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Qur roligious socioty, from its earliest establish-
inent to tho present day, has received theso muost
unpotant dectrines of {{oly Scripture in their plan
and obvious acceptation ; and we do not acknow
ledgo as m fellowstip wath us, as a Christian coin-
wunity, any body of religious professors which does
not thus aceept them, or which openly receives amd
aceredits ns nunisters thoso who attempt to invali
date any of these doctrines which wo esteem as es-
wontial patts of the Chrisuan rohigion,

1t1s the earnest desire of this octhing that all
who profuss our nume may so hve aud walke before
od, as that they may know these sucred  truths to
he blessed to thew indivdunlly.  We desire that, as
the mere profession of sound Christtan doctrine will
not avanl to the sulvation of the soul, ail may attam
to a Jiving eflicacious fanth, v hich, through the jow-
er of the iloly Ghost, = bringeth forth fruit unto hol-
ness; the end whereof is eserlasting Ife through
Jesus Cliristour Lord,” Romie vi, 20« Blessiug,
apd houour, and glory, and power, bo unto Him
tbat sittcth upon the thron?, and unto the Lamb for
ever and cver,” Rev. v, 13.

Sianed iu, by order, and on behalf of the meeting
atvresaid.

e
From the Imperial Magazine.

ON MINISTERIAL FIDELITY.

Human nawne <50 constituted, that good can
noither fong exist. oy extensively exert s influ
ente, without bew, ailoyed with eadd, and dogged
with sinful wfirmities.  All Cluistians wmust neces-
sardy rejoice ot the vast increase of pure religivn,
and at the dedication of wealth and talewt fur the
ydvancement of divine truth, and at the cu-vperative
of mental and physical cuergies in tho cause of our
Hedectuer, which characicerice the present day 5 but
our joy 15 suseparably cunaccted with sorron.  We
sew that persccution o Junger exalts its hideous and
wiernal visage, aud that the disgrace forwerly at-
tached toa professivn of religion 15 now tewnved.

placo in w bich sclf should be exhibited, or in which
pride should be fostered, and & minister is the last
man who should offer his adorations at the altar of
populanty 5 yet, of ho he ondued with talent and
leainting, he 1s ju groat dangorof bowing the luwest,
s aud of continuimyg tho longost, as tho infatuated vie-
tim of a dieadful delusion.  Itis to be feaved, that
many a minister hias offered wore dovetion at this
shirine, thau prayersin his tloset for the divino blos

sing. 1o has cfnosou hus'subject, selccted his toxt.
divided fus sermon, arranged s thoughts, and wd-
justed his evpresstons, under the fleencoe of pupu-
lamty. He bas forgotten that he is to deaw the sword
of the Spintmantully and fearlossly. not to admire
the bahzaney of its shapo, or to display the spleador
ol it appearance, buthe is to use *=—to wield it
with energy, and so to plungo it, that  may * stick
fast 1 the hearts of the Kiug's enemnes.”  If he
neglects this, he should have suffered 12 toreman in
its seablid.  To such 1 one it may proj.erly be
sind, Whore is Fudelity? Where 15 that fecling
which induced an inspired apostle to oxclaim, * 1
am clear trom the bloud of all men!”

Popularity is a poor exchavge for faith{ulness, and
it often happens that the tumultuous acclamations,
and the nouisy plaudits, of 2 mixed assembly, are
soon turned into deadly hatred and malevulent vitu-
pecation; those who were tho first to cry ** Hosan
ua,” are the furemost to ¢xclaim, « Cracify him.”
W hicre can be tho piety, or rather to what 2u extent
does the want of piety influence that mau. who cao
calmly seu his hearers sink to perdition, whilst he is
busily occupacd iu so acraaging bis words as to mmake
the offence of the cross to ceuse, and to avoid utter-
ing harsh expiessicns ~ in ears polite ;" iustead of
plainly declaring what the Houly Ghost declares re-
spectng the state of siuuers, and iustead of pointing
themn to the Lamb of God, as the only refuge from
that doum which wevitally awaits thein. if they re-
sect lus atenement?  But'he is tov much engagad
i cevaniog scdf, to dift up Jesus Christ.

