uay 14 M. JAT '

€ atholic Record,

'S ” THE EARLY MARTYRS AN EVI.

. meaymto its trath, The New Testa-

" They were, therefore, commissioned to
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' DENOE TO CHRISTIANITY,

' 'The term Martyr is originally & Greck
word siguifying witoes. It was applied
to those who, baving actual knowledge of
@B event by pasticipation thereln or by
Jeesence thereat, gave freely their testi-

afient, written, for the most part, originally
in Greek, frequently employs the word in
this sense. Its tramition of mesning to
the sense in which it is at present used
. took place at & very estly perlod, and
~ followed very paturslly from the appli-
oation of the term by our Lord to His
Apostles. In charging them to preach
His gospel, He said to them, immediately
‘before His Ascension into Heaven : “You
shall receive the pow.r of the Holy Ghost
coming upon you, and you shall be
withesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in
_all Judea, and Bamaris, and even to the
uttermost part of the earth™ Acts i, 8,

declare, first to the Jews, and afterwards
to the Gentiles, the coming of Christ as
#he Moesslas. The necesary consequence
of their testimony thus given had been
slready foretol to them by Him : “Then
dhall they deliver you up to be sfilicted,
and shall put you to death : and you shall
De hated by all nations for my name's
.mke,” B8t Matt, xxiv, 9. “That which I
4ell you in the dark, spesk ye in the
Wight; and that which you hear in the ear,
proach yo upon the house-tops. And fear
ot them that kill the body, and are not
-@ble to kill the soul; but rather fear him
‘that can destroy both soul and body into
bell . . . Every one, therefore, that
sball confess me before men, I will also
confes him before my Father who is in
Aeaven.” x, 28, 32,

It thus appears that the early witnesses
who, In the presence of Jews and Gentiles,
attested the miraculous events of Christ's
life on earth, especially His divine mission,
Hie Resurrection and Ascension, as the
basis on which Christianity was founded,
could expect nothing else than that they
should be persecuted for Christ’s sake.
Pageal:m was to be ov: wn, its idols
0 be utterly destroyed, fi sentiments
of pride, ambition, greed, which actuated
men, the new virtues of bumility, self-
sacrifice, fraternal charity, were to be
substitated one God was to be adored
instead of the many to whom temples
were erected and public worship was
offered. The Jews were in expectation of
a Baviouz who should deliver them from
the power of the Romans, and re-establish
the Jewish kingdom. The doctrines
preached by the aposties were therefore
ontirely at variance with the wishes or
expectations of all, and could not but ex-
«lite the most strenuous opposition, espect-
ally from those who had interested
motives to retaln the old order of things.
Thus when Sta, Paul and Alexander
taught in Epesus, “They are mot God's
which are made by havds,” the silver-
smiths under the leadership of Demetrius
ralsed & tumult againat them because thelr
“oraft was in davger,” and easily excited
the populace with the cry that “the temple
of great Diana shall be reputed for nothing
-and her majesty sball begin to be destroyed
whom all Asla and the world worship.
peth.” (Aots, xix.) By becoming Christians,
none could hope for earthly gain; and in
the whole period down to the establish.
ment of the Christian Empire by Constan-
tine the Great, in the early part of the
fourth century, tortures aud death were
to be expecied. Taus Tertullian called
the Christian faith “an engagement to
martyrdom.” This was foreseen by our
Lozd, and foretold by Him, and the only
consolation he offered was in the futare
life: “You shall be hated by all men for
My name’s sake : but he that shall per.
severe unto the end, he shall be saved.”
(St. Matt. x.) Thus we see how the name
martyr come to be applied to those who
bad maificed their lives in testimony to
the facts on which Christlanity is based,

The testimony of the early Christian
martyrs, vast as their number is, forms an
irrefragable proof of the divinity of the
Christian religion, There is no stronger
-avidence of sincerity of belief than readi.
aew to lay down one's life In testimony
to that which is asserted, and when this
testimony has refereace to facts which
‘bave oocurred, rather than to merely
speculative opinions, sincerity becomes
an evidence of truth, A person may be
sincere, yet miectaken, when he astates
merely bis opinion. But if he be sincere
in his testimony regarding a fact of which
he has certain cognizance through his
senees, or otherwlse, his testimony is true.
Yet, even in this case, though the teati-
mony were in fact true, there might
be room for us to suspect either the
sincerity of the witness, or the certainty
of his knowledge of the fact, if he were
slons. There Is & strong antecedent pro-

