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MISSIONS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,
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thAt this season of « May Meeting,” when | Puritanism in England became deepl

€ results of missionary labour at home
8d abroad during the past year are re-
Eol”ted by all our great English societies,
ﬂ?d when missionaries from every part of
® globe, and of “every kindred and
Dgue” tell « what things the Lord hath
Tought,” it may be both interesting and
E'm_ﬁtable to our readers to glance at the
Vival of the Protestant Church, and its
18siong during the present century,
he Leginning of the nineteenth century
'é’]a"ks an epoch of revival in the Protestant
i"_"\:h. It would be going beyond the
u‘::ts Preseribed by our subject to consider
i l.cttuses of that remarkalle reaction into
"ff'_:l'encc of life, or of positive error in
nf Q.t’_'“le. whic}} follov.ved more or less
ti(ﬁ:‘l]y the‘ stirring period of the Reforma-
- Such tides, indeed, in the affairs of
—now rushing with irresistible waves
ino € utmost limit of the land ; then reced-
2 and feaving behind but a few pools to
3k where the waters once had been; and
v‘.", after a longer or a shorter interval,
ancmg with a deep flood over the old
Und,—are among the most striking
1€Nomeang in history. X
Ohy & last century witnessed the Protestant
treh ap jts lowest ebb,  We thankfally
"owledge that God did not leave hiwm-
in e“Wlthout holy men as living witnesses
Ol'ﬁry branch of that Chureh.  And we
thap ;" with deepest gratitule, how, more
N 0"! any other country, he preserved in
o Vo country both individual and con-
ait%atmn%l life, with orthodox standards of
tang '0 Still, taken as a whole, the Protes-
o hurch was in a dead state through-
'ot ¢ world; while, during the same
he"er ’ mﬁdeh?y was never more mmpa'nt.
o, ore allied with philosophy, politics,
the , It was the age of
Hume and learned Gibbon; of

s and literature.
the ot :
Paine, and of the master of

M Tibalq
Who P& Voltaire; with a host of literati
pe‘vere beginning to make merry, in the
be de:hat God’s prophets were at last to
t'ium troyefl from the earth. Rational’sm
Phed in al} the Coutivental churches.

tainted with Unitananism. The descend~
ants of the Pilgrim Fathers had, to a large
extent, embraced the same creed in America,
The Established Churches in England and
Scotland, though preserving their confes.
sions, and having very many living men in
the ministry, suftered, nevertheless, from
that wintry cold which had frozen the waves
of the great Reformation sea, and which
was adding chill to chill. The French
Revolution marked the darkest hour of this
time; yet it was the hour which preceded
the dawn. It was the culminating point
of the infidelity of kings, priests, and
people;—the visible expression and embo-
diment of the mind of France, long tutored
by falsehood and impiety,—it was Satan
lei loose on earth, that all night see and
wonder at the Beast! That Revolution
inscribed lessons in letters of blood for the
Church and for the nations of the world to
leasn. Christians accordingly clung nearce
to their Saviour amidst the dreadful storin
which shook and destroyed every other
resting-place, and were drawn to the throne
of mercy and grace, thereby becominy
stronger in faith and more zeilous in 1o,
The indilferent were roused to earnest
thought by the solemn events which were
taking piace around them. Speculative
infidels even, became alarmead at the pre-
tical results of their theories. Mere worldly
politicians trembled at the spectacle of un-
principled millions wielding power that
affceted the destinies of Europe, and recog-
nised the necessity of religion to save the
State at least, if not to save the soul. Men
of property, from the owner of a few acres
to the merchant prince, and from no higher
motive than the love of their possessions,
acknowledged that religion was the best
guarantee for their preservation. In count~
less ways did this upheaving of society
operate in the same direction with those
deeper forces which were beginning to stix
the churches of Britain, and to quicken
them into new life.

The history of Europe during the firs$
pare of the present century, is a history



