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READINGS FROM CURRENT LITERATURE.

TRUST.

“THe same old bafling questions | 7 O my friend
I cannot answer them. In vain I send
My soul into the dark, where ne ser burn

The lamps of science, nor the natural light,
Of Reason’s sun and star! [ cannot learn
: Their great and solemn meaning, nor discern
! The awful secrets of the eyes which turn

Evermore on us through the day and night
With silent challenge and a dumb demand.

Proﬁ'ering the riddles of the dread unknown,

Like the calm Sphinxes, with their eyes of stone,
Questioning the centuries from their veils of sand !

I have no answer for myself or thee,

Save that I learned beside my mother’s knee ;

* All is of God that is, and is to be;
And God is good.” Let this suffice us still,
Resting in childlike trust upon His will

Who moves to His great ends unthwarted by thee.

Joun G, WHITTIER.

THE MEYERBEER CENTENARY,
AX articlo published by the Hamburg Aremdenblatt
Under the title: ** I'wo Proph.cies, a Reminiscence on
® Occasion of Meyerbeer's Centenary,” relates two inter-
fting anccdotes with regard to the great composer, They
both refer to Meyerbeer’s opera of * Robert the Devil.”
Re of the anecdotes speaks of a visit paid by the maéstro
Mme. Lenormand, the fortune-teller. Being first asked
Y her to throw dice, he did so, and the throw resulted in
Tee sixes turning up. She exclaimed “ A great success
. By, the greatest success.”  Meyerbeer then shuffled
%veral times a pack of cards, which Madame afterwards
Tked with her wand. Finally she said to him: “ You
8te a great artist, you have in hand a great undertaking
feated by you with the help of God, and for the world’s
d"light. It will be crowned with great success and bring
Jou glory and prestige, but”—and then she turned up a
Plain black card, “You have sold yourself to the davil,
80d he will be victorious.” Overjoyed at this prophecy,
¥hich he of course interpreted as having reference to his
era, the composer was hurrying through the Champs
lysées when he nearly upset a tall man who stopped him
¥ith an exclamation of recognition.  Meyerbeer shook
2ands warmly. My dear Rossini,” he said, “my head
1 8o fyl), you know ; the day after to-morrow is the pre-
Midre of my piece.” ‘“ Ah ! of * Robert the Devil,’” retorted
- ossini, “They say you have already got the opera on
¢ Jirty street organs to make it popular before its produc-
- Jlon, Is that piece of Jesuitism really true?” Meyer-
er, somewhat embarrassed, replied that he had to fight
3%aingt stubborn animosity to his opera, and that the end
JUstified the means. Before Rossini could answer, a barrel
gan near by began playing. Meyerbeer was delighted
8ee Rossini obviously fascinated by the tune, which
"‘"‘“ no other than the air of * Kobert toi que jaime.”
hat is this, and by whom?” ejaculated Rossini.
Me}’erbeer’s eyes sparkled as he triumphantly declared it
29 be an air from the new opera.  Rossini embraced him
'8 the gtreet, saying: ¢ Meyerbeer, you have conquered
'8, and if your opera had no further brilliant pieces, this
8r would secure its victory. That is my prophecy.” Both
Prophecies proved true, and the opera was a splendid
Succesy when performed for the first time two davs later,
% November 22, 1831, at the Grand Opéra in Paris.—
he Times.

