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OBLIGATION OF THE
CHRISTIAN CRIEED.

A correspondent who signs himself
¢ A Christian but not belonging to any
church with a paid preacher,” sends us
a copy of a sermon of Rev. Hen-
derson, of Carleton street Methodist
Church, Toronto, with a request that
we should state the Catholic view upon
a certain passage in it.

The sermon itself seems to us to be
one of the curiosities which are now-
a-days so frequently uttered in the
Protestant pulpit. It is true that to-
wards the close it recommends a ** godly
life ¥ as the means whereby we shall

THE

be able to appreciate the truths of

Christianity. It recommends a “‘life
of prayer,” that we may fully realize
the power of prayer, and so far the
doctrine is sound, but as far as the
body of the sermon is considered, the
scope is rather to apologize for infidel-
ity, while professedly it is a vindica-
tion of Christianity. Thus we are
told that Paine, Carlyle and Voltaire
were not in reality opposed to Chris-
tianity, but rather to human creeds
which wrongly claim to be Christian-
ity.

The passage on which our corres-
pondent desires particularly that we
should express an opinion is a conse
quence of Mr. Henderson’s views on
this point.  Ie says:

1 hold that no Church has a right
to suppress thought or obstruct pro
gress  in o any  direction. 1
hold that while every Church has a
vight to formulate its own standards of
teaching, every man has a right to
construct his own ereed.  In fact you
have no creed at all which is not the
product of yvour own personal exper
ieuce and thinking.”

also

In reference to this our correspon-
dent says:

‘It seems to me that the Rev, My
Henderson'’s  views are in harvmony
with the majority of Christians, espee
y that part of his doctrine in which
: ‘Every man has a right to
ruct his own creed This is my
view of Chiristianity with this
that I do not
think that Rev. Mr, Henderson should
tax the people for his support ; for of
what use is a preachér if every man

is at liberty to make his own creed :

also,
difference, however,

ur correspondent is in error

majority of Chris

upposing that the

tians accept Rev, Mr l

Henderson's doc

trine, which means in veality that man
at liberty, before God, (o rejeet one
or all of the doctrines of (
\ i i of Prote 1
probably do 11 tl
atl L
i { ian Our «
Verioo i tha h
( e nin within 1|
old pre hl venty m 3 of
1 han Protestan B
colla Iy Dt
| 1 ! hat i
¢ whing 1
true, preachers are unneeessary
Ifthe R Mr. Henderson's teaching
re correct, Christianity would have
1 1 essentia ) it This doc
trn 18 ( to the terms of the
| on given by Christ to His
\postle ‘Going, theretore, t
Wl )" 56, Matt, xxviil., €0,
| QW nothi to be taught,
such a cominission would be in vain ;
but we are told further that they must

teach **all things whatsoever I'(Christ
wve commanded you.”
Our Lord frequently appeals to His

1
racies as a

proof that we must he
Would this be reason

able if there were no doetvines which

Jicve in Him.

we should believe?  We need only 1
fer to a single ural passage
this kind : (St. Sy {

| peak to you, and you oeli
not : the t I do in the name

of my
me. D

they give te
u do not

of Mv sheep.

timony of
belicve because

My sheep hear
aud I kKnow them, and they

YOu are no
My voice ;
follow Me

We would therefore

correspondent that the v

there is so

suggrest

to our
ry fact that
much diversity of apinion
among Protestants on the obligati

ion of

faith in the doctrines ol Christianity,

tho noeces: of teachers, should

and

i i ho wda 4
convince hia ae needs instrac-

ltion from a pastor : not indeed from
"a member of a self-constituted pastor-
ate, but from a pastorate which has by
Apostolic succession authority to teach
just as the Apostles received their com-
mission from our Lord. We learn
from Eph. iv., 11, ete., that Christ ap-
pointed a teaching body in His Church
“for the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edi-
fying of the body of Christ (His Church,)
. . that henceforth we be no
more children tossed to and fro, and
sarried about with every wind of doc-
trine by the wickedness of men, by
cunning craftiness by which they lie
in wait to deceive.”

