THE GROCERY TRADE.

The Prune Outlook.

The situation In future prunes con
nues firm, it belng reported extrem
dificult to obtain offerings from the
18t at any concessions. It is now
lieved it will be impossible to securs
(-8 prunes at the usual premium
! J4c over the regular four-sise busis,
he market is settling on a stronger
1sl8 since the excitement occasioned
y the late offerings of Santa Claras
1 & low basis. The party offering at
\ls figure was quickly taken up, and
bout eight carloads were sold. he
Lusis price has been freely bid, b
| have heard of no further sales. Bu
+s show a disposition to be particular
out accepting business for futures
the four-size basls where large
re included, except from very
rosponsible parties. Referring to the
vrune and apricot  situation on the
mat, With special reference to the In-
ir conditions, & prominest packer
(nd authority vrites from Ban Jose as
follows:  “From the outlook to-day
should hesitate to guarantee more

in 5 per cent. of 40-308 on any or-
der, & then only providing we can
abtadn gur price for the same.” Rofer-
ring 10 apricots the same letter says:
“A year ago to-day apricot-drying
was In full blast over practically the
vatire Santa Clara Valley, while to-
day In most orchards Iin the Valley the
fruit will hardly average as large as
i English walnut, green as grass, and
no sign of colaring, which will likely

0
growers will be taxed to their fullest
capacity.— Minneapolis  Commercial
Bulletin,

Grocery Trade Notes.

New crop figs are selling well in
Canada according to brokers' reports,
notwithstanding  the  expectation of
lower prices later on.

Glass frult jars are lower in the
United  States. Competition has re-
duced the price of pints to $5 per
k1088, quarts to $5.25 and halt gallons
to §7. A year ago tho prices were
S0 to $6.70 and $0.00 respectively.

A private cable from Greece last
week quoted offerings of new crop
currants for September shipment at
124 per cwt. A bid of 11s was turned
down, It I8 stated, on a round lot, The
market for old cropit la stated, has
advinced to 10s 04 per cwt.

The prospects for a good crop of to-

.

bicco - In - Connecticut this year o
very poor owing to the excessive
molsture of the last month. It 14 ad-

by all growers that the crop
will not reach the average. Tae (lants
krown under canvi are sald to be
in vven worse condition than those
grown in the open.

The condition of the sugar market
throughout the world is not favorable
tv producers. A very large visible
supply of raw beet 1s having a de-
prossing effect and In every country
Wwhere sugar beets are grown econdi-
tions favor a larger crop this year,
with the exception of France from
which some complaints are coming.

livports from cranberry growers of
Cape Cod Indicate that the crop this
scason will be larger than for many
years.  There are hundreds of acres
of new bogs In bearing condition, and
all these are heavily blossomed and
give promise of bearing a big crop.

This season will begin about the last
of next month and continue six weeks.
The early berries will be shipped to
the markets of the west, which dur-
the past few years have been
11 to be the best that the growers

ever had.
\ private cable from an operator in
fiks on the other side ordered the
wihdrawal of prices named on the
new crop. The advices claim that the
oullnok for the coming crop is not
o fuvorable as was the case when the
prices were first named. Reports from
the interior of the country figure on

output from 25 per cent to
-3 per cent less than that of last

t year.—Montreal Gaszette.
Ml advices from London, on cur-

ale for all grades of fruit
vosed " L3 .
”\ " t:‘ eo:mnned favorable reports
of ‘he growing crop, the inducement
0 hold Provinclal and Amalias has
beor lessened, and holders of

THE

class of fruit have shown a disposi-
tion to meet buyers at a redvction
of about 1s off last week's prices. Ow-
Ing to the scarcity of fine Vostizzas
prices are very strong, with but little
prospect of any relief. SBamples of fine
small fruit ex the Genoa were on show
on Monday, and, coming as they did
to a market practically bare of really

pretty smalls, the desirable parcels
were quickly snapped up at full
Pl

DRY GOODS 1RALE,

Fall Trade Goods.

