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NEWS OF THE MINES,

WORK ON VIRGINIA.

Werk on the dnfts (rom the inamn sheft
of the Virginia have been closed down
about six weeks, but in the meantime super-
intendent Macpherson has sunk two new
shafts, one immedintely south of the orj-
sinal workings and another about 350 feet
to the east. In the latter case the lead on
the surface bas been uncovered, and cross-
cuts made, showing a ledge from wall to
wall of ten feet. A shaft of about 12 feet
has been sunk on this showing, but mbile
the ore is rich looking, the values are low.
The other shaft south of the origmnal
workings is now down about 10 fret, and
105 tons of ore taken from the ledge here
has been sent to the Trail smelter, and
there is another carload now ready for ship-
ment on the dump. While the showing s
not as good in this shaft as in the one first
mentioned, shipping values continue right
along. No ofticial announcement bas been
given out as to the smelter returns from the
shipments sent down, but it 15 estunated
that the ore will run in the neighborhood of
$16 or $17, the values bemg chiefly gold
with somne silver, and from: one to three
per cent copper  The values are found in
some instances on the showing last oen
tioned in very unlikely locking rock which
has been found to assay fairly well. This
is by no means a new ecxperience in this
camp. In one of the levels of a large mine
on Red Mountain, some time ago, an official
who was showing some visitors through the
workings, drew attention to sume rock on
the side of the drift, and asked the visitors
what they thought it was. "Country rock,
evidently,” said they, ““notlang in that, of
cotrse.” A lttle further on in the drift,
the sides were exammed again and it was
plainly seen that mineralization had come
in. The rock, in fact, was what a tender-
font would call *‘very pretty indeed.” The
visitors  were anxious to know what this
last ore would run, and were naturally  as-
tonished when informed that the highly min-
erahzed 'pretty looking'® rock would prob-
ably run about $2, -while the country rock—
and it was real country rock, nothing clse,
—ran from $40 to 360 to the ton. ' Yes,
smid the official, ''there is no doubt obout
the values. 1 was surprised mysell and
had the face here chipped off and assayed re-
peatedly, until there could he no mistake. I
know that we have about 12 eet along the
side of the drift here winch wiil run all the
way from $30 to $60. I do not pretend to
account for it, hut there is no question
about the values."

1t has long been understood, though not

always believed, that only the man with
tho blowplpe knows what is in the rock.
Over and over again some of the finest look-
wp rock {maginable flas been fonnd  con-
tadn very disappointing values, and frequent-
ly high values are obtamed from very fn-
fertor  looking rock. The mining eugluvers
of the camp say that the only safe method
to follow 15 to assuy every foot of the
way.

REPUBLIC

Strike on the 600-foot f.evel Much Uetter
Than Expected.

Mr. uvirence J McCualg has returncd
from a trtp to British Columbia and Wash-
mglon. Spesking of the 200-ton mill which
18 to be crected at the Republic miue,
McCuaig  said  that {t would not take six
months to complete the work, the tme de-
pending, however, upon the delivery of  the
machmery requited.  He 1s not certam atout
the old will, bt whether it closes down
awhile or not will make no difference as re-
gards wie reguiar payment of dividends, as
a contract has heen entered into with the
Trail smelter by which a guantity of Re-
public ore will be  treated at that estab-
lishment.

Mr. McCuaig states he has a belter opin-
ton of the Republic mine than ever. He
found after he had mspected the wine that
hie had underestimated the mmportance of the
big strike on the 600-faot level

KNOB HILL AND IRONSIDES.

The Knob Hill and Ol Ironsides' are
pushing dcvelopment, and will be ready to
ship daily when the Granby smelter begins
work in March. The face of the Knob Hill
wnnel was all iu ore at last accounts, the
values being as good as at any time for
the previous hundred feet. A winze is being
sunk off the tunnel, and is also all in ore
down to a depth of 65 feet. Progress is
also being made n developing the Old lron-
sides. The work on the 200-foot level s
going ahead; drifting south on the foot wall
has been continued 418 feet, and about 360
feet south of the main cross-cut. A drift
was started to the east to connect with the
adjoining property, the Victoria, and con-
nections have been made, thus blocking out
ore 200 by 200 by 260 feet, while the No. 2
crosscut sunk from the Old Ironsides into
the Victoria ground has been in solid ore
for a distauce of 480 feet from the foot
wall on the Old lronmsides.

WHAT THE LE ROl PEOPLE THINK OF
CALIFORNIA.

It 1s learned that the company owning
the Le Roi mine in the Rossland camp, be-
ing advised by their experts that the Le Roi
vein ran through the California property,
made a strong bid for the last mentioned
mine. The California.people refused to sell
out to their big neighbor, who then skipped
aver the California, and bought the claim
following, which is known as the Giant, in-
dicating that not only do they think that
1.e Rat veins runs throngh the California.
hut that it reaches the Giant .s well.

CAPE NOME.

Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 20.—Charles Heny-
drike, of this city, has just returned from
Cape Nowne. F2 has bheer in the norih for
five years. He took his wife with him, and
they claim the honor of having the first
white child born onAinerican sofl in Alas-
ka, a boy born at hampart two years ago
and named William. He is not satisfied
with the administration of affairs at Nome
and talks very plainly ahout the matter.
He says there is plenty df gold in the
country.
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