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THE CASE, 0F BILKINS
By A MEMBER 0F PARLIAMENT

THERE le a chap named Bilkins, whe lives in
a town 1 hositato to name. fIe ls a great
champion of individual liberty. Hle bas bu.ilt
a bouse which he thinke Is firo-proof. As a

matter of fact, it le net fire-prdof; but Bilkins be-
Ileves that 1V is-wbicb le aIl that ma.tters. Se when
lie took note of the fact that a part of bis taxes
wore being used t10 support a lire brigade, he
vlgorously protested. He said: 11 doe not noed fire
protection. I knew that no fire can eror damage my
proporty. 1 arn confident, Indeed, that fire will neyer
reacb it. Se 1 do not want to be conpelledl te work
for a part of every year te support a fire brigade.
Klndiy returu to me that portion of xny taxes whicb
would otherwIso be pald out for fire englues, fire-
inen's salaries, etc." When the town authorities toid
Bilkins that they dld not care how much faitb he
had dn hie fîro-proof house--thalWthey bolioved lire
tel be a menace to the community and that they pro-
posed te compel orory inember of that community te
belp prepare to flght lt-he grew very red lu the face
and cabied them an ugly name. Ho said that tbey
were "Conscrlptloists."

B ILKINS ls bolped lu hie profaganda, by a fellow3"1towuy"l of bIs yvho rexuembers wbeu the place
was protected from fire by a volunteer brigade.

Then any man wbo fioit so Iudllued joîned the brigade
and "Irau witb the boys" te any fire whieb, was an-
nounced. Wbeu the alarm rang-they kept a man
lu the fire-hail for that purpose-every member'of
the brigade jumped out ef bod, tumabledl luto bis tire-
man's clothos, rau dowu bis eowu front steps and
raced away to the fixe-hall tb hear whore the excite-
ment was, and te help drag the baud-englue tbrougb
the streots. It was great fun-meost of the com.
munlty turnod out, belng Toused by the sprInglng of
amateur firemon te duty lu evory othor bouse-but
l was a trille slow and did give the fires a consîder-
able start. StI11 It had the advantage cf being on-
týirely roluntary. No man had te. pay a penny te-
ward lt wbo dld not choos te. Tbey beld concerts
and took up subscrîptlons and qmployed ail sorts
of dovices to raise money for the brigade. There
wae ne cozpulslon-ile "conscription."

HE Mayor objecte, howover, te rorerting te the
T old system. He points eut that, tbougb tbe town

le ton times as big 110w as It was thon, It suifers
nucb lese annual inury througb fires. Pires occur
oftonor, of ~course; but tbey are put out quleker. Bil-
kIne replies that thle le a very sordld riew te ta1Re
ef the case. Ho, for hie part, is not wIlllng t10 barter
away bis blood-bought British liberty for any a>meuut
o! "cash down."1 Let us boar our fire lesses, ho says,
but lot us keep cuir freedom. ýt weuld be botter lu
bis opiion that the wbele town sboutd be burned
down than that It sbould bo "Prusaulzed.P Wbat
do we want a tovm for auyway, oxcopt te lire lu, wîth
beadseorect, fresemen liko eir glorlous forefathors.
And he simply wiil net pay bis fire taxes If ho eau
help it.

ÀLID. O'BRIEN-wbo is fairly free wltb bis tougue
A-says that Bllklus, and ail wjio thIuk witb

hlm, are "shlrkis" and "s.pongers." He-O'Brieii
-waute to kuow wby their property sboutd be pro-
tected from, lire at the expense of tbe reet of us.
It dees not maRe any difforence wbether they want
us to preteet it or net. We are bound to put ont a
lire ln Bilflds' stable ýbecause lt rnay spread te
Johnsten's bouse or Avery's groeery. We cau't mast
bet lt buru-as O'Brieu would dearly love te do. We
must use our englue and our frire brigade and aur
hook-and-ladder and all the i'est o! It te put that fire
out; and yet DIlkins does net want te centribute a
cent toward the upkeep of our lfre-ffetlng army. Iu
fact, O'Brien goos se far as te say that the coin-
munity have a supreme rJight te Invoke the law of

~ai,~mnmitinl nd that we could maRe BUikns

a wink: l'Yeu don't want this free community te be
'Prussianized,' do yeu ?"

