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BILL TO PREVENT
g® Heeregre

disappointed politicians. Ky
m„^De thing ¥». attack has

«sssns^sss-ss
«M •&.*!SKiârS;î£
doC^Jlth”n never had anything to 

I do with Germany or the German , 
government. He oaid r<rnf«i *”?!? •

periy. The rants were due yeorlvdaysdVînde'eftP °u caTSe tite? nine 
“,Zs'Hand ffter Mr. Isenberg 
offered part payment 
been refused by the government ,
althouJhr>hlent canceUed the lease! ' 
in«?f,5t ,lhtre V a moratoriunÿ 
Th«nft.l,n Canada at the time. 
Then others were allowed to locate 
the property four days after the 
cancellation of the lease q. months later this lease was S»ïïo
createdeian»H,ateï the pr°Perty was 
° i.u . national reserve.
Dr ^hnrrhe°iii£ 7Ï? agree ” *aid 

C"urch. that Canada does not 
need a national reserve in coal As 
t°n*aa coal 1» kept in the ground it 

,b.e"*H‘s no one. What people want
As i? itP.h°al and they want U now! 
as it is, the property '

granted to the Isenberg Estate, in 
the opinion of your committee such 
indemnity, if deemed advisable by 
the government to be paid (as to 
which your committee expresses po, 
opinion) should be paid to nobody 

the Isenberg Estate, and 
should not exceed one hundred thou­
sand dollars."

the nature of the SLgreement be­
tween the executors of the Isenberg 
Eptate and Murdoch comes in for 
some special mention. The report 
quotes a letter from E. L. New­
ton, be, deputy minister of Justice, 
dated Aprils 21, 1923, which com­
ments on the agreement as follows:

"According to the 
the agreement, Mr. Murdoch had 
previously been acting- as agent of 
the' estate for the purpose of having 
the leases recognized or restored, 
and it is Implied in the arrange­
ment as concluded that Mr. Mur­
doch shall have the direction of 
thé petition which was then afoot, 
although in the name of the estate, 
he assuming all costs and expenses, 
and to be indemnified out of the 
proceeds of the property it success-
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Special Senate Committee on 
Coal Leases Says Legisla­
tion Will be Government 
Measuréy

TANGLEDHÎSTORY 
OF THE CONCESSION

narrative of

"
Ü

had
which had

L

Report Limits Indemnity for 
Isenberg Family to $100,- 
000. Dr. Church Speaks.

fui.
"In these circumstances the ar­

rangement under which these pro- : 
ve<dings are being carried on of­
fends against the law respecting 
maintenance and champerty.

A Huckstering Agreement.
“It is obvious." adds Mr. New- 

combe, “that the crown cannot 
very respectably continue voluntar­
ily to be associated with the project 
of this action which, as it now tran­
spires, has in view the re-establish- 
ment of the leases under the stipu­
lations of a huckstering agreement.

"Certainly His Excellency would 
not have been advised to grant a 
fiat upon the petition if the facte 
disclosed by the agreement and Mr. 
Murdoch’s testimony had been be­
fore the department when the peti­
tion was considered and therefore if 
there be power to revoke the fiat I 
would think this is a proper case 
for the exercise of the powers. The 
Petition of Right act. however, 
makes no provision, and so I ven­
ture to repeat the suggestion which 
I made to the committee that it 
would be advisable to provide gen­
erally for such cases by apt amend­
ment of the Petition of Right act, 
and I submit herewith for consider­
ation draft clauses which I have 
prepared to give effect to this sug­
gestion.”

Dr. H. C. Church,- of Ottawa, 
whose name is mentioned above as 
having had a six months' option to 
acquire the property In question for 
two million dollars, said last night:

Jn the f*rst place the statement 
that Mr. Murdoch had improperly 
used the name of public men in con­
nection with these leases is abso­
lutely and completely 
rather wish the committee 
publish the

Another chapter in the tangled 
history of the Hoppe Coal Lande of 
Alberta—said to be worth a hundred 
millions—Is written in the report of 
a special committee of the senate 
tabled by Senator Beique, chairman, 
yesterday afternoon.

