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during a long spell of Lad weather with
no feeding being done at all. The results
were overwhelmingly in favor of the col-
onies with honey stores—any harm n
chronicling the result as we honestly
found it? As to ways of feeding, al-
though the Editor condemns the outdoor
method, 1 know a lot of first-class men
who prefer the practice—in fact Mr. C
D. House recommended it, if 1 mistake
not at a convention held in Toronto not
so long ago. Certain it is 1 saw no such
trouble as the Editor describes, and a few
minutes after the feed was taken up
everything would be quiet in the yard
and no more bees were worn out than if
the bees had been fed in the hives, as
the yards are both sheltered by a hedge
and scarcely a bee raised outside of it at

time of feeding

Now, as to the bees goirg after pollen,
which the Editor describes as an ‘‘ab-
surdity,” let me say that whatever the
condition in Brant County our bees were
short of this article. Be it remembered
that our bees were not ‘“‘weak,”’” as
is usually understood by the term, for
in going over every colony, out of the
nearly 300, not more than 20 were found
that had as many as three combs without
brood; and be it remembered also, my
hives are a good deal larger than eight
The trouble as stated
was that just at the opening of the clover

frame Langstroth

the field bees were scarce, but after a few
days the hives were boiling over with
bees—too late for the only real flow that
we had from the clover. As to the ‘‘stim-
ulating”’ effect of feeding syrup with the
total absence of honey in the hives, this
is a free country and all can do as they
like, but personally will bank every time
on the abundance of sealed stores in th
hives in early spring, and let the other
fellow turn on the sugar syrup. No
harm in that position is there? And if,
unfortunately, we should again run across
another spring like the last one, and our

bees should run out of stores, we too will
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feed, not to stimulate but to prevent sta
vation. The Editor's advice to reads
to feed their bees this spring was soun
and 1 cannot see wherein 1 hinted oth«
wise in the article in question—inde:
without such feeding thousands of colon
would have starved. To feed colon
that had honey on hand—well that is a
other question and the one in whicl
was dealing with; in fact I was comj
ing results from colonies that had ho
and were not fed, with those that |
no honey and had to be fed. That'’s

In the discussion of all these kindred
matters, it is well to remember that .l
can exercise the prerogative of doing
they think best, and I have often hcen
surprised at the attitude of some wlen
size of hives and other like questions .re
under discussion. Actually some scem
to think they have a grievance when they
cannot get the other fellow to see and do
they fail to realize
indeed

it would be a misfortune in many instan

as they do, whereas

the fact that all cannot see alike

ces if such a thing was possible

Before
let me tell the readers that after all ouw

concluding this rambling letie

mistakes in methods of feeding, or of not
feeding, we are glad to say that we have
enough honey to sweeten our porridge for
another year—in fact in only two previous
years have we had much more honey, hut
it is only fair to qualify the latter state
ment by saying that he have more |eces
than formerly.

With hives boiling over with bees and
a very large acreage of buckwheat coming
into bloom, we are on the eve of (writing
this July 26) preparing to go for a weck’s
trip on the Georgian Bay. As the buck
wheat will not be in full force for an
other ten days, and little honey will be
coming in, we will leave them and let
them go without feeding, even if they do
starve the brood, for lack of
Joking aside, there is just

“stimula
tive’’ syrup.
as much danger of bees with a dash of
Carniolan blood in them, starving fheir
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