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UY isimoit CIiAltLESWORTtILTHE beginning ai a naw yean ie a retrospea-

tivo season witli ail of us. WVe are theao.
e-oticaiiy suppoeed to guide our futures
by a censideration ofour deods and errora

in the past. In looking oer the playbills oi aý
twelve-mnontlt iL i8i dillicuit ta find anythîing an
wliich to censtruet a programme furî our future
weli.baing, Tuhe crdinary routine ai travelling
companies, sente goad, somne bad, bas cantinued
after the samte aid fashion. As was pointed eut
in thms columne camse time age, tbere lias beau a
noticeable swinging ci the penduluai toward vaude.
ville, but we look to the future for a backward
oscillation to botter things.

T us pinygoars in the provinces perbaps the
ineet neteworthy episode cf the year lias been te
fact that witbin its cycle we bave bad two visite
from Lime English manager Johin Haro. Mr. Haro
pi-esents piays daimîg witiî the domnsestie lite oi
England,. and it je notowortby tixat by dint et
dressing bis scelles reaiisticaIly and driiling lus
sub'-rdinatea iu natural methods hoe bas succeeded
in imnparting te lie. stage an atmosphere oi
home as patent ms te atmasphere ci poetry
and romance whiciî Henry Irving se beautifuily
crisates. If there sbouid ever corne a day 'vhien
the tasteoi tha cemniunity shall have se far ad-
vamxced thaL iL will demnand an endowed theatre oi
iLs cwn in which the drama may beconie sante-
thing mare titan a vagabond wanderer at the
mercy of gamlesters, we cau look to Mr. Haro as a
man wbo, lias carried on an educative campaign in
graze and refinemeut aînong us. The waning year
breuglît to us aise Mfr. Arthur Botarchiers ergan.
ization fr,îin the Laondau Royalty theâtre, wbiclm
alse assists in forming a public standard in acting
graceful productioui.

It ie a sort-y truth, however, that îliese fair at-
tractions are tee few. The intelectuai commuaity
is tempted forth te, tako a genial interest mn te
pisyliouse for a littie wbiie aud then te aid rou-
tine ai bad.and indifl'erent productions resumes its
sway aud the drama ie once more a tlîing of rage
and patelles. * *

The twetvemonth seema to, me particulariy
ipoverty -stnickcin in memnaries of good plays.
Thorû may have been samo brilliant drainas pro-
duced in tho great metropolitan centres whiciî

CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL.

lacked tisit note of popu.
Iarity tixat wuuld indluce a
nmanager te try li% luck
upon bila rond witlî thin.

Tho short atnd
poorly patrniz-
cd enigsgenitent
of bMinniie bind-
dv'rn Fiska e ta

tercsting usent-

mentheq go'tebv.
To mie it seemei

artiste possesses
eletiients of distinction, in-.
tellect, iiiiht and expres.

ation unaurpasaad by an Eng-
lisbi apeak.-ig actross. Twa

- plays of liera by two very
ejiîjent authure, IIThe Qîteen
of Liars," by Alphonse Dau
dot, and "«Tue Duii'a flouse,"
by Hotirik Ibsen, recoivcd
ittrprot.* .jl it lier bands
sufficient to rouso meniories
that wvili nover die. ler

inothodit seoîn pecuiiarly adapted te
express the unreat and nervous activity
typical cf the womuen cf titis generation.
Woemen have rebelled against the oid
conventions wliclî considered theni as
idoal, yet lielplcss things ; thîey ask mon
te trent thein. as individ uais on a piano

of equality. Te tiîink of tien au they arc ani net
a farÀcy pictures then'a. «Mrs. Fiske shows us
woman unidealized, à thinkisàg broathing croature,
with hopes anîd nerve.9 and aspirations; j oman
with lier tinsel stripped away, and yut usure win-

ningn lier genuine f6mninini!Cy. By virtue of
the fac't that elle seeke cool incisive truth ini lier
acting inothods, uaL flatulent, gusbing fables,
elle rank8 aise as an oducative force of the firat
quality.

1 bad aimost forgotten Bernhtardt, who alse
caile te us with twe glor;ous productions af the
French draina. But, as elle is exotie te aur stage,
elle hardiy cornes into the kame clms with actors,
'vhe in languago and education, are flesh of our
English.-speaking flashi. Rer representation of the
acceptad ideal cf the Magdaien ini the Hindu draina
tgIzeyi" was as beautiful and pootie a thîing as the
stage wili show us in inany a long day, and the
romandie qualities of Sara's art-ber poses, bier
personality, bier diction - meliow, riîythinicai in
ail thing8, had a very full expression ; aibeit e
did Iack te higher spiritual qualities of a raui
giaus convert.

The niovenient for romnantic and picturesqua pro,
ductions found its chief exponents in sucli dxcellent
perfarmers r-s Mus. Potter and Kyrie Beliewv, and
Mr. E. H. Sothern. The fermer couple presented a
very striking productien af a rather glocniy tra-
gedy "lCharlotte Corday," ait aid piace, cf Frenchî
origin. The girl assassin, as presented by Mrs.
Patter, hgdI a high spiritual, quaiity that was niore
effective than even biei dramatic fervor. 1, sonte
mnonths ago, ventured a suminary af Mrq. Pot.ter's
pcwers, in the statemnent tha~t elhe was a woînan ai
genus rather than titlent. Because, wviile site lins
diffioulbies of expression slle wiii never get the
better ot, the temperaînientAtl qualitias sIte passssew
are unequalled by any aller E ugliîîb speaking
actreas. Liko Bernhîardt, site belougs wholiy to
tbe roinantic drama, and witb bier complex êindivi.
duality, you cotzld hlot imagine bier capable cf sucb
simpiicity as Mrs. Fiske's.

