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The Racrifice is over .uul complete
A simple country Mass

THE CATHOLIC FAITH,

final and irreformable.

\muniun bread were scattered about and |
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Mark x
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Comparison Between thu Genuine and
the Diluted Article.

Pure vs. Diluted Catholicism is the
subject of a very fine essay in the
American Catholic Quarterly Review,
contributed by Very Rev. A T. Heurt,
C. S. P., of the Catholic University.
Father Heurt says :

Mr. Matthew Arnold has said that in
bis opinion, ** The Christianity of the
future will be the form of Catholicism.”
He did not mean genuine, pure Catho
licism, but a sort of wsthetic ghost
escaped from its dead body and sur
viving as a kind of separate spirit that
can embody itself anew, as a trans
formed Catholicism, which will be sub
stituted for its own old form, and for
all Protestant sects after they are dead
and buried. Dr. Berry, commenting
on Mr. Arnold’s statement, says that
we all, Catholic and non Catholics
alike, h,\\x a deep interestin [hn ques

tion: ‘‘Is a transformed th
possible 77’ Of course, he
question in the negative,

A great many, who retain ai

much more of Christianity
Arnold did, have a notion somewhat
similar to his [hey have a desire for
gome sort of uunity amor hristians
who are now so much divided—a unity
in which the Catholic Church, and the
Churches will be included
They profess to believe, some less and
others more, of the Catholic Creed : a
pe them having drawn very
near to the full Catholic doctrine.
Their notion of the way to bring
about the formation of the new Uni
versal Church of the future is one
which requires a great many conces
sions and transformations on all sides.
Fven the Roman Church, to which they

(

Eastern

wtion ol

have very generally heen obliged to
grant a considerable pre-eminence,

and which must play the principal
part in this Christian reunion, they
require and expect tomake concessions,
and to sanction a very considerable
transformation of Catholicism into Neo
Catholicism. This is all chimerical.
When the question is asked : ‘‘ What
can the Roman Church surrender as
not essential to her truth and author-
ity ?” every Catholic must answer:
Nothing whatever pertaining to her
dogmaand her substantial polity. Truth
can make no compromise with error :
authority can waive none of her divine
rights which are necessary to the per-
petuity and well-being of the Church.
The Roman Church can surrender none
of her Creeds, from the Symbol of the
Apostles to that of Pius IV. ; none of
the Fcumenical Councils, from Nicea
to the Vatican : none of the dogmatic
decrees, ex cathedra, of the Sovereign
Pontiffs ; none of the saven sacraments :
no part of the Papal Supremacy, or
episcopal superiority : not one single
portion of the Canonical Seriptuves ;
not her Liturgy or Ritual, her inde
pendence from the State, or her moral
code ; and, above all things, not the
infallibility of the Catholic ¥ ‘piscopate
in its assembled or dispersed members,
and its supreme head ; and its claim on
the loyal allegiance of all baptized
Christians.

it is proposed that a general Coun-
c¢il should be held, at which the reform-
ing party should have- representatives
to plead their cause. But all these
projects fell through. All this occurred
before the Council of Trent was held,
and when some of the doctrines in
controversy had not been clearly and
finally adjudicated. At last, this great
Council was begun, and after many
sessions continuing during sixteen
years, is was happily concluded. A
series of magnificent dogmatic decrees
was ratified and promulgated, upon
which Catholic theology was solidly
established for all time. The IHoly See
has since added to the definitioh of
Trent the proclamation of the dogma of
of the Immaculate Conception, and the
Vatican Council has promulgated its

faith, pure and simple,

ciliation,

Catholic worship, who would even wish
to receive Communion if
a confession,

less of Still, they are|!

they belong, and by no means ‘m-—l

They are a kind of liberal Christians,
with very hazy notions about
matic truths, and holding
that all forms of
essentially the same
who write and preach

Some of
about re union

in his affectionate
whose ancestors wandered away from |
his fold,

come into a merely
conviction and belief that the Catholic
Church
all her doctrines true and obligatory.
Of course no properly
Catholic can entertain or encourage
any such notions as these. Every
Catholic who has even an eleme mtary
knowledge of the principles and doc
trines of his religion, must be aware
that in order to be lawfully admitted to
the sacraments, and entitled to receive
baptism, absolution, confirmation, and
holy Communion, the subject must be-
lieve in his heart, and confess with his
mouth, the whole Catholic faith, pure,
simple, and undiluted.