It is scarcely necessary for us to add
that a duly authorized ministry is to
be found only in the Catholic Church.

From what we have said it will be
seen that we are not to construct creeds
for ourselves, but that we are bound to
accept the creed which Christ Himself
delivered to His Apostles to he taught
“to every creature.” Further, we are
told that if any house or city receive
not the Apostles while they are ful-
filling their mission ‘‘it will be more
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorra in
the last day than for that house or
city.”

It would from our corres-
pondent’s letter that he has a great
aversion to pay anything for his re-
We fear that there are many
who are not disposed to make any sac

appear

ligion.
rifices for God's sake : but we would
God Himself, under
the Old Law, instituted a means of per-

remind him that

manent support for the priesthood :and
it is but just that they who devote
themselves entively to the spiritual
care of their flocks should receive an
adequate support.

AT HIS OLD WORK At; AIN.

“The spirit of mutual
and brotherly love that has attended
our Canadian Methodist Union, both in
its consummation and operation, is a

concession

clear proof of the presence of the Holy
Ghost in the movements of the Church
of God."”

tendent Carman of Canada to the Gen-

Address of General Superin-

eral Methodist Conference held recently
at Omaha
Undo

paticnt, is

edly that charity which ““is

kind, is not ambitious,
thinketh no evil, endureth all things,”
L

is declared by God's apostle to be the
stof spiritual gift istr

areate

Of this true
charity there is notin America a clergy-

man of any denomination who has

shown himself to be more deficient

the Rev. Dr.

than
Carman,
The charity on which he passes

differ-

euded

such a eulogy is of quite a

ent character from that

Paul. It is entire

recon

by St

substitute for true charity

resembles  the

genuine

does the charity whi

man who is in a burnii

is secure from danger, re

which assures him that there is dm

ind would rescue him from it even at
the Al ril of the rescuer's life,
It was not heretofore th 3 )
Protestan cta 5 to assert that m
berty to raject wl he pleases
of divi clation, a { 1 hi
1 & ill I'he doetrine « h
\thana { 1 W Wy Ix¢
lieveth not the doctrines o Catholi
faith tl 1 d vred shall withou
doubt peri everla g is still
found in the Aa can Pi Bo
and it was certainly tl i I
fethod until recer
lso in the wdards o
1 wa 1

convert the heathen to

arious forms, the a

iple of private juc

direct cause of e

and the advant;

»unity of Catholi

Protestant mind, that

menced to look about for some the
which might make their svstem ap
pear to bhe o wsonal han 1
realiy is; and with th Wwpose in v

th new  th Vo Charity was in
vented, to effect that charity means
that we sh reg all rveligions as

cqually ing to Almighty
(G nristian Church
i ration of them all,
with all theiv divoersity

ry which Dr. Carman

intends us to accept from his words
above quoted from  his Omaha address
1

It would be a doetrine very agreeable

to human pride, it

weh a creed as we

we were allowed to

cons think

proper, to eail it the Gospel of

Chris t we have this

ence from St I

| o g il
heaven, preach a gospel to you besides

that which we have preached to you,
let him be anathema."

It is not a matter of charity to en-
courage those who cling to a false re-
ligion by putting before them the hope
of salvation. It is the command. of
God that all men should embrace the
truth. Those who reject God's truth
cannot be excused from the sin of dis-
obedience to this comwmand, unless it
be impossible for them to know the
true religion ; that is, unless they are
in invincible ignorance of the truth.
It is no more uncharitable for us to
believe this than to believe that they
who have disobeyed any other com-
mandment of God shall be eondemned.
The law is ot of our making in
one case or in the other, and the most
charitable act we can do is to warn our
neighbors not to disobey it. But Dr.
Carman's pretended charity is not so
universal as the above extract would
lead us to believe. During the anti-
Jesuit agitation which was raised by
uncharitable and untruthful parsons,
there was no one more virulent and
mendacious than Dr. Carman in the
utterance of calumnies against the
most zealous and pious religious orders
of the Catholic Church ; and at Omaha
the doctor endeavors to make the
parsons of the United States as virulent
as himself.