babllity in favor of the sincerity even of
a single witnes who is ready to suffer, or
1f neoessary to endure death in attestation
of his statement of facta, yet oases have

besn known of persons who would do o

through some human motive, as pride, or '
arrogance, ot love of noterlety, but it is

cantrary to the nature of mankind that s
multitade of men diffarivg from each
other in manners, babits, position in life,
and in physlcal endurance, should com-
spire to attest fictions when they have no
temporal interest to deceive, and that
they should persist in thelr testimony
though they know that for so duing they
ohall be condemned to s cruel death, If
they are, besides, men of known probity
and virtue, their testimony is irresistible
that their testimony is true, Such is the
case with the Christian martyrs. Tholr
sumber, durivg less than the first three
bundred years of the existence of Christian.
ity, would beineredible if the evidenoe of it
were not most positive and conclusive.
A moderato estimate is that they excesded
twelve million throughout the Roman
Empire, This would give over 1,333,000
for each generation. These comprised
young and old, wesk and strong, men,
women and children, rich and poor,
officiala of the Empire, members of the
Impezial housebold and family, artisans
and peasants, Apostles of Christ, Popes,
Bishops, Priests, soldiers, laics of every
degree.

1t is difficult, nay, impossible, after. the

lapre of from sixteen to eighteen centuries
to demonstrate to the satisfaction of ali
minds, the numbez, exactly, of those who
suffered. But there is evidence abundant
to prove that the number was immense,
All who bave visited even curorily the
Roman catacombs are stricken with won.
der at the extent of these anclent under-
ground Christian cemeteries, and the vast
number of bodies interred in-them; and
those who have studied the inecriptions
are well aware of the very great propor.
tion of martys who are there ‘‘deposited
in peace.” The length of these streets
of the dead is sald by Nortbcote to be
certainly not less than three hundred
and fifty miles, while Marchi places it at
cight hundred or nine bundred miles, and
the number of graves at between eix and
seven millions. The persecutions of
Christians daring the first three centurles

were not confined to Rome, but extended

throughout the Roman Empire, so that
the total number of sufferers must have
been exceedingly great. There are, besides,
testimonies of bistory to show in many
instances the wholesale charatter of the
slaugbter. The general persecutions were
ten in number, besides those that were
local. The first general persecution was
under Nero, A. D, 64 to 68, during which
88, Peter and Paul suffered; the 10:h
began under Diocletion, A, D. 303,

Accounts of these persecutions are given
both by Christian and Pagan writers:
Tacltus, Sulpitias, Tertulllan, Fliny, Sue-
tonius, Hegesippius, Celsus, Origen, Lac-
tantius, Melito, Ensebius, Jerome, Justin
Martyr, Oyprian, Dionysius of Alexandria
and many others, At Lyons, nineteen
thousand suffered with St, Irermas. Six
thousand six hundred and sixty six were,
in the Theban legion, put to death by
order of Maxentiue: two hundred thou.
sand perished under Sapor II, in Perals,
according to Suzomen,

Of the remorselees cruelty with which
tortures were inflicted, Tacitus is a suffi.
clent witness, Heo states that Nero in-
flicted most cruel punishments, “Some
enclosed in the skins of bemsts were
devoured by dogs, some were crucified,
others were wrapped in pitch garments,
and were set on fire to serve as lights to
illuminate the night.”

Further: These sufferings were endured
as & testimony to the truth of the miracu-
lous facts on which Christianity is founded.
The sufferers were not accused of any
other crime but that of belng Christians,
It is true this crime was made under pre-
text that they were implous towards the
gods, refusing to adore them and to sacri-
fice to idols, and that they weze guilty of
pernicious superstition, but these accu:
sations were merely various forms of the
one supposed crime, Pliny ackuowledges
in his letters to Trajan that no other crime
could be found sgainast them.

From all this it follows that this
immense multitade of sufferers were will-
ing to endure the most exquisite tortures
to attest the truth of miraculous facts, of
which they bad been themselves witnessee:
the miracles of Christlanity. Itisrecorded
that the twelve apostles were among the
number of those who suffered, besides
nearly all of the most illustrious and
learned Christians of the first three cen-
turies, The sincerity of such witnesses
cannot be doubted.

