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THE SAVIOUR’S MISSION AMONG 
MEN.

be Ik un outcast whom you worn, you 
ure tanking it well-high impossible tor 
that man ever to be saved. That is 
wl.at tlte Pharisees did in relation 'o 
the Publiai ns and Sinners.

beneath all their siufnlness, there 
the eupacity for a noble life. He saw 
them in the light of a possible future, 
i«uu knew that every one of them, by 
his help, might at last stand before tiod 
a glorious man, a pure and gracious 
woman. And this vision inspired him. 
Uo you wonder that seeing this, he died 
for them? I do not. Oh! that we could

(By ltev. W. C. Hope.)
‘•And it came to pass, ns Jesus sat 

at meat in the house, behold many puu- 
livuns and sinners aime and sat down 
with him and his disciples. And when 
the l'bruisees saw It, they said unto 
bin disciples, Why eateth your Master 
with publicans and sinners? But wiiei*
Jesus heard that he said unto them, w 
They that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick. But go ye and 
learn what that meaueth, 1 will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I 
voiue to cull the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance."—iMathew IX. 1013.

You know that the publicans were 
taxgutherers in the service of the Homan 
tioverument. The Jews were justly 
proud of their nation and its glorious 
past They could not endure the 
thought of being subject to another 
Power, and, strange as it may seem, 
they even tried to persuade themselves be “tlsfled. It did not occur to them
that they were an independent people. *hat aerifying God had anything to do
Remembering this, we van understand wilh t,ieir treatment of Publicans and 
how unwelcome a visitor the taxgather- dinners, 
er was, not simply because he wanted 
their money, hut because the payment 
of it testified to tlieir bondage. When 
the man who demanded the tax was 
a Jew, as he generally was, they 
thought he was a traitor to his country.
They said if he had lMitrlotism in his 
nature, he would scorn to earn his liv
ing in such an unworthy manner.

The more im|iortaut among these pub
licans fanned the taxes; they undertook 
to return so much money for a given 
district, and then made as much as they 
ctuld of It. Nearly all of them were 
rapacious and dishonest. Considering 
nil the circumstances. It is not surprising 
Hint they were a well-hated and de
tested class.

Now, the spirit of Jesus aud ids mis
sion among men were iu perfect harmony 
with the spirit and work of tiod as rê
vai led in the Old Testumeut. The Jews 
made a mistake in thinking it was not

we as Christ Then we should 
seek more earnestly to save men, and 
we should place a truer value upon onr 
se«ves. A man or a woman saved, 
,u,d complete in the likeness of Christ 
and of the Father! Is not that a glor
ious creation? That Is his vision for 
you. my friends. That Is the salvation 
w inch he would accomplish to you. "The 
g.ory which shall be revealed In us." 

•••••••
In coming to 

tiod could not

Their prophets had taught them that 
tl-eir great business in life was to 
glorify tiod. That itas a truth of pro
found Importance. It was the inissess- 
iou of this truth which distinctly char
acterised our Puritan Forefathers; and 
It made them strong, grand, heroic 
treu. Now, the Jews had learned that 
truth intellectually, but in applying it 
they failed. They supposed that if they 
offered their sacrifices, and went through 
all tliflr religious observance, tiod would

men, even the «on of 
save them unless they saw 

«ml iipkiiuwlwlgeil tlieir nand. Tin'
I Inin..... a tame In Li, dladplea, and said
III Ki-nillnr «nullement, “Why eaten, y„ur 
Mailer wilL PuMIrnna
froiu'lïüt len"t 1 Prophet aelit
mini (nid. and here we find him In the 
company of euch people a, theae! Jean, 
"""WOpk-ln effect. Von Ph.rl.eee can
not understand me. It I, anrprialu*

aav V.'T *° S'"'1' 1,8 •ro11- Yo"», that you are tighten,,, „„d wlm,e.
1 have come only to thoae who arc eln- 
vers and sick, 
built for themselves 
ligious conceit; they 
themselves with

u are astonished at rr*<>^ ot selfrighteousness,
my eating wi$h Publicans and Sinners, !, could
but my action is in absolute harmony ,m" We read his
with the dealings of tiod in the prophe- |*ewn *° ,*ienr R|»yiug, You men 
tic days. That was an important fact. Iif „ lî.re. u*> "‘ere °» your little platform
But has It anything to do with us? Yet». * J®0U| ,,ri,,e- well-satisfied with
it teaches us that God never changes. " . RP,VPR* • have not come to you. My
In the days of the Prophets tiod was l " T ,H J*n y t° these poor folk down

There were others, men and women seeking in great mercy to do good to ... , 1,1 *now th*t they are sinners,
who had given themselves up to care- men and to save them; and when Jesus The .W f°°Wl tlluwe Pharisees were,
less, dissolute ways, who were associai- came It was not to show any new quality r. ) ,M,t t,,p,nselves out of the Saviour's
»d with the publicans in the minds of in tiod. but to declare in u new way, Tl,epp POH,d no salvation for
‘he Pharisees, and so we frequently more distinctly and fully, the old trnth, wlie^s” i* they cnme down to the place 
have the conjunction of terms, Publi- which had been spoken by the prophets 8,nnpj"" gathered about the 8av-
cans and Sinners. in earlier days. And our God is still Mr°fri a th,lr