Mr. Sotbern's romantia production ofI "Tio Pris.
oner of Zenda," was aiso rich in picturesque quali.
ties, and whiiethere seoins to bean essentiairnudern-
ity about this young acter, bie lias shown us that lie

can eînbark n a roactionary venîture witlî grace
andi diqtinctioîî. At the prîeput tiflie tht'
îlluveniant towardlx romance and i îelodrailin, eoîmî
to be an tua %visie, and al bni tiasuîî wviii sep work
of the imodern i ît ninpphmro t<, th' f rosit îîgain, des-
pile the îîiamy fit8cittations. cf uî'rk and lniskii, .9ilk
andt satin.

Tu rinîg te te stage of the world nt large, lipart
frotî our owîî local outlaok, thîe y-car 18PC>i ss'emnis
tu have been tueveittui. No now st-ar scouts tu
hava colto t tîc fore to daulc' the tv',rld. Richard
Mausifleld, ileerbolînt Trce, B. S. Wiflard, miot to
meantionit Lm incomparable Ir% iîîg, ntili renialît thle
iihîunsinating figures ai the drainn, and nù îîew
actor lins spruîîg up to riva. thons, lu a subor.
dinate caF "Coit, th-3 Canadian genius lias conte to
thle t(;ro in loii- làî, by ait aiuîîzing performance ut
tha Enpor Nero in then Iligî of tae Cross."
M~re. Joua 3[ariu% Tabor ê4tili raîniaitte, utia
ideaily pootic artint ut Lta Aliiericalà istage, nlur,
-lu farntas I cati leati, ham i'.y Etigiaia artitib eprusig
Up to, claint teo sitnilar laurais ai Miss Ellun
Terry. Mliss Ada Reliait ia etili tlu ino4t, arti8tic
ut Englitila tspuakitg cuîaacdiuaaîae, and ia tu csaiky
Iluatrice ini '-Mucli Adu about Nutaiimg" as a Nev
Year's assav. Mrs. Koendal lias iîardiy beeîî
boeard of in rccent aunais, and anotmar actress who
proinised wondruus thingh,, Mies Olgat Nethersoie,
lins allowed uitra-semtsatiîmal metiiods to place bier
temporariiy under a claud. A f.émiliar Now York
actre&a, af clîarîtîiag inethode, Miss Geergia Cay.
van, lias recantiy tried her~luck as ai star. Anethair.
Miss Rase Caglilan, bans nat wvith dire misfortune.
In addition, tlarce af teo iuost fainous Ieadiug mn
ai the Americaist stage, WViltoî Liokaya, Maurice
Barryn.ore and Haut-y Millet-, hava likowisa
acbieved astral uppurtuiiit,. E. J. fleiy and
Clias. Cogblart, t.wo of the înost accoînplislaad
acturs who oear tvod the boards, liave fallait into
obliviomi.

Doath, Lea, lias bcon at work witli ne liglit bîand
amsong te peopleof the stage, and we are poorer
by the departure to ait unk newn bout-neof several
dalightful actera. The itost recent misortune
wva the doath, in ILaly, af thîe younger tSalviini, by
long odds tue fineat roînantia actor on thea Atîmeri
van stage. Hie wua a muan ai vast abiiitios, tre-
mendou piysicai powcrz, and a raroiy attractive
tndividuaiity. Ho was time anly Hamiet recently
seans on tbe boards wbicli nt auy point reaciad
absalute g'-catuess.

By the deatb of Augustin Daly's coinedian, Jas.
Lewis, te Americans stage likewise sustained an
irreparable Io"a. Nover in recent Lunes liad
Shiakespeare's "lclowns" sucitamiinterprater. Dry,
incisive, eternaily geniai arnd fanciful by termpera-
mat lie couid create an atrnospliera of attic
init tat made ane tiîink of hiow tbe aid Jesters
ai the Mermaid Inti wouid bave reiied hiim. To
liae: sen lias Buttoi, IiibTuuclîstone, hisSirToby
Belcb, was te recaive an immpressian ai the dîvinoly
evasive humemr ai Shtakespeare, 'vbich rendors ahi
bis coînedies moe interesting for LIme future. Alas,
poor Yarick!

Fraîîk M~ayo, ane of Lihe sweetfflt and muost par.
vasivo ai comadiang,gritcîuus, gentie, aiways artîstie
iiko MInr. Lewis passad euddeniy away, lot us hope
ta a land as 8unny as tuai- inirti. In lus aId ago
lie iofi onee lastiîtg meinoriai of gantle coedy,
IlP.zdd'nhcand Wiltion,' and hieB place toa will long
remain vacant. Ms-s. Scutt.Siddutit; aisu once a
popular favorite, and Hienr-y H<,we, thse oldest
acter an the stage, su often seen iere witii Henry
Irving, are likowisn gona. Se shifts the voares
kalidoscape in the struggling practicai w~orld and
the tin4al fatittstie.

A littto joy ta miatch the aa'wow
af catch day's sowing. anud so-
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