The facts they attest are such that it was
eary for them to know their truth or
falsity,. Many among the martyrs were
eye:-witnesses to these facts, others were
contemporary with them. The facts
themselves were public, and were such
that the senses could take cogmizince of
them, It was, therefore, impoasible that
they should be decelved in regard to
them. They were, therefore, neither im-
postors, nor were they themaclves mis-
taken, and the facts must really have
occurred as related. Henoe it necessarily
follows that Cbristianity Is founded upon
supe:natural events, and is the work of

God,

Baldes: These sufferings, which were
beyond the endurance of physical nature,
were endured oaly through the grace of
God,. The martyrs relied not on_their

The Liberals of Birmingkam seem now
st last to bave risen and recovered from
wledge | the stupor caused by Mr, Chamberlain’s
treachery. At the time of his defection,
be bad control of the Birmingham
Liberal orgunization, The following des.
patch shows that he has lost his hold
upon his old friends and constituents :
“The ooercionist cause has received its
severest final rebuff in the heart of the
Birmingham caucus., In the newly
elected Liberal Council a resolution was
moved condemning ooercion, The
Unionist section adjured the oouneil, in
the sacred name of Jobn Bright, not to
pass what practically would be a vote of
oensure on their honored representative,
Theappeal was in vain, and the resolu-
tion was carried by a vote of 97 to 61,
The full import of this can hardly be
appreciated outside of Birmingham.”

Their constaccy, therefore, was ftself the
work of God, aud frequently the pegans
weta themselves obliged to ackno
this, Cbrist bimself in foretelliog these
sufferizgs, promised the grace to enable
His martyrs to endure them : and thus
also 8¢, Paul admonishes the Philippians :
“For unto you it is given, for Christ, not
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer
for Him,” (i 29)

A GREAT 1kIUMPH SCORED,

Mr. Gladatone bes just scored & maguf.
ficent triumph. The grand old man has
badly cornered his Tory opponents on the
breach of privilege committed by the
Times in i's ascaults on the Irish national
party. For many days the Tories howled
themselves hoarse to know why Mr, Pas-
pell and bis assoclates did mot court en-
quiry into the Zimes' charges, Mr. Glad-
stone bas moved for a Parliament.
sry investigation into charges where-
Irish members bhad been
maligned to an  enormous
tent, holding that no matter what the
government might do, the country had
determined to give the Irish members
full justice, even indulgent justice, see.
ing that their honor and character were
atatake, The Tory government, controll-
ing the present Commons by & msjority
of more than 100, clearly dreads anm in.
vestigation by a Parliamentary ocom-
mittee of its own choosing, and in the
face of precedent, reason and prudence,
seek to shirk its respomsibility in the
Even the ultra Tory Standard
“The Govern-

Bishop of London, will preach .n St.
Mary’s Church, Hill street, city, on
next Sunday,at High Mass, which begins
at half past ten o'clock.

resigned. The resignation was sent to
Rome ‘six weeks ago, and the formal
acceptance hss just been received. Bishop
Borgess was consecrated bishop April 24,
1879.

excused from attending a meeting in favor
of the anti vaccination movement, gives
as one of his reasons the statement that
he is busily engaged in opposing the com-
pulsory inoculation of the whole Irish
nation with the Coercion Bill.

ocondemns its course :
ment’s proposal for getting rid of the
question of privilege partakes too clearly
of the character of a makeshift to satisfy
Parlisment, the public, or even, we
should think, the ministers themselves,
The proposal is not practical because the
Parnellites will not accept it. It is not
justifisble becauase, first, the Government
bave no quarrel with the Times, and
second, no public offence has been com-
mitted. If a breach of privilege has
been committed it is & matter for Parlia-
ment. If not, we are at a loss to under-
stand why the Gvernment should take
it upon themselves to prosecute the
Mr. Gladstone's amendment,
though so narrowed that it is impossible
for the house to acoept it, indicates the
direction in which the only safe solution
can be looked for,
must improve upon his suggestion..by
enlarging the socope of the enquiry so-as
to make it apply to the
indictment against the P.
If no action is taken the .
nellites will be in a better position than
they were before and will make uﬁul
out of the whole ¢ffair.”
is quite just in maintaining that none but
s fool or an enemy would advise ‘the
Nationalists to court enquiry before
an ordinary court of law.
the only court of competent jurisdiction

has recelved a letter from Emperor Wil
lism, in which the Emperor thanks the
Pope for his wise and concillatory co-
operation in settling the Ecclesiastical Bill,
and expresses the hope that the present
religlous peace will never be disturbed.

