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A PEEP INTO THE “CRISIS OF MIS-
SIONS.”

BY MRS, MACDOUGALL IN THE NEW ENGLAND
PRESBYTERIAN.

“I have attempted though very imper-
fectly, to cull a faw thoughts from these
fascinating pages, hoping tha* they ‘nay
tempt you to gather the whole, so by a
thorough reading of tho “Crisis of Mis-
sions,” *he information gained will more
than pay you for the time spent.

In 1793 the first modern foreign mission-
ary, a pious cobbler, William Carey, start-
¢d out from England.  Missionaries were
a novelty in those days, and were terribly
persecuted. Now the Jaw is a kind friend
in protecting them from all injury.

When the ninteenth century Uegan,
one could hardly reach the heathen.
There was the great Wall of China, the
ports of Japan were closed, the English
power iu India was very hostile to mis-
sionary cffort, one coukl not get into Af-
rica, and the islands spread over the ocean
were full of creatures, who were so fero-
cious as to eat theiv fellow-beings. The
Moslems were bigots. The Clristianity
in papal lands was only a name, and the
Bible was not allowed to be circulated.
Women were despised and shut up in har-
ems. Thoso who knew nothing of the
gospel were like wild beasts and demons,
and those who called themselves Chris-
tians, cousidered it a crime against God
to embrace any other belief than their
own and their pride and greatness were
further obstacles of approach. There
were hatred and indifference towards mis-
sionary cffort, owing to the sins and im-
moralities in the church at hume,

TO-DAY,
all these barriers are down.  The word of
God has two hundred and tifty languages
and dialects for its universal diffusion over
the earth. Indin is full of missionary sta-
tions. Turkey has many church spires
pointing to heaven. Syrian men and wo-
men are being educated in Christian
schools, and the Bible has a large circul-
ation throughout the world. Japan is be-
comiug civilized, Africa accessible to tra-
vellers, cannibals are but little known,
and the Papal lands are sending out in-
vitations to Christians to come and work
there.
INDIA

secmed ahmnost imjregnable.  Tnside

were 200,000,000 Brahmins and Mo-
hammedans, who were deadly enemies to
religion, and sociul caste was o great bar-
rier.  To-day, the cducation of women is
progressing rapidly. Brahminism is dy-
ing. Railroads ave breeing up the distine-
tions in social standing. for all classes ride.
together in the ¢cars. The native Chris-
tian population has jucreased twenty fold
in half a century. Now, ta be a Christian
in Iudia is to be 1espected. The graves
of six hundred missionaries in that country
will reap arichlarvest of souls. sSixty
thousand heathen became Chrigtians in
one year. Wonderful changes!

SIAM

has a population of 8,000,000. Thisis a -
very interesting country. The vegetation
is beautiful, and the animal kingdom vari-
ed. All of the snered literature is written
on long strips of palm leaf. The piinei-
pal works comprise 4,000 volumes. Budch-
ism is the peoply’s religi-n ~ One temple
erected to Buddha cost $200,600 Jan 1 con-
tains 900 imagesof the g d, vno of them,
158 feetlong isinlaid with pearl and over-
laid with gold.

There are only twenty seven ‘mission-
aries among the Siamese. The kingis kind
to missivnaries, alto a donor.  The preach-
ing, teaching, pressandmedical mission are
fouragencies to convert Siam to Christ.
When the young king lost his wife he bor-
rowed a Bible from one of the,missionaries,
because there was nothing in Buddhism to
give him any comfort.” Access to the har-
ems  was first made in 1861, when the
thirty wives and royal sisters of the king
were taught.

CBINA'S

population is 500,000,C0Q. Tliese **Orien-
tal Yankees” are industrious, sparing,
polite, ingenious and ¢xsremely proud of
their antiquity.  Almost all of the inven-
tions date back to Chira, and public
honors are based upon skilful brain labor.
China is surrounded by its famous wall,
1.500 miles long, and from f{ifteen to
thirty feet high. It is wide enough for
six horsemen to ride abreast.

The famous treaty of Tientsin in 1858,
gave missions an access to this wonderful
country. Chinamen are gamblers, opium
eaters and drunkards. Women are abased.
In forty of the Chinese towns two-fifths of
all the girl babies were either drowned or
buried alive. The langas.nis very diffi-
cult to learn. :