He also told the conference at Omaha
that ** the greatest danger to our Pub-
lic school system and institutions and
support of national freedom is the in-
fluence of a hierarchy from abroad,
and the influence of time-serving poli-

ticians.

This sweeping insulttothe politicians
of the two countries is on a par with
Mr. Carman’s former diatribes against
the most respected leading men of both
political parties in Canada, when he
declared that the people “*should sweep
the board.” But the public had too
much good sense to follow his advice
then, and his new vagary will receive
just as little attention.

As regards his attack upon the Cath-
olic hierarchy we have only to say
that he is aware that he
is guilty of false witness.
The Catholic hierarchy are not hostile
Catholics
wish neither to injure nor destroy it.
But we desive to improve it by having
it educate the whole child. We insist

on this, however, for Catholics only, as

perfectly

bearing

to the Public school system.

we have no wish to force our opinions
upon Protestants in regard to the char-
If we
wish our children to be educated mor

acter of the education given,
ally and doctrinally as well as in secu-
lar sciences there is no injury in this
to the DPublic and
the persistence of Rev. Mr. Carman and

school system,
his brother parsons in asserting that
weare enemies of the system is none
the less a calumny because it is re-
peated by them so constantly, both in

the United States and Canada. It is

time

and th

this. calumny should cease ;

parsons should learn wisdom

fact that notwithstanding

their virulence in attacking the Cath-

wl system of Ontario, the Pro-

testant people of this Province have

wdy  shown twice by their votes
that put no faith in the oft re-
peats hoods of the parsons. DBy

persevering in their

S TTE S,

Mail of the Sth inst. has an
on ** The Pope and Seeret Soci.

which is based upon an en-

crroneous notion of the reasons

on account of which such societies

are condemned by the Church. It

{ rse attitude of the Roman
» Church, both in Europe and
coutinent, in to Free

MASONTY, societies

regal
and to those secret
are  conducted
lines,
fact that these o
on of life into which the
pri is forbidden to enter. ¢ All or
nothing,’ is the motto of the Ultra-
montanes in education, in politics and
in benevolence,  Asneither the Masons,
nor the Oddtellows, nor the Foresters,
nor the Good Templars, or kindred
societies, will pl themselves under
v command of the Chnrch, any more
v Orange order will, they
I under under the Papal
¢ faithful are duly warned
st joining them."

wl somewhat on
arises probably from
vzations set

It is enough that the il acknowl-

edges that the reason it assigns for the
condemnation of secret socicties is only
a ‘‘probable " one, to convince any
reasoning reader that the writer of the
art

Knows nothing of the subject on |

which he assumes that he is qualified |
the public with all the
Vhy should a '
aiven at all, when
the actual reasons for which the pro-,
hibition has been issued ave perfectly

to instruct
authority of an expert.

probable reason be

well known, as they are made public
without any hesitation ?

It is not because any given society
is not under control of the Church that
it is forbidden, but because there is
something' contrary to the moral law
in its organization. Thus what is
mercly an insurance company or any
other business association is by no
means condemned ; but if such an
organization has certain secret opera-
tions which it is afraid to make known
to the public, or to the clergy, who are
the guardians of morality, we may
very justly suspect that there is some-
thing unlawful about it ; and if attend-
ance at its meetings becomes a trap
leading to evil personal habits, or to
neglect of religion, it becomes a duty
to abandon it.

The Catholic Church, however,
has condemned secret societies on
strictly moral grounds. An oath is a
sacred appeal to Almighty God, calling
upon Him to witness a truth or to
accept a promise. This solemn appeal
is not to be made rashly or for insuffic-
ient reasons. False, rash, unjust and
unnecessary oaths are forbidden by the
second, or, as Protestants are pleased to
call it, the third, commandment of the
decalogue. The scriptural conditions
of a lawful oath are that it be taken
“in judgment, justice and truth.”
The oaths of secret societies lack these
conditions, and it is this fact which
usually makes them unlawful.