that the Life and Poems of our Holy
Father, Leo XIII., bave been published,
Not only the Catholic people, but,
indeed, all who value true poetry, will
bail with delight the appearanee of this
volume. It will'be sold by subscription
only. To the People’s Publishing Co,
Toronto, we are indebted for the appear.
anee of this beautiful book, and we trust
they will be abundantly rewarded for
their enterprise. * We will refer at length
to the poems in our next issue,

The Government

recently gave a performance in Pailadel-
phia entitled “McSwiggin's Parliament.”
The nasty thing was very properly hissed
off the atage by the Liishinen among the
sudlence. This is the same “combination”

SOUND ADVICE. an Irish play,  Such men snd such per-

Calmness should be one of the chief
characteristics of the Irish race in the
present phase of its struggle, Mr, Wm-
O'Brien, who is by a certain section of
the press, ignorantly, if not maliciously,
denounced as a *“firebrand,” just before
leaving Ireland made the followingspeech
in the presence of a justly exasperated
body of his fellow countrymen : “We can
afford to practice the advice of your illus-
trious leader, to bear things patiently,
We can afford to wait until that tremen-
dous tide of English opinion that is
rining wili overwhelm this Tory Govern.
ment of coercion and extermination,
until it will bury them and bury
landlordism a thousand leagues under

manded that a committee of the House of

charges made by the London Times sgainet

a2 not to include a single Iiish member.
This the Government refused, having as
their purpose the prosecution of the Times
in & court of law wherein it counld easily
be arranged to return & verdict againat the
Irish party,

elder of the Presbyterian Churchy Balti-
more, recently made the following public
declaration : “When I was a young man
and unconverted, I used to think I did
God service in denouncing the Chureh of
Rome. NowI see that I was wrong.”
We would be glad if our Protestant
neighbors of London were to commit this
tentence to memory, The clerical tramps
who come here from the E wt to enlighten
them in regard to *‘Popery,” and—taks up
a collection—should be given the cold
shoulder by men of intelligence,

knees of our enemies to.day are
trembling, and they are groaning in
their secret hearts,
yan has deserted them,
the most venomous enemy we have got
—Mr, Ohamberlain—two days ago was
repudiated by his own town of Birming:
ham. Iord Hartington, another of our
enemies, made a speech the other night
which sounded f.om beginning to. end
lik} one moan of despair, and the very
policemen—seven of them resigned in
Caastle island. The Irish blood of these
men's mothers is beginning to stir and
to revolt in their veins against the work
they have to do.”

Sir George Trevel-

time was a Radical of the Radicals, but
now a Tory of the Torles, atiil fondly
imsgines he is leader of the Liberal party
and that his few followers constitute that
party. Mr, Joreph Chamberlain lately
said he would willingly welcome Gladstone
and his followera back to the old Liberal
party. Home Rule, Mr, Joseph Cham-
berlain esaye, is the new herery, Little
doubt is there, however, that Mr, Joseph
Chamberlain would to-morrow become a
‘“heretic” were Mr. Gladstone and hia

A SKLVERE REBUKE,

Birmingham has long been known as
one of the most intensely Liberal conati-
tuencies in Eogland, Liberal organiza.
tion there had been reduced to practical
Two ofits representatives,
Mesars, John Bright and Joseph Cham-
berlain, having gone over to the enemy
on the Irish question—the party has
since grievously suffered there, both
in discipline and organisation,
the last gemeral election these two
gentlemen were not only able to seocure
seats for themselves
Mr. Qladstone, but

Mr. Joseph Chawmberlain,

on the Queen to present an address, It ia
not proper for these gentlemen to speak
in bebalf of the colonies without creden-
tials. It is not, indeed, the correct thing

also win  seat, for | for them to spesk at all, either in bebalf

own atrength, but prepared themselves by
prayer, fastiog sad penitential works,

gt y

the Tory Mr, Matthews, now Home

of themselves or others, unless they speak
Seoretary in the Salisbury Cabinet,

the truth, Ia their addeets this sentence

U LRl R b

EDITORIAL NOTES.

His Lordship Rt. Rev. John Walsh,

Bismor PoReEss, of Detroit, has

MR. GLAD:TONE, in a letter asking to be

TrE Pope, we are informed by cable,

WE ARE pleased to be able to announce

BaRrY and Fay,the“Irish Comedians,”

which occaslonally presents us with “Mul-
doon’s Picnic,” & low and vulgar and
meaningless exbibition which they term

formances are no credit to and should not
be patronized by Irishmen.