The steadily smproving conditions of
the crops in  this province and the
reat Northwest is having a good ef-
fect om fall purchases. The general
outlook now is for a considerable In-
erease In the turn-over the coming
season. In view of this expectation.
retallers are anxious to be well pre-
pared for Increased business. There
several reasons for placing orders
promptly this year for the fall and
Winter trade. The stocks in the hands
of the jobbers are of very falr propor-
tions, but u buying the wholesa
trade hawv: of course, been guided
lurgely by the requirements as shown
by sales in previous yeurs. With con-
tnued activity In manufacturing, the
opening up of new territory and largn
Increases in the agricultural produc-
tons of the country, it Is only natural
o suppose that the demand the pre-
sent year for nearly all classes of
Staple goods will largely exceed that
of any previous year. the crops
turn out as good as present conditions
Warrant merchants in expecting, then
It s natural 1o look for u large in-
crease In the business of the country,
and, of course, the dry goods tra de
Will be among the first to feel the ef-
fects of any expansion in the demand.
The domestic manufacturers are con-
fident of the future, and appear to feel
certain that there 18 no danger the
next six months of any accumulation
of dead stocks on their hands. They
are positively refusing to shade prices,
and are promptly turning down any
offers from the jobbers at even slight
recessions from list prices. In fact, it
Is difficult In some lines to secure the
g0ods needed for the Immediate fu-
ture. There was probably never a
time In the history of the Canadian
factories and mills when the makers
were able to take such au independent
position In regard o values as they
occupy to-da In the case of import-
ed stocks the 0 U strong fee
ng.  Conslderable inroads have al-
ready been made in stocks of fine im-
ported and not only will
tallers who postpone purchases till a
late date be unable to make the se-
lections offered by the stocks now
hand, t when certaln ready selling
lines now offering run out, it will be
dificult to get the goods at present
prices, and perhaps Impossible to take
them into stock.—Toronto Globe,

5

Dry Goods Trade Notes.

The ping pong fan has made its ap-
pearance. It I8 a paper fn In two
st . which retall at ufteen and
twenty-five cents.

Reports. from linen centres abroad
are to the effect that prices remain
very firm and lower quotations are not
looked for before next year,

A chatelaine bag, which Is a novelty,
has been deftly curved on the Inner
side and shaped to fit over the hip
without being too obtrusive.

Flowered ribbons are being used
with charming effect on white gowns.
These have plain edges of black or a
delicate shade of some color to match
the flowers.

There Is a great ety of white
belts on the market this season.
come in sllk, satin, elastic fabrics, pat-
ent and other leathers, and i1 the
washable variety. They are all good
sellers.

e summer dress shield Is design-
ed to wear with gowns made of thin
muaterial and Is quite a novelty. It s
about half the width of the regular
shield and s therefore much less no-
ticeable.

The coming season s expected to
surpass all others in the history of the
lace trade. The demand, instead of
growing less, Is steadlly Increasing
and a marked difference ts noticed in
the quantity and quality of goods used.

The cotton market continues firm in
both Canade a1 d the United States.
Mills absolutely

COMMERCIAL

At Wew York indications point to an
Increased aemand for both wide and
narrow ribbons in taffeta and satin
No. 1 taffetas In white and light blue
shades have been gpod sellers, notwith-
standing the keavy demand for green.
Btocks are reported to be very light

There has lately been some Inquiry
for art muslins for druping in con.
hectlon with house decoration, Like
brints, these goods had been a iiitle
#low, but now they are selling much
better.  Other muslins are now bet-
ter property, and with organdies nre
likely to be more Inquired for,

The spike or ribbon end is a good
example of a sudden craze in the fancy
B00ds market. At first these  goods
brought a large profit, but soon they
were riade up in the' cheapest style
and piices |§rup|rwl %0 that no profit
could be made on them, yone hay-
Ing a stock of these goods on hand
now will find th alueless,

The hot weather vhich bas marked
this und last week hus had a very
beneficial  effect upon trade in light
summer lines of wearing apparel and
it continued as it may reasonably be
expected to do will result in stocks of
this goods, in both retafl and whole-
sale hands, being reasonably well
cleaned out. There |s apparently plenty
of money In the hands of consumers
Wwhich they do not hesitate to part with
Whenever  the weather fuggests a
change of garments.

Several lines of linen underwear have
been put upon the market in Winni

t. This Is the first season
€ been obtainable
d already they

¥, an
met with considerable sale ang
are gIving great satisfaction 1o wear-

ers. The genuine linen mesh &oods
are ruther expensive as compared with
cotton or wool and for that reason will
be * with the av.
i goods are al-
merits come to
be understood will not want for pur-
chasers. The price per sult for men's
garments is $6.00 retafl. In addition to
underwear socks of the same material
are being offered and have undoubted
merit In the way of coolness
ers of absorption. These
also obtainable for iadies’ w
S — .
Lumber Trade Notes.
Shingle prices are weaker in

the
United States owing to lighter de-
mand and increasing supply,

Michigan  maple has been making
some phenomenal advances In c
lately.  On some lines of lumber the

advance amounts to over 100 per cen

Hardwood lumber Is still scarce In
the United States and users are all
on the lookout for suitable stock. Dry
lumber cannot > had in  suficient
supply.