The have
been condemned by numerous decrees of
the Popes on account of many iniquities
which have been perpetrated under
oath. Plots have
been hatched under it against religion
and good Government, especially in
Europe, and crimes. have been com
mitted under
ofticers which made manifest the
of the oath.
have happened even in America ; but
their actual was not
needed to show that the society is a

I'reemasons, especially,

cover of their

command of Masonic
evil
Masonic T'hese things
perpetration
dangerous one.  The obedience which
is promised by Freemasons, to an irrve-
sponsible head, is of itself an evil
promise, of which the worst use has
frequently been made.

These reasons of themselves are
suflicient toshow that the Church acted
wisely in prohibiting such. societies.
But besides what we have stated, Free-
masonry attempts  to  undermine
ridicu-
lous ceremonial in the place of relig-

Christianity by substituting

ious worship, while it has no faith of
its own.

We are told by the Muil,

as a proof
that the Masons are a good socicty, that
the lodges of the ‘* United Kingdom
have solemnly repudiated the Grand
Orient of France on account of the
omission by the Grand Orient of the
name of the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse, and of all recognition of the
from
true
pean Masons have exhibited more viru-

Grand Lodge above

their pro

ceedings.” It is that the Euro

lence against re

igion than have those
of the United Kingdom, or of this con
tinent, but the language of Masonry is

not even Theistic. It is perfectly
understood that the Great Architect of
the Universe whom the Masons would
substitute for God may be understood
to mean the im
Atheists(

is in fact so interpreted by Atheistice

ginary being called by

hauce or Nature, and the term

Masous. Dut in spite of the repudia
of God Dby

Masons,

tion the Atheistie French

the English and American

Masons still keep their fraternity with
them and boast of it. They must, there-

fore, be held responsible for the

ility to ¢

so obtrusively manifested by the

The Ma«il's allusion to a

Grand
Masonic Ledge in heaven is one of the

blasphemies of Masonry, which even in
this country endeavors to substitute its
absurd ritual for the authorized ser-
This
and it isa

vices and rites of true religion.
is also to be condemned,
sufiicient reason for the condemnation
of any society that it makes such an
attempt. It is likewisc one of the
reasons for which some other socicties
Masonic have

hibited by the Cathol

besides the been pre-

Church.

We will here allow a distinguished
Protestant, Prof. Charles A. Blanchard,
the Chic
Seminary, to enter the aren

President of

20 Theological

as a de-

fender of the action of the Catholie

Church in regard to Masonry. In an
address recently delivered he said :

e conversant  with the

n et will understand that
while Masonry d ctly cliims a religions
character, and pr ses to send those who
couform to its ohligations to ‘the Grand Lodge
above,” the or tion is, clearly and
distinctively, not only non-Christian,  but

Yersons who
W rs on this st

anti Christian, . . . In fact, strange as
1t ippea Masons see quite proud to
say that ates,  savages, robbers and

)

murderers l.-.rﬂ members of their order in
good and regular standing, The Look
titled  *The Mystic Tie,” containing fucts
and opinions illustrating the cliaracter and
tendency of Free Musonry, edited by Albert

“showing that

G. Mackey, whose Lexicon of Froe Masonry
has already been mentioned, contains, we
believe, something like nine different articles
pirates, savages, robbers,
murderers, of men combining two or more
of these characters, have been Masons in
good standing and have promptly recog-
nized their bﬁn«ouic obligations when called
upon to do so, It does not require argument
with intelligent persons to show that an
organization admitting Perm)ns of these
classes, without any professed purpose to
change their actions " is not Christian,”

Nor is Prof. Blanchard alone in op-
position to Masonic and kindred associ-
tions. A meeting of the Pennsylvania
State Reform Association was held last
week atPittsburg,and among the speak-
ers was a Rev. Mr. Stoddard of Boston,
who spoke of ministers who, while
persuaded that secret societies were in-
jurious to religion, kept silent for fear
of giving offéence. He mentioned the
Rev. Dr. Bates, of Massachusetts, who,
he says, while he is a Mason, is at heart
opposed to Masonry. He repeated the
oath of initiation into the Knights
Templar, and pronounced it blasphem-
ous. Finally, he said that the god of
Masonry was not the God of Christian-
ity, and that secret societies are a detri-
ment to the churches, because the
lodges have a ritual, a worship and a
religion that keep men away from the
adoration of Christ.  Other addresses,
equally hostile to the dark organiza-
tions, were delivered, and the
tion pledged itself to work
them.

associa-
against

MUSTELR OF THI
RIGHTERS.

