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THIY WEEK.
HAT Mr. Osborne Morgan, and his co- |
agitators are not satisfied with the
Burials Bill of the English Government does
not surprise us. They have agitated for cer- |
tency’s sake, can be satisfied with nothing
less. A Conference, the under auspices of the
Liberation Society, was lately held in London,
at which Sir Henry Havelock said that the
Bill did ““violence to one of the most deeply
‘““rooted and holiest instinets of the human
‘““breast, the desire to lie in death beside our
““friends and kinsfolk;"” and Mr. Morgan in-
sisted on the common law right of every
parishioner to interment in the parish church-
yard. It is a pity when men do not say the
exact and the whole truth. The privilege of
lying in the Parish churchyard is expressly
secured to every parishioner by this Bill, sub-
Ject to the alternative of the Church Burial
Service or of no service at all being used at
the grave. It is not the tender feelings of the
“most deeply rooted and holiest instincts”
nor the more prosaic rights of the common
law that are thus outraged; but the real ob-
Ject of the agitation is to gain a footing in the
churchyards, to acquire the right to use them
for such purposes as they may choose, and,
this having been conceded, the ‘ holiest in-
“’stincts ” will next be only satisfied by a ser-
vice being held in the same church in which
the deceased’s ‘‘friends and kinsfolk” wor-
shiped, albeit they lived and died in the com-
mnnion of the Church whilst their descen-
dant has wandered off into the waste places
of 'isms and 'ologies.

It is alweys pleasant to record acts of cour-
tesy, especially those of the international
character. An organization in Paris, which
we may describe as a_Joiners’ and Carpen-
ters’ Guild, has intimated to the Lord Mayor
of London—who, by the way, is in French
eyes the representative head of both Church
and State—that its members wish to present
to St. Paul’s cathedral a sculptured pulpit, of
the value of about £1,400, as a record of their
gratitude for the aid given by England to the
French sufferers by the war of 1870. If their
offer is accepted, they will send a delegation
to London to see the site and obtain sugges-
tions for the design of the work, which French
skill will, no doubt, make worthy of the place
which it is to occupy and which the noble
eloquence of the present Chapter of St. Paul’s
will turn to good account.

To those who have been in London on a
Sunday, the City presents a most dismal and
deserted aspect, and inside the Churches the
absence of life and of population was'in for-
mer years quite in keeping with the dead-alive
melancholy of the streets. The congregations
having migrated to more fashionable quarters,
it was considered useless to maintain so
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gently and successfully to make St. Paul’s the |}
true centre of London spiritual life.

and sermons are having their effect on all
classes, more especially on the young men
and on business men.
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propriate gift so the nation.
panies have presented new bells and chimes
to St. Paul’s, which it is hoped will soon be
1n position.

The Dominion Parliament was prorogued
on Saturday, after a session of 81 days. On
looking over the list of Bills assented to by
the Governor-General one sees that a good
many very useful measures have been passed
of which the party newspapers have given the
public no information whatever.  The
‘“ enterprise of the press” is—by the press—
flaunted before our eyes as a fact for which
we ought to be deeply grateful, and it certain-
ly is commendable that we should be furnish-
ed each morning with a tolerably full account
of the speeches delivered up to 3 a.m. by the
leaders of each partyat Ottawa. The general
public, however, would willing commute some
of this ‘“ enterprise " for ,a little more truth.
Subtract, for instance, from the very volumi-
nous reports of the Globe and Mail all that is
inserted and enlarged upon solely because of
its being damaging to the opposite party, and
it will be obvious how very little consideration
is shown for the general desire to know what
real work in the interests of the country at
large has been got through at Ottawa.

The inconvenience of writs for fabulous
sums being issued against several members
for infraction of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act was so obvious that a Special Act was
passed for the protection of the accused. Un-
der the circumstances possibly no other
course could have been' adopted ; but let us
hope that the condonation will not be again
repeated. A member has now no reason for
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This resolution would impose
considerable and very desirable delay in the
work of revision, and it would enable Church-
men to see what efféct any proposed alter-
ations would really have on the Prayer Book
as a whole. In his opening address the
Primate warned the Synod against making
such alterations as would repel Churchmen
whose theological opinions had been formed
in the school of Hooker, Bull, Barrow, Jack-
son and Jeremy Taylor, and' who were
amongst the most thoughtful and intelligent
of the people, and whom the Church of Ire-
land could ill afford to lose. In commenting
on the present crisis in the Church of Eng-
land, His Grace said that ‘“the Reformers
drew the true line between the Christianity
of primitive times and the later doctrines of
the Western Church. It is' by adhering to
this line, and not departing from it on either
side, that our Church will find safety.”

Mr. Maclagan, writing to Church Bells, re-
minds Churchmen that divisions always will
exist, and that they are apparently intensified
in seasons of intellectual and spiritual activ-
ity. They might be concealed *in times of
spiritual deadness, such as we have unhappily
known, or by such means as the Church
of Rome adopts to bring about its boasted
unity, by first imposing silence and then im-
plying consent. But to mymind it is better and
healthier that they should come to the sur-
face. On the other hand, confinues Mr.
Maclagan, ‘ what ground for hope and thank-
fulness there is to be found in the marvellous
revival of spiritual life which the Church of
England has seen in the present generation.
I firmly believe that there is among us not

many churches, and consequently in late
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