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but he loosed himself from her and left her.

He went directly downstairs; as he passed through
the hall, the telephone bell rang. Warden himself
answered it. Kondo, who from his place in the hall
overheard Warden’s end of the conversation, made
out only that the person at the other end of the
line appeared to be a friend, or at least an acquaint-
ance, of Warden’s. Kondo judged this from the tone
of the conversation; Warden spoke mno names.
Apparently the other person wished to see Warden
at once. Warden finished, “All right; I’ll come and
get you. Wait for me there.” Then he hung up.

URNING to Kondo, he ordered his limousine car.
Kondo transmitted the order and brought War-
den’s coat and cap; then kondo opened the house
door for him and the door of the limousine, which
had been brought under the porte-cochere. Kondo
heard Warden direct the
chauffeur to a drug store
near the centre of the city;
the chauffeur was Patrick
Corboy, a young Irishman
who had been in Warden’s
employ for more than five
years; his faithfulness to
Warden was mever ques-
tioned. Corboy drove to
the place Warden had
directed. As they stopped,
a young man of less than
medium  height, broaad-
shouldered and wearing a
mackintosh, came to the
curb and spoke to Warden.
Corboy did not hear the
name, but Warden imme-
diately asked the man into
the car; he directed Cor-
boy to return home. The
chauffeur did this, but was
obliged . on the way to
come to a complete stop
several times, as he met

street-cars or other
vehicles on intersecting
streets.

“Almost immediately

a’ter Warden had left the
house, the door-bell rang
and Kondo ' answered it. -
A young man with a quiet
and pleasant bearing in-
quired for Mr. Warden and
said he came by appoint-
ment. Kondo ushered him
into the smoking-room,
where the stranger waited.
The Jap did mot announce
this arrival to any one, for
he had already received his
instructions; but several
times in the next half hour
he looked in wupon him.
The stranger was always
sitting -~ where he ~had
seated  himself when
Kondo showed him in; he
was merely waiting. In
about forty minutes, Cor-
boy drove the car under
the iporte-cochere again
and got down and opened
the door. Kondo had not
heard the car at once, and
the chauffeur had mnot
waited for him. There
was no motion inside the
limousine. The chauffeur .
looked in and saw Mr. Warden lying back quietly
against the cushions in the back of the seat; he
was alone,

ORBOY mnoticed then that the curtains all about
had been pulled down; he touched the button

and turned on the light at the top of the car, and
then he saw that Warden was dead; his cap was off,
and the top of his head had been smashed in by a
heavy blow. - i 8

The chauffeur drew back, gasping; Kbiido, behind

““him on the steps, cried out and ran into the house

calling for help. Two other servants and Mrs. War-
den, who had remained nervously in her room, ran
down. The stranger who had been waiting, now
seen for the first time by Mrs. Warden, came out
from the smoking-room to help them. He aided in
taking the body from the car and helped to carry it
into the living-room and lay it on a couch; he re-
mained until it was certain that Warden had been
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killed and nothing could be done. When this had
been established and further confirmed by the doctor
who was called, Kondo and Mrs. Warden looked
around for the young man—but he was no ionger
there.

The news of the murder brought extras out upon
the streets of Seattle, Tacoma, and Portland at ten
o’clock that night; the news took the first page in
San Francisco, Chicago, and New York papers, in
competition with the war news, the next morning.
Seattle, stirred at once at the murder of one of its
most prominent citizens, stirred still further at the
new proof that Warden had been a power in business
and finance; then, as the second day’s dispaiches
from the larger cities came in, it stirred a third time
at the realization—for so men said—that this was
the second time such a murder had happened.
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They made their way forward where the snow-plough was being coupled on.

‘‘business and finance a member of the “Latron crowd”;

he had been close, at one time, to the great Western
capitalist Matthew Latron; the properties in which
he had made his wealth, and whose direction and
administration. had “brought him the respect and
attention of other men, had been closely allied with
or even included among those known as the “Latron
properties”; and Latron, five 'yqﬁ'rs before, had been
murdered. The parallel between the two cases was
not as great as the newspapers in their search for
the startling made it appear; nevertheless, there was
a parallel. . Latron’s murderer had been a man who
called upon him by agpoiritment, and Warden’s mur-
derer, it appeared, had been equally known to him,
or at least equally recommended. Of this as much
was made as possible in the suggestion that the
same agency was behind the two.

The statement of Cora Warden, indicating that
Warden’s death might have been caused by men with
whom he was—or had been at one time—associated,
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The conductor, accustomed to take charge of