The attempt to pass off any kind of
diluted Catholicism for the genuine
article is sure to fail. For it must
always, sooner or later, become mani
fest that the Church disowns and dis-
avows every such undertaking. De
sides, what would it gain if a crowd of

ternal communion of the Church. Con- |
version must be thorough in order to
be of any avail. Happily, the con-

versions which have brought a strong |
and valuable reinforcement to lhv:
Catholic Church during the last half |
century have been thorough, if there |
have been some superficial converts
who have relapsed into heresy

A VISIONARY IDEA.

It is evident, however, without going
into particulars, thatany ge m~1.|l plan
of a transtormation of Catholic diseip-
line to suit the spirit of the age and
the notions and habits of some particu

lar countries and classes of persons, is
equally fallaciousand visionary with a
scheme of doctrinal transformation

The great number of Protestants who
are longing to return to the bosom of

the Ro Churen, through some sort
of compromise, dream and scheme of

some such transformation of discipline,
though itis in the vaguest and most
general way. Some Catholics may be
caught by a similar illusion, through
their zealous and charitable desire to
facilitate the return of these separated
brethren. There is no doubt that the
Church has always shown a flexible
character of adaptability to different
times and peoples, and that in matters
not belonging to essential and sub-
stantial discipline there have been and
are marked variations in the forms of
external Catholic order. But all these
things are and must be under the con-
trol of the rulers of the Church, and
not subject to innovation and experi-
ment from the caprice of individuals.

The measures lately taken by the
Holy See in reference to the Eastern
Churches have brought the differences
existing between the Oriental and
Latin rites into quite general notice.
It is quite likely that there is some
common misapprehension of the atti-
tude of the Holy See toward these
Eastern Christians, as if there were a
concession of the rights of the Roman
Church, as if a new policy were in
augurated ; but this is really not the
case. What the Pope has really done
is to reaflirm more distinctly and em-
phatically the assurance previously
given by several of his predecessors,
that the Holy See has no desire to
Latinize the Fastern rites,

ANGLICAN ORDERS SETTLED,

The English Church and nation
were reconciled in a body by Cardinal
Pole. But they fell away again into a
deeper abyss. In common with all the
other Protestants of the world, they are
without an episcopate, a priesthood, or
any other attributes of a Church.
They are a mere collection of individ-
uals who, at the best, are only baptized
Christians, wandering in strange
pastures beyond the fold of the true
Church of which they are de jure mem-

the Roman Church must confess lhxs\“lmlﬂ“, and after a general commun
whole and |ion in a parish church, poured back
entirve, as the sine qua non of recon linto the demijohn for use on the next |11
There arve many devout 10:'\';&1011. It is a great relief to the| ¢!
Protestants who are willing to join in |feelings to reflect that it is only bread But
and wine that have been so unceremon- | not

allowed, and perhaps to make more or ‘““‘ left His
not ready to leave the sect to which |bands of the Protestant cle
pared for an unconditional «uhnn\-mnvlmlv Catholic doctrines and sympath

to the authority of the Catholic Church. .lu

as an axiom |diflicult and

appear to think that the Holy Father, }N-\m'u trials and

means to assure them that|their families.
they will be welcome as they are to|the courage to face the cousequences
external union |of
with the Church, without any inward |are entitled to our profoundest sym-
is the only true Church, and |[can be extended to them,

instructed | situation.

who have an opportunity of going into
some profession where they can be suc-
cesstul.

of Protestantism in the

half Catholics were taken into the ex- |, ,q
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once composed Christendom, and
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sense which guides us in our temporal

the one true Church of Christ.
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| that if any

each other
one of them
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be right all

{ and administered them, through a

ges of its existenc

disagreement in politics,
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accounted for, because they | Their rule of living a good life is not | and t vhich ar ey A
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reason. No | the same | of
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or alleviate the difficulties of their | MOt surprising th.% Christians are | Theyv, each and all, trace their begin- | Me before vou Remembeor :
Thass are  diasstrons divided. That Church must be | ning to a mere man as founder, and | word that I said to you The s¢ snid
consequences of  the ne of | ©asily found by all who seek ‘all themselves after him. They are | is not greater than his master. 1t
; .. ¢ must need neither ge 3 &7 utherans : + Waesle {
Luther and Cranmer in revolting mu : uu? neither g nius, 1o tl l.utheran , o1 ( lvinists, or _\\1 lev- | have persecuted Me, they w
against the Church of God. Happy nor learning to find it, since all have | ans, or Puseyites, or Irvingites, or persecute you. ohn xv.. 18-20
2 B t these oi ne ine alo is | Swede sorlang.  ate N AR 3 . -
are those who, being free from the nnl.“ hese h11[; One th.ngl.xl:lnn is .\\\qll nborgians, ete., ete Moreover He notices also that Christ said His
( «tha Bu 2 all sane | he s ths nders of churche . “ )
bonds of matrimony, have the way to su ‘1 ient Inx. the purpose ; and all sanc he find xlmﬁ th '{« founders of churches | followers would fast aftor His
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Catholics. Why did they make new
Churches?  Why did they separate
from the Catholic Church? He goes | fast in those davs
among the ‘* denominations " and asks | e
them. ‘' Yes they say

olic Church is the oldest

when the Bridegroom shall be taken
away from them ; and then they shall
Mark 1i. 20

sees that the Catholics practise fast
““the Cath- 1 ing and always have done so the
Christian | others have reje