Tre anollllu_n—tcw days ago de-

Commons be named to investigate the

the Irish members, Mr, Dillon said he
would be eatisfied to bave it so constituted

Rev. Dr Wu. H, Purcecr, s rullug

MR JoskPH CHAMBERLAIN, who at one

followers to acknowledge as their leader

A ()LONIAL DELEGATION recently waited

oceurs: “No ope In the Queen’s wide
domision is sahjact to any other sway
than that of even aud impartial law.”
This sentence we hold to be untrue, and
our witness is General Baller, who de-
clazed that the law in the county Keery
was administered enthely for the benefit
of therich, Had he visited other parts
of Ireland, doubtless he would report a
like condition of affalrs, Multitudes of
other witnesses could be found amongst
those who crowd the emigrant ships,
flying s they are from & country where
the classes revel in luxury and the masses
live in squalor, It might be mentioned as
of interest to our Canadian readers that
8ir Alexander Campbell and Mr, Sanford
Fleming occupled on this occasion a “We
the people of Canada” posture,

weeks been said and written concerning
the vikit of Mr, William O'Brien to Canada.
He comes bere entirely on his own re-
sponsibility, and asks the Canadian people
to give him a hesring. He proposes to
lay before us the true state of affairs
in Irelatd s regards landlords and
their tenants, and will refer more
particularly to the case of the
people evicted from Lord Lans-
downe's estate by his agent the crael
Townsend Trench. It must be borme in
mind that Canada is a free country and
that any ma, 80 lang as he keeps within
the law, has a right to expreas his views on
any given subject. A section of the people
of this country will perhaps not agree
with ue in this assertion. Those who favor
the policy of coercion and oppose Home
Rule—more especially the Orangemen,who
are less Leish than the natives of Bulgaria
—will assert that Mr. O'Brien has no busi-
nees here.  That s entirely the affair of
Mr, O'Brien and those who think with
him, Those who do not want to hear him
—those who prefer to shape their viewa
of Irith affairs on statements made by
Ireland’s persecators—are at Jiberty to
stay away, We will now see whether
those who proclaim themselves from the
bousetops lovers of “free speech” are
veally sincere, or if they mean they are
lovers of free sapeeck—for themeelves.

A GREAT DEAL has within the lsst fow

Correspondence of the Catholic Record.

THE CATHOLIC COLORED MISSION

OF WINDSOR, ONT.

Tuaesday, 5th of Msy, was s day of

gladness and joy for the children attend-
ing the Catholic colored mission school of
Windsor, For some days preparations had
been made for the long looked. for visit of
tluV‘ Rwﬁoﬁﬁ:'%uﬂ&ﬂlu Sis-

f Jesus snd ., ‘Thae school room
m\?on suitably ornamented with flowers hig
and evergreens, and everything looked
clean and trim. The children were

dressed in their best holiday attire, and
mted & truly creditable lgpunnu.

ith the exception of & few who are on
the sick list, there was a fall attendance.

As the Rev. Mother entered, accompan-
fed by balf a dozen sisters of St. Mary’s
Academy, the children arose and entoned
a beautiful song of welcome, Afcer
snother appropriate hymn bad been chan-
ted with Jnn glee, a bright and intelli.
E.“ little glel of twe vz Miw Fina

ynes, lup(pod forward, and with perfect
command of voice and .%-tnn, spoke &
beautiful and well-worded ad w
was vary creditable indeed to one only so
short a time under the training of the
good nuna,

The substance of the address was, that
though the least and bumblest of the goo&
mothers’ children, they confidently ap-
proached her, to thank her for Lvlng
been s0 kind as to condescend to gladden
their young hearts by this visit to thelr
school, and also for invalusble benefit
she had conferred upon them by dotail-
ing one of the devoted religious of her
order to take charge of their education.
Indeed their gratitude was so great that
they had not language adequate to ex-
Eral it, but they knew her mother’s

eart would be able fully to realize and
appreciate it, It would be their most
o rnest endeavor to profit eo well by the
wholesome leassons they were belng taught,
that they would ever prove themselves
worthy of the kind interest which wes
taken in their welfare. They fondly
hoped that they might be allowed for
many days to remain under the care and
tuition of & mistress s0 devoted to them

as was the good :ister who had presently
the charge of their school, and that the

good God might reward a huvdred-fold

all their kind benefactors for the sacrifices
they were making in their bebslf, To

this besutiful address the Very Rev.
Mother, who was deeply moved by a spec-

tacle 80 novel to her, the first of the kind

in her experience, responded in aubstance
as follows :