EQUAL

The strength of the Equal Rights
Party, following the leadership of Mr.
Dalton McCarthy, was tested in the
House of Commons on Friday evening,
the 10th inst., on an amendment moved
by Mr. McCarthy to the Redistribution
bill of Sir John Thompson.  As the
amendment was somewhat on the line
of the principle which has been advo-
vated by the Reform Party, it had the

full support of all the Reformersin the |

House. It was expected by some that
under Mr. McC
strong body of

arthy'’s leadership a
Conservative Equal
Righters would also vote against the
Government, but the event proved that
Mr. McCarthy has just one follower in
the House, Colonel O'Brien, of Mus-
koka, who alone, from the Conscrva-
tive side, voted with his leader. The
Government was sustained by a major-
ity of 47.  During the debate, Sam
Hughes, M. P. for North Victoria, put
himself forward as the champion of
Protestantism by referrving to Mr. Peter
Ryan, of Toronto, as a ** Fenian in the
gallery.”

It is by such contemptible talk as
this that Sam expects to please his
Orange constituents ; but even e re-
pudiated My, Dalton McCarthy's leader-
ship, It leaked out during the discus
sion that Mr. Ryan, to whom Sam re-

ferred as a *‘ Fenian in the ey,

was one of several gentlemen through
whose influence Sam, some time ago,
expected to be appointed to an office
under Mr. Mowat's Government.

Aud have the Equal Righters come

to this after all their bluster ?

EDITORIAL NOTES.
As will be seen by advertisement in
another colwmnn, a spivitual retreat for

ladies will be given in the

Sacred

Heart Academy, in this city, com-

These
held for

mencing on Monday, July 4.

annual r have been

iy years, and the amount of good

The

deserve the

accomplished G

ladies of the &

I alone knows.

cred Heart

gratitude of the people for their great
kindness and thoughtfulness in thus
providing an occasion where

minds
may be taken from the contemplation
oi worldly affairs and centered on the

all-important work of fitting souls for

the eternal home of our Blessed
Redeemer,
Wi publish in this issue three

speeches delivered in the Canadian
House of Commons, on the Gth instant,
by  Messrs,

Curran, and

Devlin, on the Home Rule resolution

Costigan

introduced by the latter gentleman.
There was some difference of opinion
as to the advisability of introducing
the motion—those opposing  holding
the view that as the Canadian Parlia-
ment had already on different occasions
expressed itself as strongly in sympathy
with the people of Ireland, it were un-

necessary to again bring the question

to the front.  The friends of the present

motion contended that on the eve of
the general election in England an ex-
pression of opinion from Canadians
would have much weight in the mother
country. We were delighted to note
that when the resolution was  an-
nounced from the Order Paper, all the
old fire of the Irishmen on both sides
of the House re-kindled, and a hearty
endorsement  of the sentiments con-
tained in it expressed. The debate
closed at 6 o'clock, and a vote was not
taken.  After recess other busincss

o ik
was taken up, and , division o
question may not e Wiy,

reached qye
the present session. uring

Tur speeches of the

Orang,
bers were weak and

¢ ey
Im.lxlluh.'

much amusement was eaused | ing

A% =) B ’ y

cross-firing to which they i, l];‘,
v ¢ suh.

