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than he that said, * Follow peace with all men, and
holiness.” No necessity can justify such a division.
Holiness and love to God are but two names for 01e
thing. Love to God, and love to man, are like-soul
and body, that are separited no way but by death.
Love and peaceablencss differ but as reason and rea-
soning. Love may be withuut passive peace, froim
others to us ; but never without active peace, from
us to others.

I have had so great opportunity, in my time, to see
the workings of the ystery of iniqui#y azainst Chris-
tian love, that if 1 be ignorant after such sad experi-
ence, 1 must be witerly inexcusabfe. God knowetk
how hardly sin is known in its secret root, till men
have tasted the bitterness of the fruit. Therefore he
huth permitted the two extreines to show themselves
openly to the world, in the éffects ; and one must be
noted and%voided as well’ as the other. [ thought
once that all that talk against schisms and sects did
but vent theirmalice against the best Christians, under
those names ; but sinee then | have seen what love-
killing principles have done. I have stood by while
cburches have been divided and subdivided,—one
congregation of the division labouring to make the
ather contemptible and odious; and thig called

- ¢ the preaching of the truth, and the purer worship-
ping of God.” In a word, | have long seen that en-
vious wisdomn (whatever it pretends) is not from
above, but is *‘ carthly, sensual, and devilish ;» and
that “ where envy and strife is, there is contusion,
and every evil work.”

I know that dividing principles and dispositions
tend directly to the ruin and damnation ot those in
whom they prevail.  ‘That which killeth love, killeth
all grace ¢ nd holiness, and killeth souls. ‘That which
quencheth love quencheth the Spirit, a thousandfold
anore than the restraining of our gifts of utterance
doth. ‘That which banisheth love banisheth God.
‘That which is against love is against the design of
Christ in our redemption, aund therefore may well be
called antichristian. ‘I'hey are dangerously misia-
ken who think that Satan hath but one way to jnen’s
damnation. ‘There are as many ways to hell as
there are to the extinguishing of love.  And all tend-
eth unto this that tendeth to hide ¢r deny the loveli-
uess, th.t 18, the goodness, of them whowin | must
leve, wuch inore that which represents themn as odi-
ous,  Suatan will preterd to any sort of strictness by
which he can monrify love.
thing ~hat will help to kill men’s love, and set the
church s in divisions, Satan will be vour helper, and
will ba the strictest of you all. He will renrove
Christ as a sabbath-brenker, as a gluttonous person,
and a wine-hibber, a friend or companion of publi-
cans atd siuners, and as an enemy to Ciesar too. We
are not aglteeether ignorint of his wiles as young and

inexperien «d Christiaz:s are. You think, when al
wrathful et vious heat is kindled in you azainst rm'nl

for theis funlts, that it is certainly a zeal of God’s ex-
citing.  But mark -whether it hath not more wrath
than lova jnit; and whether it tend not more to dis-
grace your brother than to cure him, or to make par-
“ties and divisions than to heal them. If it beso, if St.
James be not deceived, you nre deceived as to the
author of your zeal ; (Jamnes iii. 15,16;) and it hath
a worse origin than you suspect. It i3 one of the
ureatest reasons that maketh me hate Romish Church
tyranny, an! redgious cruelties ugainst Dissenters,
because as they come from want of love, so | am
sure that they tend to destroy the love of those on
whor they are inflicted, and to do more hurt to their
“souls thaa to their bodies. ‘The devil is not so silly
un angler as to fish ‘with a bare hook ; nor such a
fool as, when he would damn men, to entreat them
opealy to be damned ; nor, when he would kill
men’s love, to'entreat them plaitly not to love bhut to
Late their neighbours ; but be dueth it by making you
believe that there is just and necessary cause for it :
#0 that you way go cn without scruple, and do so

It you can devise nny'

%
agai1, and not repent. Even they thatkilled Chrig,
Apostles did it as a duty, aud ;. part of the service of
God ; (John xvi. 2;) uud Paul iiinself did once think
verily that he ought to do many things against the
name, and cause, and service of Jesus; and ag g
did, so he was done by.  As he measured to o:bers,
it was measured to him aguir. But helieve it, it is
apostasy to fall from love.  Your souls die when love
diath. You die while you have a name te live, and
think that you grow apace in religion. ‘I'berefors
better understand the temper, and when backbigery
are deriding or vilifying your neighbours, take it 'ty

men, but hate them.”

When love is dead, and yet religion seemeth to
survive, and to be increased by it, think what a de-
generate, scandalous, hypocritical religion that will
be, and how odious and dishonaurxble to God. Te
preach without love, to hear without love, to pray with.
out love, and to communicate without love, to any that
differ from yoursect, O what a loathsome sacrifice it is
to the God of love ! If we must leave our gifi at theal-
tar till we are reconciled to one offended brother, what
a gift is theirs who are unreconciled to multitudes of
their brethren because they are not of their way ! yea,
that make their communion the very badge nnd means
of theit uncharitubleness and divisions ! Sirs, thesa
are not matters of indifference, nor to be indulged by
any faithful Pastor of the church !

erhaps, reader, thou art one of them who think
that the settlement and happiness of the church must
be won like a game at fuot-ball, und therefore scru-
plest not tg-tosa it in the dirt, and tumultuously te
strive with and strike up the heels of all that aré
againstthee;so that peaceable passengers cannot safe-
ly come nenr your gume or pass the streets. But whea
you have got the ball, have you done the work ? Ars
you still so ignorant as not to know how uncertaia
still you are of keeping it ; and that one spurn csa
take it from you 2 And suphose you could secure all
the conquests, are the churciies healed ever the more !
Men’s hearts must he conquered before this healing
work is done ; and therefore the Apostle saith that
“we arc more than conquerors,” when we are ** kil
ed all the day long, and accounted as sheep to the
slaugzhter ; that iz, more gain and honour te our-
selves to suffer in fuith and patience by our enewies
than to conquer them in the ficld ; aud it is more
profitable also unto them, and tendeth to a more de-
sirable conquest of them ; becauss when we are cons
querors by force, we do Lut exasperate them, and if
we burt their bodies, we harden them the wore
aguinstour cuuse, and against the means of their own
salvation—Qur patient martyrdom and sutferiog by
ilhf'_m may tend at least to open their eyes, and turn
|their hearts, and save their souls, by showing them
ithe truth, the goodness, and the power of Christ, and

iof bis word and spirit.  This is the meaning of beiug

* more than conquerors.”
i

The soul is the man ; and love is the Christian
life, and the true cement of the church’s unity.
| And love mnust canse love, as iire causecth fire. Hurt
{ful wrath doth mest powerfully quench it, and bath
theen the wolfish scatterer of the flocks of the church
Christ. And must thathe now the way to build it whic
huth so long been the way topull itdown ? Itislovethat
must be our union, and love that inust cause it, or wé
shall never have the union of a Christian chure
By this shall all men know that yvou are Christ’s dis
ciples, if ye have love onc to another.  If you believe
‘not this, pretend not to believe in Jesus Christ, who
doth affirm it.  Tiwes of nost temptation are li'_ne'
of greutest danger, and co'nmonly of greatest si0 :
and all faithful Pastors must know what are the spe-
cial temptations of the time and plice wherein they
live. \When had we ever greuter temptations to lﬂ'""
killirg principles and practices than now ¢ ‘Jbe
harder it is for mnen to love them that hate them, that
ceusure them unjustly, that revile them, and reproach

signify, in plain English, *“ I pray you love not these -
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