She was glad, and it was for her a cause

of real happiness, to find herself for the
first time among her Catholic colored
children, She was surprised to find such
a large number of children at this achool,
and likewlse to see them 80 wel' disciplined.
She was sure they were all good children
and that they fully appreciated the
saciifices that were being made to
procure for them the benefit

and solid Christian education. She ex-

of a good
horted them to apply themselves particu-

larly to the study of their catechism, with-

out neglecting the other branches of learn.

ing. On her return two years hence, she

would be happy to find them, increased
in number, inetalled in: a goocf and ‘com-
fortable school bullding, which it was the
intention of their good pastor to erect for
them in the near future. At all events
they could rest assured that she would
ever take the deepest interest in their
wellare, and do all that lay in ber power
to procure their bappiness and advance.
meatin Christian edacation. Afterthisone

of the little boys, who by the way s
real nuhhn"g.doma,wm p‘b:
wmq:‘ l‘ot tunes. on & mouth

¢

20 mu, chanted the
le school, term the g,
"'The Very Rev, Motber «m{h‘-

respousibility that rests

outsiders, and woe to him who fails
duty in that regard. We may not

writer of this that her vialt to
the colored

has perfectly won her

n
heatt in favor of these ild
:::l.h. thought this ‘o':luwotk o by

d
ve the encoursgement of ou.f i:::

bave at heart the gl f God
salvation of souls, S il

THE MODE OF CUNVERSION:

Catholic Review.
There is no more important question

for Catholics than, “How shall our Pro.
umng friends be coaverted to the
i

That great work lies before us,

an
must press heavily upon the mind n:
oconscience of every sinoere, devoted
Catholic, We know that we have the
truth, We believe, without doubting,
that the Catholic Church is the true
exponent of Ohristianity, the only true
body ot Christ—the real home of the

We believe that the Catholic

religion is just what our friends need to
make them truly happy and to give
dignity, stability and strength to our
na

tion, and we have not a doubt that if

that religion were properly presented to
them they would see and n!;puohta its
surpassing beauties and excellencies,
and be irresistibly drawn to embrace it,

But how shall the Catholic Church be

presented to outsiders in such manner
ai to attract them to it? The Bishop of
Nottingham, England, strikes the right
key in his recent Lenten pastoral, When
speaking of the conversion of England,
he dwells upon the great change that
has taken place in years pust and sugurs
well for the future. ‘Signs
wanting,” he says, “of a return from the
apostasy with which the land has so long
been cursed,

are not

Foremost among these is

tke adoption, one by one, of the truths
an.:ipnoﬁou that were discarded, The

bones on the plain have come

together, and sinews and flesh have éome
upon them, We await in hope the day
when they shall receive their life from
the Spirit of Truin and shall rise

a Catbolic nation. “Meanwhile,” he
asks, ‘‘what is our duty?” and with
great force and pertinency he replies :
“It is to be thorough Catholies—Uatho-
lics not only in name, but in deed; prac.
tical Catholics, fulfilling all our duties
to God and to our neighbor, praying,
hearing Mase, frequenting the sacra-
ments, keeping the days of fasting and
abstinence, avoiding sin, practising vir-
tue, loving God—this is the way us
to assist in the conversion of our country,
and there is no other,”

That strikes at the very heart of the

matter. There is no other way. Our

Protestant friends will not read, but they
will observe and they will judge from

what they see and hear, Every man

who bears the name of Catholic neces-
sarily bears & portion of the weight of
uﬁn us all of

recommending the Catholic religion to
B

pious, fervent and devoted, like Freder-
ick Ozanam, for instance, but we can all

set an example of virtue, integrity and
h-nud:onu .Ilr'on . 4

ity oo the
world that to be a Catbolic is the best
ntee they can have of downright
esty and cobscientious, unswerving
fidelity to duty in any and och .
ment ot life, In fact, the world expects
it of us, They seem to have an intuitive
apprehension of the fact that Catholics,
by virtue of their very profession, ought
to be different from other Oopic, and
they are dissppointed as well as scandal-
ized when they meet with instances of
prevarication and inconsistency.
Our Protestant friends very generally

are coming to lack confidence in their-

own position, and they naturally look to
the Catholic Church as a city of refuge
from the storms of doubt and umoer-
tainty with which they are

v
Think what an awful responsibility must.