Ix*t us assume that these people were the same. I daresay you think some- ti„„ ÿ,™ ™et *" °ur way of S~!va-
really worse than other folk. V so there times: tiod must have loved men very who d,ed for ns, can-
were two opposite ways in which the much when Jesus died for them. Yes, he nr„ "" ”n,îwi we perceive that we
better men might treat them. They did—far more than we have yet under- tenee l f m rome to hi,n in peni-
mlght try to make these poor sinners stood, even by the aid of the Cross. But n,lt cn,nfesslng our sins,
feçl that although they were deeply he loves us just the same today. In ecnenwTii „ "** nMoc|at*d with
stained by sin, yet they belonged to the prophetic times, in the days of our fnmm„L —Hi !7‘P supposed to be very
tiod, aud therefore they were the broth- Saviour’s sacrifice and in our own time, course wn i!.V i tn,th* Yo" Mv- °f
ers and sisters of the Scribe* and. God loves us just the same. Indeed, l>n Ton °W.fll"t wp "re nil sinner-. 
Pharisees. Thus the better people we should not he here now but for the that*vrai , t? Whnt? 7°u know
might endeavor to awaken nobler feel- fact that his mercy is still ns in the pardoned "IT ? thnf you are un-
lugs iu them, aud lend them to turn olden time. He would never have put it wrath of r l fhe gn,,t of R,n nn<l the
away from their sins. But this was into the hearts of any of ns to hold you Intend » nP* ap°n yn,l> nn<1 3>t
possible only through taring sympathy. these Mission Services If he were not tonight imfnr 1*° °nt °f t,liH Rniw*tuar.v 

A directly opposite cours * was also h wing to save the unsaved. Think realised Tî ur,H"ved. If you
open. The Pharisees miglit be careful of It—God wants to save yon. You may God. surelv R,nte nR " «inner before
to have no voluntary dealings with these he Indifferent about your salvation, but this nine./«.ni" T°!!,d not ,lare to leav* 
Publicans and Sinners, they might lie is no^J Rnf "ithout first seeking pardon,
scrupulously avoid meeting them In I want-you to notice that Je.ius tunitv that m'L ,hn,ve "ot thp pP°r- 
wvial or religious life, be careful that came to save men who were regarded dnv." If he wore i " the Rnv,onr'R
tliey never sat down to meat in their ns worthless. The Pharisee look- very different- but it L w/*nM bp
company and even their garments did ed at the Publicans and Sinners and years since lie 111 Ï ”*hteen hui,drpd
not touch by chance as they passed in Mid. These people are of no use to us: wuch n long lonv n7,
the streets. This was the course adopt- they do not enrich ns either in social *nw his ffl<.'e R!n,w PVPr mfl"
ed by the Pharisees. I have no doubt or religious life. They are a miser- that so» Oh' îî ' , V"T<*e• T"
that If we could have talked with them "Me, worthless lot. Better that we n sinner" l,onr,i hi.'., * lon* ,R
:.Umt it. they would have «aid. These were rid of them. They „re not worth -f pardon? Ekhte^Tnnîr,^0U8 T?"
men deserve the treatment they arc ro- n thought. And so they cast out these Indeed. I kiiowVhnfin^w^V N°'
caving. That might be quite true. men and women ns refuse. Now, Jesus three miles l.f, 2 chnp<* nntStill the punishment was a verv cruel looked at the same persons, and he said, there came i/sinner witî. ÎÎ7

Not because It pained the out- They are worth thinking about; they guilt upon him but be met ti °f
casts, for tiiey probably cared little about are worth loving; worth dying for. nnd went out wltitthî tb,#flaTJ?nr

f«l" !■ t,"t always a mea.una „f What a won.^fal |„ ,hL ,„o In !,!."„«! Hol innT n",ul‘*fd°"
cruelty. Rut cruel because it tended ‘o estimates! Wlint was the «anse of It? Jesus came to men» WwL , Î
t|ieir destruction. If yon know a man This was one element In that cause. The now. We cannot see him wlthïi. VuT
who I, war,, than anylanly ,1a. In Ht. rh.rlany l,„kM a, ,h™, fi affilié ,„p,r- .ya. h, K, h.r,
( nlumb, an,I you make Mm f«-l that flf-IMIy. nn,l In the lid.t of the preaen,. Ha l« aa raally ,,ra„nt a. van, faiwi

Jaana aaw that In their deeper nature, w{,a alia next to yon In the pew.

and Sinners?'

Jesus said, in effect, You Pharisees 
have made a great mistake: my Father 
Is not the monster of selfishness that 
you Imagine him to lie! Go back to
your own Imoks, which he has given 
you, and tell me what that means: “I 
will have mercy and not sacrifice.** If 
your hearts are hard and unmerk-ful to
wards your fellows, lie will not have 
your sacrifices; they will be an almmiii- 
ation to him. Yoi

These Pharisees had 
u platform of re- 

had surrounded 
uu impassable

to

nnmng men.
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