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Angeles have smaller staffs and their
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developing and improving trade relations.
Numerous routine inquiries about the
province are also dealt with. In summary,
the overseas operations provide an impor-
tant vehicle whereby information can be
given or acquired on trade, tourism or
other matters of interest to the province.

In the past three years, Premier
Lougheed has made three official visits to
different parts of the world — Japan in
1973, Europe in 1975 and.the United
States in 1976. It is worth while noting
that these missions were planned in con-
junction with the Department of External
Affairs and the Canadian embassies in the
countries visited. There was a high degree
of co-operation between the federal and
provincial governments. While each mis-
sion had a different purpose, two factors
were common to all of them — observing
and explaining. The Alberta government
could observe for itself, at first hand,
policies developed in other countries.
Topics of discussion ranged from North
Sea oil development to labour relations
in Germany; from trade opportunities in
Japan to energy concerns of the North-
west United States, from the development
of social policies in France to the industrial
development of coal gas in Germany. In
each case the information obtained related
to provincial policy concerns.

Other purpose

The other purpose of these missions
was to explain Alberta’s policies; plans
and aspirations to a number of audiences
on a wide range of issues, from trade to
foreign ownership of land. The Premier
could also explain the realities of decision-
making within the federation, with respect
to energy pricing for example. While in
Europe, Mr. Lougheed gave his support to
Prime Minister Trudeau’s desire to forge
a “contractual link” with the European
Economic Community. Seen in this light,
the various missions that have been un-
dertaken by the province enrich Canadian
foreign policy. The net effect has been not
to undermine Canada’s position in world
affairs but to enhanee it. Improved trade
relations, scientific exchanges and capital
investment have often been a direct result
of these missions.

Through Culture Alberta, the prov-
ince has developed a modest program of
foreign assistance. Culture Alberta pro-
vides grants that supplement funds raised
by non-governmental organizations in-
volved in international aid work. These
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