jected. Mr. Wallace $aid the pa
of Ireland were as well "_"U\p"“‘,‘ll” ople
people of any other portion of
British Islands, and almos i s
breath declarved that e British (
are busily engaged i, redressipe
grievances that exist, My, \"‘“l'l'\'l'lh
¢ & lle
quickly reminded him of s i1
ency, and he made a ridi ulous
Lo drag himself out of the Pitinto whigj
ke had fallen, Quotationg :
fllll'icllt speeches of Irishmen, delivereg
in times of great excitement, seemeqd
to be the chief reason advanced why
the Orange fraternity shoulq still b
allowed to rule the Emerald Teo ;and
the speakers did not forget to ;,ir
the stale and preposterous superstition
that the Catholics would, in the
of Home Rule being granted, persecute
their Protestant neighbors.
not themselves believe this nonsense
and it is a smirch on their reput '
in the minds of honest men,
such assertions,

asthe
I the samg
abinet
1Consist.

"‘”"'"llt

from

1 be

eveng
They do

ations,
1o make
Dalton McCarthy Wi
as bitter asa soured, ambition

and dis-

appointed politician could well e, Ify
deliberately threw himsel 1 a lofty
political pedestal into Devil's T] ;
ism, and it is more than lik v he will
remain at the foot of s for

many a year to come
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Itsays:
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|
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offering him advice as t
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st that when we ask |

ge her fiscal policy it comes

dangerously near dictation as to how

she ought to conduct her husiness

OUR contemporary’s | s abou
as halting as that of Grand Master
Clarke Wallace, who declarved that the
Canadian Parliament had no right to
pass a Home Rule resolut

terfere in any way with Old Cow
politics, when, a few days previously,
the Grand Orange Lodge, of which he

is the Most Worshipful Grand
sent across the ocean an { sym
pathy, overflowing with **N\ ider

ism,” to the brethren

While it is perfectly

Grand Lodge to boom the «a

system, it is a great crim 1e pari

of the Canadian Commons to recom-

mend justice and

Rev. Dr. Douvaras, M

again entered the p | wd
no doubt both of the 2 I 1
the country will be ied horri
fied in turn at his for 2isn
~ir John | toi he
seems to entert ) ( died
and  most he
S1ee) v 1
Josui He says he is \
but same breath 0
holds the H ir Wil I ier
in the hi st honor on tl t
his elevation of character

tion for his eloquence.’ b A

is worthy of his confidence, too, e
savs, but he inserts a savi clause
thus : “‘nothwithstanding some abate:
ments.” The abatements a: 1
forth because Mr. Abbot does not keep
good compauy, ‘¢ the ornamenta Hag

gart and Caron the exquisite
styles them, beir nsidered vt

hoys, whom Sir J. J. C. Abbott should

hun or ** the goblins 1l get hi

Bur Dr. Douglas, after all, meredy
touched upon politics aud

His utterance was a screech of bat
of SirJohn Thompson, We willcopya

few of his references to that zen

man: **The dark horse, who, but 1ol
the uncovering of last €
might have held powerover Jomil
jon.”  ““Look at this man, son {
North of Ireland Protestant and
Methodist parents, a huml !
master, who came to Halil m‘
the forties.” ¢ Under the influence of
occult forces, which honor forbids that
I shall name, he abandoned the faiid
of his Protestant father.” ¢+ Heent I
the Nova Scotia Legislature aud

it for all i was worth.” Dr. D. 18
evidently no novice in the use ol =al “i

Growing eloguent, inc ymsistent,
robustuous, he procecds:

ATt i hi8

“ Not stainless was Sir Olive

lar, but the bare-taced
m Thompson toenl
ical intlu  his corel
by the gerryinander now
woull bo sufileient, if perpe
to blight the reputation of any M
ever influential. The trail of m]
;runs through it all. It canuot bt

ey
«

that 18

JUNE 18,
—

shall pass—that this
olectorate of this c
ambition.  We disc¢
the rancor of party,
ity, but in what we v
of fairness.”

WE cannot omit
finale—a magnifi
Roman candles :
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and replace tl
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A rew weekss
an address Lord
hishop Vaughan
tion this subject
expressing the g
must feel to this
Pope) that the g
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Cardinal Manni
upon a man so d
who know him,
shade of opinio
At his enthronen
Dr. Vaughan all
and peculiar pos
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