rest upon the professed Catholic,
whether in business, in politics, ot in
social or professional life, who swerves
from the striot line of rectitude, and by
inconsistent and unworthy conduct gives
occasion to the enemy to sneer, if not to
blaspheme, and throws doubt upon the
mind of the honest secker after & surer
and better way, There is no other
gnnehing 80 eftective as that of example,
ur conduct preaches, whether we
or no, and we are necessarily “a savor of
life unto lifs, or a savor of death unto
death” to those with whom we oome
into contact, And we know of nothing
more awful in the whole range of Serip-
ture than that solemn declaration of our
Lord—*‘It is impossible that scandals
should not come, but woe to him through
whom the scandal cometh, It were
better for him that a mill.stone were
banged about his neck and he cast into
the sea, than that he should scandalise

one of these little ones,”

IRISH NEWS BY CABLE.

Parnell has selected Wm, O'Brien,

editor of the United Ireland of Dublin, as

the Home Rule candidaie for north-east
Cork, to fill the vacanoy in the House of
Commons caused by the resignation: of
Leamy (Home Ruler), ;

Home Rule agitation has been ‘organ.
jzed throughout the west of E llnﬂ%
Earl of Roscberry is anncunced to :
at Plymouth on 20:h inst, in favor of the
movement. Hon. Jas. Stanfield, ex-Pre-
sident of the Local Government Board,
will make a Home Rale speech at Newton,
on Juue 4, and Baron Wolvaton and Mr.
Sexton will address a meeting in favor of
the Gladstone policy at Exeter in June.

A Dublin despatch says :—Mr, Par.

nell’s health is better, His physician

says he hopes that Mr. Parnell will be
able to be in his place in the House of

Commons in & few days,

An application for the release of Father
Keller, the priest of Youghally who was
imprisoned in Kilmainhsm for refusing to

testify regarding his connection with the
plan of campaign, has been dismissed,

CHURCH DEDICATION.

v .‘"” Ql”. of Mercy.

BY JAMES CLARENCE MANGAN.

ved a Euight, long years ago,
» carnal, vain, devotivnless;
abave, or hell below,
@ touk no thought, but undismay'd,
is course of wickedness.
beart was rock ; he never prayed
be forgiven for all his Lreasons ,
He obly suid, At certaln seasons,
“0 ¥, Queen of Mercy !"’

“Years roll'd, and found him still the same,
Wllduln\nl plessure’s poison-how!;
Yet folt he now and vhen some shams ;
The torment of the Unudying Worm
At whiles woke in his trembling sou!;
And then though powerless Lo reforn ;
‘Would be, in hop ; 1o appease that sternest
AV s OFy, MOre in varnest,
“Q Mary, Queen of Mercy !"’

At last Youth's riotous time was gone,
And losthiog now came atter sin,
‘With looks yel brown he felt as one
Grown gray at heart, and oft, with tears,
Be tried, but all in yvain, to win
From the dark desert of his years
©One flower of hope ; yet, morn aund evenirg,
Ho il cried, but with deeper meani: g,
%0 Mary, Queen of Mercy !"

A happier mind, a holler mood,
A. purer spirit ruled him now ;
No more in thrall to flesh and blood,

He took a pligrim-steff in hana,

And, under a religicus vow,

Travail'd bis way to Pommerland ;
There enter'd he an humble cloistar,
Exclaiming; while his eyes grew moister,

“Q Mary, Queen of Mercy!"”

re, shorn and cowl’d, he 1aid his cares
axn'do. apd wrought for God alone.
Albeit hesacg no choral prayers,
Nor matiu h{ mn nor laud enuld learn,
He mortified his flesh to stone ;

For him 10 peuance was too stern ;
And often p! 'u he on his Jonely
Cell-couch ut night, but #uill said only,

%9 Mary, Queen of Merey !"

