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I'HE VICTORY OF CHRIST

* Lo, this is our God and He will save

us" (lea. xxv, 9

This is the day of the victory of

Jesus Christ. In rising from the
dead He proved He was the conquer
or. "If Christ be not risen again,
then is our preaching vain, and your
faith is also vain, and we are found
false witnesses of God Your
faith is vain, for you are yet in your
gins. We are of all men most
miserable. But Christ is risen
from the dead (1 Cor. xv, 14-20,
S0 let us then, my dear brethren,

to the glory and the honour of God,
to the encouragement of our own
gouls, celebrate the victory of the
Resurrection.

Christ was the conqueror over
death. He was dead and buried and
all Jerusalem knew it And His ene
mies remembered His words better
than His disciples’ " That seducer
gaid, while He was yet " After
three days [ will rise again (Matt.
xxvii. 63 for fear of that, they
placed a guard at the sepulchre, lest
His disciples might steal His body,

alive,

SO0

and say that He was risen. And
after the Resurrection, His enemies
became the first evangelists, and

spread the tidings through the city.

Good Friday is past, and this is
Eaater Day. The Crucified is risen;
His wounds are His glory; the dead
is immortal; the Man of Sorrows is
the King of Heaven, victor after
the battle.

Christ was victorious over sin.
“The Lord hath laid upon Him the
iniquities of us all,” (Isa. liii. 6,) and
He expiated them by dying on the
cross. Sioners, no lo r the chil
dren of wrath and perdition, on

Easter Day hear their Saviour say to
Mary Magdalene: " Go to My breth
ren, and say to them, I ascend to My
Father and to your Father, My God
and your God. John xx. 17

He was a conqueror likewise over
the of the world, What a
league had been made against Him !
Pharisees, high-priests, Herod, and
Pilate bigotry, envy, paganism,
banded together., They had tried to
ignore and discredit Him, and yet
they had to own, " Behold, the whole
world is gone after Him.” (John
xii. 19.) They had insulted and blas
phemed Him, treated Him with every
indignity and cruelty, crucified Him ;
and He was risen, glorious and im
passible! They tried to stamp out
His very Name, and they lived to see
Him the one power believed in and
adored.

The victory of Jesus Christ,
dear brethren, is not the victory of a
day: it is a victory for all time. For
He rose from the dead, the sSaviour
of the world, claiming the allegiance
and the love of the hearts of men.
Many fail in their duty and ignore
their God, but we will not think of
them to-day; rather let us recall
with joy the memory of those holy
men and women, saints of God, the
fruits of His Redemption, the glory
of His Resurrection. The victory He
loves the most is over the hearts of
men. And the Saints gave Him the
worship and love of their hearts.
There is no half-heartedness, no fear,
no bargain with them: it is “ all for
Jesus.” ‘Lo, this is our God, and
He will save us.’

This veneration and exaltation of
Christ, which began on Easter Day,
has lived and thrived through all the
centuries of time until this very day.
No rival has ever risen to claim the
throne of the hearts of men from the
risen Saviour Jesus Christ.

This veneration and exaltation of
Christ, which began on Easter Day,
has lived and thrived through all the
centuries of time until this very day.
No rival has ever risen to claim the
throne of the hearts of men from the
risen Saviour Jesus Christ.

And where is this Conqueror now ?
In heaven. Yes; but where else ?
In Hie Church. " Behold I am with
you all days even to the
consummation of the world.” (Matt,
xxviii. 20.) The Church is the part-
ner of His victory, and as Christ is,
go is His Church. ' Through Him
and with Him and in Him,” its mis
gion in the world has been one long
triumph., " This is the victory that
overcometh the world, our faith.”
(1 John v. 4)

Like its Master, the Church is vic-
torious over death., How? Because
it does not forsake us at the grave-
gide. The mourners tarry there, and
then in grief retire; but not so the
Holy Church. It transfers the souls

powers
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| they were soon taught to reverence |
| the Name of Christ.

| other millions poisons it.

