
Facute Sain Jean Resideas Students Asociaion Presimnt John
Mlarc h"kthe preen«s report on the Facute. Studens are oppoeki
a complet. shudown ofthe residenc.

Caitadfian are beingforced bo confront a
national idenîity crisis. Rombarded wi:h
threats of nasîyfree mrade side-effects, Meech
Lake debate, and Officiai Languages Act
controversy, the culturalfounda lions of tais
Proud and peaceful nation have begun (o

While the crumbhnig of our Caaadian heritage is
only an undesirable abstract tq inost, University of
Alberta saudenas living iahe Facette saint jean
Meidence coafront tbe collapsîng culture problem
every tune thcy visit à bâtbrooni, or spend a
sieeplea nigba listening o the bsngiblg of ancienthbot
water beaters.

CrustY Pinster falis (roth ae walls and the
creaking of worn out floorboards echos tbrougb the
residenc. Wbile the old-fasbioncd bot water beaters
are quaina - and appear as trendy as hardwood
fOMMs - tbe pipes coainually emit b.d bans and
Obooxiouss mns. Added b abse din ta tbe sound of
French cbatter wbich passestbrough the thin
donnîtory walls.

flbe buildiaigs quirka remind students £bat the
deaerisoag reaidence ià a rutancial burden to the U
of A. and mniversity -administrators ane
contemplating demolisbing ahe building - abus
demnolishing the untique niuli-cultural society
establislted by te abrsideau witbin.
1suit in 1911 by the Pere Oblats (Oblate Fathers),

abs laadmark building and student community la
boums are synbohc of tbs national ideaaiay many
Canadisan cÎizens are striving to bold onto. 1a it a
really good example of wbat Ca sal ail about -
multiculturalisim.... Thte lm. of tbis building would
m O<nlY reult inaàlm toothe cityand theprovince,
but te ail of Canada, msays Presidefathei bsaculte
Saint Jean ftesidsats Studentse Association John

An oWd mafres, sporacic electricia, and frar 0 r haza wtsecond.yms arts studmnt lisa N
but she stays at the ruidnce for the atniupber. On an ummu4ly warm wante day, MlIlwn tal

Mark Fisber. The Faculte as abs only French
degrce granting institution west of Sa. Boniface,
Man. The residence, wblcb t, boome to 76
saudenas, isaiaso one of a kind ia Western
Canada.

The students' living quartera bas been usedas
a Faculte residence for over ten ysars, and abe
saudmats bave buila a strong alkegiance to their
comnlunity and ao ahe Edmtonton francophone
communiay. *We wish to do everyting possible
to preserve tbe unique coanmuity boused witbin
these walls... la la a focal point of tbe
francophone commuaity in Edmoaton - their
pride and joy,» Fisher says.

The distinct community Fisher speaks of bas
been erected by anglophone and francophone
Faculte students frontm sas Canada. Fisher la
an English speaking Mlberamn from Rosalinda
smail town soutb of Camaos, aIbla s scotid year

at the Factalte fie is becming fluent ia ahe The anaics of
French language. discounted as thi

Hie says lifs in the resldence bas offered hi. - ad building, bu
abs isvaluabLe-offortunity of living in a French been explained.
CanUliasamaspltere witbout leaving bis th'e student loui
province of birab. spilling rcd win

Studeat bousfig assistant Colieen RathwelI wbhe n -f

agrees with Fishe. »T hTe communiay la steeped dis5ap c,
in French Canadian tradition,» m oes ahe veacran la is anowond
reuident. Ratbwell, wbo aoved laU> the 'athecarefully nu
resideace.Irom Rted Dser five-yeas ago, sas residence. After
university admainistraion migba bave to saruggie residence, the si
with abs residena gbast if tbey tamper ton aiuch ibciety arc appi
wiab thie commluniay. The student I

'Tht'gbos of Frere Antoine, a PolisI, priesa activity. Vst
wbo lived tiere allai life, la said ho baunt the migbt fsàl as
building,' she says. wblle cautiously gtancing This is wintei
about ber salal rooni. 'He was atascked by à group, wearing
rooster - wbo was said to be ia ahe forai of abs country ski attii
dcvil - and died shortly after. M on boa chocolat
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