SIR BOYLE ROCHE.
| Tug mention of the name of Sir Boyle Roche will at
- Once bring to mind the Irish bull, for no other man has
“ined more bulls than the renowned Sir Boyle, and possi-
Y none other has kept the House in such perpetual roars
f laughter at his follies, He held the office of Gentle-
Wan Usher at the Irish Court, and discharged his duties
the satisfaction of everyone with whom his functions
b"’\lght him in contact. There is a harvest of drollery to
'® gleaned from his gpeeches in the. House at various
Mes, and more especially were his bon mots enter-
ining for the reason that he himself was often very
Sarnest and heated in his remarks, and was unconscious of
® bathos he was giving utterance to. ** What, Mr.
Peaker,” gaid he on one occasion, “and so we are to
®ggar ourselves for fear of vexing postenty! Now, I
®ould ask the honourable gentleman, and this most hon-
rable House, why we should put ourselves out of our
Vay to do anything for posterity, for what ha's posterity
2one for us3” The orator after this declaration, expect-
g joud applause from his own party, was extremely dis-
Ncerted to find the whole house in a burst of laughter at
hig remark, so he began to explain that * he assured the
Ouse that by posterity he did not at a!l mean our ances-
T8, but those who were to come immediately af.ter thqm.’
Thig explanation convulsed the house, and nothu}g serious
¥as done for half an hour. Sir Boyle was very indignant
the proceedings of the Parisian Jacobins, and on one
%cagion he thus aired his indignation and contempt of
thewm , «Tf we once permitted the villainous French
88ons to meddle with the buttresses and walls of our
eient constitution, they would never stop nor stay, sir,
by they had brought the foundation stones tumbling down
Rboyt, the ears of the nation, If these Gallican villaing
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should invade us, 'tis on that very table, maybe, these
honourable members might see their own destinies lying
in a heap atop of one another. Here, perhaps, sir, the
Marshallaw (Marseillaise) men would break in, cut us in
mincemeat, and throw our heads bleeding on that table to
stare us in the face.” One of his famous Uaion speeches
concluded with this pithy remark, that “this excellent
Union will convert our barren hills into fruitful valleys.”
In another speech, directed against the Jacobins and Jaco-
bin intrigue, Sir Boyle angrily exclaimed : “Sir, [ gmell
a rat, I see him brewing in the air, but mark me, Mr,
Speaker, I shall yet nip him in the bud.” Hearing that
Admiral Howe was in search of the French, he remarked
that he trusted that ‘“‘he would sweep the Gallic flest off
the face of the earth.” He expresses his loyalty in one
speech by the sublime utterance : “I stood prostrate at
the feet of my sovereign.” He also held up to the ridicule
of the House ** the man who had turned his back on him-
gself.” He lammented “ that single misfortunes never came
alone, and that the greatest of all possible misfortunes is
generally followed by a greater.” Sir Boyle was married
to a daughter of Sir Richard Cave; this wife of his evi-
dently seemed bent on schooling her husband, for she com-
pelled him daily to read Gibbons’ *Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire” for style. Sir Boyle was so cruelly
punished by this that be often stigmatized the historian as
a “low fellow, who ought to have been kicked out of
company wherever he was, for turning people’s thoughts
away from their prayers, and their politics to what the
devil himself could make neither head nor tail of.”— Bel-
fast Telegraph.

A paIr of green whip snakes in the reptilo house at
a Zoo illustrate very well the remarkable similarity
which animals frequently show to their usual surround-
ings. These snakes are arboreal in habit and green in
colour ; when the leaves fall they descend to earth and
hibernate. KEven in the restricted space afforded by the
glass case in which they live, it is not always an easy
matter to detect the snakes at once, so closely do their
colours harmonize with the shrub upon which they gen-
erally rest.

SOM= CHARMING BOOKS.

LEAVES FROM AN ARTIST'S FIELD BOOK.

By WgpworrH Wanswortd.  Beautifully engraved by Andre w
Oblong quarto, cloth, gilt, $£.00; full morocco, $8.00,
Everything about this book is of the finest; the poeurs are beantiful
enough to win favour a'one without the exquisite il]pscrﬂ.bmus whlqh
show the touch of genius; the paper, printing and binding are all in
keeping, and the volume forms ono of the most attractive holiday books

ever offered. )
THE POET'S YEAR.
Edited by Oscar Fav Apams. Oblong 4to, 150 tllustrations, 25 full-
page drawings by Chaloner. Gold cloth, $6.00 ; moroceo, $10,
A new edition of this benutiful book, which contains “a delightful
and diversified enllection of the choicest pooms of the bast authors, with
an affluence of artistic illustration.”