Eminent authorities in the door and
mill work business are of the opinion
that No. 1 or A grade of white pine
door I8 practically u thing of the past,
says the American Lumberman. A
few are being made at some of the
factories, but there s lttle lumber in
hand at any point from which to
manufacture them, dry stocks of clear
white pine being practically unobtaln-
able. ‘As for No. 2 doors, or the B
&rade, there is a fair supply on hand
at most of the factories and jobbers
are lkewise well provided for. Just
now substitution for clear white pine
doors is the order of the day and will
probably be %o to the end of the chap-
ter, with doors made from sugar pine,
Idaho and Arizona pine, cypress, yel-
low pine, red cedar, spruce and other
woods of similar color, lighiness and
workable qualities, selling heavlly.
The consumers are not objecting ser-
fously to the doors made from these
other woods, as they realize that a
clear No. 1 white pine door is now a
luxury, and that even a stralght No.

1115
2 grade Is out of the common. No.
doors are the only stack In the whols

th
list that really pleatitul,

Hardware Trade Notes.

Common wrenches are expected to
advance in price.

Cuiry combs have been advanced 10
per cent at Canadlan factorles, ani
are now from 80 and 10 per cent. to
¥ per cent off.

A Toronto company has purchased
the fron works at Wingham, Ontarin,
and will engage In the manufacture
ot furnaces, stoves and ranges,

The window glass manufacturers of
the United States havc under contem-
plation the formation of & trust which
will practically embrace all the glass-
making Interests of

s
the control of a
new glass blowing machine which will
80 greatly reduce the cost of making
as to preclude the possibility of any
independent  factories being able to
competa with the trust.

The McClary Manufacturing Co., of
Tondon, Ont., has purchased in that
city a block of land on which they
Will construct a serles of bulldings,
Wherein something over 400 men will
be employed manufacturing thelr var-
lous lines of stoves, etc. The plant will
comprise & moulding shop, mounting
shop, power house and storage, a pol-
Ishing shop and other smaller build-

Ings.  The foundry will bo about the
largest In Canada—200x230 feet. The
mounting shop will be 75x300 feet,

and the other bulldings will be c* pro-
portionate dimensions,

The Western Assoclation of Stove
Manufacturers, of the United States,
met in Chicago on July 8, the result
of the conference being an advance of
f per cent. in the prices of all stoves.
The reason assigned for this is th
sharp advance in the price of pig iron
and other raw material. There was a
strong disposition, according to The
Metal Worker to advance prices 10 per
cent., but It was thought best to yur-
fu0 4 conservative course, especially
as the crop outlook is as yet uncer-
tain. In view of the further advance
in pig iron, however, It would not be
surprising If another 5 per cent. ad-
vance were made within the near fu-
ture,

Live Stock Trade Notes.

During the week ended July 12th
there were 1589 head of cattle export-
#d to British markets via Montreal,
The number of sheep was 2,138,

James Pierce, cattle rancher, of
Lethbridge district, was in Winnipeg
this week. While here he closed with
Gordon & Ironside the sale of one hun-
dred head of fine cattle, averaging 1,-
760 pounds each, and saild to be one of
the finest lots ever brought to Winni-
peg.

H. A. Mullins, who is doing business
this year for Beter & Willlamson, live
stock  salesmen and exporters, of
Birkenhead, England, purchased a
largo bunch of cattle, numbering over
2,000 head, from Spencer Bros., of
Medicine Hat, on Saturday last. The
price paid for theso cattle was in the
nelghborhood of $100,000.
tle are In the finest condition and will
be shipped at once to the British mar-
ket. This is the largest single sale of
cattle ever made in Medicine Hat dls-
trict. Mr Mullins has just completed
an extensive tour of the western
range country and he states that he
has never seen the cattle in finer con-
dition at this time of the year than
they are now. The protracted wet
weather has kept them poor In some
parts, but in most places they are
now In prime condition and shipping
will commence at once.

The Lee Perfect Skirt

will be placed with one reliable merchant
in each town from Port Arthur to the const,
We invite correspondence.
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