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e1 asked Wassaquam about the
'to 'Alan Conrad,' and Wassa-

ai said Corvet had given it to hlm
'05t'early in the evening. Several
us hater, Corvet bad sent hlm out
ýîait at the mail box for the mail
Fsctor to get the letter back. Was-
-iam 'went ont te the mail box, and
1'et Came out there too,, almost at

B.The mail coliecter, when lie
etold tbem, of course, that lie
ndflt return the letter; but Corvet

self bad taken the hetters and
oed them tbrough. Corvet seemed
v niuch excited wben lie discovered
letter was net there; and when the
hmati remembered that lie lad
Olate'on bis'prevlous trip and s0

ht ave taken up the letter almost
anlce after it was maiied, Corvet's
Itement iacreased on learnlng that
vas already probably on the train
its Way west. H1e controlled hlm-
later enougli at least to reassure

8 sqa;for an heur or so after,
ýrl Corvet sent Wassaquam away
ni the bouse, Wassaquam had gone
bout feeling any anxîety about
r:
Thlen 1 told Wassaquam over the
'Phone sîmply that somethlng was
)'19, and hurnied ta my ewn home to
the key, wbich I bad, to the Corvet

18e; but when I came back and let
self Juto the bouse, I found ît empty
1Witli no sigu of anythlng havIng

Tihe nlext, mornlng, Alan, I went te
safe deposît vaults as soon as they
SOPeu. I presented the numbered

a w as told that It 'belonged to'
ýOx rented by Corvet, and that Cor-
l'ad arranged about tbree days lie-

e for me to bave access to the box
Pr5esented the, key. I bad only te
"Y namti lu their book and open

Ibox. I lx t, Alan, I found the pic-,
'e Of You wblch 1 sbowed You yes-

dâyand thse very strange ýcommunl-
1kIis that I am going to show Yeu

"~tRILL opened the long envïelope
froi which several thin,. foided

ý'rs feuI. He. plcke'i un the iargest
'tisse, which consisted o! severai
ýet faRtened together with wait'l,,

h landceç it to Alan without coent-
1't Alan, as lie looked at It and
ne tihe pages, saw that It contalned

ef0liiiimfs of tynewritlng 'carrled
PRP:fte to page after the mnannex'
account.

ýh 0lumil. to the 'left was an lIn-
'tory Of nronerty and proflts and

Oreby montis andyears, and tise
te tise x'lght -was a Ilst of losseàs
exditures. Beglnning at an tai-
1teday or mmonth lithe year 1895,

ýr vsset flown li a 'lumip sui
atWasi5 ndlcated as the total of
Qaln Corvet's holdings at that

le'10 tisis, in sometimes undated
rný h increase biad been added.

teOminosite coiumn, beglning.
a"nlY, frein tise sanie date ln 1895,

ithe'issing man's expenditures.
pnstaklng exactness o! thesq

t I dsbt of tlselr correctmess; they
1-dditems8 for natural depreclation

DelýObe Properte and, evidently,
belWorked over very recently.

01 eIRt siseet, thse second column
bendeducted from thse first, and
.. en"nlv Pureiy arbltrary suin o!

cUdd thou%,and dollars had
tak£ way, From thse remaixider

y adben taken awav asnnroxi-
elle hndred and flfty tisousand

Alan having ascertained that the
papers contained oniy this account,
looked np questioningly to Sherrili;
but Sherrili, witbout speaking, mereiy
hauded hlm. the second of thec
papers. . . . This, Alan saw, bad
evidently been foided to Eit a smaiher
envelope. Alan unfolded it and saw
that it was a letter written in the same
baud which had written the summons
lie bad received iu Bine Rapids and
bad made the entries lu the littie
memorandum book of the remîttances
that bad been sent to John Welton.

It began'simply:

Lawrence,-
This wiii come to yon lu the event

that 1 am not able to carry out the plan
upon whicb 1 am now, at last, deter-
mined. You wiil find witli this a iist
of my possessions whidh, except for
two hundred tbousand dollars settied
upon my wlfe whicb was bers abse-
iutehy to dispose of as she desired and
a furtber sum of approximately one
hundred and flfty tbousand dollars pre-
sented in mnemory of ber to the Hs-
pital Service lu France, bave been
transferred to You wlthout legal reser-
vation.

-Yeu wiii find deeds for ail real estate
executed and compiete excep)t for re-
cording of the transfer at the county
office;, bonds, certificates, and other
documents reuresenting my ownership
o! properties, together with signed

forms for their legai transfer ta you,
are lu this box. These properties, lu
their entirety, I give to you la trust
to hld for the Young man now knowa
as Alan Conrad, of Blue Rapids, Kan-
sas, ta deliver any part or ail over to0
hlm or to continue to bold it ahl in trust
for hlm as you shahl consider to be to
bis greatest advantage.

This for the reasons which I shall
have told to you or him-I cannot
know which one of you now, nor do 1
know bow I shahl tell it. But wbea
you learu, Lawrence, think as well of
me as you can and belp hlmý to be
charitable to me.

Wltb the greatest affection,
Benjamin Corvet.

A LAN, as be finisbed reading looked
up ta Sherrili, bewlldered.

"What dues it mean, Mr. Sherrili?-
Dues it mean that lie bas gone away
and heft everything h;e bad-every-
thing to me?"'

"The properties listed here," Sherrill
toucbed the pages Alan flrst ladl
Iooked at, "are lu the box at the vault
with the executed forms of their
transfer to me. If Mr. Corvet does not
returti, and 1 do not receive any other
Instructions, 1 shall take over bis
estate as lie bas instructed for your
advantage."

"And, Mr. Sherrill, lie didn't tell you
why? This is ail you know?"

"lYes; you bave everythlng now. The

.~1 p

fact that be did nlot give bis reasons
for this, either to You or me, made me
think at first that he might have made
bis plan known to some one else, and
that he had been opposed-to, the ex-
tent even of violence done upon hlm-
to prevent bis carrying it out. But the
more 1 have considered this, the less
1îkeWy it bas seemed to me. Whatever
had happened to Corvet that had sa
mnucli disturbed and excited bim lately,
seemns rather to have precipitated bis
plan than deterred hlm in it. H1e may
.have determined after lie bad written
this that bis actions and the plain in-
dication of bis relationship to you,
gave aIl the explanation lie wanted to
muake. Ail we can do, Alan, Is to
searcli for hlm in every way we cati.
There will be others searcbing for hlm,
too, now; for information of bis dis-
appearance bas got out. There bave
been reporters at the office tbis moru-
lig making inquiries, and bis disap-
pearauce will be in the afternoon
papers."

Sherrill put the papers back in their
envelope, and the envelope back into
tire drawer, whicb lie relocked..

"I Went over ail this witb Mr. Spear-
manti tis morning," be said. "H1e ls
as, mucli at a Ioss to explain it as 1
as'

H1e was sulent for a few moments,
apparently deep Iu tbougbt.

"The transfer of Mr. Coriiet's pro-
pertles to 'me for you," lie said,
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