THE NEW WOMANHOOD.
By Rev. J. C. FeryaLp,  Introduction by Marion Harland.
12mo, 31.25,
Woman's needs, her work, her relations to the homs, to social and
business life. including training of children, questions of property, edu-
oation, ete., are discussed in the brondest, most comprohensive manner.

SHORT CUTS AND BY-PATHS.

By Horace LunT, author of *“ Across Lots.” 12mo, $1.25,

' A sheaf of chnrming essays, which will be certain to greatify all
genuine lovers of out-of-door life.”~Boston Bewcon.

BIRD-DOM.
By Leanpkr 8. Kevser. 12mo, $1.00.

‘ Tangles of Bird Song,” * A Jolly Red-head,” “ Brilliants in Plumes,"
“The Woods in Ermino,” are some of the chapter hoadings of this inter-
esting volume.

STORIES OF THE LAND OF EVANGELINE.

By Grack Dean MoLikon. Tllustrated by Hy. Sandbam. 12mo, $1.25

* These atories f1rnish enough of rom wnce and history, with liternry
refereuces and acenic descriptions to pravide the most entertaining, and
at the samse time protit wle reading.” —Journal of Education, Boston.

YOUNG FOLKS' GOLDEN TREASURY OF LITERA-
TURE, SCIENCE AND BIOGRAPHY.
Cloth, plain, $2.25 ; gilt edges, $2.75. Fully illustrated, -
Contains short gketches aud poeins by thn bost writers, ineluding
Anaauda B. Harrig, Benjamin V.uughan Abhott, Harriet Prescott Spoffor 1,

Lucy Larcom, Nora Perry, ete.; boautifully illustrated by Taylor. Gar-
rett, Barnes, Lungren, etc,

CHILD CLASSIiCS.
Compiled by Mary R. Fitcw. 8vo, gilt, finely illustrated, $1.50,
Tue poems chosen for this beautiful child's book will not ouly capti-
vate the child’s fansy, but linger in his mamorv, and familiatize him
with suc1 authors as Teanyson. Liowall, MicDonald, Loungfellow ete.
The full-page reprod\gctinus of paintings by Sir Joshua Reynolds, Meyer
von Bremen, Correggio and others are worth the price of the hook.

A LITTLE MILLIONAIRE.
By Marraa L. Moobzy. Quarto, cloth, 31.50.

Delightfulll{ illustrate . Bimilar in styla to “ A Qneer Little Prin.

cess,” *“ Three Little Maids,” “Little He and 8he,” and *“ Dollikius and
the Miser.”

A charming story of child-lifs in New York City, in which the con-
trasts between plenty nnd poverty are sketehed with realistic power.
The naive, high-spirited little hero 'will win all hearts,

FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS MIDWAY.
By MaRcaRET SiDNEY, Tllustrations by W. L. Taylor, $L1.50.

A seqael to that most hi ' “Five Li
Pep‘;‘)ers'and How Thoy Glx‘;ovg.glar of all chil.lren’s books, “ Five Little
) .d'I‘hxs.cha.rmlng tu.ruil.y are taken through u most delightful series of
incidents in & manner whioh sends suushine into the reader’s heart.'—
Boston Times.

STORIES OF NEW FRANCE.

By Asxes M. Maouar and THos. G. Magrquis.  Tlustrated,
. _ 12mo, $1.50.
Many will welcome thig book which putsin very readable form the

stories of heroic advent ) 5 ith : i
anuals abound.”—Golgon ;tl;ﬁeund self sacritice with which Canadian
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A_NEW BOOK BY MAX O’RELL.
A FRENCHIMAN IN  AMERICA.

By MaAaX O°REILT.

