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1 believo in tho Chuî-chl catholit alid one, consisting of

the wvhole finily of tite rcdcînod, those gathcred liolie,
tlise wvaiting and working on this the other shore, the
ehurch invisible. The church visible is its represontative
ont cartb, arld mnlay ho iiwd (a) aLS com prclîend ing ail pro.
fes-cd holiovers ivithon t referoxc to particullar orgaftiza*
tions, or (b), i its relation to the vitrious doîriotninational
or national organiizationis into which nion fall hy the prov-
idences of birth, association, oduicationi or cotintry.

'ýNVî thon t beCill,, offcnsil-el y exp)licit, those wvordS

are surely enougli to showv thiat to mie at Ieast, the
exclusive dlaii to divine righit for cither Episco-
palian, Presbyterian, or Congcregation al ism, lîad
no foundation wvbatever ; se far as polity wv&5 con-
cerned, I was frec to work tinder either. The
providence of iny youth placed nie under English
Independency, where I hieard muuch of Christ and
liberty, and notlîing of polity ; that of my early
manhood under a branchi of Canadian Presby-
terianisni, in wvhic1î I was led to its ministry,
finding ail the work- and liberty I askod, and niost
congenial fellowsliip, withi the imperfections that
attacli theniselves to our human endeavors. There
the Nortîîern church sougli t nie, and to persistent,
pressure 1 yielded ; niy avowved position eccle3ias-
tically, as the public understood, it wvas g iven by
sonie correspondent in the Toronto Evcing Te/e-
gram, Novon)ber .2lst, 1879.

In these dlays, wvhen churchi lines rxe pretty firnily
drawvn, Mr. ]3nrton's case is pectiliar. Ilo stili holds that
his standing as a Prcsbyterian iinister is as good as ever.
The people of the Northern Coligregational chutrch are
cqually liberal, and as far as Toronto is concerned, cqually
singular. They have not askcd Mr. Burton to change his
views of chiurch gov'ernrnent. The. connection lias heen
formied on the broad ground of a uniting syznpathy, a
inttal affection, and a connoni Christianity.

That t i (to mie) unknown correspondent ivas
justified in \vhat lio vrote is plain fromn the biState.
ment of the church " made by the late kNr. IH. J.
Clark, at the Recognition service

It wvill bz wvell inii naking the Statement of the church
to define our position as a church wvitli respect to our
faith anrd order. Tho circnmiistances9 iinder whichi we mneet
to-night seemn te eal for sotme sueh statement, not for the
purposo of obtrucing-but the rather to show lîow broad
tire ground %wc occupy, and how therefore wvc could feel
that thero was no yiclding of principles in the invitation
wvhich wo, a Congregational chureh, gave te Mt\r. Burton,
an accrcditcd ininister of the Prcsbyterian church, nor
yet in bis final acceptance of that invitation twice given.

I ]cave those extracts whichi are given- as briefly
as possible, to tell their own stery, and close witli
the statemient that I bave yet to learn that in any
wvay I have departcd froni the course of perfect

f ankness, geniticeiianly courtesy or Christian ho>ior

in miy ecclesiastical reilations. It surely was net
necessary foi- nie te bo always quoting the coin-
pact. I (lie rathier thi-ew niyseif heartily into the
Christian worki of the denomination until cîrcuin-

stantes domanded a severance. As 1 broughIt nu
letters of ti-ansfer either te the chiurcli or te the

denomnination I asked none frein thoni, and îny

old Presbytery hiad ne hecsitancy in recognizing
rîîy status Wvhen asked, wvhicli action lias been con-

firînied by the General Assembly. 1 atin tempted
te express regret that the friends of the churches

carinot continue the Ilbroad greund of uniting

syn-ipathy, inutual affection and comîinon Chris-

tianity " upon wvlich. my relations te the Northeril
church 'vere based ; and that seemiingly inucli of
that large-hearted sympathy wvas laid unclor the
turf whiclî cevers the romains of the friend who
read the Staternont of the clîurch. A'vaiting witlî
hiju the better resuî-rectien,

Fraternally ove>-,
July iGth, 1894. Jolis BURTSN.

INTERNATION'ýAL CONVENTIONI AT
CLEVELAND.

? ',e grea t International Convention of the
Ch. ;an Endeavor wvas this year at Cleveland,
Oio, 'gnigon 11 th July. Notwitlistandiîîg
the thl 1-ened dislocation of railwvay connections,
on acceo. t of the g.reat strike-and whieh ne
doubt K-ep. -nany away-the attondance wvas most
impesing. . 8,600 delegates fromn points outside
of Cleveland; 3,000 from the city itself. Thus
about 22,000 delegates wvere present. The wholo
nunbering registering, as «"attencling, the Conven-
tion,," wvas 40,000. The Saen.gerfest Hall, the
largest auditoriumi iii the eity, 'vas used. It
would hold 12,000. Close by a largoe tent was
spread, 'vhich. held 11,000 more. Rev. Dr. Clark,
the founder of the Society, could only write the
Convention fromi a siek-bed. His address, pro-
parod beforehiand, and which ho hiad expected ta
deliver, -çvas read by ariother. Ho strongly ad-
vised te "Istrike for good citizenship, for enact-
ment of good laws, for sturdy and steady opposi-
tion te tlîoi saloon, the cganblin<r.hellI the lottery,
the violation of the Sabbath'» Ho suggests a
World's Christian Endeaver Union; and rejoices
that the Societies are beg7inning te de se much for
missions. And Dr. Clark is riglit; the C. E. will
only bo a blessin- ta the members, as they become

ablessing to others.
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