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The Backsliding of Miss Mindy
By Mrs. Clark Dooley,
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"-Sister Baker wililIead us in prayer,"
announced the preacher's wife, and the
membe rs of the Fairview South Metho-
dist Swing Circle knelt down befoDre
their respective chairs, and moved pain-
fully and uneasily from knee to knee
while Sister Baker, a short, stout per-
son, with a most astonishingly deep
voice,' proceeded to give the Lord ex-
plicit information coticerfliig the affairs
and financial limitations of the Circle,
closing with fervent supplications for
each sister that she miglit neyer depart
from the straight and narrow way, and
earnestly petitioning that none of the
memrbers of this devoted band would
ever, however innocently, be the means
of causing a weaker brother or sister ta
off end.

With a smothered sigh of relief thei
good sisters heard lier stertorian
"Amen," and scrambled ta their feet,
stepping on. their, dresses, and i oisily
ilropping scssors and thîmbles as they
did so.

Timid Sister Gaylord, gathering up
her apronful of carpet rags, tip-toed
over to the preacher's wîfe, who was
President, and anxiously whispered in
lier ear, while the Circle sat in solemn
silence.

"I think as the idea is yours, Sister'
Gaylord, you sliould put it bef.re the
Circle yourself," said the preacher's
wife-a cheerful soul, ta whom parlia-
mentary rules were as manna i the
wilderness.

"Oh, no !" gasped Sister Gaylord, ini
terror. "I wouldh't so much as inmd
jest sittin' in my chair and tellin' you
ail about it, but when I hev ta stan' up
and 'second' things, and 'mave' 'em,
and cail you 'Mrs. President,' J'mn scared
piumb stiff, and I feel like I nieyer seen
nane of you betore. You tell, Sister
Allen; you don't mind speakin' out."

Sister Gaylord's face, wth its sur-
prised eyebrows and irresolute mouth,
assumied an expression of devout thank-
fulness as the preaclier's wife assented
smilingly to the whispered appeal, and
proceeded, ta the admiration of the
sisters, ta lay before the Circle, ;n the
most approved mnanner, the fact that the
two Misses Brown had no heating
stove in their tiny bouse, and, liad been
obliged ta sit by their kitchien fire al
the bitter winter; that a good stove was
for sale at the hardware store for five
dollars, anid that just that sum to the
credit of the Circle was in the bank;
and tlie President demanded a vote as
ta whether or no this money should be
used for this purchase.

"\Ve ail know," contintied the cheery
Fresident, that the Misses Brown are
worthv souils Who liave seen better day;,
and ares forced ta lie somnewliat depend-
ent on charity during tlie winter, wlier
botli suifer severely from rlieumatism.
This kindly plan of providing for tbeir
comifort next winter originated not witi
me, I regret to say, but with Sister
Ualord.' The question is flow open for
discussion."

This last remark sufficed to tbrow tlie
entire Circle into a cold perspiration, as
eîtlier sister racked lier brains ta re-
inember the correct parliamtntary Ian-
gulage in wliicli ta express ber opinion.

Silence reigned, broken only by the
Sound of falling scissors or spools,
wilich, in accordance with the natural
Perversity of sucli articles as the last
nained, invariably rolled under the
organ or bed, and were only fished out
wîth mucli exertion and the broom b'
flushed and exasperated owners. Sev-
eral sisters hitclied uneasily on' their
chairs, but no one spoke, until tlie Presi-
dent taking in the situation, came ta the
rescue, and announced tbat tlie question
w~as before the meeting for informa]
discussion.

