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and, inthe mean time, I cannot but indulge the hope that the British
Government ‘will see the propriety of renouncing, as a rule of future
action, the precedent which has been set in the affair at Schlosser.

' No. 2.
Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. .

Sir, . : Washington, July 28, 1842.
IN the course of our conferences on the several subjects of difference
which it was. the object of my mission to endeavour to settle, the unfor-
tunate.case of the ¢ Caroline,” with its attendant consequences, could not
escape our attention; for although it is not of a description to be sus-
ceptible of any settlement by a convention or treaty, yet being. connected
with the highest considerations of national honour and .dignity, it has
given rise at times to deep excitement, so as more than once to endanger
the maintenance of peace. : S ‘ o
The note you did me the honour of addressing me the 27th instant,
- reminds me that however disposed your Government might be to be satis-
fied with the explanations which it has been my duty to offer, the natural
anxiety of the public mind requires that these explanations should be
more durably recorded in.our correspondence, and you send me a copy
of .your-note to Mr. Fox, Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister here, and an
extract from the speech of the President of the United States to Congress
at the opening of the present session, as a ready mode of presenting the
view entertained on this subject by the Government of the United States.
. It is sofar satisfactory to perceive that we are perfectly agreed as'to
the_general principles of international law applicable to this unfortunate
case. - Respect for the. inviolable character of the.territory of independent
nations is.the most essential foundation of civilization.. It is useless to
strengthen a principle so generally acknowledged by any appeal to autho-
rities'on international law, and you may be assured, Sir, that Her Majesty’s
Government set the highest possible value on this principle, and are
-sensible of their duty to support it by their conduct and example for the
maintenance of peace and order in the world.. If a sense of moral respon-
sibility were not a sufficient surety for their observance of .this duty
-towards. all. nations, it will be readily believed that the. most common
dictates of interest and policy would lead to it in the case of a long con-
terminous boundary of some thousand miles with a country of such great
and growing power as. the United States of America, inhabited by a
- kindred race, gifted with all its activity and all its susceptibility. on
points of national.honour. N
:Every. consideration. . therefore leads us to set as. highly as your
‘Government can possibly do, this paramount obligation. of reciprocal
respect for. the independent territory of each. , But, however strong this
duty may be, it is admitted by all writers, by all jurists, by the
.occasional practice of .all nations, not excepting your own, that a
strong overpowering necessity may arise when this great principle may
and must be suspended.. It must be so, for the shortest possible period
during the:continuance of an admitted overruling necessity, and strictly
confined within ‘the narrowest limits-imposed by.that necessity. Self-
defence is the first law of our nature, and it must be recognized by every
code .which professes to regulate the. condition and relations of man.
Upon this modification, if I may so call it, ofrthe great general principle, we
seem also to.be agreed; and.on this part of the subject I have done little
more than repeat the sentiments, though in less forcible language, admitted
and maintained by you in the letter to which you refer me. .
o+ Agreeing,:therefore, on. the general principle and on the possible ex-
. ception to which it is liable, the only question between us is, whether this
occurrence came within the limits fairly to be assigned to such exceptions :
whether, to use your words, there was “ that necessity of self-defence,
instant, overwhelming, leaving..no choice of means’ which preceded the
destruction of . the ¢ Caroline”. WhileHmoored‘to the shore of the United
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