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this poor %vorldI-the uumerous and com-
fortable ' weli as we are' class, both saered
and lîroffane hîistory admoiîislî us. Cain,
doubtless, thîought sacrifice an innovation
and so intirdered Abel becatuse of its siue-
cess. rThe Ark of Noah was a huge innova-
tion to an infidel race whîclî for a lîuin-
dred vears înanfactured rnci lauigliter ont
of 1hii enterprise of the man ,viio--believed
God. 'l'lie uiîdertakiiig o? Moses, ]lis sub-
line code and institutions, ail a stupeiulous
monument of D)ivine wîsdloin and powver,
'were perpectua1ly resistcd by thtat disobedienît
generation, wlio could neyer forges rte
brick-kiins of Egypt, nnd the fieshi-pots and
the onions and rte garlie, tiil their carcases
feul iii the wilderness. The time would
faou to speak, of Jolîsua and Gideon anti
Jcplitia, andi Siimson, aiid Sanuiel and
Dav-id and Solomon ami Eiijah anîd
Elislîn id Nelieuniah anti Ezra and
D)aniel, vhio %were ail dariiig innovators.
The conduet of Neliemiali ia paruicitlar is
'very remnarkabie; for at the close o? his
book, vhiere lie enumerates. some of the
changes or improvements, ivhlil in spite of
opposition lie had introdueed, lie coneludfes
ecd lîead: ""Remember me, O îny God,
eonccrning thisfor good> or such like--
indicating that le had donc mueh) guod ser-
vice which, as men liated hum for it, lic
prays mav be remembcred to lus credfit by
God. Iný the New Testament, e\ampies
are numerous o? flic way in ivhi-h good
tlîings are often i-eceived, becaxuse tlîcy arc
either siezv or esteemed new. The first
preacher of"I the kingdom o? heav-eii" was
iewed as an innovatorand severely interro-
gatcd luy rte iconservativcs of his day. Even
bis naine was a daring innovation ; for the
people, who Yisited Elizabeth at bis cir-
curacision. and wlio wverc, like ail ladies,
stiekiers, for ncient usage, olbjected to his
naine, and remonstrated that: "lthere is
Dnue of thy kiadred that is callid by this
nime." Tlîev would ]lave called hum
Zichiras, Ilafter the namne of bis fîuthcr."
Tino Grent Redeemer's life, doctrine anti
actions, -%vere a gi-ca: innovation througbont,
for wliiclih cncountered severe, uiînter-
inittent and nialignant persockiiou. Jcw
andi Gentile, opposed in ail else, wec agi-ced
in sti'gmnaising the proeeedings oftbcapos-
docs as prestumptuous innovations. The
things tliat Paul preaclied wei-c Ilblaspue-
mny ag,.ainst t'he holy place, t'he liw anud the
cuistonus of our fathcrs." The Athenian
phulosophers 4"encountelued" this gi-ca: is-
sionnry with the analogous reproach: 'hb
scemelu to lie a setter forth ofstrange gods."1
The silversitii of Ephesus was of the saine
nîind, for saith lie: -"Iye sec and hear thiat
Bot Ahane at Ephesus, but udmot tirouigh-
oxut ill Asia, this Pauli bath pcrsuaded and

turned away lunch people, saying than tliev
hc no gods whlîi are nmade -%ith baudi(s."*#
Evervuwhere they %verc vicwcd as Ilthe iffl
tihit hiad turned the Nyorid upside dovvu.1"
Thus Clîristianity itself was viewed as a1
gigantie innovation, thou2h. ail tuie iiiiredj
wisdom and eloqucnce of itsadvocates ii ru
Cmployed il, shlowing tîtat it %vis a grand
necessity for inaîkînd, an immînstrable
blessing, aîid a fztîtîfil developilncu: ùf îhce
wiiI of God, as embodied in theinstitîtions
of the Old Testanment.

The aposties of science bave been suf-
ferers by tue. saine cry. Roger Ba:conî, tbe
grreatest genius of his age, the iniveiltor of
telecopes, sp)ectacles, mirroscopes, &SC., "vas
decried as a inagician, and caat into prison,
Mhcnce lie emcrged 'an old mn. Sir
.Michael Scott, wvho lived in the samne ccii.
tury, and occupicd in Scotland thce:iî
place lis Bacon in England, was stigiiia-
tised iii lus owîî and future limes as a ila-
gician, on vcry fimiliar ternis Nvitit thte

cmy of mnkind. Wieki-ifi', the mosu-
iiîg star of the reformation, wbo first trans-
iared the Bible into the vernacular, ecauped
death solelv by the friendsliip and poiver of
Johin of Gàtint. Ths naine of Johin Fautis,
the inventor of printiug, came to lie a
synoiiym in Genîiany for the dcvii; tlîough
there is no invention of modem finies uf
-%hlicli we can say -%îth more confidence.
IIthis is the finger of God." Alstroinumyi,
chemistry, gcology; the Coperitican si«S-
teom, the circulation of the blood, vaccina-
tion, poiver-loonis, stocking frarnes, staige
coaches, î'ailways, chloroforin, &c., liai-e
been so characterised. The sttidy of Greck
was proclaitiiet as a sure provocative of

1 îaganism. Even faxuners, that Collmlon
invention for cleaning grain, %vote îrîïet
and prenchced against as Ildeil's în.
The church bas been the greatcst oticidfer
in this reipect. Many passages in lier ]lis-
tory rclatiiîg to great improveints, sut).
scqueîîtly adopted, arc lhuniiliatiiug. At
one period the- inan whlo did not belic-vc in
lîunting up dccrepid old wonien, and bîirn-

inrtheni for w%,iîehes, 'would be in da.nger
ofbbking hum:t hinaself. Improvenients,
have aimost aiways heen denounccd ley tlht
clîurches-tioiugh christianity lias, on the
Nvholc, donc nmore to civilize men thin ii a
other influence, and it lias nover îraxiîed
liberai representatives to speak thc triiest
-word even in the darkecst tinies. Yet we
maust lament that ber civiliîng, influence
bas been so 1aTg4ly xiflconls, lininti-
tional and invol întary. It lias gencrailly
been in spite of hierseif. So that tc obser-
vation is very truc; that of thte two grcas
evils in the world-unchristian ig"norance
aud gornt cliristianity-it is liard to say
wlîie basdonc Most eyii.