Attend to the nunistrativus of our Saviour : * the
counnon people heard bin gladly,” aud they will

aud that common decency, and the customs of the | hear nothiag gladly,”” exeept thoy understard it.

country, prevent many from embiraciug a system of 3

tiey may bewiider their uaderstandings in vainly en

wldehty, or following a counse of profamty, aud jdeavoing 10 puisue the preacher through all his
cause thein tu mahe svme shuw of reiigion. We re- g wazes of reasouing, and all bis flight. of eloqueace

jJoice at these sizus, aud hope that they aro the ha.-
liagers of wore glorious days; but there are cer-

aud 1m mahing guesses at his meaning 5 but the gos
pel will never bo * a jogful sound™ to them, unti.

tai evils euhier counceted wath them or resulting | they huow st import. Listen to the meek Redeem

from thems. W !u.ulch&wu biecomes fushionuble, we
are m great dapger of siking into a fashionable re-
hgion . and wherever there are professors of this
Sushwnable rehgion, they must have fushionalie
preachers, and a fushivnuble gospel; aud from this
amalgamatiwn of rchgous profession’ and world-
ly feeling arises a systewn of wnfaithfulpess in
preaching. .

Pechiaps few questions have reccived more varied
answers than ths: 7 hat s fidelity? H1 may be
alloned to define ity I would say, it 1s to preach
s the truth. the whote truth, and nothing but the truth.”
It is to ** declare the wholo counscl of God, giving
to cach doctrine its refative promuuency. to each
precepl its proper sitdation, 1o each prosanse its truc
application, to each threaienmyg sts due authonity,
and to cach sentuncat it consistent and legitunate
wcaning, without feaning the fronn, or courung the
sotle of man.” But s tins system umformly adopt-
ed by all who boar ** the vesse!s of the sanctuary 1
Some sermops areso enveloped in the fluners of
thotoric. and so adciued o the meretricious trap-
pngs of human toquence, that the simple gran-
deur and the native beauty of the gospel are totally
lost amudst thur ctanbrous lvaa of worldly orna-
monts. The faithless munster siudiously avoids all
practico. to please the Antinomian; or neglects
ail docusine, lest he should offend the Pharisee—
such 2 wan i not oniy wuwoithy the name of 2
o parson,”” but 15 au weilval disprace to a Chrisuan
comumunity. -

The pieacinag of the guspel is of too sacred a
pature 0 bo made the vhucle fur humau applause,
or the instrument of & vain awmbition.  The work oi
a munisier i conccted watn an that is Hnportant w
tune, and with all that s awlulin reference to ctes-
oy, s the work for which the world was crea-
cd, for which the Sun of God died, for which thel
Holy aputt desciiuded, and {or which the yniyerse
oxtsto.  Jts conucxion with the sminortalygnf the
suul stainps upoo it a sacred reabity, and ngests
with a fearful responsibility. A pulpit is tho last

er fulunaating e ooes of judgincut against by po
critesand Pharisees, aud do not imagine bim toe
severe ur unchasitable, no, he was chanty personi
fied, but lus chanty was gunled by diviue truth, anc
wilucnced by a holy principle.

Slunsters are pot ordered to be successful, but they
are commanded to bo fuithful; apd the momem
tueir fidelity ceases, that mement they should des-
ceud ftow the pulpit, and occupy a less important
statwn.  The plam truth will frequontiy offend the
carnal mind, but St. Paul expressly declaras, 111
please men, I am pog the servant of Jesus Christ.”
If hearers are displeascd at tho truth, be it so :—the
minister mahes his appeal to beaveu, and sefers the
purity of his mouves, and the sincerity of his inten-
tions, to Ihm ssho gave bim his commission.  The
cars of many areso refined. that the by poerite must
wot nat be exposcd, uvor the sezure be aroused, nor
the profanc be admonished, nor the careless be
alarmed ; they must not be told that the curse of
Jchovah hovers over thier, and that the dJamnation
of hell awaus thew, 1f they dic 1 a statec of nnpen-
itency.  Teuns more polite, and cxpressions less
severe, must bo adopivd; but when the gospel
truchies to human prejudice, or accuinmodates it
scif to sinful upnvivas, 1t ceases to Le the gospel of
God, and becomes # compronmising system of ours.

Did St. Paul suit his doctrines, or adapt bis lan-
suage to the ghilesupid infidelity of the Athenians,
or Lo the dassic elegaiiee of the Romatts, or to the
pregudiced notiuns of thadews, 01 o tho abandoned
profligacy of the Gentiles 7 Bear him at Corintb.
thic seat uf leainiug oud the nurse ofscience, exclaim,

i Lcamc aot to yuu wiil ¢xeelleacy of specch, or of

Qian o wisdum, dequisg vu.w yuu the testimony of
Gud.  Atieud 1o han b¢fore Felix,—he is neither
awed by the poup of the judgo, nor influcuced by
hia owa pessonaldanges g8 a prisuncr, he fearlossty
dglls an wegswogmanof ! lmporance,” and an
Jiquiiioys. judge, of 2t rightepusness,” and boldly
L ppists Lim o~ judgmeny, (o come,”* whero all_his

bribiery would'be exposed, nud &ll his abominations

!

and injustice bo made known before an asrombled
upiverse.

