does not go beyond the facts

street gossip as by anything else. The
gist of the supposea charges against
the architect are perfectly public You
cannot go anywhére without hearing
them discussed. They rest upon the
supposed faet that certain material or-
dered ‘for the bullding and paig for by,
the government is not in the build-
ing. The explanation is easy. What
is to prevent certain material being
bought and paid for, found to be un-
desirable and taken back ang allowed
for by those who supplied it? There
wounld ther be a bayment by the gov-
ernmont and on the other hand a pay-
ment to the government, the one bal-
ancing the other. In the absence of
the publication of the finding of the ar-
bitrators the publie has scizéd on mat-
ters that have leaked out that are im-
material or nearly so. What eannot

b: hatd to find friends for 1t among| ©. “XPIAi0ed in & bill of 420,000 for ex-

truouueoutrutolm,ooo,and the
continnal ehanges tn the work whieh
suck a state of affairs betrays. o
private person woula put up a resi-
denes in wuek & wasteful ang extray-
sgant menner. Why should s govem-
ment - departmeni do ®0? The peaple
paid for the building. The eost of the
trouble and dispote. falls upon them.
They have every mMght to know what is

Gomand the text of the
through whieh they have been mulnet-
ed by the aettons of sheir agents.”
EE————are
ADDITIONS TO THB PAYROLT,
S — 1
Commencing next week with the re-
sumplion of mining on an extensive
scale at the No. 1 mine, there il be
a steady and gratifying increasd:in the
payroll of the Rossland ..mﬁ.' ¥From
twenty-five to fifty men will be am-
Dicyed at first at the No. 1, but addi-
tioms will be made to this number as
devel pr 4 Quickly follow-
ing the example of the No. 1, the
White Bear will need about fifty mare
men underground and om constructim
of the proposed concentrator. Thaese
will mo soomer be at work than about
sivty names will be added to the Cen-
tre Star amd War Eagle roll, for tie
reason that the concentrator for ‘these
mines will be ready for operation by
that: time. About the same time the
Jumbo will add thirty or forty men to
s present ltwt, and a big fores wint
be required to construct a railway spar
to the mine. The development of the

the building of the new govermment
house at Vietoria, and & would meem

(T

g8

Spit: will also necessitate am -
crease of about 20 men. The deep lev-
els of the Le Roi will demand anather
batek of fifty or sixty men in emy
event, but i the coinpany decides %o
bafld a concentrator this year, whiss
fs highly probable, another 100 would
be required to construct {t. The Glant
will probably resume operations fa
Jum=, and the Iron Mask may start up
with a full foree any day. Then there
are excellent pr ts for the 1

ment of ‘a eonsiderable force of men
to the west of town, provided the So-
phie mountain wagon road is built,
Taking # all in all, the prospects af
the comp for the near future are exe
eeptionally . good. 4

Aecording fo e Vaneouver dispateH
there are bundreds of Manitobe farm-
erw who would some to British Colem-
‘bia for the wmke of improved climate
and markets ¥ the government would
only exercise wufficient enterprise fin
opening op mew districhs for seitls-
ment. “The etupldity of the McBride
government “end - its predecessory
this respeet thus jowes the provines ®

i1

l\etm’dotunmﬂmmm.
tractor $10,000 in full of all claims. For
extras the award was about 5,000
more than this, but tha® amount was

in the speeifieations and not done. On
a $46,000 job that difference is elognent.

M. Bogle’s paper, "Truth,” which
makes public these fachs, offers the
following. remiari: “The finding of
the arbitrators does not, howerer, stop
with the eimple award. Thoy have
proceeded to detafl the ecircumetances
which eaused their labor to be one of
exceptional difficulty. It is this part
of the finding regarding which the eon-
spiracy of silenee exists, It reflects
upon the methods of doing business
whieti prevall fn fie fands-a8@ works
department. It has been freely statad
that the finding mekew cliarges sgeinst

lendid opportunity %o add to its pop-
ulation and property. Next to capital
for oor mines and other natural ve-
sources, our greatest need is an M-
créase of our agricultural element.
R i
J. A. Macdonald, the leader of the
provineial Opposition, Has once more
made a liar of the MecBride govern-
men over the two per cent tax.
> R ituaiindl
Socialist Willlams has openly @e-
clared in the legislative assembly that
the MeBride government is kept —in
power by the Socialist vote. And. yet
the Socialists and MeBrideites pretend
that it was not their fault that engin-
ears were not given am eight-hour day.
e
CHamberlain and the band of the
Black Watch may be In Canada at the

welcome, but it is the opinion of the
Hamilton Herald that as a popular at-
traction Chamberlain will beat the
band.
a——

If fitness for office could be made
the standard instead of political pull,
what a change ® would make in the
general conditions of our state and na-
tion. The imperfections of our laws
would soon be relegated to oblivion,
and we would truly be a happy and
contented, law-abiding nation of peo<
ple.—Dllensburg Dawn, N S |

going om. Thay heve every right to -
judgment -

same time next autumn. Both will bal!'.“

WAY.....m..JmM ﬂ. 1904
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EFFECTIVE
CRITICISM

+Opposition Exposes the

Weakness of Govern=-
ment Finance.

s

‘Farcical Methods of En=-

forcini the Immigra-
tion Law.