cise and deflnite its holy dm-trim-,»\
The barbarians overran Europe, but \
The Church be- |
came civilizer, cultivator, builder, as ;
well as apostle, until the barbarians |
became nations ready to take the
place of those effete races, whose |
kingdoms were tottering to their fall.
The Saracens and the Turks followed
on, but the result of the Church’'s
warfare was always victory. Then
the Reformation and the defection of |
Northern Europe; but there were
new continents discovered, and the
Cross of Christ claimed them and
won them to up for the chil
dren that revolted from her.
Then there is the infidelity and god
lessness of later days, but all that
counterbalanced by the increase
unity, loyalty, and piety within
Church itself

For, lastly, like its Master, the
Church'loves to be supreme over the
hearts of men. And in this twen
tieth century it can exultantly thank
(God, on th jaster Day for the num
ber of its children. It can thank
God that over the whole world, in &
thousand dioceses, in countless
churches, the Resurrection is cele
brated with fervent devotion. Hun
dreds of thousands have their
Easter have pledged
again their loyalty and love to the
Church and the risen Saviour. With
one voice they have proclaimed Him
conqueror sin and death and
the powers of the world, and King
for ever over the hearts of men.

Lo, this is God, and he will
gave us,

make

had
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WORLD NEEDS THE
LENTEN SPIRIT

a pleasant sight, and to the
irreligious must be a startling one,
to how the Church, in the
midst of these bloody calmly
reminds her children the neces
gity of penance, opens the peniten
tial season at the appointed time,
and calls them and the non-Catholic
world to fasting, and
prayer.

Having witnessed the catastrophes
of many centuries, having seen her
own children engulfed in the disas-
ters of schisms, heresy and invasion,
having weathered the most violent
storms, she remains undismayed
even by the present cataclysm, which
threatens the entire world.

Her ideas of penance have been
ridiculed, and her Lenten season has
been rejected, flouted, proved foolish
and futile over and over again,
Cheerful and sensible people, quite
cheerful and friendly to her activity,
have objected that life itself is a
penance, and why doubleits bitterness
by voluntary suffering ? No saint of
the desert ever wore a more painful
sackcloth than the war ridden earth
is wearing just now. The blood of
millions saturates it, the grief of

observe
years
of

abstinence

Yet amid the groans of mankind,
as formerly amid their laughter and
mockery, the Church calls her chil-
dren to the observance of the Len-
ten season; as a mother in a be-
leaguered city might gather her
little ones about her for the daily
lesson in morals and manners. For |
her course is like that of the stars,
her life continues to the end of time,

| she must teach and train, discipline

of the faithful to the Church trium-
phant in heaven; ' Lridees over |
from time to eternity its prayers |
and blessings bear us on to the|

Saviour Who died for us, and rose
again for our salvation.

And over sin is the Church victori-
ous. For this is the very work

of |

L.ent and of our Easter Confession. |

All the prayers, and sorrow, and pen-
ances of poor sinners were all to this
end, that they might be fit to rise at
the word of the Church—"1 absolve
thee.” Sin is overcome,

And again, like its Master,
Church is victorious over the powers
of the world. The
commenced a new life, which
world cannot assail, and the Church
draws ite vitality from its
Three hundred years of persecution

only served to let the seed of the |

Church germinate, stamped into the
ground and watered by the blood of
the martyrs. Then came the spring
time and the marvellous growth of
the Church. Heresies assailed it,
with emperors to back them up in
their infamous designs, but they only
gerved to urge the Church, by its
General Councils, to make more pre-

the |

Resurrection |
the |

Lord's. |

and hearten, nurse, protect, feed and
finally bury each generation, even
amidst their wars.

HISTORY OF

THE LENTEN SEASON

The history of the Lenten season
in this country is a curious and il-
luminating episode of American life.
The Puritans banished Lent along
with other " Popish nonsense” from
their religious custom. When the |
Catholics of the first quarter of the
nineteenth century began its public |
observance in their few and scat- |
tered churches, no one paid any at-
tention.