Author of “Jonatuan anld Hiy Coustnent,” ““John Ball,
Jr,” ete. With over 130 illustrutions by K. W,
Kemble, T vl o, exira o sh, il top, $2 00,

Max O'Rell’s marveHons varsatility is the bast guarantee that he
does not repsat himself in these reminiscences, While every page
glows with the humonr of the sane swift and graceful pen, the book is
as fresh and brimming with interest as though its genial anthor had
never hefore written a line ahout \merica,

Mr. Kemble has canght the spivit of the texi with rarve fidelity,
and gives us over 130 illustrations dowe in his inimitable style,

THE STORY OF FRANCIS CLUDDE

By Svaxnuy J. Wiymay, author of “The House of the
Wolt,” cte. 1 vol,, 8vo, extra cloth, ink and gold dies,
inlaid, $1.50.

This i the initial volume of “ Casseri’s New Sknries oF INTER-
NATIONAL Corvricnr Novews,” by leadiug Knglish and Continental
writers.  Works by prominent Anmlerican authows will vecasionally be
added, and the series will present a wide range of literary attractions

THE CHILDREN OF WILTON
CH ST
By L. T. Meabe, author of “ A World of Girls,” ¢ The
Palace Bewatifal,” ¢ Polly, a New-Fashioaed Girl,” ete,
1 vol., 12mo, with Hlustrations 5 price, $1 50,

A delightful story of child life, told in Mys,
manner,

Meade’s brightest

A New Volume in the “ Unknown ” Librarvy,
EUROPEAN RELATIONS.

A Tirolese Sketch. By Pawvacu Daniy.  Flexible eloth
covers, 1 vol,, 12mo, 50 cents.

THE LAST GREAT NAVAL WAR

An Historical Retraspect,
With waps and diagrams,
boards, pp. 120, 75 cents.

This is an account of the fast great naecal war that will oceur, not

of one that has already transpired.  The sketeh is well coneaived, and
is worked out with rare skill and originality.

Bv A, NikrLson Sravorti,
L vol,, s quarto, Hexible

New Volumes in Cassell's Nunshine Sevies.
FATHER STAFFORD.

By AxtoNy Horg, author of “* A Man of Mark.”
12mo, paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75 conts,

1 vol

THE IHTDDEN CITYy.

By Warrer H. McDovsars, INustrated by the author.
1 vol., 12mo, paper, 50 conts ; cloth, 75 cents.

THE NEW F0R8.

By LroroLp voN Sacuir-Masocrr. Translated from the
Gemm'l by Harriwr Liksik Courn. | vol,, 12mo,
paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75 cents.

Sacher-Masoch is probably the most popular novelist in Germany

to-day, and ““ The New Job ” is a splendid oxample of his work. It
is a powerful story of persecution and disaster in Russia,

FOR SALE BY ALIL BOOKSELLERS,

CASSELL PUBLISHING COMPANY,
104 AND 106 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.

PINE, Rosk, J:LEUR DE |_is.

POEMS BY SERANUS.

“All who prize loeal colour and youn enthusiasm -
hearted patriotism will find them in th{s bo%k. The se;iésa:gisg;zzg
‘Down the River,’ are veritable caskets of precious New World
coneeits.”—Saturday Review (London, Kng.).

*“Spirit and tone genuinely Canadian. . . French models
of versification are successfully and appropriately imitated,

The author might become a Canadian Longfellow,” — Sp;:ctt.um.-
(London, Eng.).

. ‘“The pretty Krench phrases and refraing come like the notes of a
guitar into our Saxon symphony.  As Mr. Cable brought into use the
rich colouring of the French Creole regions, the Canadian poets began
timidly to use the same resources among the Frenchmen of Canada
and the best fruit of the new effort is to be found in the present
volume,”—New York Nation.

“A new singer from Canada who vossesses u brilliant natural

voice. Tt is not likely that thers is in America or in England another

writer who could describe a woodland sojourn, naturally and without

s{;aivlld by means of half a hundred villanelles, "~ Boston Literary
orld,

HART & CO., PusLisHens,
31 & 33 King 8t. W.,, TORONTO, Canada,



