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brought, and if he should then and there remember
that he had committed any offence against his
brother, so that his brother should feel aggrieved,
and think that he had reason to complain, he
was to proceed no more with the sacred work
which he had in hand, but leave it until he had
made satisfaction to his brother.  Clearly the
case is a very urgent one, and has applications
far beyond its immediate significance.

Its connection with the spiritual interpretation
of the sixth commandment is quite clear. What
our Lord meant to teach in the previous verses
was, that every violation of the law of love was
an offence against the spirit of the sixth ®ommand-
ment. Hatred and malice are the
murder ; and wherever those exist even in germ,
or are illustrated in any measure of evil doing,
there is the principle which leads to that most
heinous sin.

And we see the connexion of this with the cau-
tion, not, while in the possession of any such
spirit, to make an offering to God, because such
an offering could not be accepted until the evil
spirit had been put away. The more deeply we
meditate upon this principle, the more clearly
does it come out into light. The service of God
is a service of love. We love because He loved
us; and because we love we are able to render
Him acceptable service. But the love in which
we serve (God 1s not a mere love for Him which
excludes or ignores the love of man. Such a
love would be an impossibility. No doubt there
might be a kind of admiration for the works of
God, a kind of gratitude for His favours, and even
a complacency in His character, whilst little
thought was given to our fellow-creatures ; but a
real love for God, a love which sought Him for
what He is, which adored His holy beneficence,
which yielded itself absolutely to His holy will-
in short, a love which reflected His love—could
not be in a man’s heart without having the love
of man included in it. . John tells us plainly
that the man who loves not his brother whom he
hath seen, cannot really love God whom he has
not seen. And every one who is not wholly des-
titmte of spiritual insight must perceive the neces-
sary connexion of these principles.

Thus, then, we are taught that no religious
service is of any value before God, unless it is
prompted and animated by the right sentiment
and motive. God has no need of our services;
and if He accepts them at all, it is for our sake.
But no service could be either acceptable to
Him or worthy of His children, or profitable to
them, save the service of love. What, then, shall
we say of much of the service which is offered to
God by those who draw near to Him here on
earth 2 If God accepts it, this must be because
He desires to make it better. If men knew what
they did, when they bring their cold, selfish,
unloving offerings to the altar of God, neither
could they offer them, nor could God accept them.
But here there is an intercessor, an advocate
with the Father, who pleads for them, ‘¢ Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

Surely this must be our consolation and our
hope, when we think of the unworthiness of much
of our offerings to God, and how far we are from
that spirit of love which He seeks to stir up within
us. God accepts our poor services, and makes the
best of them, and leads us on to more perfect ser-
vice just in proportion as we are true to our light
and walk in the light which we have. Yet this
must be no encouragement to our neglect of any
means whereby our vision may be made clearer,
and our knowledge of our duties to God and man
more complete. We must fail to ask whether our
brother has aught against us, and we must do
what in us lies to live in peace and love with all
men, if we would hope for God’s blessing.

The two verses following afford another illustra-
tion of the evil and danger that result from hostile
feelings and actions between man and man. The
case supposed is that of one who has done an
injury to another, and who is about to be sum-
moned to answer for.it before the judge. He is
to make his peace with his adversary; and, if he
fails to do this, he will have to answer to the
utmost for what he has done. He must pay the
uttermost farthing before he can be set free. This
parabolic Janguage is not a whit too strong. No

fountain of

word or deed in human life is unfruitful.  The
cup of cold water will be remembered.  The idle
word will have to be answered for.  Whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap. Thus will
our Blessed Lord have us to know the excellence
and the obligation of the law of God, in its letter
and its spirit; and thus will He urge and auide
us to love it and to keep it.

Influence.

T am only one and have no influence.”  Such
is the plaintive wail, or snifling cant, of hundreds
of people calling themselves Christians, hence they
do little or nothing in the line of Christian work.
Reader ! Are you one of them? If so, what are
you thinking about, or do you think at all, or only
dream along the pathway of life? ** Only one.”
So it is, but always leave out one, and you will
never get a hundred nor a thousand. Leave out
the single grains, and there is no sand on the sea-
shore. Leave out the single drops, and there is
no rain, and leave out a single member, and the
church 1s not complete.  So stop your whimpering
and whining, get up, go to work, and do what you
can, be it much or little—do what you can. That
is required of you, Besides, you are either not
sincere In what you say, or deceiving yourself.
Suppose some brother were to answer you thus,
“ Yes, brother or sister, you are indeed a very
poor critter, and have no intluence ! How would
you take it 2 Why, you'd get as mad as a hornet
and quickly show you had some pride and some
temper if you had no intluence. But the whole
thing is false on its face. Every man and woman
who is not a born 1diot has more or less influence
over their fellow creatures, and they are under
solemn obligations to use that intluence for the
benefit of others, and for this they must give ac-
count to God, and there will be no special pleading
at His bar in the judgment day.

The Mother’s last Journey.

When the doctor came down stairs from the
sick room of Mrs. Marshall, the whole family
seemed to have ranged themselves in the hall to
waylay him.