In the second quarter, however,
which embraced the career of Arch-
bishop Hughes, their devotion excit
ed considerable ridicule. Gilmary
Shea tells a story that perfectly
illustrates tne temper of the time.
Bishop Hobart of the Episcopal
church was chatting one day in his
rectory with a member of his clergy,
Rev, Virgil Barber, afterward a Jesuit
priest. The music of a neighboring
church reached their ears. " What a |
tremendous devotion these people
have,” said the minister, and the |
bishop replied affably, “they certain
ly have, but they work too hard for
salvation.” Another convert record- |
ed that the tramp of the Catholic |
workers on their way to Mass at four |
in the morning firet drew his atten-
tion to the faith.

Evidently religion was a comfort- |
able affair in those early days. The
Puritan has discarded all symbolism
and all superfluity. His churches |
had no paintings, no crosses, nothing
but the pews and the lectern and the
Bible, in order by this simplicity to
leave nothing between Christ and the |
soul. The idea was fair enough, but
it did not work well. As Catholics |
increased in number, and built their
expressive churches, and held their
varied devotions, public attention
was fixed on their activities, which
began in many ways to affect the
popular mind.

LENT ACQUIRES PUBLIC

IN 1870

VOGUE

The Oxford Movement had its echo
in this country, and numbers began
to observe Lent. As a commemora
tion of Christ's long fast,6 in the
desert, it had a biblical sanction,
which could not be easily gainsaid.
Its great attraction for the common
people proved its utility. The way
of the cross, the litanies, the hymns,

_—

| habits, and left hardly an

| feel

DANGER LURKS IN
FUERY ONE OF US

We Are As Full of Deadly
Poisons As A Germ
Laboratory.

AUTO- INTOXIGATION
OR SELF- POISONING

“FRUIT-A-TIVES Absolutely Pre-

vents This Dangerous Condition.

The chief cause of poor heallh is
our neglect of the bowels. Waste
natter, instead of passing from the

r intestine regularly every day,
emain there, generating

h are absorbed by the

In o vords, a person who is
habitually constipated, is poisoning
himself. We know now that Awfo-
7 vication, due to non-action of the
bowels, is directly responsible for
serious Kidney and Bladder Troubles;
that it upsets the Stomach, causes
Indigestion, Loss of Appetite and
Sleeplessness ; that chronic Rheum-
at , Pain In The Back, are

1

soon as the bowels become

rular; and that Pimples, Rashes,
and other Skin Affections
car when “Fruit-a-tives’ are

“Fruit-a-tives' [ prolect you

against Auto-intoxication because
this wonderful fruit medicine acts
directly on all the eliminati

50¢. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 25¢
At all dealers or sent on receipt of

price by Fruit-a-tives Limited,Ottawa.

the sermons, dre crowds to the
Catholic churches, when others were
empty. The more courageous minis

ters adopted the teason, and in spite

of protests carried out their plans
until opposition died away

It would be difficult to say just
when Lent became popular, but I

imagine the date would be around
1870. Society had come into exist-
ence, High Society, and had begun to
find the interminable round of din-
ners and dances a bore. Society
doctors suggested that rerdned ob
servance of the Lenten season would
lessen the strain. The jaded votaries
of Society welcomed the suggestion ;

it was made a law that functions
should cease during the Lenten
period; and at once Lent became
| aristocratic.

Food hygiene became a notable

American fad around the same date,
1870, Dr. Dio Lewis of Boston led a
brilliant assault on American eating
eatable
thing on his dietic list. The easy-
going journalist of the day printed
sharp discussions on corned beef and
cabbage, hot biscuits, pie, pigs
knuckles, and other delicacies of the
period. The Catholic abstinence
and fasting were praised to the skies
on hygienic grounds. Physicians
illustrated their directions or
appeals for a sane diet by the Catho-
lic practice. All at once, it would
seem, Lent was a public vogue,
theatres prepared for it by lessening
expenses, there was a well-recognized
lull in commercial life, and business
men utilized their leisure by taking

stock and getting ready for the

activity.

