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Personaliïties and Problems
No. 24-Hon. Robert Rogers

The Man Who Has no Illusions and Io Whom a Majoritg is a Machine to Control ParliamentAN ingeniaus member of Parliament unfoldedto a group of incredulous listeners bis in-
vention of a fabulous instrument by means
of wbich he could penetrate psychically

11L he bowels of the earth to dscover whiat therein
This Set the company thinking.
" Splendid thing 1" said one. -Why flot try it ontht skulls of Cabinet ministers and members of Par-

liamlent? it niight clear up this deadlock."
Naines were mentjoned, of several leaders onboth sides of the House, who to the public areerignna and even in caucus may be a mystery. 1doni't recaîl that tht namne of Hon. Robert Rogers

was oi tted front the list. If so it was an over-sight. The Minister of Public Works is a fit sub-
Jet for psychic investigation.

bc t's a good many years now since "Bob" Rogers
lea'-e a puzzle to political scientists. Up till 1911

tht particular interest in his nientality was confined
to Manitoba. For a year and a haîf now hie hasbeen under a microscope ait Ottawa. For the past
twoI mionths members of Parliament and a largearîny of both Conservatives and Liberals in the
coutY at large would have been glad of a really
Cofcentrated squinit through any-kind of 'scope that
Wouild reveal wvhat is going on at any given timein tht mind of Mr. Rogers.

wtvas the _Minister of Public Works who, onMarch 3, raised the point that tht discussion onthe cost of warships was out of order, soniewhat
PreciPitating the deadlock. It was Mr. Rogers tow'homn the leader of the Opposition pIainly referredtu his manifesto on Brute Force. It is the formerMinlister of the Interior who is credited with themlachillery of mianaging tht majority În the House
Of Conimons to pass the Naval Bih. It is lie whois clearly pitted against Williamrr H1. Pugsley, theadroit tactician under Sir Wilfrid. If the closureis applied toD the debate-thanks to Mr. Rogers.
H-e lias an unmlistakable intention. He makes no
conceallment of it. 11e lias no spider-web methodsthat obscure bis purpose. There are times when the
effective unit force of thie Cabinet is behind Mr.Rogers.-incIuding Mr. Borden. And there artt'ies when the Governmient benclies are a unîtbehijnd the Stand taken by the "man from Mani-toba," who lias tht dogged courage of lis convic-
tionIs, and was neyer known to rant or froth at theuiotith in bis declaration of theru either in Parliia-'tient or Legisiature in caucus or in counsel, inisickness or hcalth, ln thue limelikht or round the

inment. Hie

By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE
folios contains two sucli irreconcilahie intellects
must be considered ont of tht most remarkable
cabinets since Confederation.

O 0every man bis separate gifts. In a CabinetTcon fronted by such a task and sucli a te
mendously organized Opposition in the Liberal
front benches, tht genlus of onte man may bc
needed for work that no other man in the Cabiniet
,could possibly do.

Mr. Rogers is emphatically that kind of maan.
Tht Cabinet contains none other like hîm. Neither
dots the party. Ht is what tht English essayists

"Côld and passionless, low voiced and deliberate, witii the.frozen g1camn of litt!, grey cyci, lu. doci flot at ati rescrnble the.bunldog personage that sorne have thouglut him to be."

caîl "sui generis," peculiar to hinmself. And lie is
at timneS Dowerful to other nien- Not in ne;ice qo

to position. It nuay be on tlie
>ugsley, acquainted witli al
lic Works, gently catechîses
Vheuu Mr. Rogers rises you
Lily the smallest mari in the
tralsman, cold and passion-
eliberate, with the f rozen
es and a benevolent wimiple
'-hie does flot at aIl resemble
g personage that so many
i. He lias no shoulder-badck
-fance. There are no dia-

pasons or thrills in his voice; no fiashings of frenzy
in lis face; 1n0 oratorical periods and eloquent
gestures such as characterize Mr. Pelletier or Mr.
Doherty or the Premier.

Somewhat stoopedly hie stands, calini and collected
and deliberate. lu bis left hand lie twiddles bis
eyeglasses. You miglit think lie was nervous, but
ttuat you know lie cannot bie; at least flot obviously
from bis manner of speaking or the way lie has
of fronting the facts. Clear and concise as a pair
of scibsors hie snips off just so mucli reply as nîay
be needed to cover the point raised by the member
opposite. No more; and no less. H1e evades noth-
ing; manufactures no quibibles; fabricates no play
upon words. Mr. Rogers is flot a man of parlia-
rnentary artifices in speech. H1e bas no teasing be-
guilements of delivery that bewilder and fascinate
his opponients. Direct and decisive and for the
mnost part mirthless, lie says bis say, and lie takes
bis seat when lie bas dont it. To him there is no
joy in a mere passage-at-arms; no delight in mere
jockeyings for place. Parliament to hima is flot a
yacht race nor a f encing bout to be decidtd by points.
it is a serîous,, immediate business to be handled

without gloves and to be got through with in what
lie considers the interest of public business.

In these qualities of temper and personality Mr.
Rogers is nothing short of admirable. Alas!1 that
lie is not entertaining; lie is at least business-Iike
and compels your interest.

Getting into Mr. Rogers' office at Ottawa
involves about tht usual degret of patience. Tht
Public Works Department occupies most of tht
front part of a whole floor in the West Block. Tht
head office is at tht far west end; ante-room f ront-
ing tht long corridor-and an average of three or
four always in tht atite-room. litre is a picture
of some beavers felling a tree, called-"The First
Engineers," and a very obliging attendant who lias
no objection to visitors smoki ng while thty wait.

Sir Rodolphe Forget bustled in while thret or
four others waited, sent in bis card and was soon
admiitted.

Ont remnembers that tht Public Works Depart-
tuent is the mnost coniplicated of all in tht nîatter
of spending inoney, f roi a rural post-office to a
place tht siz e of Montreal Harbour. Looking at
th, beavers you begin to trace tht marvelous de-
velopiient of tht works biuilt and owntd by tht'
governmiient of Canada in tht namne of the people;
tht tremendous ramifications of a vast sYs;temn of
tîtlities representing go)verniment owvntrship, bult

as one supposes as well and witb sucli profound
regard for economiy as any beaver dam. This is
at ltast poetic.

A ketn-looking, quick-mioving main coules into
tht office niext to the Minister's. You uindtrstand
that lie is Mr. Eugene Lafleur, the chief enigineer
of a large corps of enginters responsible for this
vast schemne of public investmnerts. Tliere is enougli
lu tht life and work of such a mari to niake a book
as fascinating as tht story of aniy railroad romance
in-

But tht nian is tht important thing. Mr. Rogers
in bis office is flot very different a mari fromn Mr.
Rogers in Parliamnuet. H1e lias a litge office and
lis desk faces the soutli. Hie looks fair at the door;
so that any mari entering inay lie seen square as
he cornes in.,

But for a moment thue Minister does riot glaxice up.