VICTORIA, Jan. 20.—McInnes made
a slashing attack on the government
today in the debate on the budget. He
charged Tatlow with béing a mere
bookkeeper angxious to make his ac-
counis balance, but without the quali-
thes' as finanocler which would have
enabled him "to increase the revenue
by seizing opportunities presented. He
instanced the failure to do amything
with the blocks in Southeast Kootenay
or with Dunsmuir’s lands on Vancou-

~wver Island as proof of this.

He took strong exception to the
cheeseparing policy with regard to ap-
propriations for public work. MecIn-
nes urged that this was mistaken
eeonomy, as starving the roads and
bridges one year necessitates a much
larger proportionate expenditure the
folilowing year. He reminded the gov-
ernmment too of the new mines being
opened up all over the country, and
said a few hundred dollars spent on
trails on Vancouver Island would pro-
vide access to properties for capital-
ists: who otherwise would not visit
them.

He censured the government severely
for devising such bills as the assess-
ment and land acts, which impaired
our credit and drove industry from the
country.

Dr. King also censured the govern-
ment with regard to Southeast Koote-
way lands, and said the government
by its dilatory policy had set back set-
tlement several years. He alsd want-
ed trails built which would provide
access to those fields from Canadian
soll instead of from the United States,
as at present. R

The supreme court bill is yet in com
mittee, but the attorney general had
the clause amended requiring a judge
to =it daily in Victoria, Vancouver and
Nelson.

McNiven is moving to alter the elec-
tions bill by striking out the portion
requiring a deposit by a candidate and
requiring instead a requisition of fif-
teet. per cent of the electors.

The government tried to get the
rules suspended twice during the af-
ternoon. In both instances the object

-was to hide its own shortcomings, and

in both instances it failed. Green
first sought to appoint a select com-
mittee to’ investigate the government
house job, but in turn the opposition

. tabled a petition from the arbitrators

asking for such a committee. McBride
tried the same device in order to in-
troduce a bill to relieve Archie McDon-
ald from penalties, he having accept-
ed pay from the government as road
bose .after becoming a member of the
house. Both motions will have to come
1 larly.

upmesfutook exception to the Rossland
Miner saying he stated that the Lib-
erals had tried to corrupt the elector-
ate-of Fernie. He attempted to deny
that this was the effect of his words.

At the sitting of the select commit-
tee-today to enquire into the working
of. the immigration bill Oliver gave
evidence. He sald that on the 10th
©f December last he went on board the
Showmut. He saw W. H. Ellis stand-

1:ing . outside the cabin there with one

hand on the door. Witness got per-
mission to go inside the cabin, and
saw -Clarke, Johnson and Kintaro. He

- maw- one of the Japanese making marks

on a declaration form, the blue paper.
He saw Clarke, J. P.,, afterwards ten-
der a white paper to Kintaro, asking
the latter to ask another Jap if he
eould read it. Kintaro, after a conver-
sation in the foreign tongue, said the
Japanese could not write. It was
ascertained that the Japanese was

to Vancouver.
xnimpwsible for him to go to Van-
eouver. He would have to go to Seat-
tle, San Francisco or some other place
outside of British Columbia. Kintaro
eonversed in the foreign language with
the Japanese, and a blue paper was
signed and he was allowed to land.
Then the Japanese were allowed to
land. He said four of them were stow-
ways without passports.
‘lemass particularly observed that
other than signing the form the-Jap-
anesec was not asked to hold up his
hand or go through any form of the
H::t;lnnes, who also gave evidence,
said there was no authority in the
aet for the form employed, and that he
was not aware of its being used while
he ‘was provincial secretary.

I TR R NS

TO BE INVESTIGATED

GOVERNMENT HOUSE CONTRACT
THE SUBJECT FOR A

i

33884 COMMITTEE.

' e ——

MEMBER FOR LILLOOET SHIELD-
ED FROM INQUIRY AT
PRESENT.

p
VICTORIA, Jan. 21.—The house to-
day suspended the rules to permit the
srpointment of Clifford, Ross, Meiln-
mes, Young and Munro to investigate
the government house contract. The
vommitiee was nominated by Green.

Oliver asked for a committee of the

mouse to ascertain 'whether the mem-
bes for Lillooet had the right to sit,

Johnson sald it|
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but the government refused to permit;

the rules to be suspended for that pur-
rose.

The charge that the Socialists are in-
sincere received some color
when Oliver made the statement that
Hawthornthwalte’s bill, for the pur-
pore, ostensibly, of protecting deer, is
really for the purpose of enabling a
turrier at Victoria to export raw hides.
This exportation is prohibited under
the present law.

There was quite a debate on the;

pteam boilers inspection bill, in which
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