THEATRES CLOSED ON GOOD FRIDAY
As the change coincided with

other remarkable, things, such as the
use of crosses on Protestant
churches, stained glass windows

| with figures of the saints, the rise of

Ritualism, and the journalistic
acceptance of the situation as ordin
ary, enthusiastic Catholics began to
he faith was coming into its
own., When Augustin Daly closed
his theater on Good Friday, and
when some States made the day o
holiday, progress could be marked.
Meanwhile a new development of
successful materialism appeared on
the horizon. The Trust had been
invented, as a machine to economize
production, raise wages, and cheapen
the product to the consumer. At
least that was the song of the Trust
girens to the credulous public.
With the Trust came the enormous
increase of millionaires, luxury, and
extravagance in
behold ! Lent was swamped every

lin grief, in gtarvation, in despair!

| Church discipline of body, mind and
soul, now starve or approach starva

| alarm,

American life, and |

where by a grosser materialism than |

ever before. It invaded the Catholic

body.
Particularly in the cities was its
work visible. Now the metropolis

and the larger cities show no lessen- |

ing of speed in Lent, either in work
or pleasure. Theatres are in full
blast, the dancing craze becomes dia-
bolical in the winter season, and &
large section of Catholice keep pace
with the world during that holy and
wholesome time. High Society
makes only a pretence of observance.
All the former forces which helped
to make Lent popular have faded
away. In fact sensible people saw
no limit to the increasing diabolism
of the publie, the young in particu-
lar, until the War burst upon Europe
and its effects reached our shores.

Now, after five decades of increasing |

prosperity, wild extravagance and
luxury, the world has entered upon
a Lent of its own devising.
THE FORCED LENT 1918
And what a Lent! The world
plunged in blood, in debt, in horror,

OF

One by one the temples of pleasure
are closed for lack of food, coal, light
and even of votaries, who " are
withering away with fear and ex-
pectation of what is to come upon
the world,” The people who mocked
at the wholesome and reasonable |

tion, with minds from which con
tentment has 'departed, with souls
filled with secret but uncontrollable |
They formerly preached in-
dulgence for the body, wild freedom |
for the mind, and annihilation for
the soul ; now these three are clam

oring for food and peace, for recogni-
tion of their needs, for the mercy

| which rvlers will not or cannot show

| tury, the habits of the people in eat

| 1789,

them,

In this country particularly, where
prosperity has abounded for a cen-
ing and drinking and amusing them
selves, have become ruinous to
health and competence. The spread
of various diseases, like insanity,
diabetes and Bright's, cardiac and
stomach troubles, not to mention the
unmentionables, have had such in
to alarm the physicians.
The wild indulgence in dancing, in
motion-picture shows, which have
turned the very children and youths
into wild-eyed, demon-footed, noc
turnal animals with only nests, not
homes, look more like mania than
pleagure and recreation. A
generation brought up in the present
fashion will be something startling
ten years hence.

Creases as

honest

FAKERS NCRE IN

What the mind becomes without

the wholesome discipline of wise and
correct thinking, such as the Church

alone provides in the teaching of
Christ, the past century has made
clear. The mind of the modern
world is maggoty with errors that
multiply like microbes. Every mi
crobe breeds its own teachers and
f(hll()l 3, because X'm'rv' 18 money 1in
the teaching

All over the country the fakers are

increasing by the thousand: fakers
in spiritism, new thought deep
breathing, poise, culture, therapies of
all kinde; and beneath them or be
hind are the secret teachers of
various forms of diabolism, with

whom only the police are oflicially

acquainted. The mind must be fed
on knowledge, and will seed on
garbage if the right sort is not at
hand.

The teaching of Christ is the only
disciplinary and sure knowledge for
the mental appetite. Without this
the mind runs into the abnormal, the
foolish, the maggoty. 'He that is
not with Me is against Me; and he
that gathereth not with Me, scatter
eth.” These are the words of Chriat,
and the modern world, which has
done without Him in great part 8ince
is awfully illustrating His
teaching.