** How soon will mamma dit well 2"* asked little
Clyde.

*“ Can mamma come downstairs next week 2"
asked Katie, the eldest daughter, and the little
housekeeper.

“Do you find my wife much better 2 asked
Mr. Marshall, eagerly. He was a tall, grave man,
pale with anxiety and nights of watching.

The doctor did not smile; he did not even stop
to answer their questions. | am in a great
hurry,” he said, as he took his hat. 1 mus¢ go
to a patient who is dangerously ill. This evening
I will call again. 1 have left instructions with
the nurse.”

But the doctor’s instructions were all concern-
ing the comfort of the patient; he was discreet
and silent. The children playing on the stairs
were told to make no noise. The day wore on,
the patient slept and was not disturbed. DBut
that night, before they went to bed, the children
were allowed to go in and kiss their mother good-
night. This privilege had been denied them of
late, and their little hearts responded with joy to
the invitation. Mamma was better, or she could
not see them. The doctor had cured her. They
would love him for it all their lives.

She was very pale, but smiling, and her first
words to them were; ““ T am going on a journey.”

‘““A journey,” cried the children. * Will you
take us with you 2"

““No it is too long a journey.”

‘“ Mamma is going to the South,” said Katie ;
* the doctor has ordered her to go.”

“I'am going to a country more beautiful than
the lovely South,’” said the mother, faintly, < and
I shall not come back.”

“ A're you going alone, mamma ?* asked Katie.

f‘I\o,” said the mother, in a low, tremulous
voice. **I am not going alone. My Physician is
going with me. Kiss me good-by, my dear ones
for in the morning, before you are awake, I shall
be gone. You will come to me when you are
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‘“ The Life that Now Is.”

When we think or speak of life we usually ¢
our thoughts backward to the past—to tht lﬁ:
been, or to the future, and speculate ag to wha
may be or will be.  To a degree this may be ri h:
and profitable.  The past is a great experi;g
and should be full of instruction and S\Iggesti(;‘;v
We may gather much wisdom from experience if"
we will. A wise person is never too old to leam
And so of the future. It may, and genemll'
should, afford inspirations of hope and high en)t
deavors.  Sad 1s the condition of one wheo has ng
future. But ** the hfe that now is” most deep]y
concerns us.  Kach day, each hour, each moment
by every ftleating thought, word and act we aré
developing ourselves, our minds, our hearts, our
affections ; indeed, our whole character. We gre
making ourselves to be what we shall continue t
be through all time, and, so far as we know, to all
eternity. And this being which we are developing,
the character we are shaping and building np,
are to be our own. By them we are to be known
to be called by name by all who live with or
about us.  And as these are, so God will know us
and judge us. How should such a thought startle
the Christian out of every evil way, into the life
of righteousness and true holiness. May the life
that now is be daily fashioned after the divine
pattern of the Son of God.

Hints to Housekeepers.

Five Ways 10 Stop or (Curk A CoLp-—The
Medical News 1s authority for the following sugge-
stions ; 1. Bathe the feet in hot water and drink
a pint of hot lemonade. Then sponge with salt
water, and remain in a warm room. 2. Bathe
the face with very hot water every five minutes
for an hour. 3. Snuff up the nostrils hot salt
water every three hours. 4. Inhale ammonia or
menthol. 5. Take four hours’ active exercise in
the open air.

Frexcn Mustarp.—Is very much relished by
some epicures ; this is prepared by slicing an
onion in a bowl, covering with good vinegar Ina
basin and add one teaspoonful of pepper, one table-
spoonful of salt, one tablespoonful of brown sugar,
and mustard enough to thicken. Smooth the
mustard with a little of the vinegar, as you would
flour for gravy, mix all together, set on the stove
and stir until it boils, remove and use cold.

For CoLp v tii: Heap.—There are a number
of ways of aborting cold in the head, but most of
them are by the means of quite powerful drugs,
which a person unfamiliar with thefr use 18 never
justified in taking on his own respons1b1hty: The
Swiss method of treatment is one of the gnmpl .
and most efficacious. It is applied in t.hls wayé
Half fill a jug with boiling water, and info
put a teaspoonful of well-powered .campl{or-
Fashion out of writing-paper a funnel with W
cap the top of the jug. The camphorated Bte&“:
should be inhaled through the nose for ten oif
fifteen minutes, the inhalation being repea: ’of
required, every four or five hours. If, m‘s%ldtein
its unpleasantness, the inhalation 18 persist )
it is said that three repetitions will alway

8 effect

"
a cure, however severe the “cold in the head
may be.

ple of tobacoo, 8

~Nicotine, the extractive princi et
so powerful a poison that a single drop Oflfaﬁge“in
to the eye of a cat will destroy the ar}lmﬂl_'sl die in
a few minutes. Cats, dogs, or rabbits wil
twenty or thirty seconds if even less th&n abBOI'P‘
is placed upon the tongue, so rapid is its & oy}
tion, and so virulent are its poisonous propeé
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