They buried him with Mass avd song
Auo.t'n . um; km:llhlo m? :
o ! & wonder-sight—Ere long
e , blooming from that verdant

m’?ﬂ'ﬂu’ 1ily ever seen ;
And on its n’clal edges r'onnd.
‘Relieving their translucent whiteness,
Did shinethese words, in gold-hued bright

0 Mary, Queen of M.roy !”

And, wou'd God’s angels give thee power,
¢ T , deareat reader, might’st behold
The fibres of this boly flower
"E"’R nging from the dead man's
ea

In tremulous threads of light and gold ;
Then would’st thou choose the better part,
Aud thenoceforth flee £in's foul suggestions ;
Thy scle resprnse 10 moeking quuuoul,

“0 Mary, Queen of Merc, !”

THE MONTH OF MARY.

PRELIMINARY REFLECTIONS ON PRACTICAL
DEVOTIUN TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN,
From Fathe: Debussi, 8. J.

You have heard very often, my dear
Theotime, and always with pleasure, that
the devotion to the Mother of God, in
the opinioa of the holy Fathers, is one of
the surest marks of predestination, as well
as the most powerful means of salvation,

and St. Anselm does not hesitate to assert | b

that & servant of Mary can mever perish.
Well-beloved daughter of the Eternal
Father, Mother of the Incarnate Word,
8pouse of the Holy Ghost, she commands,
rather than solicite in Heaven, eays another
holy Father.

t us love Mary, exclaims St. Be:nard,
with all our hearts and with all the
tenderness of our s ffection, It was through
Mary that He gave us His Sop, and
through her otill flow upon us, the
nﬂﬂm Jesus is the souree of
all grace, aud His divine Heart, the reposi.
tory; his holy Mother is the dispenser of
His cholcest gifts, and the mysterious
channel through which they are trans
mitted to us,

Let us love and serve Mary; all the
salnts invite us to this by their words and
examp'e. Let us love snd serve Mary,
for such Is the earnest desire of the
Church, our tender Mother, who, ever
attentive to all that can secure the
salvation of her children, uncemingly
rem'nds us of the claims of the Queen of
Heaven to our veneration, confidence and
love; hence that universal devotion which
throughout the world has raised altars
and temples to the honor of Mary; hence
those numerous feasts which celebrate the

eur and power of the Mother of

; hence &0!0 pious associations

formed in her honor, which have enriched
the apiritual treasures of the church; hence
the pious custom of saluting her three
times a day in the Angelus, and that
touching practice of the ministers of the
sanctuary, who commence ard terminate
the divine Office by reciting the Angelical
Salutation, s prayer so glorious to shhry
and s0' plemsing, and one which, in the
opinion of St. Ephrem, has become a
new canticle in the celestial hierachy.

“Devotion to the glorlous Mother of
(God,” says & plous author, “brings with it
50 many blessings that the space of eter-
nity alone suffices to & knowledge of the

which flow therefrom. e poor
mn it riches to thelr misery,
the weak strength, the sick a remedy for
sll their woe, the ignorant instruction,
the afflisted consolation, the sinver finds
grace, the just thelr sanctification, the
:):h in purgatory their deliverance. In
o, there is no condition which does not
dhare in itablessings, no nation or kingdom
that does not experience the protection of
the Mother of God. All the earth is full
of the effects of her compassion, Her heart
—this precious heart, which, after her

Son’s is the most loving, the purest, the

tenderest of all hearts-—contains in fteclf

more love and perfection than those of all |

ols and the bleased in heaven, and
ﬁm.:gu her tender compassionate desire
to aid usis greater than that of all the
saints, an'almost infinite number of bless-
ings flow upon all creatures from this
mercifal heart as from an inexhaustible
ot Q your advacate;
lhr{ is your Queen, ;
merit her p{'ohct-ion by your efforts to
make yourself ]&eui in her eyes. A
cause for which Mary pleads can never be
lost. Finally, she is your Mother, Jesus
expiring on the cross declared it, g
his month will be for you a \.mnmful
ooccasion of increasing and testifying your
love for Mayy. Here are some practices
which will uﬂ your fiom desires: N
1 Endnlvo: to h:l‘;“!:h your' t;ng
dutles of religion as well as those of yo
state of lih,g with renewed zeal, and be
uaded that this is the emential point.
you are faitbfal to this counu{ dou
are sure of accomplishing the will of Grod,
aud you also -follow Mary’s injunction at
the marriage-
over Ho may say to you.”

2. Commence at Once to prepare your.

; groat foasta haye their glls,

n;l’:.“ﬁl our n.:n [y i'm. statue or

mage of lLBlc-d Virgin, and estéem

. youmslf fortunate il you succeed in mak:
et r i Ay

foast of Oana: “Do what-