NO DEMOCRACY WITHOUT THE

SOUL

What is the soul
cinline of Christ ? As the master of
the individual man, it muast be the
pilot of the ship, the navigator in
the stormy sea of life. It must keep
the body in strict discipline, in per-
fect training, and the mind clear,
far-seeing, tranquil, sweet and sound
in knowledge ; and this it cannot do

without the dis-

without the illumination of Christ in |

our times. For that came
into the world.

What can be expected from people
who ignore the soul, decree its an-
nihilation, teach its insignificance or
worthlessness ? There can be no
true democracy without the soul, be
cause it is this immortal part of man
which makes him not only equal to
himself and his surroundings, but
the citizen of eternity.

Christ

HAVE CATHOLICS LOST INFLUENCE ?

It was upon principles of this sort
that the Catholic minority of 1850 |
swung the non Catholic majority
into the polite observance of Lent,
It is by lack of their constant repeti
tion and sturdy observance, that the
twenty millions of American Catho

lics today lost their influence with
their brethren outside the Church.
In neither case have Catholics

| worked consciously to affect society.

The change of 1870 was a surprise,
the change of 1900 was to
pected.

But as the world is always in need
of the teaching of Christ, as it wel-
comes in its distress .whatever
assuages its suffering and helps
towards a cure, it is clear that Cath-
olics should be more insistent than
ever in their preaching to the sick
world, that their increased power |
should be universally employed, that
their methods should

be ex

be modern,

| effective, hitting the mark at every

shot. Caa this
Assuredly not. When numbers of
them have ceased to pay any atten
tion to the spirit and devotions of the |
Lenten season, but keep up the
follies of the year at the same pace |
as the pagans, how shall the knowl-
edge of Christ and salvation ever
reach the suffering world ?

be said of them ? |

——

NOT AN ENLIGHTENED AGE

This is called an age of enlighten
ment and science ; it is more truly an
age of pagan superstition and child- |
ish credulity, says the Annals of |
Saint Joseph. Shallow and super
ficial men reject God and Christian-
ity; they have no faith in the Cath.
olic Church, the gynthesis of all truth,
but millions of dollars are spent in
supporting fortune tellers, palmists,
clairvoyants, ete. Men believe in the
ouija board, the Christian Science
humbug, the spiritistic medium fraud,
the Doweite lunacy, the Mormon
polygamy, the “Holy Rollers,” eto.

| swallow with full draughts the ridic-

Certain crack-brained professors One of them, at least, was so edified
assert that their great-grandmother | by the exhibition of piety, quiet,
was a monkey and their great grand ‘ unostentatious piety, remember, that
father a wild beast roaming in the | he concluded that there must be some-
woods ; they believe that the world | thing about Catholicity worth know
made itself and therefore did some- | ing, and now, with God's help, he is
thing before it existed; they reject | finding out what that something is.
the reasonable miracles of Faith and
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All graduates and scores of our undergraduates
of the past year have secured good business posi-
tions, and still the demand is far beyond our
supply Write for Catalogue. Enter at any time,

W. J. ELLIOTT, Principal.
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| by the silence of example.
Heart Review,
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There was an example of conversion \
|
ulous miracles of unbelief, |
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NEPONSET ROOFS

NEPONSET PAROID ROOFING ~ NEPONSET TWIN SHINGLES

Slate-Surfaced Shingles

for all Residences
NFI’()T\TFKECT T_\\"n S

pearance soft, restful ar:d beautiful.
Their crushed slate surface defies time
and wear and assures permanent color—
Red or Green. They are positively fire-
resisting as well as weatherproof, being
made of the same materials as the fam-
ous Paroid. Their high quality and
moderate cost warrant their use on all
residences.

Sold by ind hardware dealers. Neponset
Paroid Roofing is recommended for farms, factor
ies and railroad buildin
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NEPONSET

TWIN

SHINGLES

RED or GREEN
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BIRD & SON - . - Head Office, Hamilton, Ont.
Warchouses: Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary, Edmonton, St. John
The Largest Manufacturers of Roofings,
Wall Boards and Roofing Felts in Canada
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