S TILL Bilkins thinks that that le baside the ques-
tion. Threl no slmllarlty lu the two cases,
he argues. A community sbould proteet itself

against diseaso, be contends, because ne one knows
whon be le exposed to it; but that doee not gire It
the rigbt to tax everybody te protect ltsebf againet
fire. Anyboldy cana see a fire. He ceannot be burnod
to death without notlclng it. Indeed, thie wbole
pobicy of compulsoi'y and unîversal taxation seome
te, BuRins to be of deubtful rigbteousnees. L'et us, ail
"eIl Ii" as we foot like it, ho says. That !e the
way a churcli la rtin; and what eau be botter than a
cburch? Let the coumunity pase round the bat, he
suggests; and let us ail drop In enrelopes, eone
marked '¶for fire protection," . another "*for pariug,"
a third "for scbools," etc. He would aiwaye put lu
sometbing for seohools., He bas eldren, and publie
schools are ebeapor than prirate tulon. But he
would not put ln a cent for ",ire protection." Lot
those who want to fight fires go out and do it. As
for hlm, ho bellevos that, If everybody would only
bulld fire-proof bouses, there would ho no need f or
lire brigades; 'and it le odious tyranhiy toi compel hlm,
to help support one. TEMNOLEMN

Germany's Crawl DownWHY dld Germany suddeuly bocome s0 polîte
te -tbe United States? Why dld the Kaiser
cousent tel modlfy bis pellcy of Indis-
criminate murder wltb submarinee? Wae

1V to please the United States and to keep that coula-
try out o! war? Thoso wbo read Amba4sador Beru-
storff's lotter at its face value muay think se. Thoe
who read betweon the Ulnes may detect anothel' fur-
tive dose of astute Kaiserbund pbilosophy. Whon It
is remembored that tbe submarlne menace wbicb bas
been the one horrible German succees lu Germau
naval warfare-so-called-h.5 beeu throttled, de-
feated and practlcally demnoralized by the antl-sub-
marine actIitles Q4 Great Britain, it inay be con-
ciuded that the Kaiser wae after ai concedlng very
littie In bis poèite crawl-down to tbe United States.
Here la the better te the Ameril Secretary of State.
But betweon the lines are the gbosts of a lot of
wreeked German sube-and Ambassador Bernetorif
ku ows lt.

"My Dear Mr. Seeretary :-Witb reference te oui-
conversation ,o this mornlng I beg. t0 inform yen1

that my Instructions concernlng our auswor to your

last Lusitanla note contains the followiflg passa-
"l'Liners will nlot be sunk by our subinarifles 1

out warnlng and w1thout safety of the li'ves of
combatants, provided that the liners do net tr
escape or offer resîstance.'

"Althlougb I know that you do flot wlsh to dis
the Lusitauia question tilt the Arable Incident
been deflitely and satisfacýtorily settled, I di
to inform. you cf the above, because tbis-.POlI!c
my .government was decie on before the AI
incident occurred.

"Il have no objection to your making anY use
may please of the abovie Information.

'Il remain, my dear Mr. Lansing,
IlVery sincerely yours,

*'J. BERiqsTORF,

T HE New York Herald, which, as been on 01
ifairest pro-Allies newspapers in the UJI

States, takes the point that the Germtafi 1
down le a victory for American dlploinaCY. The el

takes the occasion to whack poor old dis5rrW
Bryan -and to rap the Teddy Bear over the kIçiu
while lit extols the diplomacy of Preelident W1154

The Herald says:
"Verily, in the worde of chief justice Wbit,

the United States Supreme Court, it le 'the greý
victory for American dlploxnacy ln a genér'8

The ultimate rfil however, will be dlt0
nlot by Gormany-s words, but by Germaly's de

"So far as reparation le possible for Injuries M
are wlthout measure, Germany eau ho coiuited
to make reparation for the lives of Amerlrans
dered upon the blgh seas. But wbat reparatioll
the German goverument make for the elaIlgbte
surrender has caused In the ranks of the faitb'f

"lAnother $5,0O0 mlgbt help wlth Fair Play,
usual 1$1,7ý50 per' inay be sufficient .balm for the~
eltîvo seul of The EFatberland; but what of the
dors, the Weïssmanns, the Koelbles and the 1~
ligbts of the Kaisorbund wbo, have se vocil!0'
extolled the 'kultur' that kilîs Amerlean mel', 'Wl
and eildren? Where dos this surrender
theso, who have defonded acte whicb GermM'"Y
now admits are Indofensible and, Iu the case 10
Arabie, says bad been repudiated bofore c0flul'

"And where desà It leave the timorous pOrsO'I
ecuttled from theSblp of State mumbllng dire~
phecy that the flrm stand Presîdent Wilson'
taklng In behaïf of Amerlean ri'gbts meant WAB
What réparation can Germany make for ail CI~
f erlng It h 'as caused Mr. Bryan?

<"But the casualties are flot confIned to the 1Zý
bund. -Where doles Germaniy's surrender leavE
Roosevelt wlth thie insistent excoriation of W
diplomacy' as a tbing of weaknese? It bas Pl
strong enougb to accom.plish ite purpose, b1151
And ieu't that the true measure o! any dlX

"It le a mlgbty vietorl
Between the lines of thie laudation may a

seel the fallureof the submarlne mnace. Gerin
submaxlne pollcy was net defeated by United 0
dlplomacy. It was boaten by British naVal'
the Herald knows it.
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hough it wouid dIo nuaoh more than nte am~are o? %nle
for 1915. That eatimats la baaed upon an. average

L.ast week one field In Manitob yiled

l,000,000 bushel crop orot more than 20 busheI
bushels te the acre.
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