The report cites a draft bill to 
permit revocation of the fiat and 
thus prevent action In the courts to 
have the leasee declared existant. 
"Your committee wad informed by 
the minister of Justice," adds the 
report, "that this bill, will be forth­
with introduced ae a government 
measure."

The report further- mentions a 
memo of agreement dated Nov. 1, 
1922, between Murdoch and Dr. H. 
C. Church, of Ottawa, being an op­
tion for six months to Church to 
acquire for two million dollars all 
Murdoch’s rights and privileges in 
the leases. ■ #e **

As indemnity to thé Isenberg in­
terests the report says it should not 
exceed $100,000. , <

The - report briefly tells the story 
of the famous coal leases from the 
day in 1912 when they were granted. 
to D. P. R. Isenberg. It tells among 
other things of the previous investi­
gation by a senate committee, which 
in 1919 held an inquiry under the 
chairmanship of Senator Bradbury ; 
of the cancellation of the leases by 
the Dominion government during 
the war on the ground of non-pay­
ment of rental; of the death of Isen­
berg; of the filing of a petition' of 
right by hie executor* the Hawaiian 
Trust Company and Bertha Isen­
berg, and of the issue of a fiat last 
October to enable the executors to 
take actioft in the Exchequer Court 
to have the leases declared still valid 
and existing.

It was the issue of the flat which 
led to the present further inquiry, 
and a feature of the committee’s 
proceedings was production of an 
agreement between the executors of 
the Isenberg estate and William 
Murdoch of Ottawa, under which all 
rights in the leases are transferred 
to the latter.

Improper Use Ministers* Names.
In regard to some sensational 

statements said to have been made 
during private hearings of the com­
mittee, the report has this to say;

"Y-our committee deems it proper 
to state that in trying to dispose of 
the leases in question Wm. Murdoch 
has very improperly and unwarrant­
ed^ made use of the names of min­
isters of the crown, of departmental 
officials, and other persons, as was 
conclusively established before 
committee.

"If," says . the report further, 
“as your committee, hopes and 
strongly urges upon the govern-1 
ment, the flat granted on October ; 
9th, 1922, is withdrawn, and the 
above mentioned Petition of Right 
permanently stayed, the question 
may arise whether, under the, 
special circumstances disclosed by 
tite records of the department of the 
interior an indemnity should be

J
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is of use to no i
1„*‘It took five months to get the

Can»ri«anted‘ Ie the government of
to trust tL any°"e else refuses to 
to trust the courts, we might »done wRhti S°:,i,et Ru^a and be 

i ite AU we ask is to get 
this whole matter before the courts 

country, but it is apparent 
at a determined effort is being 

made to prevent this. The gorarn? 
dl-rhUiJ1^ Y1I,lng t0 let the courts v
whin I^neek acted fairly' And $ 
wnen j speak of governments, I do t

«StMWBar®»
.Th? committee has done its 

to insinuate that there h*«
of ih.*1 înterferenc® in the matter 
of these leases. Nothing is fnrthïÜ
hadmtoth« Whatevcr we got wi
h “We hive"01'' a"d «Sht for hard.
„„ we have, said Dr. Church in 
conclusion, "British capital ali sier,
ahlviTCa?ital from what is prob-

Properties. But U appcarTiuih 
™r“, would trample on some 
People s corns. The politicians 
not interested in cheap coal."
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TWENTY thousand
WORKERS AEFFfTEn

wrong. I 
would

„ , . . _ evidence of Hon.
Rodolphe Lemieux, speaker of the 
house of commons, in regard to the 
use, of names and the public would 
then see what I 
confirmed.

“I am strongly of the opinion that : 
general public should have a I
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