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-/} correspondent .in a late number of your paper
wighes to be told why the yield of potatoes is less than
formerly. 'The reason is not difficult of discovery. It
exists as a law of nature, embracing animal as welk as
vegetable organisms. These all have excretory as well

ag secretory functions, Allthrow off effete matter, and

this effete matter is hateful to the secretory vessels on
which vegetables depend for their development., In
many crops in succession, of the same vegetable, are

. grown, the effete matter increases in proportion to the
nutritive, and finally overcomes all efforts at. successful
cultivation. The food decreases and the poison increases
with every crop. If manure, %eneral or special, isadde
to the soil, it increases the food, but does not necessarily
diminish the poisonous matter. One hundred years ago
potatoés—were but little cwltivated, and most” grounds:
were left® fresh for their production. Then and long

afterwards, 400 bushels was not an- extraordinary yield.

Now the increased taste for jt8 use, and the great aug-

mentation of our people, in number and ability to pur-

chase, have made it necessary that %reut breadths of land-
should be used for its growth. In consequence, not
only has much of the land tired of growing it, but the

ol @ plant itself has become weakened to a degree that

invites destructive enemies to feed on its substance

—to take advantages of its weakened organization.

- Hence the rot, so d, and other ailments. Mother
= 4 earth is a good mgther, but like her sex generally, she

has taste for’ variéty in outer adornments, She will

change her dress, even the most durable of her fabrics—
her forests. These are ever varying in composition, and
finally thrown off altogether for grasses. These, again,
have their round of varieties,and in along course of years
give place to other plants. Mother earth will have her
way, and those of us, her children, who best understand
her requirements, will partake most largely of her boun-

ties, \/"O
QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNG FOLKS
| TO ANSWER.

T

-hus speed ?

W hy is wheat like a blunt knife ?
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FARMER’S ADVOCATE. | .
HY POTATOES YIELD LESS THAN | Lous BONAPARTE ON WAR.—I have been THE ONTARIO MUTUAL - . &

as enthusiastic and joyfyl as any one after vic-

a field of battle not only struck me with horror,
but even turned me sick. - And now that I am
advanced in life, I cannot understand an%more
than I'could at fifteen years of age, how beings
who call themselves redsonable, and who have
so much foresight, cdn employ this short ex-
1stence, not in’ foying and aiding each other, |
and passing throwgh it as quietly as possible,
but in striving; on the contrary, to DESTROY
EACH OTHER, as though time itself did not do
_this with sufficient rapidity.. What I thought
at fifteen years of age, I still think, that war,
and the pain of death, which society draws
upon ‘itself, are but organized barbarisms, an
inheritance of the savage state.”
B o

- THE FARMER’S ADVOCAE. \

The editor of this paper is a practical farmer having |

tory ; yet' I confess that, even then, the gight of |
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had 23 years experience in Canada, and some in England

W hy wouldWying a slow horseto a post im prove |-

he sees tho necessity of an Agricultural paper in Canada
that will give us'a fair and retiable representation of our
requirements, our position,and our progress, and will
afford a space in its eolumns for communications from
“armers, and to expose the many and .various plans
that are. practiced to lead us astray, We also re-
quire a paper that will advertize our requirements at a
moderate charge. We as farmers have paid large sums
for advertising in other papers, but our advertisements
are nearly obliterated by quaek drugs or merchandise,f
and the agricultural interests of the country which is the
main and only real support of the country,is nearly or
quite overlooked by editors gener&lly. Take\wy paper,
and see the space occupied by the agriculturists in it,and
judge for youfielves. -/

We are also establishing an Agricultural Emporium
for the deceminating of the best stock, seeds and imple-
ments. We have also opened a register of farms and
stock that may be for sale, 8o that parties either advertise
themselves, at a low rate, or instruct us to sell for them,

144 Acres, part of Lots 50 and 51 con. A, Westminster, a

100 Acres, Lot
100 Acres, Lot 29, 5th con. of Grey, county of Huron, 50

\120 Acres, Lot A., 2nd con., of Bexley, unimproved.

100-Acres, W. half of Lot 5,

20 Acres, west part of !@4,{.& con., Eniskillen.
135 Acres, part of Lot 72, north of Talbot Road, West-

LANDS FOR SALE..

large part cleared. -
72 Acres, part of Lots 49 and 50, con, A., Westminster,
40 acres of which are cleared. £ -
93 Acres, part of Lot 12,18t con., Lobo, frame buildings,
and a large part improved. . - :
, 8rd con. of Grey, county of Huron, 40 .
acres cleared and fenced.

acres cleared, log buildings.

50 Acres in the township of London, partly cleared and
fenced, with a young bearing orchard.
11th con. of Ashfleld, W.
D., well timbered. L5 £ "

d & buildings.

minster, 100 cleared, with good orcha
ot 17, 12th con.

15 Acres, south-west part of 8. half,
of Eniskillen. i h

57 Acres, part of Lot 35, 5th gon.,
Bruce, 20 cleared, land 5
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