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was shown to be free from fault or neghgence on
his part contributing to the accident. Thus the
new statute made a very radical change n the law
theretofore prevailing not only in New York State,
but generally throughout the country.

CONSTITUTION, NOT THEORIES TO BE CONSIDERED.

The case in which the decision was given wis
that brought by a switchman against the South
Buffalo Crosstown Railway Company.  He was
injured while at work, and brought an action tor
damages, alleging in s complaint  that he had
been mjured solely by reason of a necessary nsk
or danger of his employment. The Company ad-
mitted the facts, but alleged that the statute under
which the action was brought was unconstitutional.
The Special Term upheld the vahidity of the act,
and it was also upheld by the Appellate Division,
but by a divided court

But the Court of Appeals, while admitting the
strength of the economic and sociological argu-
ments adduced in support of the statute, holds
that “under our form of government courts must
regard all  economnic, philosophical —and moral
theories, however attractive and desirable they may
be, as subordinate to the primary question whether
they can bhe m ulded into statutes without infring
mng upon the letter or spirit of our written constitu-
tion.” The Court expresses its desire to put no
technical obstacles in the way ol a plan for tne
beneficent reformation of a branch of junspru
dence “in which, 1t must be conceded, reform s a
consummation devoutly to be wished,” but as re-
gards the change in the law by which the employer
s made liable for injuries resulting from the nisk
of the business without his fault, the court holds
that the act in this respect deprives the emplover of
his property without due process of law in violation
of the Federal and State constitutions

The constitutional questions which are mvolved
in the decision are discussed at length, the decisions
which bear upon them are analy szed, and the Court
concludes that the statute 15 void in so far as
imposes upon the employer a Labihty when he has
violated no statute, has broken no contract and has
been guilty of no wrong The provision of the
statute imposing a hability under such conditions
is characterized “as a taking of property without
due process of law not permitted by our FFederal
and State constitutions and not justifiable under
the police power of this State.”
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Notes on Busiaess.

The blue-book on Dritish trade with
Canada, written by Mr. Richard
Grigg, the Dritish trade commis-
qoner at Montreal, and now pub-
lished h)’ the authorities on the other side, should do
much to make the position of the Canadian markets
clear to the British manufacturer, and give him en-
couragement to make further efforts to develop his
connections.  The official publication cannot but be
of much service to Canada, since the description which
AMr. Grigg gives of conditions here 1s such as to en-
courage continued investment and further trade ex
pansion.  Mr. Grigg describes Canada’s expansion
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The attached tigures of the

world's production of gold and

silver since 1873 are those of

the Dureau of the United
States Mint. In view of the discussion on the “higher
cost of living,” due, as 15 assert '« by come author
ities, i part at least to the wmereasing production ot
gold, 1t s interesting to notiwce the great advance
which has been made i this resp during recent
vears As recently as 1805, the annual production
of gold was under $200,000,000 in value; and i
15 years, 1m spite of the set-back caused by the
South African war, 1t has mci sed by 150 po and

| Tast vear was of the estimated value of $434.574,
OO0,

World's Production
of Gold and Silver.
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The amount of extension work
Dominion's Steel's [ ic]y andertalien and now be-
Extensions. g ntimued by the Dommon
Iron and Steel Company s aptly
summarised by Mr. |. Butler, wecond vice-president
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