Faithful ministers aro scarce, and thoso who have
them ought to * esteem them very highly in lovo {7
their works' sake;" and however puinted thelr as-
sertions, or persunal their strictures, or harsh their
doctrines, or cutting their scutinents may appear to
some, thoy can point to a judgmens day, and sa
* your blood be on your owo heads.” - I this spirts
actuated overy ministor of the gospel, there would
be no baso bending to sinful prejudice, por despica-
ble crouching to human pride, nor sesvile courting
of popular applauso.

The horrors of a death bed must be fearfull§ in-
creased to anunfaithful inister ; his self reflection
must be most severo, and the accusiutions of his cog-
scicnco mast har wing; while he funcics that ho
sces the ghosts of any of his heavers rising from
the pit of perditior., to upbraid him with his cruehty
i decciving their sonls.  Aud il we realize & judg-
ment day, and single out the inost wretched indivi-
dual amongst the wretched myriads that throng the
loft hand of the Judge at that day; it is not the map
nwho made a god and worshipped it, nor he who
spent his life in profanity, nor he who dicd heapiog
curses on his Maker; neither is it howho was misled
by Mahomedan delusion, norhe who was the infatp-
ated dovotce of a superstitious and sanguinary eréed 5
but it is the unfoithful minister. MHis appearsnce on
that day will cause a fiend like yell of horror and
madness frown his former unhappy bearers, and be
: hut the scene is too awful 1o be pursued!
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TEMPERANCE.

MEeLTiNG OF Puysicians.—Ata meeting of Phy-
sicians held in the meetiug house at Poland Cormner,
Dec. 10, for the purpose of deliberatiug upon the
meaus of promcting the cause of Temperance, Dr.
Seth Cbauvdler, of Minot, was appointed Chairmap,
and Dr. C. P. M:Lellan, of Gray, Secretary. After
an animated discussion, tho follewing resolutions
were unapimously adopted and recoinn ended to the
consideration of the Faculty of Medicine generally <

Resolved,—That we view with decp regret sud
anxious solicitude, the alarming depredations which
the internal usc of ardent spirit hus made upon the
physical energics of the human system. -

Resolved —That we consider the habitual use of
ardent spirit as no more necessary, and equall, wsin-
jurious, as the habitual use of of opium, arsenic and
other poisons.

Resolved,—That we consider the original inten-
tion of the use of ardent apirie generally Jerverted—
That it is an article belonging exclusively to the
Materia Medica, and only as such do we consider is
in ang way nccessary.

Resolved,—That tho’ ardent spirit bean active ati-
mulant, is not only unnecessary Lut hurtful, exceptin
n some extrasordinary cases, which cases generall
elude the judgment of those who use it ;—that it is
nos only injudous to the physical health ; but do-
structive to the morals, und its common use ought te-
e considered disgraccful.

Resolved,—That we will dispense -ith aleoholic
solutions of Medicines in our prescripr -us, as much
as nracticable, in order to ascertain how fur ardens
spirits 1s an indispensalle adjuact to the Materia
Medica.

Resolved, That we willindividually, use our influ-
encc with our employers, to dispense with ardunt
spirit in their familics in times of sickness, excdpt
by the particular advice of their Physieian.

The Associntion then adjourned, to mcet in the
same place on the second Wednesday in Febroary,
1830, at ten o'clock in the forenoop, uy which time
a public address may be cxpected.

e
From the Journal of Commerce.

We have just received from London a pamphlet of
nearly 100 pages 8vo., entitled “ InTEMPERANCE—
About 16 pages consiss of introductory matter; the
remainder is & reprint of several American publica-
tions on the subject— Among the articles republished
are the address of Kitiredge, Humphrey and Boman,
and the addresses of the New-Yerk Society, to the
citizens, to Physicians, and to Grocers.

The compiler proposes to preparc another work
catled Teaperancr, giving a view of our Socicties
and their effects. He says, “ It apperrs most ex-
traordinary to me, that the Ministers and Congre-

gations of the United States of America should have



