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ITHB ABROP14ANE IN PLAIN VIZW 0F THEC P130PLE
Biphane whîch bas been for several weeks iii exhibition in the store of the T. Baton

Co., at Toronto.

PEOPLE AND ýPLACEmS
Conventions, at Victoria.

TObe the convention city of the
coast, .is Victonia's ambition.

The Outpost City of the Em1jire bas
just made a bohd bid for the most
important meeting wbich bas yet sig-
nifled its intention of dnifting Can-
adawards this year. The invitation
signed by the Mayor, backed by the
l3oard of Trade, 'the Vancouver Is-
land Devçlopment League, and the
CanadianClub, bas been duly for-
warded to the American'Library As-
sociation. Wbicb 'body is certainly
in Class A with the British Medical
Association, President Gomper's
labourites and other big bodies which
frequenthy visit Toronto, These fetes
don't do a city any harm. Generalhy
there is a bot timne in the old town
to-night-music, dancing, sight-seeing
and speeches; but the influence is flot
altogether frivolous. When the last
conrnmitteeman bas packed away bis
badge, there stihl remlain new ideas
percolating tbrough the deserted
b)anquet hball; surely some citizens wilh
have a grip of principles they neyer
feit before. The spehi of the Anieri-
can Library Association will be pure-
hy literary; six hundred men of let-
ters discussing the architecture of
Carnegie libraries and the mak-
ing of the books, perbaps on the side
getting inspiration for fat volumes-
watcbing Satellite Channel in the
evening.

Ilindu Royalty in Canada.

T was at the Queen's Rotel, To-
ronto. I bad called for impres-

sions of Uis Higbness, the Maharajah
Gaekwar of India, wbo, wîth a big
retinue of servants and attaches bas
been touring Canada and the United
States, Dinner bad just been served,T_ . 1 1 - .

Persian sbawl wbich Rer Rigbness
carried over ber arm.

Ris Rigbness, a short, energetic
man, wahked nervously up and down,
executing an order here and an order
there to bis servants with authori-
tative, dignified gestures. Ris boat
was leaving for Montreal in baîf an
bour and be bad not seen bis secre-
tary for two bours. Panama bat,
grey suit, tan, sboes,, green, tie with
socks to matcb-you felt as if you had
often met bim on Yonge St.; or St.
Catherine St., or Main St. Ris
Righness believes in the West-, be is
a disciple of everything western from
football to American-cut clothes. This
was bis seventh trip around the world.
What wonder that be is known as one
of the most radical of Indian princes!

My engagement was witb the aide
de camp, Captain Ninibalker, for IRis
R-ighness speaks to ail interviewers
with this gentleman as the royal
mnouthpiec.

The Captain turned Up in quite.
ehectric fasbion. He parleyed for
somne moments with the Prince. 'Pheni
coming forward:

"You newspaper people are
truy-"l

"Wbat ?" I was abrupt enoughi to
say.

Captain Nimbalker sbowed biis
white teetb in a graclius
smile.

"I was goin~g to re-
miark-" again, he smiled,

Perhaps, lie was going
to stigmatise Canadian
jouirnalism as "dreadful" or
sometbing like that. But
be was not sure of hiniself.
I could see that.

In his band lie held an
early edition of a Toronto

ed compulsory education upon bis
subjects froni the age of six years,
the girls' schools, enginee ring in-
stitutes, u niversities of the Kingdom;
of bis legislation against cbild-mar-
niage, bis restriction of women from
the Zenana, bis attacks on poly-
gamy; of bis administrative systeni-
criminal courts, civil courts, and par-
liamentary advisers. But a prince,
who controls'tbe destiny of a popu-
lation haîf as large as Canada, passed
from coast to coast of tbe Dominion
almost without comment.

,"And wbat are the views of His
Hi'gbness as to the appointment of
the new Viceroy, Sir Charles
Rardinge ?" I said to Captain Nim-
baîker, desiring to shift our brief in-
terview from tbe domestic affairs of
Baroda, into -the realni of Imperia],
interests.

,"His Higbness knows him not," re-
plied> the Captain. We have heard
that be is a good shot. That is some-
thing. Ah, our tiger hunts I Do you
know, Ris Higbness is so proud of
the Maharani-she is an excellent
huntswoman; bas actually pursued
the tiger.

"Sir Charles, someway, I feel will
be popular,". remarked the Captain,
commng back to his text.

"As popular as Lord Minto ?" I
suggested.

"Ah, there was a man! R is High-
ness knew 'the late Viceroy so wel.
Only, hast November we had a fete
and Rer Excellency Lady Minto was
our guest.",

I reminded the Captain of Lord
Minto's tenure of offi-ce'in Canada.

"Yes," he smihed, "but you don't
have to try to, be popular-in the
Dominion 1"

Captain Nimbaîker rose. For tbe
stentortiani tories of the hotel porter
interrupted:

"AIl now for the Montreal boat !"
There was a scamper of feet, a

crowding, pushing throng, overfhow-
in- the busses. Wedged in the end
of one were two of the Prince's suite.
gazing appealingly up at thai rèst of
their party wbo as yet stood quiethy
on the verandah.

The aide-de-camp conferred iii
wbispers with the, Maharajah. The
companion wound more tigbtly tbe
shawl about the shoulders of Rler
H-igbniess.

"We shail walk, Captain," he sAd.

Fi*ctia n

Have you noticed that three
of the greatest writers of Cari-
adiah fictilon have contributed
to thls iss ue of the Canadian
Courier? Do you realize that
these men-Herman Whitaker,
Charles G. D. Roberts and
W. A. Fraser-have written
the finest Canadian stories
ever published?* Their stories
have been used by the greatest
publications in New York and
London. Each, one o f them
has written several 'books
known as "1good sellers".'
* This is not the end by any
means. Arrangements have
been made with A. E. McFar-
lane, another brilliant Cana-'
dian writer, to contribute a
number of short stories during
the next twelve months. The
first of these willappear dur-
ing thé next fortnight, M r.McFarlane has a sum mer home
near Toronto where he has
been staying recently. He
has just left on ýa trip tbrougb
the West to get a glimpse of
the Last Great Beyond. Every
rèader shoulld watch for his
stories-they are winners.

Stili further-we hope to
announce shortly a series of
six short stories by Sir Gilbert
Parker, M. P. When these
appear, we shall have fulfilled
ail our promises to our readers.
,When the Canadian Cou,-i*er
was started, we promised
much. Some people thought
we promised too much-more
than we would be able to carry
out. But there are the facts,
and we feel absolved.

Nor is the good work over.
We are not ready to take holi-
days yet. There is more
" good stuiff" in sight and we
are in close nir-qit- Tl-

H