Plain reason or common-sense
to seek, to find, and to know

are not all Chris-

nited in that one Church?
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The most efficacious of all these | with Hi
means is good example, piety and | itself to
and virtue shining forth in the lives of | into
the clergy and laity as the good fruit
shows the quality of the tree that bears | x 5
it, the power of Catholic faith and dis
cipline to produce Christian sanctity,
which is one of the notes of the Church.
The greatest obstacle to the fulfilment
of the divine mission of the Church has
always been the sins of her mem-
bers, especially of unworthy ecclesias-

it aside
the sup

insist, t

miseries and disorders of the sixteenth
century. In the true and genuine re-
formation brouzht about by the Coun-
cil of Trent the restoration of discip-
line gave back to the religious orders
and to the clergy the lustre which had } (o (wat
been dimmed and obscured : they re wholly
covered their influence and power over led By
the people many lustrious saints ik

all pre

!

vival of piety ame
the counts
and effectual nar
inroads of here

12 the people in all
ch remained Catholic,

s placed to further
and schism

step, in
will ac
country

There are three essential elements
which are (ae constituent principles | (he
of the Catholic religion: Dogma,
Authority, Worship, including the
Sacraments which cluster around the
great central Act of Worship, branch
ing out and blooming into ritual and
all the rich and variegated flowers of | Church
architect: 1re, sculpture, painting and | life an
music. These are what have attracted
the intelligent and educated converts,
who have (ried the Lutheran and

their m

ever,
worry

Here

bers. The question of Anglican
Orders is really and finally settled,

be acknowledged. Every Catholic
who has been an Anglican minister
must rejoice that the English Church
lost the sacrament of order when he re-
members what he has seen of the irrev
erence with which the bread and wine

even though this irreverance has in
great measure, ceased, through the
sprcad of a higher doctrine. I can

Dogmatic Constitutions.
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tdihag oy . . | sense I'he first sermon he heard at
Spirit of Truth must have been with it | o I
3 H f Yahi W xford was from Newman, He says
faith, resting on | too, since He “abides with it Fither ¥
= N S ¢ ; i the effect of it upon him was equally
the Catholic Church is right or Christ ;
4 A i g sudden and profounad All this, and a
and the Holy Ghost fell with it. This sat-deal sho 4 At
is the ouly conclusion, if Christ's words O et Ty N
: : J ) g exceedingly interesting

His name and
willingly submits
ity which ‘‘brings
understanding
(2 Cor
a lamp

it to teach in
s authority,
that autho
every

Penrith [hen was at Harrow
while Anthony there, and then at
Oxford. He told me that Mr Cun
ningham [the Vicar of Harrow| gave
him his earliest rveligious thoug
but that he always had a sort of mis

2 83
As one in a cavern uses

when he reaches it, so when by

erior light of
takes its place. To
hen, on the use of private judg

tics. The relaxation of ecclesias- | ; ity thr ‘s Church. is as | are believed. This conclusion is ¢ )

tonl’ dlsolsll : authority through His Church, is as [ Are believed. This conclusion is con Fabot wed then thirty-one vears olds

tical discipline and the consequent | foolish as to insist on seeing by the | firmed as he reads: ** He that heareth [\ 040 100ked much younger, despite
aQ 4 q 3 'or 2 . 2 " 2 ) oer, 38 4]

loss of respect for the priesthood | light of a lamp under the noon-day sun. | you, heareth Me. (Luke x., 16 Gl . B I

was one of the principal causes of the | hrist's | ** The Chureh of the Living God i e Crottnteg SLN MSOH06 T8 OORVSIR
8 ) P p ) ) Hence the union of all Christ's 1¢ Church of the Living God is the ion, Mrs. Trollope’s description of

pillar and ground of truth.”" (1 Tim
16.

He examines farther, itholics say
baptism is necessary to salvation : the
others deny it. What says the Bible ?
““ Jesus said :  Unless a man be born
again of water and the Holy Ghost, he
cannot enter into the Kingdom of
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which Church must he join ?
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