The effect was magical. Each sister
dropped ber work, opened bier molth
and began ta talk at one and the sani
moment, and this is what tbey said:

'i*hat there stove ain't warth ovet
four . .. .. .. Mindy told me sbe ikt
ta fraze last winter-. . . Costs a beaý
ta run two fires- . Only two roamý
in their bouse- ... Seems like onc

stove would heat- . . . . Took al1ý the
Lircle's money last winter ta buy wood
for ane . .. . Susan Brown is a good,
industriaus soul, but Mindy is toa sot il,
lier way and uppish- . . . Behind with
the furren missionary money. .. .. .
Charity begins at home- . . . . Mindy
don't mnepn a thing by lier quter ways-

S...Bouglit a percale gown for twelve
cents when tbem as went without their-
selves and give ta ber had ta wear five-
cent calker- . . . Mighty improvident
and wasteful- .. . Good bands in sick-
ness wlien they's well theirselves-...
A shame for two good souls like them
ta be cold nigts- . . . . Wood only.a
dollar a cord- . . . . And with 'their
rheumatism, no wonder tbey can't work
much cold days- . . . . Five dollars is
a good deal ta spend- -.-. . Hope tbey'l
appreciate their blessings- . . . Always
did have my suspicions about Mî\Indy's
ortliodoxy- . . . . Susan allers does
wliat Mindy tells ber-. . . . Commn'
warm weather, and tliey wan't need na
heatin' stove tiIl fal- . . . Stove migbt
be gone by tlien, or the maney user1 up-

*...Mindy's so high falutin' 'bout
things as is given ber-.. . Hes cake
and fresh meat oftener 'an I can-...
Takes Por folks ta be wasteful-...
Seen better days, and are good souls-

M \ebby the man would knock off
fifty cents, setin' it's fer charity-. ..

The Pres *dent, slightîy disturbed,
rapped smartly for order, and, awe-
struck and guilty, silence feIl upon the
Circle as tbey realized they would have
ta vote upon the subi ect and bad for-

1gotten what tbey must do, and certain
nervous sisters felt cold and creeping
sensations in the regions of their spines,
and secretly wondered how on earth
congressmen and representatives cou-Id

>- go tbrough with sucli business day in
and day out and seem ta like it.

"The vote wilt be by ballot," mn-
nounced tht President. and a hurried

*scramble for paper, follwed by a fran-
tic search for a pencil, unegrtbed a
stilb, minus any point wbatever, 'but
speedily whittled into tbe semblance of
one with a case knife, and the ballot
was at lengili taken, tbe "ayes" being
fine ta tbe "noes" five.
1 After tie -kldiriiment of tbe meet-

1 ing, tlie fourteen determined womnen
s bled in a procession down ta, the bard-

ware store ta assist in tht purcliase of
ctlie stove, and ta jew tlie hardware man
;down fifty cents, besides throwing in a
spoker and two lengtlis of pipe, all of
ewhich they triumpliantly accomplisbed.

A committet of the ladies, armed with
rstove legs and pipe wrapped in paper,
ýand accompanied by tlie resigned hard-

ware man, \ho abjectly trundled the
-slave inî a wleelbarrow, liaving been

ri buflied inta delivering it aînd putting it
i. up, marclied in imposîng array ta the
rtiny bouse where the Misses Brown

i lived, and assissted at the final ceremani-
r ies.
r Sxngly and collectively, they gave

thecir opinions as to whichi way tlie slave
eshould set; siîigly and collectivelY, theY

s înstructed the nman about puttîng up the
-pipe; and singly and collectively, they
-atterwards mentioned, with raised eyc-

brows and bated breath, the word lie
ewhispered wlien tht pipe wouldîf t fit
;,and slipped and jamrned bis fingers.

i Its miglity fine ta liev sucli a heater,
;t ain't it, Mýiindy?" ventured Miss Susan
,e Brown, eyeîng her sister uncertainly, as
it the twa wamen Put their littie bouse in
,Y order after the invaders had left.
7- "1 reckolu sa," snapped Miss Mindy,
ir putting tht chairs in their places with a
- vîgorous tiumnP, "but it looks ta me
ýe that screens ta keep these bere pesky
ýn thies out would be a heap mare ta tl'e
i purpose in june tban a heater. Not but

what it's kind of them, of course, an'
ýr mebby we'll get tbe screens for Christ-
hl mas. No-, I s'pose it ain't Christian-
ie like ta talk tbat-a-way," she continued,

in answer ta ber sister's tnild remon-
ýr strance; "but it does make me plumb
-e hot ta bey Eliza Goodricli an' Sarah
tp Snow came here givin' us stoves in
s charity, wben every ane in the bull town
e knows thet we're poor as job's turkey
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