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The History of St. Thomas Schools
8UU8TANT1AL. well equipped and architecturally 

pleasing school structures of St. Thomas of today are 
1 a long step removed from the city's earliest school struc­

ture of record, known as the St. Thomas Grammar School, 
referred to at some length on another page by Dr. J. II. 
Coyne In his "St. Thomas School Reminiscences." The school 
structures today are In themselves monuments to the deep 
Interest manifested by the people of the present and preceding 
generations In the education of the young the basis of all 
true civic and national development. And In the present day 
of materialism or 
c o minerclullsm. 
that interest Is 
perhaps greater 
than at any pre­
vious time In the 
city's history and 

finding ei- 
presslon In the 
greater consider­
ation being giv­
en to practical or 
mechanical I n - 
s t r u c t Ion and 
klnde r g a r t e n

As is set forth 
In Dr. Coyne's 
R e m I nlscelices. 
free schools were 
unknown In St.
Thomas I n the 
early days; In 
deed It was not 
until November.
1X90, that a re 
solution of t lie- 
hoard of educa­
tion. fathered by- 
Mr. Wm. Coyne 
and Mr D K 
McKeiule. p r e - 
vailed, and at­
tendance at the 
public s c h o o Is 
was made free.
Shortly after- 
wards free 
schools were 
were made gen­
eral throughout 
the province by 
act of the legls-

I Wellington Street School. 2 - 11.11
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The Immediate
result was a largely Increased attendance Since then. In 
1911 free school books were Introduced III St Thomas on the 
Initiative of Mr Albert Roberts, chairman of the Hoard of 
Kd a ration for the year 1910

The history of the city's school buildings and those who 
have directed education In the city. Is briefly, as follows

Wellington Street School The Central School, a four- 
loomed red brick building, was erected In 1866. The first 
principal was Mr John McLean Subsequent principals were 
Mr Itigg. Mr Kwln Cameron. Mr Alex Young. Mr John Mil­

lar. (late Deputy Minister of (education). Mr. Angus McCrlm- 
mon, ( present County Crown Attorney I. Mr. N. M. Campbell 
( 1876 981. Mr. II. A. Stewart (1899 1902); Mr. J. McK.
Urle ( 1902 1908); Mr. Frederick Voaden (1908- -1911).
and Mr. Franklin C. I'oole (1911 to the present i.

In 1872. the Central School was enlarged to eight rooms 
so as to accomodate both the Grammar and the Public Schools. 
Mr. John Millar was principal of the combined schools until 
1878. when a separate High School building was erected at 
the north end of Pearl street. This building was remodelled

In 1 9 0 3. The 
present Welling­
ton Street School 
building was er­
ected In 1898 
and opened in 
January. 1899.

Balaclava 
Street School A 
small school, pre­
sided over In suc- 
cerslon by Miss 
K. Comfort, Miss 
J. Mark and Mr. 
J. Dickie ( 1877). 
existed In St. 
David's Ward 
and In 1878 an 
eight - roomed 
building was er­
ected. Mr. Dickie 
continued head- 
master until 
1880. and Mr. A. 
F. McLean be­
came principal In 
S e p t e m her of 
that year. After 
his death. Mr. J. 
A. Harvey was 
p r I n c I pal. He 
was followed by 
Mr H A. Stew­
art. Mr Martin 
Kerr, and Mr. 
James A. Ed- 
mlston. the pres- 
e n t pr Inclpal. 
The eight-room­
ed building was 
replaced by the 
present 12-room- 
ed building In 
1898 and opened 
In Janear) till 

Myrtle Street School A four-roomed white brick build­
ing was built on Myrtle street In 1881 and opened January. 
1882. with Miss M K Smyth us principal. The building was 
enlarged to eight rooms In 1888. Six of these rooms were 
occupied In September. 1888. with Mr. S Sllcox as principal, 
lie was sum-ceded In January. 189(1. by A It. Simpson. Then 
followed Mr II A Stewart. Mr M Kerr. Mr. J. McK. Prie. 
Mr J M McCutcheon. 11. A . Martin Kerr and J A. Dale, the 
present principal.

lava Street School. 1 -Collegiate Instil 
1 Alma Ladies' College.


